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It’s huge!’ 


It’s bigger than 
Pacman, it’s 
Superplane 


By Tarra Quismundo 


Manny's new fight: 
Save Philippine eagle 


By T] Burgonio 
HE ISN'T HANGING 
up his gloves yet. But 
‘Manny Pacquiao now 
wants to focus on a. 
larger-than-life fight 
outside the ring—pro- 


tecting the Philippine 
MANNY'S/A10 


JUST WHEN MANILA THOUGHT BOX- 
ing hero Manny Pacquiao was the biggest | 
hitat the airport yesterday, a giant super- 
star arrived some nine hours later. 

The world's largest commercial airlin- | 
er touched down at the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Airport (Naia) at 2:30 p.m. 
yesterday, prompting an assembly at the 
highly restricted ramp bigger than the 
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JDV backs off; ‘sham’ impeachment rap goes to slaughter 


BALANCED 


FEARLESS Views 


I3sections / Vol.22 / No.306 PIS 


Friday, October 12, 2007 website: wwwinquirernet 


By Christian Esguerra, 
Norman Bordadora, Juliet Labog- 
Javellana and Michael Lim Ubac 


IT WAS THE FATHER WHO BACKED 
off. 


With President Macapagal-Arroyo 
bringing down the awesome powers of 
her office on his head, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia yesterday folded up and al- 
lowed a purportedly “sham” impeach- 
ment complaint to move forward for 


consideration by the House committee 
on justice—where Ms Arroyo's sup- 
porters were expected to slaughter it. 
Several lawmakers had said the com- 
plaint was actually a ploy to ward off 
more serious impeachment threats later. 


Hours before De Venecia buckled, Ms 
Arroyo summoned him and about 189 
administration congressmen to Mala- 
cafiang Palace where, according to ac- 
counts of several lawmakers, brown en- 
velopes containing cash were handed 


out, along with promises of "pork bar- 
rel” largesse. (See banner story). 

In a press conference, De Venecia 
gave the go-signal for the filing and re- 
ferral of the impeachment complaint 


IDV'BACKS OFFY/AIT 


Palace fixes 190 solons 


Pro-GMA lawmakers given P5M in cash, Vasa P70M in pork 


LAUGHING ALL THE WAY: President Arroyo (extreme right) leads a merry mix of 190 


oficials, security men, ki 


rs and Pacquiao (3rd from right) on their way to the Kalayaan Hall in | 


Ld 


congressmen, including Speaker De Venecia (center), with Palace and other government 
Malacañang where a short program is to honor the returning boxing champ. 


90% of journalists slain since 2001 exposing graft 


By Rachel E. Khan 
Contributor 


NEARLY 90 PERCENT OF THE JOUR- 
nalists slain in the line of duty during 
the Arroyo administration were ex- 
posing corruption. Others were killed. 


FTOWNS AWARDS 


for reporting on and criticizing illegal 
gambling and the drug trade in their 
localities. 

These are among the findings of 
the annual report on the state of press 
freedom released by the Center for 
Media Freedom and Responsibility 


"10 outstanding women 


hailed including PDI CEO * 


By Allison W. Lopez 


j- 


standing Women in the Nation's 


Service (TOWNS) awardees in- 


LIKE WINE, THESE INDEPEN- 
dent women get better with 
age—and dont mind going 
public with it 

‘A number of the Philippines’ 
trailblazing women gathered 
yesterday at the Museo Pam- 
bata in Manila to honor 10 new 
"sisters" for their achievements, 
especially in fields formerly 
dominated by men. 

The 2007 batch of The Out- 


cludes 
youngest and first woman pres- 
ident of an automotive group; 
Eva Ma. Cutiongco-dela Paz, 
one of only five geneticists in 
the Philippines; and Alexandra 
Prieto-Romualdez of the Ingum- 
sn, the only woman president of 
a media broadsheet company in 
the country. 

The 10 awardees are all in 


Elizabeth Lee, the 


1i. 


makes) 


I0 OUTSTANDING) AIO 


(CMFR) yesterday. 

The study—"Press Freedom Report 
2007"—is the second the CMFR has 
issued since the killing of journalists 
accelerated during the Arroyo admin. 
istration. 


Thirty-three journalists have been 


. 


a 


killed in the line of duty since 2001, 
while some 20 others were killed be- 
cause of non-media related causes. OF 
those slain in the line of duty, 29 were 
exposing corrupt government prac- 
tices in their home provinces or illegal 

90% OF JOURNALISTS/ ALS 


POWER: (L-i 
standing) 


By Christian V. Esguerra, 
Norman Bordadora 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


BATTLING FOR POLITICAL SUR- 
vival for the third time in as many 
years, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo yesterday summoned loyal 
congressmen to Malacafiang and, 
ina show of strength using “send- 
off gifts,” forced Speaker Jose de 
Venecia to back off-from an im- 
peachment move. 


Envelopes containing cash amounting to 
between P200,000 and P500,000 were 
handed out to congressmen at the meet- 
ing, along with promises of pork barrel 
amounting to millions of pesos, hours be- 
fore administration lawmakers took action 
in the House of Representatives to protect 
Ms Arroyo from being impeached, several 
Jawmakers present at the meeting told the 
Inquirer. (See related story on this page.) 
Ms Arroyo herself called the unscheduled 
breakfast meeting with around 190 con- 
gressmen but some of the Ingurer infor- 
mants said she was not around when the en- 
velopes were supposedly distributed 
Malacafiang dismissed the report as part 
of “political intrigue” and said that con- 
gressmen were “not for sale." 
The congressmen who confirmed the in- 
cident described the handouts variously as 
PALACE FIXES) AIT 


GMA taps local 
gov't execs anew 
for show of force 


By Christine O. Avendaño 


HER ALLIANCE WITH SPEAKER JOSE DE 
Venecia Jr. now on shaky ground, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is again turning to local 
government executives for aid and com- 
fort 

And as in the crisis that attended the 
“Hello Garci” wiretapping scandal, gover- 
nors, mayors and other local officials ar- 
rived in full force at Malacañang yesterday. 
The President met with them only a few 
hours after meeting with close to 200 con- 
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Palace: No way 
we'll show Neda 
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Maria Ressa 


Dina Ocampo. 
RODELROTON: 


records to Senate 


ACCUSING SOME SENATORS OF 
double standard, Malacafiang yes- 
terday rejected the Senate demand 
that it release records of the meet- 
ings of the National Economic and 
Development Authority (Neda) on 
the National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project. 

“It is double standard that certain 
senators apply when they demand of 
the Cabinet a breach of confidential- 
ity that the Senate disallows for its 
own executive sessions,” Cabinet 
Secretary Ricardo Saludo said in a 
statement. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Northem and Central Luzon wil experience mostly 
Cloudy skies wih scattered ralnshowers and thunderstorms. The 
Task of Ihe country wil have partiy cloudy to cloudy skies wh isolat- 
ed rainshowers or thunderstorms mostly in the afternoon or 


evening. 
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Police warn o 


Abu Sayyaf planning bombings after Ramadan, says PNP chief 


‘Not for condoms only’ 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHERE WILL AN INCREASED 
family planning budget of over PL 
billion go? 

Answering critics from the Catholic 
Church and its pro-ife allies, Albay 
Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the pow- 
erful committee on appropriations, 
said his proposed increase “will not be 
for condoms only but for reproductive 
health programs in general.” 

Lagman proposed to increase 
almost six-fold the government's 
P180 million family planning allo- 
cation. As for specific budget de- 
tails, this would be left to the 
proper implementing agency. 

However, in an interview with 
InquIRER Monday, Lagman said it 
‘would partially address the phase- 
out of contraceptive products by 
the country’s chief donor, the 
United States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) 

‘The Church and its allies are 


m CRACKS SHOWING 

‘in Fil-Am solidarity 

vs ‘Desperate’ slur 
/A6 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


lobbying against the promotion of 
artificial contraception. 

“I think they (the Church and 
other pro-life groups) are not fully 
informed of the real sentiment of 
the House,” Lagman said. 

said that while the budget 
increase would help il the void to be 
eft by the American agency new 
supplies would also be shouldered by 
“other highly progressive countries” 
such as Germany. 

Like the USAID, these compa- 
nies would also provide products 
like condoms, pills, and intrauter- 
ine devices (IUDs), he said. 

He said the matter was clear 
among his colleagues and that 
was why the increased family 
planning budget was not expected 
to face rough sailing. 

“Tthink they are all cognizant of 
the population problem,” he said. 

“They know there is no bias 
whether for artificial or natural 
family planning. They know that 
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IM 


the intention is really to create an 
environment of informed choice." 

Under the “2008 Family Health 
Office Budgetary Requirements” sub- 
mitted to Lagman's office, P120 mil- 
ion of the existing P180 million allo- 
cation for family planning would go 
to local government units. 

A separate amount of P30 mil- 
lion was earmarked for towns and 
cities in the form of “training 
grant.” "Advocacy" ate up P6 mil- 
lion of the current budget. 

The family planning budget is 
one of two components under the 
govermments women's health 
program. The other compo- 
nent—maternal health and safe 
motherhood—has an existing 
budget proposal of P924 million. 

“Compared to mega projects 
which cost billions and billions of 
pesos,” Lagman said, “reproduc- 
tive health is very cheap, but it 
will have tremendous positive ef- 
fects in the economy" 
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By Alcuin Papa 


ABU SAYYAF REBELS PLAN TO 
resume a bombing and terror 
campaign in Mindanao this 
week when the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan ends today, 
Philippine National Police Chief 
Director General Avelino Razon 


warmed yesterday. 

Citing intelligence reports, Razon said 
that the terrorist group had plotted attacks 
against major military, police and civilian 
targets in the cities of Cagayan de Oro, 
Davao and General Santos, which could in- 
clude kidnapping of foreigners and am- 
bushes. 

“The ASG (Abu Sayyaf Group) and their al- 
lied foreign jihadists, plus some rogue MILF 
members have taken advantage of the Ra- 
madan to recuperate, replenish their logistic re- 
sources, recruit new members and plot their 
next move,” Razon said in a statement. 

He added that the two groups were 
merging their forces to mount the attacks, 

The ASG, which has been linked to al- 
Qaida, is composed of former members of 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, a large 
Muslim rebel group in peace talks with the 
government. 

Razon said he had ordered “maximum 
security coverage” at possible terror tar- 
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gets, including critical infrastructure facili: 
ties, malls, transport hubs, and religious 
shrines, according to the statement. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has dé- 
clared Friday a nationwide holiday for Eid 
al-Fitr, the festival to mark the end of Ra- 
madan. 

Razon said that based on a security as- 
sessment conducted by PNP and other in- 
telligence agencies, Abu Sayyaf comman- 
ders and rebels met Aug. 26 near Barangay 
Guinanta in Al-Barka town on Basilan is- 
land “and drafted several plans to stage 
bombings in Zamboanga city and other 
nearby areas after ... Ramadan.” 

Razon said he had also directed Chief 
Supt. Silverio Alarcio, chief of the PNP's Di- 
rectorate for Operations, to order all police 
commanders to implement intelligence 
build-up and hardening of potential targets 
like economic key points, critical infrastruc- 
ture, airports, seaports, bus terminals, and 
public places including places of religious 
convergence 

He added that police commanders must 
intensify security operations and police visi- 
bility in malls in Metro Manila, terminals of 
the Metro Rail Transit (MRT) and Light Rail 
‘Transit (LRT) and other transport facilities. 

Police will also conduct random mobile 
and fixed checkpoints, provide security 
coverage to power plants and telecommu- 
nications relay stations and information 
drives on bomb threat situations. Weih are- 
port from AP. 


Muslims end month of fasting 


By Kristine L. Alave 


FILIPINO MUSLIMS END A MONTH OF 
fasting and restraint as they celebrate Eid 
al-Fitr, a three-day holiday of thanksgiving 
and rejoicing, that begins either today or 
tomorrow. 

Eid al-Fitr is calendared by the moon—if 


j Muslims got a glimpse of the moon last 


night, the- holiday begins come daybreak. 
Otherwise Eid al-Fitr will be marked start- 
ing Saturday. 

It is a festival of great rejoicing among 
Muslims worldwide, marking the end of 


Í Ramadan or the month-long fasting and in- 


tense prayer among Muslims. For Muslims, 
the sacrifices during Ramadan remind 
them to be compassionate towards the less- 


| fortunate. 


Eid al-Fitr is one of the two major festi- 


Why wait until 


vals in the Muslim calendar, the other being 
the Eid Al Adha, which marks the end of the. 
hajj or pilgrimage. 

Filipino Muslims, describing the signifi 
cance of Eid al-Fitr to uninitiated Chris- 
tians, usually explain it as a Christmas and 
a fiesta rolled into one, except without the 
alcohol and the traditional lechon (roast 
pig). 

Tt begins with an early morning trip to 
the mosque for at least an hour of prayer. 
And then the festivities begin. 

Shan Abdulwahid, University of the 
Philippines student council president, said 
children and adults look forward to Eid 
Fitr They dress up in their best clothes, visit 
relatives, and eat plenty of food. 

They greet one another “Happy Eid!” or 
“Eid Mubarak"—'A blessed Eidl—and 
give each other gifts, she added. 


next year 


to start earning a law degree? 


Only Arellano University School of Law allows 
you the flexibility of starting your law studies in 
the second semester and the convenience of 
choosing from its weekday, weeknight or 


weekend classes. 


'"Steadíastly committed to providing innovative 
quality education, the School has been 
attracting the biggest enrollment nationwide 


‘since year 2000. 


ith its learner-centered, 


student-friendly 


"and technology enhanced approach 


"to legal education, can there be 
a better law school of choice? 


For inquries please cak 
(02)984-6741 + (02)984-67: 


Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru 
ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. + Tel (02) 858-8888 


For inquiries, call 404-30-89 to 93 or 
log on to www.arellanolaw.edu 
Taft Avenue corner Menlo Street, 
Pasay City, Philippines 1300 
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recycled,’ 


prosecutor says of 
Erap bid vs conviction 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE ARGUMENTS RAISED BY CONVICTED 
plunderer ex-President Joseph Estrada were 
“rehashed and recycled” issues that were 
not enough to warrant an overturning of the 
guilty verdict meted out to him, state prose- 
cutors said. 

The Office of the Special Prosecutor 
yesterday filed a 103-page opposition to 
Estrada's motion seeking to overturn the 
Sandiganbayan decision that found him 
guilty of plunder and sentenced him up 
to 40 years in prison. 

“These are all recycled arguments. The 
defense is just going through the motions 
of filing a motion for reconsideration in 
order to [delay] making the decision fi- 
nal and executory,” the prosecution said 


Misinformed 

Estrada’s lawyers filed the motion for 
reconsideration on Sept. 26, a day before 
the deadline set by the Special Division 
of the antigraft court. 

The defense mainly stressed that the 
deposed president was not informed of 
the nature and cause of the accusation 
against him, so that he ended up proving 
his innocence four times unlike the pros- 
ecution which only had to establish one 
of the four illegal acts constituting the 
plunder charge. 

Estrada was convicted on two illegal 
acts that constituted the plunder charge 
against him—his systematic collection of 
P545 million in illegal gambling payoffs 
and his receipt of a P189-million commis- 
sion for ordering the two state-run pen- 
sion funds to buy shares from Belle Corp. 


Familiar tack 

“Reigning ignorance or failing to un- 
derstand appears to have become an un- 
fortunate habit of accused Estrada. This 
is not unfamiliar because this was the 
same tack [he] used in questioning the 
Plunder Law for alleged vagueness, al- 
though to no avail,” the prosecution 
said. 

It also noted that Estrada was properly 
and lawfully informed of the cause of the 
accusation against him. 

It said the ex-president had been ar- 
raigned during which a not-guilty plea 
was entered, which meant that the dis- 
graced leader understood the cause of 
the accusation against him. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Igna- 
cio said the points put forward by the de- 
fense were a “non-issue,” having been 
disposed of by the Sandiganbayan and 
the Supreme Court in the past. 

He said the high court, in several in- 
stances, upheld the sufficiency and valid- 
ity of the amended information charging 
Estrada not with four separate counts but 


only one offense of plunder. 

“There is only one charge or offense 
that constitutes four predicates or overt 
acts leading to the commission of plun- 
der,” Villa-Ignacio said. 


No three-day pass 

Estrada yesterday again failed to per- 
suade the Sandiganbayan to give him a 
three-day pass so he can stay by the 
sickbed of his ailing 102-year-old moth- 
er. 

The court only allowed him the usual 
10-hour court pass today instead of the 
three straight days that he requested so 
he could be with his mother who is in crit- 
ical condition. 

“Her condition has not improved since 
Estrada's last visit on Oct. 8," his lawyer 
Jose Flaminiano told the court. 

Estrada also requested that he be al- 
lowed to spend Friday and Saturday 
nights at his Polk Street residence be- 
cause of the limited facilities at the San 
Juan Medical Center and for security 
concerns. 

In denying Estrada's request, the anti- 
graft court took heed of the prosecution’s 
objection. 

Villa-Ignacio said that Estrada may be 
allowed to visit his mother each time he 
asked for humanitarian reasons but 
should not be allowed to stay at his 
house. 

"There's not one good reason why he 
should stay there,” Villa-Ignacio told re- 
porters. 

The police agreed to Estrada's motion 
on condition that the planned hospital 
visits fall on weekdays. 
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Soldiers, cops get lecture on ‘amparo’ 


By Nikko Dizon 


SUPREME COURT JUSTICE EDUAR- 
do Nachura yesterday gave a lecture 
on the writ of amparo to defense, mili- 
tary and police officials, drawing 
questions from the military leadership 
itself whether some provisions in the 
new rule was “fair” to authorities. 
‘Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. also admit- 
ted that he was “apprehensive” about 
the Oct. 24 implementation of the 


writ of amparo, giving the AFP less 
than two weeks to cascade informa- 
tion and procedures of the new rule to 
the smallest military units in the field. 

The writ of amparo formulated by 
the Supreme Court amid the unre- 
solved extrajudicial killings and forced 
disappearances during the Arroyo ad- 
ministration is the remedy available to 
individuals whose right to life, liberty, 
and security are threatened. 

“But we must do our best so the 
rules can reach the lowest levels. My 


only consolation is that the Armed 
Forces is not really here to commit 
extra legal actions and so Iwill bank 
on the goodness of our soldiers so 
there might even be no need to un- 
derstand immediately the provisions 
of the writ of amparo,” Esperon told 
reporters in Camp Aguinaldo, where 
the lecture was held. 

Nonetheless, Esperon said that 
soldiers must know that “ignorance 
of the law does not exempt you 
from the law.” 
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37 to a 32-Inch 
Waistline! 


| never thought I'd end up being overweight. | used to be slimmer in my 
younger years. When | gained weight and went up to a 37-inch waistline, my 
life changed. | started losing acting projects. People would come up to me and 
tell me outright that | was fat. It really made me lose my confidence! | had 
liposuction done but when | gained excess weight again, it was triple of what | 
lost before. As for diets — you name it, ' ve tried it! | just kept losing and gaining 
again. Then Dawn (Zulueta), who's a close friend, recommended Marie France. 
| was encouraged by her weight-loss success story. | started going regularly and 
so far I've already slimmed down to a 32-inch waistinel I'm stilla work in progress 
but so far | feel better because | know | look slimmer and healthier!” 
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Actress and Public Official 


FREE 4 Physique Inch-Loss Treatments 


upon enrollment from Oct. 


8-13,2007 only. 


Pet DTLNCK Pera I 4992. eres d 1007 


Call 894-BODY (2639 


PAMPANGA + TEL: 961-2981 CEI 


As low as: 


P6137000 


thru Pag-IBIG* for cash buyers 
for a 30 sqm unit 


reservation fee for only 


p 
mm PHINMA PROPERTIES 


rm DE 


BOOMLAND REALTY \ 
939-7338 * 939-6113 * 0919-2302120 


PORTABLE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ARLEGUI MANSION 


‘We were a simple family 
living in a decent house’ 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


GONE ARE THE DAYS WHEN TARCILA 
Laperal-Mendoza would spend hours in her 
room at the imposing colonial mansion on 
Arlegui Street, lying on her bed and enjoy- 
ing the time to herself. 

"The trees she planted in the once lush gar- 
dens are no more. The swimming pool where 
her nephews and nieces used to frolic around 
has become a murky, mossy pond, a “breeding 
place for mosquitoes and wild water lilies.” 

Before the 93-year-old matriarch and her 
family were driven out of their home in July 
1975 by presidential guards of the late dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos, the “Blair Mansion” 
was an imposing, superbly maintained home. 

Despite the residences impressive size 
(2,000 sq meters) and site (a 4,924.2 sq meter 
compound), however, “grand” would be the 
last word that Fortunata, Mendoza's daughter, 
‘would use to describe it. 


Simple life 

“We were a regular family living a simple 
life ina very decent house,” Fortunata said in a 
phone interview from her residence in the US 
West Coast where the Mendoza family has 
been living for the past two years. 

“This whole situation [the forcible ejection 
from the house] was a truly traumatic experi- 
ence for the whole family, especially to my 
mother, who feels very bad about losing virtu- 
ally everything we own,” she said. 

Fortunata, a practicing dermatologist in the 
US, said she did not really spend a long time in 
the mansion during her younger years as she 
lived in an apartment near the University of 
Santo Tomas where she was studying for a 
college degree. 
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She, however, vividly remembers that the 
‘manor, which Tarcila Mendoza inherited from 
her parents, housed many antique furniture 
pieces and priceless paintings which were part. 
ofthe family’s heirlooms. 

Seized by Marcos 

After the property was seized by the Marcos 
regime in 1975, the Arlegui house served as 
an adjunct of the Office of the President and 
later as the residence of Presidents Corazon 
Aquino and Fidel Ramos. It is now occupied 
by the finance and administration depart- 
ments of the Office of the Press Secretary. 

"Help me, help me,” a distraught Mendoza 
said in a phone interview. “Please give me 
back the things which are really mine in the 
first place.” 

Mendoza cannot recall anymore how many 
bedrooms or bathrooms the mansion used to 
have nor can she remember her favorite an- 
que piece. 

“Lam now 93 years old. How do you expect 
meto remember all of those?" she said. 

Asked about the one thing she can never 
forget from the house, Mendoza said it was 
her favorite rocking chair that until now she 
wishes she could still ave. 

When asked to recount the memories, good 
or bad, from when she still lived there, Men- 
doza broke down, unable to speak, and passed. 
the phone to her daughter. 

In an Oct. 4, 2007 ruling, the Supreme 
Court nullified the decision of Manila Region- 
al Trial Court Judge Vicente Hidalgo awarding 
Mendoza P1.48 million in rent and P143.6 
million in just compensation. 

The high tribunal ruled that the matriarch 
should instead be paid P20,000 a month in 
back rentals from the time her property was 
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seized in July 1975 until the government va- 
cates it, inclusive of a six-percent interest rate 
and attorney's fees. 

This means the family would get only P7.52 
million from the government for the use of the 
property for 376 months, or more than three 
decades. 

“Where can you find a prime property iri the 
Philippines, fit to be the official residence of 
several Presidents, that can be rented for only 
P20,000 a month?" said Fortunata. 

“This decision should be reconsidered for 
being unfair, arbitrary and unconscionable,” 
she said. 

While Mendoza feels “vindicated” and "appre- 
ciative” of the high tribunal's decision affirming 
her ownership of the property, she believes she 
should be paid just compensation for the man- 
‘sion as well as for lost business opportunities. 


Market value 

She said that appraisals done by several in- 
dependent bodies placed the current market 
value of the Arlegui property at almost P600 
million, against the Supreme Courts P2.38 
million. 

Mendoza said she should be paid at least 
P150 million and an additional P500 million 
as “rent plus interest and compensation for 
lost business opportunities." 

But she stressed that she has no plans of ev- 
er returning to a place that was no longer hers. 

She said she would not be able to bear to 
look at her former home in its pitiful state. 

‘She might just become “melancholic,” if not 
“heartbroken and severely depressed,” be- 
cause she will be constantly looking for the 
things which are no more, she said. 

“Simply stated, there is nothing for her to 
go back to,” Fortunata said. 


CyberEd stinks, 
says DepEd critic 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


THE BUSINESSMAN WHO HAS 
made it his mission to critique 
textbooks 
has weighed in against the 
$460-million Cyber Education 


government issued 


Project (CEP). 


Shadows Lie,” 


In a paper titled "In the 
Land of Mordor Where the 


Calipjo-Go said the CEP “ex- 
udes the stench of another ille- 
gitimate debt in the making" 
and should be cancelled. 

“No First World country has 
adopted this kind of project 


essary infrastructure and 
equipment such as satellite 
dishes, computers and televi- 
sion sets to far-flung areas?” 
he said. 

Go wondered why Educa- 
tion Secretary Jesli A. Lapus 
was "manifesting such inordi- 
nate interest and enthusiasm 
over the CEP ... Why is there 
indecent haste in its imple- 
mentation?" 

Lapus, in a text message, de- 
clined to comment. 

Lapus has called the CEP the 
"best thing to happen to 
Philippine education." 


Antonio 


and no studies have been con- 


ducted to determine the effec- 
tiveness of TV-based instruc- 
tion in basic education,” he 


said 
‘Indecent haste" 


supervisor of 


CER 
“When 


Go, the owner and academic 
the 
School in Quezon City, warned 
against “politicians working in 
cahoots with big business” 
and some proponents of the 


textbooks, 
most basic of instructional 
materials, are not being deliv- 
ered where they are needed 
and when the ideal student- 
to-textbook ratio of 1:1 has 
never been attained to this 
day, how can the promoters of 
the CEP convince us that they 
will be able to deliver the nec- 


Fill the gaps 

President — Macapagal-Ar- 
royo the other day pressed 
anew for the implementation. 
of the CEP saying it was an in- 
vestment that the government 
should make to reduce pover- 
tyin the country. 

Only last week, the Presi- 
dent announced she was sus- 
pending the CEP in the wake 
of the controversy caused by 
allegations of bribery in the 
$329-million national broad- 
band network deal with the 
China-based ZTE Corp. 

The CEP aims to fill gaps in 
the education system by using 
satellite technology to deliver 
key learning concepts and oth- 
er educational services to ev- 
ery school in the country 
through TV screens. 
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posted a cash collection of 
P31.65 billion for September, 
over P1.42 billion higher than 
last years collection for the 
same period. 

A report submitted to Cus- 
toms Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales showed a consistent 
monthly growth in collection 
from January to August this 
year, 3.25 percent or P10 mil- 
lion higher than last year's fig- 
ures, according to a press state- 
ment from the Port. 


P4.1B shy 

The Port of Batangas is the 
only one among the major ports 
which posted growth last year, 
earning a P10 billion surplus. 

However, Batangas is still 
P4.1 billion shy of its target, at- 
tributed primarily due to a 


crease in its target last year, 
which was higher than that of 
bigger containerized ports like 
Manila International Container 
Port (MICP) and Cebu. 

Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales has request- 
ed the reduction of the agen- 
cy’s target revenue for next 
year citing the consistent de- 
line in volume of imports and 
the appreciation of the peso 
against the dollar—the same 
reasons for the shortfall of Port 
of Batangas in its target collec- 
tion this year. The targets are 
based on an exchange rate of 
P48 - $1 while the dollar is now 
at P45 and still is expected to 
strengthen against the green- 
back with the influx of dollar 
remittances in the coming holi- 
days. 
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Canada edet mum on Pinay's slay Cracks showin 


By Jerome Aning 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
yesterday said police investigation proce- 
dures in Canada was the reason behind the 
dearth of information in the case of Filipino 
housekeeper Jocelyn Dulnuan, who was 
found dead inside her employer's mansion 
in Mississauga, Ontario on Oct. 1 

“The police has standard operating pro- 
cedures that forbids them from disclosing 
details about the case until the investiga- 
tion is finished,” said executive director 
Crescente Relacion from DEAS office of the 
undersecretary for migrant workers affairs. 

Relacion, in a press briefing, said investi- 
gators were so tight-lipped that DFA does 
not even know if Dulnuan died of gunshot 
or stab wounds. He added that the forensic 
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examination of Dulnuan's remains were 
completed yesterday, after which her re- 
mains could be flown to the Philippines 
from Canada by late next week. 

Earlier reports from Canada said the Philip- 
pine consulate pledged $5,000 or half of the 
amount needed to repatriate Dulnuaris re- 
mains to her family in Namulditan, Hingyon 
town in Ifugao. The rest of the amount was 
raised in a fundraising event at the Patricia 
Kemp Community Center in Vaugh, Ontario. 

‘The 27-year-old stay-in caregiver left be- 
hind a 2-year-old daughter and a live-in 
partner. 

Dulnuan was found dead in her base- 
ment quarters at a mansion in the affluent 
neighborhood. She was believed to have 
been killed after probably surprising bur- 
glars who may have entered the mansion. 


os nant 


@vision 
ee 


“uth Pedestal 
S Watrmoune 


Theater Works only @ unit 30168 3rd Floor, Mindanao Parking, 


TheaterWorks Tone mal, Noth EDSA, Quezon City Tel 901-3978. 


‘Your choice, Your pleasure, — htpilwwwthe: 


rwerkemnkcom emalloff@theaterworksmnl.com 


‘Other Brand Available: Panasonic + Pioneer + Hitachi + Samsung + Optoma « DENON + Allantie Technology 
KRELL » Piinius « Oynaudlo + Runco « Definitive Technology * Onkyo + Yamaha + AMX 


gin Fil-Am 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2007 


solidarity vs ‘Desperate’ slur 


By Nimfa U. Rueda 


LOS ANGELES—CRACKS HAVE 
emerged in the fragile alliance among 
Filipino Americans who launched a 
campaign against a perceived slur 
against Filipino doctors in a recent 
episode of “Desperate Housewives.” 

Reporting on the outcome of his 
meeting with a top ABC television 
network executive Wednesday, Jon 
Melegrito, spokesperson for the Ni 
tional Federation of Filipino Ameri- 
can Associations (Naffaa), said he 
was successful in obtaining a com- 
mitment from the network to hire 
more Filipinos. 

But other Fil-Am groups criti- 
cized Melegrito for not following up 
on key demands, including a broad- 
cast apology, and instead opting to 
seek a partnership with ABC on the 
network's diversity programs. 

“(Melegrito) brokered sweet deals 


that have nothing to do with the real 
issue,” said Amedo Valera, legal 
counsel for the National Alliance for 
Filipino Concerns (Nafcon). 

"We are not mendicants asking 
for jobs," said Valera. "We want a re- 
alapology from ABC." 

Valera and other Nafcon leaders 
called for a boycott of ABC and its 
parent company, Walt Disney Co, 
along with more protest actions after 
reaching a deadlock on their demand 
for a broadcast apology at the Oct. 5 
meeting with Robert Mendez, the 
networks senior vice president for 
diversity and talent development. 

Melegrito held a second meeting 
with Mendez on Oct. 10 and then re- 
ported that he gota commitment from 
Mendez to give Filipino Americans 
"access to positions iri ABC as writers, 
directors, producers, including an in- 
ternship and training program.” 

"Our vision isto see more Fil-Ams 


occupying key positions in corpo- 
rate media,” Melegrito said in his 
report, "This is the only way we can 
feel confident that ugly episodes 
maligning us will not be repeated," 

Valera described Melegritos posi 
tion on the issue as a “sellout” and be- 
wailed what he described as “negoti- 
ating from a position of weakness, not 
strength.” Valera said he was shocked 
‘when Melegrito earlier asked him to 
cancel protest actions while a dialog 
with ABC was pursued, 

Rodel Rodis, a California-based 
lawyer who leads a progressive 
group within Naffaa, said he was 
“disappointed” with Melegrito, who 
he said “fell for very minor scraps.” 

Rodis and Valera agreed that 
Melegrito's position does not repre- 
sent the sentiments of many Fil- 
ipinos who overwhelmingly sup- 
port calls for continued protest ac- 
tions against ABC. 


‘Doing business in China’ seminar 


THE FEDERATION OF 
Filipino-Chinese Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
Inc. (FFCCCID, the largest 
organization of Filipino 
businessmen with Chinese 
heritage in the Philippines, 
and KPMG Manabat, Sana- 
gustin and Co., recently 
awarded the Best Account- 
ing Firm of the Year 2007, 
will present a business 
seminar on "Emerging 
Markets: Doing Business in 
China" next week 

The discussion is sched- 
uled on Oct. 16 at the Fed- 
eration Center in Binon- 
do, Manila, according to 
organizers. 

Guest speaker for the 
event is Honson To, Trans- 
action Services leader of 
KPMG's Financial Adviso- 
ry Services practice in the 


HONSON TO 


Central and Eastern China. 
region, who will arrive 
from Shanghai to address 
the 200-strong FFCCCIL 
delegation. 
who are attending the 
conference. 

KPMG's Global Insur- 
ance practice was awarded. 
Best Accounting Firm ofthe. 
Year at the Reactions Glob- 


and guests 


al Awards Dinner ceremo- 
ny in New York in August. 
Every year Reactions, the 
leading monthly insurance 
magazine, polls its readers 
on which firms, deals, ini- 
tiatives and indusry fig- 
ures are performing above 
the competition and are the 
leaders in their field. 

‘A second resource per- 


son for the seminar is 
John Gu, a partner of KP- 
MG China, who will assist 
in discussing the legal 
framework and the intri- 
cacies of doing business in 
China including transfer 
pricing, repatriation of 
profits and taxes. 

KPMG Manabat Sana- 
gustin & Co. Philippines, 
CPA, is the leading audit, 
tax, and advisory services 
firm in the country today It 
is a member of the KPMG 
international network of 
member firms, a Swiss co- 
operative with a global net- 
work of professional firms 
providing audit, tax and ad- 
visory services, It operates 
in 144 countries and have 
more than 104,000 profes- 
sionals working in member 
firms around the world. 
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Mr. Juan Tugas Jr. 
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Winners of HONDA WAVE 100R 
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‘Mr. Antonio ©. Pena Jr. 
(Rizal Makati) 
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products and be the next lucky winner of a brand new Toyota Avanza! 
on November 29, 2007. 
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commandant Maj. Gen. Renato Miranda, 
former Army Scout Rangers comman- >i : = e T 
dant Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and Medal of 
Valor awardee Col. Ariel Querubin—the 
opportunity to rebut the evidence 
against them during the preliminary in- 
vestigation. 
Biazon, a former military chief, visited 
the 28 Marine and Army officers and 40 
Army soldiers on Oct. 8 at their detention 
quarters in Camp Campin, the headquar- 
ters of the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division in 
Tanay, Rizal. 
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No charges 

“The 40 enlisted personnel continue to 
be placed in confinement without investi- 
gation and appropriate charges for any 
crime” in violation of the Articles of War, Bi- 
azon said in an Oct. 9 letter to Defense Sec- 
retary Gilbert Teodoro. 

The 28 officers are facing court-martial 
for mutiny and conduct unbecoming an of- 
ficer and a gentleman for alleged involve- 
‘ment in the plot to bring down the govern- 
ment in February 2006. The trial started in 
December 2006 but the officers have yet to 
be arraigned. 

Yesterday, Armed Forces Chief Gen. Her- 
 mogenes Esperon Jr. indicated that the fate 
of the 40 enlisted men would depend on 
the outcome of the case against the 28 offi- 
cers. 

"Do you discharge the enlisted person- 
nel when the officers have not yet even 
been arraigned? A good timing would be 
to arraign the officers first and decide 
what punishment would be fit for the of- 
fenses committed by the enlisted person- 
nel, because they were simply led to do- 
ing it by some officers,” Esperon told re- 
porters 


‘Dilatory actions’ 

Esperon said the 28 officers have been 
“taking dilatory actions" to delay the court 
proceedings, such as availing of perempto- 
ry challenges, or finding reasons why a per- 
son should not sit in the court-martial pan- 
el 

He said the enlisted men were supposed 
to go to Edsa on Feb. 24, 2006 from their 
field assignments as their officers declared 
a withdrawal of support from the govern 
ment. 

The enlisted men could face court-mar- 
tial or be slapped with administrative sanc- 
tions, said Army spokesperson Lt. Col 
Ernesto Torres. 


E al 
Some of the soldiers have been de- YN. 36» fi ea. pes i € 3 
tained since July 24 last year, while oth- Ẹ į d 1 | H B ü È s tw] OU 
ers were brought to Tanay last August $ ed ) 9 3 


and October. 

Torres cited Article of War 70 as the oper- 
ative law in the continued confinement of 
the soldiers despite there being no charges 
being filed against them. 

‘According to the provision, the person, 
being subject to military law, shall be re- 
stricted to his barracks or detention until 
their cases are resolved, Torres said 

But he said the soldiers were still receiv- 
ing their monthly wages. 

Biazon said the court-martial of the 28 
officers did not seem to conform with Arti- 
cle 71 of the Articles of War and the Manual 
for Courts Martial. 
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Esperon's Staff Judge Advocate, howev- 
er, reversed the panel's conclusion and rec- 
ommended a court-martial. 

“The spirit of Article 71 which is impar- 
tiality was overlooked. What could have 
been done is to conduct another pre-trial 
investigation,” said Biazon. 

The senator also urged Teodoro to set a 
clear policy on how the medical needs of 
the detained officers and soldiers are to be 
seen to. 

He said the medical center at the camp 
usually lacked the needed medicines and 
the detainees say obtaining clearance to go 
toa civilian hospital for check-ups takes too 
long. 
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By Jerome Aning 4 
ALBERTO BACANI 
Sr, the Filipino work- 
er held captive for 12 
days by militants in 
— M SALES - SERVICE - SUPPINES 
"with his family in 
Manila tomorow the COPYTRADE. 
Department of For- T 749-8155 to 56 + 781-3472 + 749-8216 


available 


arret PME Morne Deer i 
Freesinstallation 

Ca EET pre aL TEASER DE CR 
don, executive direc- 
tor of the office of the 


undersecretary for (= “INCREDIBLE PRICE 


fix sed the kidnap- OR RAN TY 
ing would be includ- 
Gi in a “situation re- now: P33,900 
port” for Nigeria that = 
would be sent to the 
Philippine Overseas 
‘Employment Agency. 
“It would be up to 
POEA if they wanted 
to revise the partial 
ban being implement- 
ed for Nigeria. [The 
deployment policy] 
may be changed in 
the next few days" 
Relacion tod re- WORE DISCOUNTS ON VOLUME ORDERS 
portersin a briefing. OnE ER AE WELCOME ES How 
The partial ban man 
a e we. [Nt eee ee md 
seas Filipino work- 
ers previously e 
ployed in Nigeri: 


who are allowed to 
return only if they 
were employed by j " 
ue Pene S INDE 36 years of professional training 
and would be work- F S 
ing in the same site. 
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tion program for 
is best for you. 
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ria—numbering 
2,820 as of June 30 
this year—contin- 
ues. He said DFA has 
assisted the return 
of about 53 OFWs 
since the tension be- 
gan in the southern 
states of Nigeria. 
Interviewed on 
dzRH radio Wednes- 
day evening, Ba- 
canis wife Nenita 
thanked the govern- 
ment for securing 
her husband's safe 
release and said 
they were eagerly 
awaiting his return 
to his hometown of 
Rosario, La Union. 
“I thank the Lord 
for helping my hus- 
band, as well as DFA 
staff and all those 
who helped in the 
prayer support for 
our family,” she said 
in Tagalog. 
Relacion said as 
far as the DFA was 
concerned, no ran- 
som was paid to the 
abductors, whom he 
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Power SECTOR 
ASSETS & LIABILITIES 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
Republic of the Philippines 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
for the 
Procurement of Services for E-Document Management System 


Power SECTOR 

ASSETS & LIABILITIES 

MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 

Republic of the Philippines 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
for the 
Procurement of Scanners and Hard Disk for 
for PSALM Corporation EMC CX-300 ITB Usable Disk Space for PSALM Corporation 
The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation, through ils 2007 Corporate 


4. The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation. through its 2007 Corporate 
Fae Saato Aana ane na tial Sanat FOUR MILLION FIVE HUNDRED, THOUSAND Operating Budget intends to apply the total sum of ONE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND 


tras te ue towing Proarmon of denn fr ocean agora seh ler ebony Poneto Som and Har BK fr EMG CAI To 
poppe MEE d pto pouce eres 

group" of the Move- Schedule | Description SS - 
ment for the Eman- T ‘Document Management System icanners. 


Delta, a militant or- Bids received In excess of the ABC shall be automaticaly rejecied at Bid opening Bids received in excess of he ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 


Description 


ganization respon: 
ble for a string of at- 
tacks on business 
firms in Nigeria's 
southern states. 

"We were told 
that the Nigerian se- 
curity services pres- 
sured the kidnay 
pers to free Bacani, 
the DFA official 
said. 


Printing life. 


wwwpuntiown. ph 


The Power Sector Assets and Lisbiities Management Corporation now invites Bids from eligible 
Bidders for the Procurement of Services for E-Document Management System for PSALM 
Corporation. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section Il of the Bidding 
Documents, ITB. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary 
passaii criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of RA. 
DA, and is restricted to Filipino citizensisole proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty 
percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines. and 
TG clizens or organizations of a county the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or 
privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to R.A. 5183. Only Bids from Bidders who pass the 
Bligibity check will be opened. The process for the eligibility check is described in Section Il 
Of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LC8) PER 
SCHEDULE shall advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determing 
Fesponsiveness of the bid lo technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract 
Shall hen be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRS) PER SCHEDULE 
‘who was determined as such during the postqualifcaton procedure. Bids must cover all the 
ems indicated in the Bidding Documents. 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information (rom Power Sector Assets and Lisbilties 
Management Corporation and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the address 
Below and upon payment of a non-relundabie fee in the amount of FOUR THOUSAND PESOS 
ONLY (Php 4,000.00}. The method of payment wil be either cash or check. The Bidding Documents 
Shall be received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative 

. The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference 
‘Open to al interested parties on 23 October 2007 st 2:00 PM at the Gih Floor, Banimer Bulcing, 
8786 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 

Bids and eigibiity requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 05 November 
2007, 200 PM. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid in Ihe form of cash, cashier's check, 
irrevocable leer of credit (1% of the ABC), Bank guarantee (1 14% of ABC) or Surety Bond (2 14% 
Of the ABC). Late Bids shall not be accepted. 
Bid opening shall be on 05 November 2007 at 0230 PM at the 6h floor, Bankmer Buiding. 6758. 
Ayala Avenue, Makati Cily. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who. 
‘choose to attend. 
"The Power Sector Assets and Liablties Management Corporation reserves the right to afkept 
OF reject any Bid, (o annul the bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any ime pnor io contract 
‘ward, without thereby Incurring any labilty to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation 
HELENA C. TOLENTINO 
Ih Floor, Bankmer Building, 6758, Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Teletax (02)8930699 
emaii: hetolentinogpsalm.gov.ph 

(Sg. HELENA C. TOLENTINO 
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The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation now invites Bids from eligible 
Bidders for the Procurement of Scanners and Hard Disk for EMC CX-300 ITB Usable Disk Space 
for PSALM Corporation. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section Il of the 
Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary 
passifal criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of R.A 
£83, and is restricted 1o Filipino ciizensisole proprietorships, organizations wih at least sixty 
percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging lo citizens of the Philippines, and 
To aitizens or organizations of a county the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or 
privileges to Filipino chizens, pursuant to R.A. 5183. Only Bids from Bidders who pass the 
Btigibaty check will be opened. The process for the eligibility check is described in Section I! 
of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) PER 
SCHEDULE shall advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine 
responsiveness of the bid lo technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract 
hal then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) PER SCHEDULE 
who was determined as such during the postqualificaton procedure. Bids must cover all the 
items indicated in the Bidding Documents. 


interested Bidders may obtain further information from Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corporation and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 


A complete sel of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested Bidders from the address below- 
Sod upon payment of a non-refundable fee In the amount of ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
PESOS ONLY (Pnp1,800.00). The method of payment will be either cash or check. The Bidding 
Documents shal be received personally by the prospectve Bidder or his authorized representative. 


The Power Sector Assets and Lisbilties Managemen! Corporation will hold a Pre-Bid Conference 
‘pen to all interested partes on 23 October 2007 at 2:00 PM at the 6th Floor, Bankmer Building, 
6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 


‘Bids and eigibilty requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 05 November 
2007. 200 PM. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of cash, cashier's check, 
irrevocable letter of credit (1% of the ABC), Bank guarantee (1 4% of ABC) or Surety Bond (2 14% of 
the ABC}. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


‘Bid opening shall be on 05 November 2007 at 02:30 PM at the 6th floor, Bankmer Bulding, 6756, 
Ayala Avenue, Makati Cty. Eids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who 
choose to attend. 


The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation reserves the right to accept 
Or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract 
‘ward, without thereby incurring any liabilty to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation 
HELENA C. TOLENTINO 
Tin Floor, Bankmer Building, 6758, Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Telefax (02)8930699. 
email: hetolentinoGpsalm.gov.ph 
(Sgd.) HELENA C. TOLENTINO 
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their 40s. Some are mothers (like Pri- 
‘eto-Romualdez, who brought her three 
handsome boys—four, if one counts 

"her husband Philip—to the awarding 
ceremony), and some are single, but all 

" were recognized for excellence in their 
work and its impact on society. 

“We don't mind [mentioning] our 
batches, do we, ladies? Because we're 
all independent," said moderator Lor- 
na Patajo-Kapunan. 

The TOWNS sisters, giggling girl- 
ishly, replied: “Yes!” 

‘The award has prestige because 
aside from a stringent nomination 
process, it is given only every three 
years, said TOWNS Foundation presi- 
dent Emy Villar. 


Return to roots 
Some 84 pioneering women pro- 
«fessionals have been recognized by 


TOWNS since its inception in 1974, 
and all awardees are incorporated as 
members of the foundation. 

“A lot have gone abroad, but they 
are doing some work for our country 
there. Still, we want them to continue 
their service here,” Villar said. 

The act of returning to one's roots 
marks the lives of two other 
awardees— broadcast journalist Maria 
Ressa, who resigned from her post as 
CNN Southeast Asia bureau chief to 
work in her motherland, and geologist 
Alyssa Peleo-Alampay, who gave up 
her US permanent-resident status to 
return to the Philippines under the 
“Balik-Scientist” program of the De- 
partment of Science and Technology. 

Ressa, now ABS-CBN senior vice 
president, turned emotional when 
she accepted the award, saying the 
recognition had "great personal 
meaning" to her. 

“Ies Cheche, she's my role model, eh," 
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Ressa said as she wiped her tears after 
being introduced by previous awardee 
Cheche Lazaro (of "Probe Team" fame). 
“You know, I don't get nervous, but this 
is really weird ... She's really the reason 
Tm back in the Philippines.” 

Ressa said her goal for the local me- 
dia was to set high standards and 
ethics. She said this would “develop 
the nation's minds.” 


Climate change research 

Peleo-Alampay, who holds a doc- 
torate in earth science at the Universi- 
ty of California, was acknowledged 
for her accomplishments in climate 
change research and earth history, 
and applying these to a country prone 
to natural disaster 

Education awardee Dina Ocampo 
continues to help children with 
dyslexia through Worldlab School 
Inc., which remains the Philippines’ 
only school specializing in learning 
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disabilities. 

Hilly Ann Maria Roa-Quiaoit of Ca- 
gayan de Oro City, the "mother of gi- 
ant clams,” was recognized for help- 
ing conserve endangered marine life. 
She was honored for her efforts in 
“culturing, producing and reseeding 
clams all over the country” to prevent 
the species’ extinction. 

Math professor Catherine Vistro-Yu 
was cited for raising the standards of 
the “deteriorating” teaching of math 
in the country. 

"We teachers get flak for the poor 
achievements of students in math. 
But both [female] and male teachers 
are really working to create a frame- 
work, which is a big step in standard- 
izing math teaching,” she sai 


DNAanalysis 

Microbiologist Corazon de Ungria 
was awarded for spearheading re- 
searches on the application of DNA 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


PHILIPPINE DA 


10 outstanding women hailed including PDI CEO/ 


analysis in crime investigation—and 
its impact on both victims and sus- 
pects who may have been given un- 
fair treatment in the judicial system. 

“We're now working on the cre- 
ation of judicial guidelines for the use 
of DNA analysis in the courts,” she 
said. “Hopefully, it will be out by the 
end of the year. [The importance of 
this is like] in the United States, over 
150 cases were overturned due to 
DNA evidence that came as part of a 
post-conviction analysis.” 

Cutiongco-dela Paz highlighted the 
importance of genetics, among other 
fields of medicine, in preventing, de- 
tecting and curing diseases that “all 
virtually have a genetic base.” 

Glecy Cruz Atienza, theater artist 
and professor at the University of the 
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City, 
was credited for turning theater into 
a “pedagogical force” to shape the 
lives of young people, making them 
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Eagle from extinction. 

‘The boxing icon bared his plans to 
help preserve one of the world’s 
rarest and most powerful birds after 
he was showered with red, white and 
blue confetti at the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources. 

Pacquiao, 28, fresh from his second 
conquest of Mexican Marco Antonio 
Barrera in Las Vegas, flew in early 
yesterday to a subdued, less festive 
welcome after a planned motorcade 
in Manila was scuttled. 

Mayor Alfredo Lim is going after 
Pacquiao for his failure to pay 
P120,000 in concessionaires’ fees for 
operating the Knockout Bar, recently 
demolished along with other unsight- 
ly eateries at the edge of Manila Bay 
that the boxer's former patron and 
erstwhile Manila chief executive Lito 
Atienza had established. 

Pacquiao denied the charge—a de- 
nial affirmed by Atienza, Lim's bitter 
political rival. 

Now the environment secretary, 
Atienza nevertheless managed a 
grandiose red carpet welcome for 
Pacquiao, He motored quietly to the 
main office of the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) in Quezon City after a similar 
warm welcome in Malacafiang led by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Thank you for your support and 
prayers. I got lucky again,” a smiling 
Pacquiao, clad in a striped white polo 
shirt, told the throng of well-wishers 
from a makeshift stage on the steps of 
the DENR building. 
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Saludo said the deliberations “like 
the identities of the unnamed media 
sources, must remain confidential.” 

‘The Senate will resume on Oct. 25 its 
investigation of the $329-million con- 
tract for the NBN project awarded to 
China’s ZTE Corp. President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo scrapped the deal on Oct. 2 
amid allegations of bribery, bullying, 
and overpricing. 


For national interest 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said deliberations and debates in the 
executive branch that lead to the for- 
mulation of policies and decisions were 
deemed private and thus, cannot be di- 
vulged in congressional hearings. 

"They remain to be covered by exec- 
utive privilege for reasons of national 
interest,” Ermita said in a starement. 

Ermita and Saludo said the same 
principle applied to deliberations in the 
Supreme Court and even Congress. 

The two Palace officials issued the 
statements to defend Neda Director 
General Augusto Santos who is refus- 
ing to give to the Senate minutes of the 
closed-door Neda meetings that led to 
the approval of the NBN project. 

Senators are threatening to file con- 
tempt charges against Santos. 

The lawmakers want to know why 
Santos’ predecessor, Romulo Neri, en- 
dorsed the NBN project even after he 
rejected the alleged bribe offered by 
then Commission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos St. 


Policy turnaround 

Invoking executive privilege under 
Executive Order No. 464, Neri refused 
to talk about the role of the President in 
approving the ZTE deal. 

The Senate also wants to know why 
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Manny, Ara 
star in new movie 


By Nikko Dizon 


PLAYING .MANNY PAC- 
quiao’s love interest in his new 
movie is sexy actress Ara Mina, 
who was romantically linked 
to the boxer a couple of 
months before his Las Vegas 
bout against Mexican boxer 
Marco Antonio Barrera. 

Both Pacquiao and the ac- 
tress denied the rumors. 

The rumors and being a 
communist rebel in a movie 
notwithstanding, AFP Chief 
of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron said that Pacquiao is an 
“inspiration” to the Armed 
Forces. 

“The fight was dubbed ‘Will 
to Win. If that motto sticks to 
every soldier, for that alone, 
(Pacquiao) deserves the pro- 
motion," Esperon said. 

So, the Philippine Army 
yesterday promoted reservist 
Pacquiao from technical 
sergeant to master sergeant 
for bringing honor not only to 
the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines but to the entire 
country for beating Barrera. 

Lt. Col. Emesto Torres, 
Army spokesperson, said the 


promotion took effect Oct. 7, 
the day Pacquiao scored a 
unanimous decision over 
Barrera in Las Vegas. 

Pacquiao was enlisted into 
the Army reserve force in 
April last year. 

Esperon said the promo- 
tion was the prerogative of 
the Army chief, Lt. Gen. 
Alexander Yano, but said it 
was well-deserved. 

It does not even matter if 
Pacquiao plays a communist 
rebel in his upcoming movie 
“anak ng Kumander,” Esper- 
onsaid. 

"Let's separate the movies 
from real life,” he explained, 
adding that Pacquiao is sim- 
ply acting ina film. 

Esperon said he found it in- 
teresting that Pacquiao, who 
arrived today from the Unit- 
ed States, would be portray- 
ing such a role in the movie. 

"But that's the fact of being in 
show biz. Sometimes, you area 
good person but you're given 
an ugly role,” Esperon said. 

Pacquiao himself is pro- 
ducing the movie which will 
be released as a Manila Film 
Festival entry in December. 


dwindling population.” 


awareness about these issues. 
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Puno: Garcia trying to drive 
a wedge between Lakas and Kampi 


By Alcuin Papa. 


INTERIOR SECRETARY RONALDO 
Puno yesterday said Cebu Rep. Pablo 
Garcia was trying to "drive a wedge" 
between the ruling Lakas-CMD led 
by Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's Kaba- 
likat ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), 
which Puno chairs. 

Puno said Garcia's accusation 
thathe had masterminded the filing 
of a deliberately weak impeach- 
ment complaint against Ms Arroyo 
was a case of sour grapes—a pur- 
ported result of the Cebu lawmak- 
ers failed attempt to wrest the 
speakership from De Venecia. 

"He (Garcia) is still sourgraping 
from the last speakership fight. I am 
‘wondering now why... they are train- 
ing their guns at me,” Puno, who also 
serves as Ms Arroyo's adviser on polit- 
ical affairs, said in a phone interview. 

He said he had not spoken with 
Garcia. 

Puno said Garcia's statements, 
which were reported in the INQUIRER. 
yesterday, were meant to muffle his 
support for De Venecia and were 
part of “an elaborate scheme to cre- 
ate confusion in the House.” 

"Panggugulo lang (It’s only meant 
to confuse). The objective might be 


to drive a wedge between Lakas 
and Kampi. I am a target, probably 
because I am advocating unity [be- 
tween] the House and the Speak- 
er—something which they are not 
happy with," he said. 

‘According to Puno, there have 
been past attempts to pit himself 
and the President on one side, and 
De Venecia on the other. He said 
that despite these, the ties between 
Ms Arroyo and the Speaker re- 
mained as strong as ever. 

"Would it benefit the President if 
the Speaker is weakened, and, for 
that matter, would the Speaker gain 
anything if the President is weak- 
ened?" he said. 

Kampi's coalition with De Vene- 
cia's Lakas "remains solid," he said. 
"We will not allow these mis- 
chievous claims to destroy that." 

Puno reiterated that any move to 
impeach Ms Arroyo would be “an 
exercise in futility” in the House. 

He said that “at best,” the House 
minority had only “30 or so” mem- 
bers—"and you need 80 votes to 
impeach." 

As for Kampi, Puno said the party 
remained united. 

“Out of our 53 members, I would 
say there are a maximum of around 
nine people [who are dissenting],” 


he said, adding that Sorsogon Rep. 
Jose Solis called a meeting of Kampi 
members the other day without his 
knowledge. 

“Within Kampi, only Solis and 
the others are actually pursuing the 
neck of the Speaker,” he said. 

Solis is part of a group in Kampi 
that had backed Garcia's failed bid 
for the speakership. 

Puno dismissed Solis’ calls to 
have him investigated in connec- 
tion with lawyer Roel Pulido's filing 
of the impeachment complaint. 

He said the only time he met Puli- 
do was at a recent television inter- 
view. 

"He is an enemy of the adminis- 
tration," Puno said of Pulido. "How 
con we, a party which is firmly be- 
hind the President, have anything to 
do with someone whose objective is 
to remove President Arroyo?" 

Puno also said that contrary to 
speculation, there was no need to 
“immunize” Ms Arroyo from im- 
peachment through Pulidos com- 
plaint because of the administration 
coalition's hold on the majority. 

"Immunity is already there by 
virtue of the preponderance of votes 
in Congress. That's the best immu- 
nization from impeachment.” With 
areport from Michael Lim Ubac 


iuiao for unifying the na- 
| victory. 

[ole nation celebrates yet 
tory in boxing for our na- 
hp," Ms Arroyo said. 

in led reporters in inter- 
lacquiao, who. said he 
| to fight every day if it 
an getting Filipinos to- 
ne nation. 

himself gave a preview of 
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protection when he intro- 
to the crowd as “environ- 
in addition to being the 
Imp." 

an endorser of San 

and a host of other prod- 
he had even asked Nike to 
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[ny apparel that he'd be 
public. 

said Pacquiao was serious 
lew advocacy and had even 
an initial P100,000 for the 
Eagle Foundation for the 
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| mong other meats. 
Ker, considered by Ring 
1s the world’s best "pound 
|" fighter, indicated he 
bining Atienza's campaign 
the environment, nurture 


"TII help in the best way I can. Tl go to 
places that need to be saved from degrada- 
tion, and campaign against illegal logging 
to protect our forests, and plant trees,” Pac- 
quiao later said in a briefing. 

Toward the end of the briefing, Atienza 
handed Pacquiao a poster and a pin bearing 
the picture of an eagle. 

Pacquiao said he wasn't retiring yet be- 
cause he realized that each of his fight had 
been helping “unite people” in a nation 
deeply divided and polarized by political 
controversies. 

“My fervent prayer to God is to make 
me an instrument of unity and under- 
standing. Help me spread unity and love,” 
he said. 

The boxing champ was joined in the 
briefing by Atienza and his son Ali, and lat- 
er on, by former Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis "Chav- 
it” Singson. 


Show biz and reality TV 

While preparing for his next fight, Pac- 
quiao said he would also pursue his plan to 
enter college, rejoin show biz and star in a 
reality TV show. (See story above.) 

“Prioritize your studies. Wherever you 
go, ifyou're educated, it's easy to land a job. 
Tm not encouraging you go into a boxing. I 
want you to finish school first," he said 
when asked for his message to the youth. 
With reports from Michael Lim Ubac and 


t of eagles, and raise 


Tarra Quismundo 
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lrnment made a complete poli- 
round on the NBN project, 
las supposed to be built using 
ather than government money. 
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Id: be given prime considera- 


| maintained that executive privi- 
ihe Cabinet, Congress and the 
Court was provided for by law to 
ee-flow and frank discussion. 
resident, Senate and Supreme 
} not commita crime when they 
"xecutive privilege, according 
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same secrecy cloaks media 
who would not speak freely if 
-ntities and off-the-record re- 
ould be made public,” he said. 
lo said that meetings of the Ne- 
‘tment Coordinating Commit- 
è covered by executive privi- 
«ing closed-door Cabinet dis- 


“The Cabinet fully supports trans- 
parency and dialogue on policy and 
governance matters, even as we abide 
by laws that provide for executive privi- 
lege in top level proceedings of the 
three branches of government,” he 
said. 


Behind closed doors 

If the President's men were wary of 
appearing at a public hearing, they can 
tell all behind closed doors in an execu- 
tive session, according to Sen. Francis 
Escudero. 

Based on Supreme Court decisions 
and the opinion of Sen. Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago, Escudero said executive 
privilege could only be used if it would. 
affect national security or diplomatic 
ties with other countries. 

“This means that the President was 
indeed involved and had done some- 
thing wrong which was why they fear 
the impact on national security because 
the people will likely revolt. In a way, 
they admitted the view that they have 
done something illegal which they do 
not want to bear,” Escudero said. 

The closed-door meetings, however, 
have come under fire. Sen. Joker Arroyo 
claimed that some senators had told the 
Tngumer that he had tried to stop Neri 
from tallóng more about the Presidents 
participation in the deal. Senator Arroyo 
said the Inoumer report was false. IN- 
Quien has stood by its story. 


Mismatch of interests 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan said the pub- 
lic wanted to know "who nearly got 
away with this anomalous transaction.” 

“Evidently, there exists a mismatch of 
interests between the ‘executive and 
legislative branches of the govern- 
ment,” Pangilinan said in a statement. 

Reports from Christine O. Avendaño 
and Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
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Lame excuses 


ON'T LOOK AT US, EDUCATION OFFICIALS ARE 
saying. Its the fault of some local government 
units, if not our predecessors’. 

That is the excuse the Department of Education is giving 
after the Commission on Audit found some P329 million 
Worth of textbooks, instructional materials, computers and 
information technology products lying idle and gathering 

molds in the storerooms of DepEd of- 
EDITORIAL 


fices in 15 regions. The COA audit re- 

port for 2006 said P187 million worth 
of textbooks were going to waste because they did not com- 
ply with the revised basic curriculum. Some P139 million 
worth of computers were either missing, left unused or re- 
mained underutilized due to the lack of technical resources 
and facilities to operate them. A couple of millions worth of 
other instructional materials were also left to gather dust. 

Education officials said the books that the COA found 
in DepEd storerooms were purchased back in 1999 to 
2002 by local government units to help ease the textbook 
shortage. In some cases, different titles were bought for 
the same subjects in the same grade levels, making it dif- 
ficult for students and teachers to follow their lessons. In 
at least one case, in Mandaluyong City, books bought by 
the city government for P17 million were the same as 
those supplied by the DepEd. In four regions, the books 
bought by local governments were riddled with factual 
and grammatical errors. And in all the regions, except Ca- 
gayan Valley, the books that were kept in storage did not 
comply with the revised curriculum and minimum learn- 
ing competencies prescribed. 

Apparently this is another case where haste made 
waste—and most likely enriched some city, town or 
provincial officials and congressmen. But the DepEd can't 
wash its hands completely in this mess. For did it not issue 
any guidelines setting the minimum standards for books 
to be purchased by the local governments? If it did, and 
these standards were not met, why did it keep quiet about 
it for at least five years now? 

Tt was not always the quality of the books that was the 
problem. In Metro Manila, according to the COA report, 
half a million books, which are presumably up to stan- 
dards, were simply not distributed to students for one 
reason or another. 

It is criminal to let P187 million go to waste anytime. 
But this time it was made worse by the fact that the ques- 
tionable purchases happened when every book had to be 
shared by three public school pupils on account of a text- 
book shortage. 

But if the DepEd deemed most of these books useless, it 
did find some use for some computers: to draft reports and 
prepare financial statements, but not for the purpose they 
were bought in the first place, which was to serve as teach- 
ing tools. The COA report said P115 million worth of com- 
puters and collateral materials were being used in the of- 
fices of the principals or supervisors. In Eastern Visayas, 
567 computers were just lying idle in DepEd stockrooms. 

DepEd officials blamed the suppliers for not training 
the teachers on how to use the computers. In a number of 
places, the computer textbooks were not appropriate for 
schoolchildren who were seeing computers for the first 
time. There were also several cases where the hardware, 
software, instructional materials and even CDs were de- 
fective. 

‘What all this shows is a bureaucracy that cannot make 
gainful use of available resources either because of in- 
competence, ignorance or graft and corruption. And the 
irony is that the DepEd, with Malacafang's blessing and 
encouragement, wants to embark on a more ambitious 
and more sophisticated Cyber Education Project that will 
cost the taxpayers $460 million. That is more than P20 
billion which is most likely to go to waste again. 


Humane veneer 


JHE LANDSCAPE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN THE UNITED 
States is rapidly shifting. A federal judge ruled that Tennessee's 
lethal injection method is unconstitutional. Then, the US 
Supreme Court announced it would hear a challenge to Kentucky's 


Lethal injection was adopted to put a humane 
veneer on the taking of a human life in the name 
of the state. However, it isn't clear that lethal in- 
jection under the common three-drug protocol 
is more humane than the execution methods 
that came before it. The high court, guided by science, should settle 
this issue, 
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Beware of judges about to retire 


ASK ANY PRACTICING LAWYER AND THAT'S 
an advice he may give you. He will tell you that 
some (not all, but only some) judges who are 
about to retire can sometimes be more deadly 
than your opponents and the facts of the case. 
And that you can win or lose a case not on the 
merits but on who you know and other 
things... 

But why single out those about to retire? Be- 
cause they are providing for their future; after 
retirement, they will have no other income ex- 
cept their retirement pay So like squirrels 
burying food for the winter, they fatten their 
bank accounts for the lean days ahead. 

Lean? But why lean? Justices and judges 
have generous retirement pay designed pre- 
cisely to make them live in comfort for the rest 
of their days. 

Itis plain greed that makes them do that. 

And while we are on the subject, I think re- 
tired justices of the Supreme Court should be 
banned by law from acting as counsels for liti- 
gants. Justices, retired or not, are held in such. 
high respect chat they exert undue influence 
on judges of lower courts. It is unfair for liti- 
gants to have retired justices opposing them. 
‘Judges are supposed to decide cases based on 
evidence, but the appreciation of evidence can 
sometimes be influenced by justices whom the 
judges hold in high regard. 

‘And it is no secret that because of the cama- 
raderie among judges of lower courts, the party 
represented by a retired judge usually has the 
‘upper hand. It is very difficult for a sitting judge 
to tur down a request by a fellow judge. Judges 
are only human. So isn't this a miscarriage or 
even denial of justice for the opposing litigant? 

‘Ask practicing lawyers and you will hear sto- 
ries of judges asking for big amounts “because 
they are about to retire." In land cases, such as 
‘expropriation proceedings, some judges add to 
the value of the land, at the expense of taxpay- 
ers, who will have to pay for the land. The 
amount added (let's say P1,000 per square me- 
ter) is reserved for the judge. Multiply the 
P1,000 per sq m overprice by the tens of thou- 


Neal H. Cruz zt 


sands of square meters usually involved in these. 
land cases, and you will see that the judge will 
be amply provided for the rest of his life. 

How many times have litigants heard judges 
say: “Dagdagan natin ng P1,000 per sq m ito 
para sa akin, magre-retire na ko eh (Let's add 
P1,000 per sq m for me. I'm about to retire)"? 
And people take these indiscretions matter-of- 
factly because, years ago, a prominent political 
leader made this comment on corruption cas- 
es: “What's wrong with providing for one’s fu- 
ture?" 

The Supreme Court may not yet be alarmed 
by this menace. But it should already be, and 
should do something because cases of retiring 
judges providing for their future are becoming 
too frequent for comfort. 

‘Two of the brightest spots in the economy 
are the turnaround of Philippine Airlines 
which only nine years ago was on the verge 
of bankruptcy (read the series on the PAL 
miracle in the Inquirer), and the unprece- 
dented increase in the price of shares of the 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. in 
the New York stock market to $70.42. 

‘The $70 breakout in the New York stock 
market is truly dizzying when you recall 
that only six years ago, PLDT stocks were 
selling at only PS a share. PLDT's market 
cap in the United States is now $13.3 billion 
(about P600 billion). 

It may be an exaggeration to say that 
credit should go to Manuel Pangilinan as 
PLDT's current chair and managing director. 
of First Pacific. But look at the facts: He as- 
sumed his present positions only in Febru- 


ary 2004, after serving as president and 
chief executive officer of the corporation for 
over five years, since November 1998, Dur- 
ing his presidency, he led the successful 
transformation of PLDT from a plain old 
telephony service (voice) into a convergent 
voice, data, video (multi-media) service. 

Before First Pacific made its investment 
in PLDT in 1998, the latter was saddled with 
large debts, inflated costs, tight cash flows 
and low credit ratings. Today, PLDT is con- 
sidered one of the best managed companies 
in the Philippines. It is considered a model 
for exemplary business management all 
over Asia and the Pacific. 

Pangilinan and PLDT have proven that 
the Filipino can. 

‘The Commission on Audit has discovered 
about P329 million worth of moldy textbooks, 
information and communication technology 
(ICT) products, computers and instructional 
materials in stockrooms, or lying around un- 
used in the offices of school officials. And yet 
here we are always complaining about the lack 
of textbooks and other instructional materials 
‘And also about the lack of money for class- 
rooms and teachers. 

‘And here we are eager to spend another P26 
billion for the Cyber Education project which 
‘would use television sets to broadcast lessons 
to all public schools in the country. For just 20 
minutes of lessons a day—not counting the 
days that the TV sets would be out of commis- 
sion because of typhoons, brownouts, ete. 
the taxpayers would have to cough up P26 bil- 
lion. 

In the first place, why is it necessary to 
broadcast the lessons to all the schools simul- 
taneously? Wouldn't it be more practical to just 
produce millions of DVDs and send them to the 
schools? One disc costs only a few pesos. And it 
can be played over and over again. If some stu- 
dents miss the lesson, they can replay the disc. 
On the other hand, once they miss a lesson in 
the Cyber Ed, itis gone for good. 


That schools may become dream-weavers 


‘THE INVITATION FOR THE SECOND INQUIRER 
briefing spoke poetically about the true mission 
of the teacher (citing Plato, as I learned during 
the forum): “So that you may be better able to 
discover ... the peculiar bent of the genius of 
each.” The actual talks by Inqunen columnists, n. 
contrast, were hard-nosed about the sad plight of 
Philippine education, but tried as well to find 
glimpses of the changes we continue to hope for 

The “by invitation only” briefing by Inquirer. 
writers last Wednesday, titled "Making Sense of 
Current Initiatives in Education,” featured 
Michael Tan, my neighbor in the Opinion pages, 
colleague in the UP faculty and comrade in 
arms in many public interest causes; and 
Michael Suarez, veteran journalist who led the 
Associated Press coverage of the last desperate. 
years of the Marcos regime and who has ad- 
vised the government on education reform. 

Tan spoke of high schools as “ecotones” 
which, in the best that my limited lawyer's imagi- 
nation can muster, are moments in evolution 
when a species steps onto a new phase and tran- 
sitions into higher and better adapted forms. He 
spoke inspiringly of his own students at Diliman 
and of his own study of the Boys’ Town experi- 
ment where poor students enjoy fully subsidized 
‘education. They found those transformative mo- 
ments that made them aspire for things that be- 
fore they wouldn't even dream of. 

‘Suarez spoke of the problem of over-central- 
ization, of how until recently almost every- 
thing—from choosing textbooks to ordering 
school desks and chairs—was decided by 
headquarters in Manila, and how this emascu- 
lates the school principals who are in the front- 
lines, excludes the communities who are the 
stakeholders, and fosters the rein of apathetic, 
laid-back bureaucrats. 

‘Whenever I teach in the United States and 
my wife and I would drag along our kids, we 
‘would enroll them in local public schools. The 
first thing we noticed was that our kids were 
happier there than in Philippine schools. The 
true culprit? The obsolete Pinoy (and Asian) 


PASSION 
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way of teaching, based on rote-memory and a 
teacher-knows-all authoritarianism. I have 
written about this pedagogical problem be- 
fore, and will not belabor it here. 

But there is yet a more basic difference, of a 
more managerial nature. US schools are small- 
erin scale, and Americans prefer it that way. 1 
‘understand that in Geneva, a child must attend 
a grade school within 1.5 kilometers from his 
home, fostering the proliferation of smaller 
but more energized schools. 

Contrast that to the Pinoy preference for 
large schools, with big names and huge parking 
Jors. It seems that the test of a great school is if it 
causes a traffic jam within a one-mile radius at 
7:30am. Hey look, you hoi polloi! We have lots 
of students, and they're all rich enough to be 
driven to school in cars! How big-time we are! 
The mind-set is fostered by the fetish for cen- 
tralization that Suarez lamented, yet it persists. 
Perhaps parents prefer to trust the Ph.D.s in 
their offices rather than the classroom teachers 
‘who should know the “peculiar bent of the ge- 
nius of each” student; or parents totally abdi- 
‘cate the task of teaching and thus need to hedge 
their bets and rely on play-safe devices like bu- 
reaucrats and fancy degrees. 

‘There was yet another issue of a managerial 
nature. The consensus among academic and 
business leaders (among them, the group Philip- 
pine Business for Education, or PBEd) in that fo- 
rum was that the private sector is ready and will 
ing to help, and the problem rather is the paucity 
of ideas for private sector intervention. 

Ican confirm from my personal experience 
the good sense expressed by the PBEd. When I 


was Law dean at UR it was my pleasurable task 
to get donors—loyal alumni and non-alumni 
alike—to contribute scholarships or upgrade 
existing scholarships, or for that matter, reno- 
vate Malcolm Hall. The harvest of grants, 
awards and donations exceeded all expecta- 
tions, but most important of all, the donors 
seemed only too happy to part with their mon- 
ey, confident that they had thus enlisted in a 
worthy cause. 

Establishing scholar grants is the one easy 
way to tap private funds for education. Filipinos 
prefer to give to tangible, palpable beneficia- 
ries, not to abstract entities, worst of all, to a 
twisted and lethargic entity like the Philippine 
government. Filipinos also have short-time 
frames and would flunk those old Paviovian ex- 
periments on the virtues of delayed gratifica- 
tion. By sending poor students to school, the 
smiles—and good grades, 1 hope—should be 
ample psychic rewards tothe benefactors. 

The president of the Philippine State College 
of Aeronautics (PhilSCA), Enerico M. Sampang, 
pointed out one big potential, and a scary haz- 
ard. The big potential is that of state colleges and 
‘universities (SUCS) that transfer marketable 
technical skills to thousands of students and, in 
the case of PhilSCA, producing fine Filipino pilots 
who are increasingly competitive with foreign 
flyers. If we will continue to rely on OFW remit- 
tances, Sampang’s PhilSCA will ensure that we 
export high skilled, well-paid labor, 

"The flip-side is the continuing threat that 
the government will curtail the exodus of Fil- 
ipino pilots—and PhilSCA cannot serve as an 
ecotone if the government is tone-deaf to the 
clamor of the common folk. 1 have in past 
columns spoken for both open-skies competi- 
tion and open recruitment of Filipino pilots, to 
the chagrin of nationalist friends. I hope the 
politically correct and the radical chic can 
break away from their time-warp, and beam 
themselves to the 21st century. 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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BETWEEN 2000 AND 2005, WHISTLE-BLOW- 
ers held hostage the life and death of two govern- 
ments. In 2000, Gov. Luis "Chavit" Singson 
spilled the beans on the multimillion-peso take of 
deposed President Joseph Estrada in the jueteng 
protection racket, triggering the first impeach- 
ment trial of a president in the country's history, 
the fall of his government to people power and a 
plunder case that ended with his criminal convic- 
tion in September. 

In June 2005, another whistler-blower former 
deputy director of the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation, Samuel Ong, revealed a purloined tele- 
phone conversation—tapped by military intelli 
gence agents—between President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo and former Comelec Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano, purporting to show her intervention 
in the count of the 2004 presidential election re- 
turns. 

Whistle-blower Ong's sensational disclosure 
sparked a political crisis that threatened the col- 
lapse of the newly elected govemment with the 
resignations of key Cabinet members and with an 
outbreak of people power demanding her resig- 
nation, 

Last month, the Arroyo administration stood 
on the brink of extinction, when another prospec- 
tive whistle-blower, former Socioeconomic Plan- 
ning Secretary Romulo Neri, was pressured by 
the Senate blue ribbon committee and executive 
session to compel him to rat on his confidential 
conversation with President Arroyo when he told 
her that resigned Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
reportedly offered him a P200-million bribe to 
endorse the broadband telecommunications pro- 
ject with China's ZTE Corp. 

‘Noteworthy is the fact that both Singson and 
Neri are insiders, Singson in a Mafia-like racket, 
and Neri, in the Cabinet. A corruption case was 
built on insider information from Singson and a 
corruption case is sought to be built on insider in- 
formation being extracted from Neri. Whatever 
manner through which information is pro- 
duced—whether volunteered as in the case of 
Singson, or under some form of duress as in the 
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case of the blue ribbon proceedings, Singson and 
Neri fall in the category of stool pigeons or 
squealers, betraying confidences or trade secrets 
among their confederates. 

In the Mafia, betrayal inevitably leads to assas- 
sination, which appeared to have been attempted 
when heavily armed police stopped and sur- 
rounded Singson's armored car in a dimly lit sec- 
tion of San Marcelino Street in October 2000. 
Luckily for Singson, he had the nerve to bunker 
himself inside his car and, resorting to no less 
thuggish method, called his armed bodyguards to 
thescene. 

Before Neri showed up at the Senate executive 
session, he was reported to have told a friend he 
feared that what he knew about the broadband 
deal could “possibly” lead, to the “downfall” of 
the administration. What Neri apparently feared 
was that he didn’t want to be held responsible for 
sparking another crisis for the Arroyo administra- 
tion, not excluding another people power of the 
kind that toppled the Estrada administration in 
2001. 

This is why President Arroyo will never allow 
Neri to reveal anything at Senate hearings and is 
shielding him behind the armor of “executive 
privilege,” a defense that Neri has stoutly invoked 
in the Senate hearings in his refusal to reveal in- 
formation opposition senators are determined to 
extract from him. 

Neti appeared at the hearings fully aware of 
their purpose. Opposition Sen. Francis Escudero 
admitted that the hearings were intended to pro- 
duce evidence that would “link directly” Presi- 
dent Arroyo to an allegedly corrupt transac- 
tion—not “in aid of legislation." Neri was there- 


fore forewarned he was being set up to be a 
scoundrel and to provide the smoking gun that 
‘would directly link the President to the deal. The 
opposition wanted Neri to make the case for 
them. No wonder, Neri did not oblige. He 
cammed up behind the shield of "executive privi- 
lege.” 

Singson had a powerful motive to expose the 
jueteng deal, his life was threatened, forcing him 
to take his documents to Jaime Cardinal Sin and 
Sen. Tito Guingona. This reason was more com- 

selling and powerful than monetary gain. Thus, 
Fe went for broke. Singson didn't seek to be a 
hero on behalf of public interest. Neri has far less 
to gain from squealing on his colleagues. He 
didn't want to be used by the opposition to do the 
homework for them as a resident insider in- 
former. He refused to be a whistle-blower. 

"The skullduggery over the Senate investiga- 
tion into the ZTE deal is enough deterrent to the 
public not to be used as the marshalling ground 
for another mass mobilization to bring down a 
government. The question is: Will the people re- 
spond to fresh calls to take to the streets on the 
basis of results of fishing expeditions? 

The people power movements of January 2001 
and of June 2005 were driven by whistle-blow- 
ers’ information. This has given them extraordi- 
nary power, as agents of political change, to de- 
cide the fate of elected governments. Whistle- 
blowers’ information as a basis for political action 
short-circuits the institutional procedures for 
change. That this irregular process has taken 
place with unsettling frequency in less than five 
Years undermines the stability of orderly transfer 
of power. It makes the objective of transparency 
in governance too dependent on whistle-blowers. 
Criminal prosecutions use a lot of insider's infor- 
mation extracted from state witnesses who 
squeal on their partners in crime. 

But to mount political action on the word of 
treacherous whistle-blowers is dangerous be- 
cause people power mob action does not require 
rigorous examination of evidence. Whistle-blow- 
ing heralds the approach ofa witch hunt. 


Outstanding women 


USED AS SHE WAS TO BEING THE ONLY WOM- 
an in a roomful of men, said Universal Motors 
Corp. EVP Elizabeth Lee, she could say that “there 
is more testosterone in this room full of women" 
during the presentation yesterday of this year's 
TOWNS awardees. 

Lee joins nine other women, including INQUIRER 
president Sandy Prieto-Romualdez, in bagging the 
recognition as one of The Outstanding Women in 
the Nation’s Service, an award given every three 
years to Filipino women (21-45 years old) who 
have proven to be outstanding not just in their 
fields of endeavor, but who also have contributed 
“to the knowledge, well-being and uplift of the na- 
tion.” 

‘The 10 awardees were also joined at the lunch 
affair held at Museo Pambata by TOWNS 
awardees before them, thus Lee's comment about 
being in a room filled with women of accomplish- 
ment, drive, determination and moxie, with or 
without the hormone blamed for male aggression. 

‘But most everybody present agreed that the 
2007 batch is worthy of recognition. Some of 
them may toil quietly in their own labs, class- 
rooms, offices and niches, some outside of Manila 
even. But they all have contributed toward creat- 
ing a more sustainable, protected environment, 
ensuring that Filipino children are better educat- 
ed, lifting the professional and ethical standards 
of the media, bringing scientific endeavors up to 
par with world-class standards, and enlisting the 
business sector in job creation and human re- 
source development. 

ALEXANDRA “Sandy” Prieto-Romualdez went 
up the stage with three unique accessories: 
her three sons who all bore a striking resem- 
blance to her. She was cited for the role she has 
played in “solidifying” the Ingumer's dominant 
place not just as the country’s most widely-cir- 
culated newspaper, but also as its most re- 
spected, and particularly for her leadership 
during the 1999 politically-instigated adver- 
tising boycott. These days, she has taken the 
lead in encouraging reportage on the “good 
news." But also among Sandy's accomplish- 
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ments was her initiative to get the INQUIRER in- 
volved in social causes, from the draught in 
Mindanao to readership advocacy, from envi- 
ronmental protection to focusing on the work 
of communities and NGOs. 

At the recognition, Sandy acknowledged 
“the women of Ingumer,” which includes her 
mother Marixi, who is the paper's board chair, 
because they are, she said, “the ones who give 
INQUIRER its soul.” 

Another awardee from media is Maria Ressa, 
senior vice president for News and Current Af- 
fairs at ABS-CBN. She may be best known for 
her work with CNN where she is 
for her investigative work on the Jemaah Is- 
lamiya terrorist group. But, she acknowledges, 
“Filipino journalists taught me what it means to 
be a journalist.” Having cut her journalistic 
teeth as a correspondent and editor with Probe 
Productions (her mentor—and now subordi- 
nate—Cheche Lazaro introduced her), Maria 
was plunged right into the action as she cov- 
ered the immediate post-Edsa period, including 
the numerous coups against President Corazon 
Aquino. Today, she says, her work consists 
mainly of “setting higher standards and stan- 
dardizing our ethics” not just at ABS-CBN, but 
among other media outlets as well. 

DINAS. Ocampo, an associate professor at UP Dili- 
man and mother of two, is aware of the irony that, 
as the leading authority on dyslexia and literacy 
difficulties in the country, she herself has a son 
who is dyslexic and living with attention deficit 
and hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). As she told 
the board of judges, "my professional interest has 
become my personal advocacy, entwined.” Today, 


she is acknowledged not just as an expert on read- 
ing education, but as an advocate as well for the 
use of the child's first language (or language at 
home) as the beginning language of education. 

‘Catherine Vistro-Yu, who serves on the faculty of 
Ateneo de Manila University is noted for her role in 
teacher education in the field of math. In 1996, she 
helped found MATHED, the national organization 
of mathematics teacher educators, seeking to raise 
the standards of math teachers around the country. 

Glecy Atienza, is an award-winning play- 
wright, actor and professor also at the UP who 
seeks to use theater as an educational tool, both 
for young people and ‘communities. In the words 
of the awards body: "She has turned theater into 
a pedagogical force in shaping lives." 

Elizabeth Lee may not be a teacher, but she 
knows what its like “turning around" a male- 
dominated organization like the Chamber of Au- 
tomotive Manufacturers of the Philippines Inc. 
Almost single-handedly, she worked to take on a 
more active stance on used vehicle imports (“thus 
saving the local car industry,” said Mel Alonzo, 
who introduced her), and to integrate social re- 
sponsibility into marketing efforts, tying vehicle 
sales to donations to a micro-finance organiza- 
tion to help create more micro-entrepreneurs. 
MA. CORAZON de Ungria and Eva Maria Cu- 
tiongco-de la Paz both work in the field of ge- 
netics research. De Ungria was one of the pio- 
neers in the use of DNA analysis for use in court 
cases and other forensic applications, including 
its use in sexual abuse cases, parti those 
against children. De la Paz, on the other hand, 
is one of only five medical geneticists in the 
country, involved in research into genetic ab- 
normalities and genetic factors in cancer. 

Ma. Alyssa Peleo-Alampay and Hilly Ann 
Roa-Quiaoit are both ardent champions of the 
environment. Alampay works in the field of ge- 
ology, or earth science, particularly on the is- 
sue of global warming. Quiaoit is a marine bi 
ologist based in Mindanao who pursues ap- 
plied research in both marine and freshwater 
aquatic habitats. 


‘La Naval’ and a medallion from a Thai king 


LAST OCT. 4, I WAS PRIVILEGED TO WITNESS 
the reenactment of the canonical coronation of 
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, better known 
as “La Naval de Manila.” This year being the 
100th anniversary of the canonical coronation, I 
thought it would just be the act of putting yet 
more precious crowns on the images of the Infant 
Jesus and His mother, not realizing that “canoni- 
al" coronations are a distinct honor bestowed by 
the pope on venerated images around the world. 

On Oct. 5, 1907, La Naval de Manila was the 
first image to be canonically crowned by the Apos- 
tolic Delegate Ambrose Agius, who is buried (and 
forgotten) in the gospel side of the Abbey Church 
of Our Lady of Montserrat along Mendiola (better 
known as the San Beda College Chapel). Since the 
crowning of La Naval, 23 other images of the 
Blessed Virgin have been crowned in the Philip- 
pines, among them the venerated virgins of Pe- 
fiafrancia (Bicol), Manaoag (Pangasinan) and An- 
tipolo (Rizal). 'm a bit jaded, but seeing the image 
of La Naval up close, without the glass that I was 
told is bullet-proof, was—to use a current expres- 
sion—an “awesome” experience. 

‘The reenactment of the canonical coronation 
was done by the bishop of Cubao who stood on a 
makeshift stage on the epistle side of the altar. After 
this, the image was borne on the shoulders of devo- 
tees a short distance to another stage in the center 
of the altar. The image was placed inside what ap- 
peared like an ornate cabinet with red doors and a 
hidden elevator; thus the image rose to the ap- 
plause of the public amid, music, lights and even 
theater smoke. Itwas a grand production, indeed. 

A few days later, I received a nice e-mail from 
Rev. Louie Coronel, OP who is in charge of the cel- 
ebrations, to gently correct a mistake. I had been 
told, wrongly, that the original image of La Naval is 
not allowed out of the church anymore, and that a 
copy known as "La Callejera" (The Streetwalker) 
was made to substitute for the venerated image. 
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‘Well, the Streetwalker is that which goes round 
the country spreading the devotion to the original 
image that is enshrined in Sto. Domingo Church in 
Quezon City. Well, it is the original 16th century 
image of La Naval de Manila that goes out of Sto. 
Domingo Church during the annual procession. 

‘Anyway, speaking of copies and reproductions, 
I remember reading an obscure article by Felix 
Roxas, former mayor of Manila and a devotee of 
LaNaval, whose research revealed that: 

“The community of Dominican friars arrived 
from Mexico prior to the arrival of the Augustini- 
ans, the Franciscans, and the Jesuits in the Philip- 
pines. About the last years of the 16th century, on 
the same site where the church of Santo Domingo 
is actually located in Intramuros, they erected a 
chapel where the Virgin of the Rosary, the image 
about two feet high, was venerated, the same im- 
age still conserved in an urn lying between the 
two towers of the belfries at the outer facade of 
the church. This original image was replaced by 
the present one which we owe to the chisel of a 
Chinese carver who executed the work without 
the intention of becoming a great artist, and com- 
pleted it as if he were guided by a divine inspira- 
tion, something he himself did not take into ac- 
count.” 

Any Filipino schoolboy knows that the Augus- 
tinians were the first in the country, not the Do- 
minicans; that the navigator of the Legaspi expedi- 
tion of 1565 was the Augustinian, Andres de Ur- 
daneta, Yet the idea that there was an earlier im- 


age before that which was canonically crowned in 
1907 is something we have to look into, even if it 
was probably destroyed with the church during 
the Battle for Manila in 1945. What did this “origi- 
nal” image look like? Is it still extant somewhere? 
‘And speaking of other things I was looking for dur- 
ing the festivities in Sto. Domingo last week, I was 
disappointed that Nick Joaquin's National Artist 
chain and medallion was not part of the oma- 
ments La Naval wore that night. There is a small 
museum in the cloister of Sto. Domingo Church 
that Ihave yet to visit because it may just yield the 
historical curiosities I have been searching for. 

More engaging is a small brooch that came 
from Norodom I, king of Cambodia, who visited 
the Philippines in 1872, the same year the Cavite 
Mutiny broke out and the Gomburza fathers were 
executed. He visited Manila, attended fiestas in 
Pampanga, and even made a trip to Taal volcano. 
‘This king is the grandfather of the more famous 
Norodom Sihanouk who visited Sto. Domingo 
Church in 1969 not to pay homage to the Virgin, 
but to see a medallion that Norodom I had gifted 
a certain young lady from Bulacan. It is said that 
the king had proposed to Josefa Roxas y Manio 
and was turned down. She died a spinster in 
1883. Her younger sister Ana was also given a 
piece of jewelry that reportedly has this inscrip- 
tion on the back: "A la Srta Da. Ana Roxas y Manio 
Recuredo de SM Norodom I, Rey de Cambodja" 
(To Miss Ana Roxas y Manio, a souvenir from His 
Majesty Norodom I, King of Cambodia). This jew- 
el was offered by Ana Roxas to the image of La 
Naval in October 1892 and was said to adorn the 
image of the Infant Jesus. 

This was last seen by Norodom Sihanouk in 
1969. This brogch may be trivial to most people 
but as part of a story of love and faith, itis very in- 
teresting indeed. 


(Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


3 R's plus one? - 


WEVE ALL HEARD ABOUT THE THREE RS, TWO OF 
which grammar purists find atrocious but here goes: read- 
ing, 'riting and'rithmetic. The three R's are the fundamentals 
which educators feel should go into each child's education, 

Tm going to discuss 'riting today, taking off from last 
Wednesday's column about penmanship, and then propose 
that in these times, perhaps, we need still another “r”: reli 
gion. 

First about writ- 
ing. My previous 
column mourned 
the deterioration of 
penmanship with 
each generation of 
Filipinos. The role of 
computers is obvi- 
ous, with even the 
briefest of letters now dashed off on a word-processing pro- 
gram. The photocopier, on the other hand, allows people to 
just "Xerox" an article, a book, or, as with many students 
these days, their classmates’ notebooks. 

Palmer and others 

Last Wednesday night, 1 had to be at the INquinen office. 
and, over cocktails, some of us talked about this issue of pen- 
manship, especially about specific styles in Assumption and 
in Maryknoll (now Miriam), although no one seemed to 
know what the names of the writing styles were, 

For the males, it looked like only La Salle had a pre- 
scribed system, but two of the luminaries at the INQUIRER 
cocktails said, tongue in cheek, that they were examples of 
where La Salle failed; they never quite got the scripts. In my 
column, I said La Sallites were taught the Spencerian script 
but my Uncle Lawrence, who did master the style, said it's 
actually the Palmer system. He also clarified that he, being 
much much younger, was not among La Salle's pre-war 
batches (oops, sorry Unclel). And indeed at the Inuinen, I 
met (relatively) younger La Salle high school alumni who 
said the Palmer system was still taught at least up to the 
1960s. 

I did some research on the Palmer system and realized this 
was probably the script taught in our public schools, with the 
black cardboard strips posted on classroom walls as guides. 
It was first formulated in the late 19th century by Austin 
Palmer, who had learned the more fancy and ornamental 
styles from another master penman (yes, that was an occu- 
pation in itself) but saw the need for a more practical script 
to be used in business: for writing out receipts and letters, 
and for record-keeping. : 

‘You can see one aim would have been legibility, so each 
transaction was clearly spelled out. Good handwriting was 
also seen as part of etiquette, a sign that you respected the 
person you were writing to. Finally, the writing manuals em- 
phasized discipline and hard work with endless exercises of 
copying the scripts to master them. 

Palmer or Spencerian (which was also formulated for 
business correspondence), or just any plain handwriting sys- 
tem, I think it’s important we bring back good penmanship 
into our educational systems. Far Eastern University presi- 
dent Lydia B. Echauz told me that she does look at the. 
manship of job applicants because they tell her something. 
about the person. Many companies, as well as schools, do re- 
quire a handwritten application or essay because they want 
to checkout the penmanship. 

1 should mention, too, there are courses now for physi- 
clans to correct atrocious handwriting. It used to be that 
“malgraphicus medicus" was standard, part of a physician's 
aura of mystery and power. But times have changed and 
there's been pressure— mainly from pharmacists tired of de- 
ciphering doctor's prescriptions—for the doctors to write 
clearly. 

So, check out your kids’ handwriting if you want to help 
them get into good schools or companies. And while you're 
atit, check your own handwriting as well... 

Eid'l Fitr 

Now to the other “r”: religion. Today we celebrate Eid'l 
Fitr but I'm sure many people only appreciate it as a holiday, 
with little understanding of what it means. It's an important 
(some will say the most important) Muslim holy day, mark- 
ing the end of a month of fasting or Ramadan. 

Slowly, the media are picking up on Ramadan and Eid' Fitz, 
but it's still given too little coverage when compared, say, to 
the Chinese New Year. I'd like to see more of the Ramadan ex- 
plained, with its dawn-to-dusk fasting, if only to challenge 
non-Muslims with the way they practice their faith. According 
to an AlJazeera news report, Malaysian astronaut Sheikh 
Muszaphar Shukor did observe the daily Ramadan fast when 
he was sent up into space and he will be celebrating the Eid up 
there with vacuum-packed skewered chicken, banana rolls, 
fermented soybean cakes and ginger jelly 

Beyond Ramadan though, it would do well for Filipinos to 
learn more about the world's many faiths, and their social 
and historical contexts. Catholics, for example, know too lit- 
tle about Protestantism as an attempt to reform the Catholic. 
Church. 

Some years ago at UP's College of Social Sciences and Phi- 
losophy, we began the process of having a General Education 
course on religion approved, but the plan has stalled because 
its main proponent went overseas to finish his doctorate. 

Mind you, Iremain a staunch civil libertarian who believes 
in the separation of Church and State; but I also believe that 
the best way to defend freedom of religion, if not the whole 
range of human rights, is to introduce religious studies in 
state universities. Britain is an example where religion is 
taught in public schools. 

Religious extremists thrive when people are exposed only 
to one religion, often with a distorted interpretation of its 
scriptures. worry that religious extremists who want theoc- 
racies—Christian or Muslim—are gaining ground because 
‘we leave religion to them and to their teachings of hatred 
and bigotry. 

Many years ago I was with Adel Tamano (yes, the one 
who coordinated the Genuine Opposition's campaign) in a 
TV panel and I was struck by something he had said: “Our 
religions are very different and it's important to recognize 
those differences." Tamano is Muslim but he studied in Ate- 
neo. 

1 agree with him, and feel uneasy with propositions like 
“Oh all religions are alike" or ‘Jesus or Allah or Buddha, 
they're all the same god.” Buddhas, incidentally, are not seen 
as gods, and statements like that show how religions can be 
5o easily trivialized. Teaching religion in schools will help us 
to understand the ways people try to make sense of our exis- 
tence, and what it means to be a "good" person. Teaching re- 
ligion in schools might also help us to go beyond mechanistic 
prayers and rituals, to a more dynamic practice where we 
learn from all faiths, to strengthen our own. 
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THE CURRENT SEN- 
ate investipation on 
the NBN-ZTE deal 
calls to mind the case 
of then US Interior 
Secretary — Richard 
Ballinger. The case 
was also the subject 
of a US congressional 
investigation involv- 
ing two vital witness- 
es: Louis Glavis and 
Frederick Kerby, 
Ballingers assistant 
and stenographer, re- 
spectively. In that 
case, duty and loyalty 
became a central is- 
sue—in — particular, 
the moral duty of a 
subordinate to dis- 
close what he thinks 
are policy deviations 
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When obedience 
becomes dangerous 


made by his superior ; 
public officer. 

On this case, allow 
me to lift from a page 
of “The New Meaning 
of Justice" by Ernest 
Wyzanski Jr, a bril- 
liant trial judge who, of superiors .. the 
in his lifetime, was one thing we need is 
considered one of men in subordinate 
America’s "most elo- places who will think 
quent legal spokes- for themselves and 
men.” who will think and 

In Glavis case the actin full recognition. 
subordinate believed of their obligations as 
his chief, Ballinger, part of the governing 
was surrendering body... We want ev- 
portions of the public ery man in the Ser- 
domain to private ra- vice ... to recognize 
pacity. The stenogra- that he is part of the 
pher Kerby knew governing body 
from the letters he (that) they cannot be 
had transcribed that worthy of the respect 
Ballinger, Attorney and admiration of the 
General Wickersham people unless they 
and President Taft add to the virtue of 
had misled the con- obedience some other 
gressional committee virtues—the virtues 
as to the chronologi- of manliness, oftruth, 
cal order in which of courage, of willing- 
documents had been ness to risk position, 
prepared, and thus ..to risk criticism 
had altered their im- to risk the misunder- 
port and value. standings [that] so 
(Shades of the NBN- often come when 
ZTE deal?) people do the heroic. 

So these questions: thing" 

What was the duty of Incidentally, in that 
Glavis and Kerby un- Ballinger case, Bran- 
der those circum- deis cited four cardi- 
stances? How far and nal virtues of a wit- 
to whom, were they ness: power of obser- 
warranted in becom- vation, perfection of 
ing informers? Was memory, clarity of ex- 
there an overriding pression and ability to 
obligation to individ- envisage the whole 
uals with whom one situation into which 
had been confiden- his testimony fits. 
tially associated? Past forward: How 
Could this conflict of about measuring the 
attachments be re- testimony of the wit 
solved by a pro- nesses in the Senate 
founder understand- inquiry into the ZTE 
ing of the principle of deal against such 
loyalty? standards? 

The counsel for — Footnote: a quote 
Glavis, the brilliant from Oliver Gold- 
Louis D. Brandeis smith's “The Deserted 
(later appointed US Village" 

Supreme Court jus — "Il fares the land, 
tice; famous for his to haseming ills a 
independence of prey 

mind), aply an- — Where wealth ac- 
swered those ques- cumulates, and men 
tions, as follows: decay" 

"The danger in —EDMUNDO H. 
America is not of in- ESCALANTE, 
subordination, but retired judge, 
of too complacent Gubat, Sorsogon 


obedience to the will 


Growth is notall economic 


ANG GALING TALAGA NI JESS ABRERA! HE 
is using his signature talent in his comic strip 
“A. Lipin" to share his experience during his 
visit to Northern Samar, where he was a spe- 
cial guest speaker at our recently concluded 
"Seminar on Environmental Journalism" for 
the young writers of different school publica- 
tions in Region 8. He has done us proud. 

We are happy that the Inquirer has become 
part of our efforts to make Northern Samar 
known not only for its typhoons, NPA raids or 
military campaigns, but also for its struggle for 
transformative education. The Seminar on En- 
vironmental Journalism, for example, was 
sponsored by SHIFT Foundation in coopera- 
tion with the Philippine Foundation for the En- 
vironment and the provincial government of 
Northern Samar. 

May we also take this opportunity to thank 
Juan L. Mercado for his insightful column last 
Sept. 4 on the importance of the passage of 
House Bill 4764 that seeks to protect the re- 
‘maining primary forests of the island of Samar 
by declaring them part of the Samar Island 
Natural Park, 

In the same spirit, I wish to congratulate 
Mayor Melchor Nacario of Calbiga, Western 
‘Samar, for that inspiring video aired on ABS- 
CBN last Sept. 22. The video showed his town's 
efforts to preserve its art and heritage; and his. 
great sense of urgency to preserve the biodi- 
versity of its environment, expressed in his call 
for a total ban on mining and rejecting the lu- 
nacy that development can be measured pure- 
ly in terms of economic progress. For him, the 
preservation of art, heritage and the environ- 
ment overrides progress that will result in our 
losing everything. 

—SR. MARIBEL CARCELLER, RSCJ, 
executive director, 

SHIFT Foundation, 

Mondragon, Northern Samar 


IF you have any complaints, grievances 
or suggestions about the treatment of 
news and photos by the Inquirer, you may 
write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of 
Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ 
inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete address 
and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 
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From page Al 


activities such as drug trafficking and 
gambling. 

Government personnel, such as po- 
lice officers and local government offi- 
cials, have been identified as the prime 
suspects in at least nine of these cases. 


Killing of Mariano 

‘A case in point is that of broadcaster 
Roger Mariano of Laoag, Ilocos Norte. 
The murder case against Mariano's sus- 
pected killers is pending at the Manila 
Regional Trial Court (RTC) Branch 54. 
The primary suspects are Senior Police 
Officer 4 Apolonio Medrano and his al- 
Jeged accomplice, Basilio Yadao. 

Medrano was a member of the Philip- 
pine National Police Criminal Intelligence. 
and Detection Group and was assigned at 
the Cordillera Autonomous Region at the 
time of Mariano's death. 

Mariano, 44, was one of the most 
critical broadcasters in Ilocos Norte. Lo- 
cal officials feared being the subject of 
Mariano’s hard-hitting commentaries 
in his popular radio program, according 
to the broadcaster's colleagues. 

"Roger Mariano in Action” was aired 
over dzJC Radyo Natin-Aksyon Radyo. 
Mariano, known asa fearless and critical 
journalist, started in radio broadcasting. 
in 1990. He would discuss the most con- 
troversial issues of the day in his pro- 
gram. More often than not, local officials 
‘were the subjects of his broadcasts. 

‘On the night of July 31, 2004, Mari- 
ano announced over the air that he 
would be reporting a major story on a 
corruption scam he had uncovered in 
his next broadcast. 

Mariano never got the chance to do 
so; He was killed that same night. He 
was gunned down between 7:30 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. by then unknown assailants 
while riding home on his motorcycle 
after his radio program. He was shot 
several times in the back and head. 


Case of Philip Agustin 

Mariano was wearing a trademark belt 
bag that contained a disk with informa- 
tion about alleged scams in a local elec- 
tric company. His belt bag was missing 
when his body was recovered. Mariano's 
‘wristwatch and wallet were untouched. 

Dingalan, Aurora-based journalist 


the Asia-Pacific. 
The 


crowd that saw Pac- 
quiao’s homecom- 
ing at daybreak at 
the Centennial Ter- 
minal. 

‘Armed with digi- 
tal cameras and 
camera phones, 
roughly 300 ground 
handlers, safety offi- 
cers, utility workers, 
mechanics, and air- 
line staff with ramp 
clearance turned up 
at Naia’s main air- 
craft movement area 
as the largest civilian 
plane approached. 


3 basketball courts 
"It is huge!” said 
one employee as the 
superjumbo jet ap- 
peared on the hori- 
zon, noting the 
plane's wings 
spanned the length 
of almost three bas- 
ketball courts. 
Blue-clad work- 
ers stood near Ter- 
minal s aero- 
bridges and under 


comparable to 


Julien Manhes, 


many as 800. 


least ... 
she has 


make sure 


two-deck, 
$390-M aircraft with 
a total cabin height 


eight-story building 
had a smooth touch- 
down at the Naia af- 
ter a stop in Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 
The plane is as 
long as a Boeing 747, 
with fuselage length 
that’s just shy of a 
football field's, said 


380 senior marketing 
manager. It can seat 
525 passengers in the 
three-class setup, but 
can accommodate as 


“With the landing 
of the A-380, we 
have proven that 
Naia can handle the 
380, our runway at 
Now that 

landed, 
there are things that. 
have to be done to 
that 
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Figure 3: Deaths by region 


But while Esperats 
killers were convicted, 


Joumalists killed in the line of duty during the Arroyo administration by 


region 


the murder case against 
suspected masterminds 
Osmefia Montafier, De- 
partment of Agriculture 


(DA)-Region XII finance 
officer and Estrella 
Sabay, DA-regional ac- 
countant, still needs to 


be reopened after be- 


ing prematurely dis- 


$ 3 


missed by Judge Fran- 


Number of slain Joumalists 


2|s|e[e|s 


ej? TR " 


Regions 


cis Palmones of the 

Tacurong City Regional 
"Trial Court. 

That case would not 

| have prospered without. 


the efforts of the Free- 
dom Fund for Filipino 


Philip Agustin had also been writing and 
publishing reports critical of the local 
mayor. In the last issue of Starline Times 
Recorder, Agustin accused Dingalan 
Mayor Jaime Ylarde of misuse of funds, 
relief goods and logs intended for the re- 
habilitation of the town, which had been 
hit by flash floods and landslides in 2004. 
The CMFR study found that like 
Mariano and Agustin, most of those 
killed worked in the provinces. Even in 
urbanized areas in the provinces, the 
journalists killings are not likely to get 
the kind of national attention that will 
press police to investigate them. 
Moreover, 10 of the slain journalists 
were blocktimers in local radio stations 
not affiliated with national networks; 
six other journalists were on the regular 
staff of local stations; seven dabbled in 
both radio and print; one had stints in 
both television and radio; only five 
were purely print journalists and one 
was an online news photographer. 
Similarities 
Of these journalists, only 11 had 
current Kapisanan ng Brodkaster ng 
Pilipinas (KBP) accreditation, while 
four had expired accreditation and 13 
had no accreditation at all. Moreover, 
another similar characteristic is that 
most of the slain journalists did not 
have academic training in journalism. 
‘About 42.4 percent had college de- 
grees in fields not related to journalism 


we're ready for com- 
mercial operation at 
the terminal,” said 
Naia General Man- 
ager Alfonso Cusi. 
For A-380 test pi- 
lot Capt. Peter 
Chandler, the A- 
380s 6lst airport 
"was an easy one. 
“Basically, the air- 
plane can operate on 
any runway that can 
take the larger types 
of aircraft,” Chan- 
dler said in a press 
conference at the 
Naia Terminal 1. 


conditions." 


an 


A 


Cleaner, quieter 

Test plane 
MSNO09 is sched- 
uled to fiy to the 
Diosdado Macapagal 
International Airport 
in Clark, Pampanga, 
this morning to con- 
tinue the test pro- 
gram meant to 
“demonstrate that it 
can be turned 
around under nor- 


er cleaner, 


mal airline operating 


The aircraft is not. 
fitted with the typi- 
cal cabin amenities 
yet, just equipment 
and other technical 
requirement 
long-range flights. 
The tour is aimed 
at showing the plane's 
ability to complete 
long-haul fights and 
keep up with the de- 
mands of actual com- 


Or mass communication. Some 18.2 
percent did not finish college, 12.1 per- 
cent only finished high school; while 
24.2 percent did not have any available 
record of their educational attainment. 

Only 3 percent had college degrees re- 
lated to mass communications. However, 
at least 12 had attended short courses 
and training programs conducted by the 
KBP and other media organizations. 


internationally infamous 

Intemationally, the Philippines is no 
longer the “most dangerous country for 
Journalists outside a war zone,” a negative 
distinction the country gained in 2005 and 
2006. Russia now has at least 25 percent 
‘more slain journalists than the Philippines. 

But Joel Simon, the executive direc- 
tor of the New York-based Committee 
to Protect Journalists, told CMFR in a 
recent meeting that the Philippines re- 
mained high in his organization's rank- 
ing due to the culture of impunity that 
persists in the killing of journalists. He 
noted that the number of solved cases 
and actual convictions of journalists’ 
killers remained extremely low. 

‘Only one case was successfully conclud- 
ed in 2006. The assassins of 


a trial that began in mid-2005 
and ended in October 2006. 


‘It’s huge!’ It's bigger than Pacman . . . «« 


cost-efficient at the 
same time. As of this 
month, Airbus has 
185 orders and pur- 
chase commitments 
from 15 customers. 


for 


is touted asa "green- 


quieter 


and smarter" as the 
aircraft maker said 
the plane makes the 
least environmental 
impact while being 


parked smaller air- 
craft to take a peek, 
hear and feel the 
aircraft touch down. 

"Many have been 
waiting for the land- 
ing because they 
‘want to see if the air- 
port can handle it," 
said another worker. 

The plane's four 
giantengines, rough- 
ly the size of a pri- 
vate jets fuselage, 
were still whirring 
when workers dar- 
ingly walked close to 
the aircraft and start- 
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PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 


‘Crp Coat, 10 Sue Beier. P Cj 
estime 312999) we pésheo greg 


PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR 


: ALL ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS; PHILHEALTH REGIONAL 
OFFICES, CLAIMS DEPARTMENTS; AND ALL OTHER OFFICES 
CONCERNED 


Discontinuance of Compensabllity of Claims for Cataract 
‘Surgery Performed During Medical Misslons and thru Other 
‘Recrultment Schemes and Further Limiting the Number of 
Compensable Claims for Cataract Surgery 


ed taking solo and 
group shots with the 
blue Airbus A-380 lo- 
go as background. 
The — photo-aking 
went well into the af- 
ternoon, 


150-hour tour 
The plane flew to 
Manila as part of a 
150-hour technical 
probing tour in des- 
tinations in North 
and South America, 
the Middle East and 


Pursuant to PhilHealth Board Resolution No. 1046 s.2007, PhiHsalh shali hereby 
discontinue the compensabilly of claims for cataract operations perormed during 
‘medical missions and other recrutment schemes for calaract surgery. 


The said Resolution also drecis Phat lo employ necessary measures io imit be 
mumber cf ciaims for the said procedure which may be compensated under tte 
program by ascerirng tha veracity of volume cms prr to processing and payment. 
Tnolemeritng guidelines for compance to this Circular shal be Issued forthwith 
“his crar shall ake fec on all claims for cataract operations with admission 
dates starting November 1, 2007. AI other issuances inconsistent herein are 
hereby repealed and modified according. 


For strict compliance. 


(Sad.) LORNA O. FAJARDO 
‘cling President & CEOIEVP (COO) 
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fatima eye las 


Journalists Inc. (FFFJ), 
which assisted government prosecutors 
by hiring private prosecutors in the Es- 
peratand Damalerio cases. 

Established in 2003, the FFFJ is a 
network of media institutions dedicat- 
ed to raising funds for assistance to 
journalists under siege and slain vic- 
tims’ families. It also undertakes press 
freedom advocacy campaigns. 

CMFR serves as the FFFJ's secretariat. 
The other FFRJ members are the. Philip- 
pine Press Institute (PPI), the Center for 
‘Community Journalism and Develop- 
ment, the KBR the Philippine Center for 
Investigative Journalism, and the US- 
based newspaper Philippine News. Its 
current board chair is Jose Pavia, execu- 
tive director of PPI, who recently suc- 
ceeded Philippine News Danny Gozo. 

"The FFRJ is currently overseeing other 
pending cases of slain journalists, even as 
itis hoping for convictions in the cases of 
slain journalists Philip Agustin, Roger 
Mariano and Rolando Ureta this year. 
Most dangerous zones 

Of the cases, 15.2 percent are under 
trial, 51.5 percent are still under inves- 


tigation, 15.2 percent have been dis- 
missed due to lack of evidence, and 


keer 


Rees 


aes 
i Fatima 


Fatima University Medical Center 
120 McArthur Highway, Valenzuela City 
Tel 293-2703, 293-271 

Fax 293-2705 
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ofj ournalists slain since 2001 exposing E 


12.1 percent are pending: d 

Philippine provinces are not equali 
dangerous for journalists. In 2006, Li 
zon proved to be as dangerous to jot 
nalists as Mindanao in the previous yee 
with an equal 15.2 percent in four 
gions: Regions III (Central Luzon); TV-A 
(Calabarzon); IX (Zamboanga Peninsif- 
la) and XII (Socckssargen). Runner-u} 
was Region X (Northern Mindanac 
with 12.1 percent of the death toll. (Se 
Figure 3: Deaths by region) 
Well-known pattern | 

Research into the locations of the slay} 
ings confirmed an already well-knowh 
pattem in the modus operandi of the at- 
tackérs. Most of the killings occurred n 
the journalists’ place of work or homd. 
"This indicates that the murders were p 
meditated, with the assassins studying 
daily routines of their victims. 3 

CMFR also discovered that news orga- 
nizations do not provide their staff with 
guidance on safety as a matter of course, 

While there is increasing internation 
al pressure to solve extrajudicial killings 
in the Philippines, the reaction of gov- 
ernment in finding real solutions to end 
the cycle of violence is slow in coming. 

There is a need for media organizd- 
tions to make a concerted effort to r 
duce the violence even as CMFR hi 
consistently emphasized that the legi 
mate exercise of press freedom should 
never be penalized, but that erring anl 
abusive journalists may be sanctionet 
through existing means of self-regula- 
tion, with lawsuits for libel and slandér 
being the last resort. 

But, as the study shows, certain facto 
contribute to the press’ individual and irf- 
stitutional vulnerability that need to be 
addressed via ethics and safety training, 
media accreditation by the KBR continu: 
support for legal defense, and the sett 
up of Citizen Press Councils around the 
country to promote press accountability 
and to provide safe venues for the airing of 
grievances against erring journalists. 

With research by Jose Bimbo E Sant 
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Clearly, we're moving forward | 
and flying high. SN 


ba 


Despite its entry into the Amended and Restated Rehabilitation Plan in 1999, the nation's flag 
carrier has showed putitanding improvement, beating fatal market threats and accomplishing 
7 A one of the greatest turnaround stories the industry has ever known. 


With great pride and honor, Philippine Airlines ends its recuperation period. The remarkable 
team efforts of the PAL.management and 7,500 workforce have propelled the organization to 
rise above turbulent times; and still clearly emerge as No.1 in fhe country’s airline industry. 


And so with all our countrymen, we look forward to much brighter days ahead as we celebrate 
this momentous achievement. y 


: ad Philippine Airlines 
Clearly No.1 


www philippineairlines.com 
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JDV delaying tactic for ouster of 2 Cabinet men, GSIS chief 


By Norman Bordadora cording to the congressman against the filing of any other “If this is true, this is a big Commissioner Napoleon other officials fired. 

who endorsed the complaint. impeachment complaint blow to the separation of pow- Morales and Philippine The impeachment complaint 
SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA Laguna Rep. Edgar San Luis against the President. ers,” he added. Amusement and Gaming Corp. filed by lawyer Roel Pulido and 
tried to delay the referral of the revealed this in a privilege “He wants to use this to take Aside from Garcia, San Luis chair Ephraim Genuino. endorsed by San Luis is seen by 
impeachment complaint speech just minutes after De Malacafiang and the entire said his information also Garcia is the son of Cebu the House opposition as a weak 
against President Macapagal- Venecia inhibited himself from country hostage. That's why showed that De Venecia want- Rep. Pablo Garcia who ran complaint in connection with 
Arroyo because he wanted the the referral of the impeach- he's delaying the referral ofthe ed Ms Arroyo to remove the against De Venecia in the last the Presidents alleged $329- 
heads of Government Service ment complaint to the House impeachment complaint that following from the govern- bitterly fought speakership million National Broadband 
Insurance System president committee on justice. The re- Ive endorsed,” San Luis said in ment: Education Secretary race. Network contract with ZTE 
Winston Garcia and several ferral of the case signaled the his speech delivered at early Jesli Lapus, Health Secretary It was not immediately clear 
Cabinet members to roll, ac- start of the one-year ban evening. Francisco Duque, Customs why De Venecia would want the 


Palace fixes 190 solons; pro-GMA solons given P.5M in cash 


From page Al the congressman said on condi- upcoming barangay elections. Malacafiang summoned ad- passed during the meeting but tration line. 
“a remembrance,” a “sendoff tion of anonymity. Asked about the reported ministration lawmakers to break- said it contained only “a token The lawmaker sees Mala- 
gift,” and “tulong” (help). "They were distributed by the “pork barrel” promise, a senior fastat am. (amount).” cafiang’s hands “pulling the 
“All of them received door as the congressmen were member of the ruling coalition Ms Arroyo showed up around He explained that the money strings to oust” the Speaker. 
P500,000,” a ranking member of leaving,” he said. gave different figures of the 30 minutes later but delivered would go to barangay officials “Lers see who will win in the 
the staff of one administration amounts promised: “The PIS no speech, according to one In- who would have to run for re- end. They can't just unseat 
‘congressman said. “Some were Too small million are for soft projects. The quier informant. election in the barangay pollsthis Speaker De Venecia," the con- 
floating P200,000 just so they But the source made it clear P20 million are for hard projects. Another lawmaker also from month. gressman said. 
cansave when barangay officials that the money was not meant to We've been working for those the majority said another gather- Former House Majority Leader 
start asking them for assistance.” influence lawmakers on theirde- since August. These are all for ing was scheduled last night in No Saros released Prospero Nograles neither con- 
“The President was not there cision in the impeachment com- 2008.” Malacafiang "for those who But the lawmaker, who be- firmed nor denied the reported 
when the money was distributed, plaint. he senior congressman, like failed to attend the breakfast” longs to the inner circle of the release of Saros when reached by 
but congressmen got the mes- “You don’t kill an impeach- the other Inqumen sources, asked “I got an invitation,” he told House leadership, denied that phone late yesterday. 
sage. They have to toe what ment with that meager amount,” notto be identified given thesen- the INQUIRER. special allotment release orders “Releases, if any of our legisla- 
Malacafang wants to happen as he said. sitivity of the subject matter. i (Saros) were release tive and our district entitlements 
far as the impeachment is con- “I's normal at the end ofthe Soft projects are financial as- Just a social “I dont think so,” the con- for our people are not in any way 
cerned,” he added. session days for congressmen to sistance to local government Another administration law- gressman said, stressing that he impeachment-connected. Fact is 
be given tokens of remem- units and publicinstitutions such maker, whowas also present dur- himself was surprised that pork that they are long overdue for 
Hard and soft brance,” the other lawmaker as hospitals. Hard projects are ing the breakfast, said the occa- barrel allocations were not dis- our priority projects listed by 
The source said that another said, those for infrastructure such as sion was largely a “social gather- tributed by Malacafiang. congressmen,” said Nograles. 
matter relayed to the House “In this case, congressmen roads, bridges and classrooms. ing” for legislators before they “This is the first time in six Presidential Management 
members during the meeting worked extended hours for the 3 took their semestral break. years that they did not give any- Staff Chief Cerge Remonde said 
‘was the distribution of their pork national budget. They slept very Another meeting But the source said his col- thing on the last day of the ses- he was not present during the 
barrel worth P70 million, lite. So its but natural for the The senior congressman denied leagues repeatedly harped on the sion of Congress,” the lawmaker breakfast meeting, “but I don't 
“Before, it was SO hard and 20 party to make members feel that receiving P200,000 toP500,000t0 idea that the elections were near said. “Usually, Saros are handed think that the Palace will go 
soft (P50 million for infrastruc- they are remembered.” help barangay election candidates and they needed money. out during this time.” down to that level." 
ture and P20 million for funds as- R ^ in the coming elections, saying he “Maraming nagpaparinig,” the ‘The congressman suspected He said the unfounded reports 
sistance to local government Help in the elections left the breakfast early. source said. “Magastos daw.” that Ms Arroyo was stopping he were part of the “political in- 
units). Now, its 35 and 35," the Asked to comment on reports “I don't know anything about One of the Inquirer sources scheduled release of Saros as a — trigues that are no longer news." 
congressional source said. "Now, that the congressmen received that,” the threeierm lawmaker said a congressman needed at leverage against House members 
there's more flexibility.” promises of "pork barrel" before said. least P3 million to help finance on the issue of the impeachment Not for sale 
In an interview with the In- or after the Oct. 29 barangay — "Therewasnoneedtotellany- youth and barangay candidates complaint Remonde said: “The congress 
quer hours after the distribu- elections, the source said the body to support the referral of inthe coming polls. In his district | |. 4 men are not for sale, and for that 
Son of money, an administration congressmen gotno other pledge the impeachment complaint alone, he said he needed atleast Pullingthestrings matter the entire Congress of the 
lawmaker said the largesse came from the party leadership. against the President because it P1 million on the premise that “Irs coming,” the lawmaker Philippines.” 
inside envelopes containing at Another majority congressman was already agreed that it willno each of his candidates was to be said, stressing that Malacafiang “The President is confident 
least P200,000 in cash. confirmed the cash disuibution, longer be the Speaker who will given P1,000. had the penchant for using the that any impeachment attempt 
‘The amounts were distributed but said it was intended as “tu transmit the complaint,” the se- One congressman admitted by pork barrel entitlements to keep will collapse under its own lack 
atthe end ofabreakfastmeeting, long” (help) forlawmakers forthe nior congressman said. phone that envelopes were lawmakers toeing the adminis. of weight,” Remonde said. 


JDV backs off; ‘sham’ impeachment rap goes to slaughter 


From page Al Under House rules, an offical ment process, had “copped out” ize is that nothing matters with that had marred the issue. Venecia said. 

to the justice committee. cannotbe the target ofan impeach- to save his speakership post. the President except herself." “IF I take a leave of absence, One concem in the De Venecia 
In a letter, De Venecia desig. ment case twice within a year “That's the only conclusion for Reacting to his father’s decision its as if that I am a weakling camp was that Ms Arroyo's allies 

mated Deputy Speaker Raul del De Venecia had previously indi- the sudden change of plans,” Lac- to back away from the impeach- and I'm running away from re- in the House could now launch 

Mar to “discharge my functions cated he was not inclined to refer son said in a text message to the ment process, Joey de Venecia said sponsibility,” he told reporters more and direct attacks against 

today only for the purpose of the Pulidocomplaintto the justice INQUIRER. that "my father went along with in a press conference following De Venecia since she had been 

properly disposing of the im- committee. Nonreferral would “He changed gears suddenly. thatbecauseheisateamplayer,he hours of closed-door meetings granted yearlong immunity from 
peachment complaint." have spelled its early death. He backed off, he was afraid to is supportive of the President. And with his top lieutenants at the another impeachment complaint. 
The complaint was officially |. S be removed. As if he is now as- he allowed whatever tohappento House of Representatives. “Tm prepared to meet all threats 
filed and referred to the justice Like husband, like wife sured of retaining his speaker- mande But a senior administration to my position,” the Speaker said. 
committee at around 7:30 pm. The Speakers son, Jose ship or at least that is how he A source close to the Speaker lawmaker identified with De “Wehave nothing to fear’ 

The committee will determine if “Joey” II, said his father toed wantstobelieve,"he added. said that during yesterday's break- Venecia admitted that the deci- — De Venecia's inhibition was 

the complaint is sufficient in Malacafiang’s line in order to Lacson said De Venecia might fast meeting in Malacafiang, De sion “diluted” his prospect of the product of a stretch of “ago- 

form and substance, or defective retain the speakership and pre- have been unnerved by Ms Ar- Venecia was told that heshouldgo launching a counterattack in nizing” consultation meetings. 
and should be thrown out. serve the ruling coalition. royo's show of force yesterday. on leave as Speaker and Del Mar case of an open declaration of culminating with a closed-door 

The impeachment complaint “Like husband, like wife ^ "The President showed him would take over and refer theim- war against the President. discussion with Ms Arroyo her- 

filed by private lawyer Roel Puli- (telling us to) back off,” Joey de the presence of around 190 con- peachmentcasetothejustcecom- Speaking on condition of selfin Malacafiang at around10 
do has drawn bipartisan fire for Venecia said. gressmen then delivered the mittee. anonymity, the De Venecia ally a.m. yesterday. 
Supposedly lacking teeth. It was Joey de Venecia was alluding to coup de grace—You're out"Now “The best strategy foryou isto said the retaliation could come Present in the meeting wére 
anchored on Ms Arroyo's sup- aninddentinwhich the President's that he eventually copped outon go on leave so that Del Mar will in the form of a “real” impeach- Deputy Speakers Eric Singsón, 
posed involvement in thenegotia- husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo, had the transmittal issue, will he still take over” a source quoted Ms ment complaint coming from Simeon Datumanong and Ameli- 
tions that led to the award of the told him to “back off” from the be Speaker? But for how long?” Arroyo astelling the Speaker. the Speaker's camp. ta Villarosa, Senior Deputy Ma- 
nowscutded $329-million Na- controversial NBN project. the senator said. The elder De Venecia was told De Venecia said he was a vic- jority Leader Neptali Gonzales Tl 
tional Broadband Network (NBN) The younger De Venecias firm, In a text message before De this was the consensus of the ad- tim ofa “dark conspiracy,” high- Rep. Matias Defensor, Albay Rep. 
project to ZTE Corp. of China.  AmsterdamHoldingsinc, hadcon- Venecia announced he was in- ministration congressmen. lighted by the Pulido com- Edcel Lagman and Del Mar. 

N tested the NBN project, which was hibiting himself from the im- The source said the Speaker plaints, in the light of his son's “Until that meeting, the Speak- 
lo threat to GMA later awarded to China's ZTE. Corp.  peachment process, Lacson said was aghast. disclosures on the NBN deal. er was agonizing,” an administra. 
Critics of the Pulido complaint The younger De Venecia stood most lawmakers believed De In his press conference later, tion lawmaker told the Inquires in 

claimed it was actually a Mala- his ground and later told a Sen- Venecia would take a leave of ab- De Venecia read out his letter to. On the rampage an interview, "I wouldn't want to 

cafiang-backed initiative and ate inquiry committee how Ms sence. Del Mar explaining his decision: “This guy (Pulido) is on a bein his position.” 

that it was so weak it presented Arroyos husband supposedly “He's out. Its only amatter of “Letitnotbe said thatI am doing rampage,” he said. “Tm very of He said De Venecia and the oth 

nothreattoMs Arroyoatall. tried tobrowbeathim. Healsoal- whether hel get out fighting or thistoseekany personal leverage fended because while its anim- er congressmen tackled the best 
They said the committee on leged that resigned Commission- not. It seems he's giving up orto await the filing of any other peachment case against the course of action on the Pulido com 

justice was bound to dismiss it, erBenjamin Abalos offered hima withouta fight,” Lacson said. impeachment complaint.” President, it's largely an attack plaint “in the presence of the Presi 
thus protecting Ms Arroyo froma $10-million bribe to withdraw , : De Venecia said inhibiting against me. I feel terrible.” dent,” who supposedly kept quiet. 

strongerimpeachment case for at his proposal on the NBN project. ‘JDV saved her’ himself from the impeachment De Venecia still triedtoputupa Afterward, he said it was the 
least another year. Its dismissal “I pity him. He saved her in complaint—and also from the strongand brave front. Speaker who "volunteered'zto 
would also enable her to revamp Acop-out 2005 during the height of the separate ethics complaint filed _ “I have been elected Speaker inhibit himself from the referral 
the House leadership later even Sen. Panfilo Lacson believes ‘Hello  Garci (wiretapping) against him also by Puli- fivetimesbythewillofthepoliti- of the complaint to the justic 
seek De Venecia’s ouster, if she the elder De Venecia, by dissoci- scandal What he didn’t know do—was the better recourse cal parties in the House, not by committee. With a report fram 
saw fit, they said. ating himself from the impeach- and probably doesn't still real- amid the intense speculation the will of Malacafang" De GilC. Gabacungan 


GMA taps local gov't officials anew for show of force 


From page Al Her local allies did not disap- gions” infrastructure program. Philippines (LPP). was like a “sword of Damocles” development amid the danger 
gressmen to resolve the fate of point her, vowing to backheref- He said it was he who had Asked what the local govern- hanging over the President. and challenges of the past 
the new impeachment com- forts in focusing on the economy raised the issue ofthe Pulido im- ment officials could do to help 4g 5 ROS years, especially Ulap and ihe 
plaint lodged against her. and to come up with a common peachment complaint with the the embattled Arroyo adminis- ‘Unity vs politicking’ other leagues that brought sc 

‘While Ms Arroyo had ostensi- position on the impeachment local government executives tation, Evardone said they  Inhermeetingwiththemem. cess and progress,” Ms Armpyo 
bly called the meeting with the case filed by lawyer Roel Pulido. and suggested thattheycomeup could probably “monitor the bers of Ulap, LPP and League of said in Filipino. 
local executives for her to be ap- “If we see that the [com- witha common position. movements of our congress- Local Governments, and other She said she had included 
prised of the status of the pro- plaint] hasnobasis, we will def- “We crossed party lines here men.” local officials, the Presidentsaid Ulap in the China Projects Ovér- 
Jects in the so-called “superre. {nitely go all-out to support its] .. We will talk after this,” Evar- “And if possible, we will ap- it was time to sustain economic sight Panel so as to give the o 
gions,” she delivered a speech junking,” Eastern Samar Gov. done said ashe underscored the peal to them to consider thena- growth and investment. cal executives a voice in the im- 
where she sought stronger uni- Ben Evardone told reporters af- crucial role played by local gov- tional interest in deciding on She said “politicking” had to plementation of these projects. 
ty between the national govern- ter the meeting with Ms Arroyo. ernment officials in the past thenational issue,” he said. stop:“Tama na sana ang pamu- Ulap will also be included 
ment and the local govern. Members of the Union of Lo- crises that had plagued the Evardone said that if indeed  mulitika" the Pro-Performance System 
ments amid the fresh folfteal cal Authorities of the Philip- President, including the "Hello theimpeachment complainthad She also said it was impor- overseeing infrastructure pio 
turmoil. pines (Ulap) and other officials Garci” scandal in 2005 that al- no basis, they would convince tant for the government to fast- jects, she said. 

She also announced that she were still meeting at press time. most brought down her admin- their congressmen tojunkit. track infrastructure programs ^ "In our unity against polifięk- 
would appoint some local offi- , istration. RES in the “super regions” as well as ing, violence and other barrietsto 
cials to the China Projects Over- ‘Ate V? “Modesty aside, I think that "Politicking" the passage of the proposed na- cae we will bring the beñe- 
sight Panel that she had formed Evardone said 48 of the 81 when things were not going in He said that during informal tional budget for 2008. fits of modem and humane goe: 
to oversee contracts between governors, including Batangas favor of Malacafiang... I thinkit talks with his fellow governors, “Most important of all, we nance to all the super regions: ahd 
the Philippines and China, Gov. Vilma Santos, attended the turned the tide,” said Evardone, they saw the need for the im- should strengthen the unity be- every citizen," Ms Arroyo said t 
which includes the Cyber Edu. Palace meeting that had to do the secretary general of the peachment complaint to be re- tween the national and local “So Td like to thank you fokali 
cation project. with the status of the “super re- League of Provinces of the solved immediately because it governments that have brought coming here today,” she said? 
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DIGOS CITY—DAVAO DEL SUR GOV DOUGLAS 
Cagas yesterday accused the local police of direct 
involvement i in the series of summary executions 


òf suspected criminals here. 


“Two policemen are into it. 
And Cabuhat (Senior Insp. 
Geazar Cabuhat) knows this," 
agas said in a TV interview. 

x Cabuhat is the city police di- 
Hector 

7 Cagas said the involvement 
GF policemen in the killings, 
Which targeted drug personali- 
es and other criminals, was 


he main reason the murdersre- gunmen, 


Cor. Petarands and Aguinaldo Sts. 


mained unsolved. 


Vigilantes 

Data from the city police 
showed that from January to 
September this year, at least 14 
persons have been killed in vi 
lante-style attacks. 

In 2006, 19 persons were al- 
so killed by motorcycle-riding 
who residents be- 
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Gov tags cops in vigilante killings 


squad. 


Police record 


19 recorded 


ready. 


Top Mindanao Army officer 
says more JI men enter Sulu 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE MILITARY YES- 
terday said there are more Jemaah Islamiyah 
(ID operatives, who sought refuge in Sulu and 
Ñearby areas, than was previously thought. 
i Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga, Western Min- 
danao Command chief, said these JI mem- 
Gers are operating alongside the Abu Sayyaf 
¥ “During the Tawi-tawi incident on Jan. 6, 
Gur forces killed one of them along with sev- 
Šral Abu Sayyaf members including Jundam 
Jamalul alias Black killer, Allaga said. 


Dulmatin aide 

X He said Gufran, also” known as Abu 
Samur, was a trusted aide of JI leader Joko 
Pitono or Dulmatin. 

: Aside from Dulmatin, the other prominent 
Ji members now in Sulu are Umar Patek and 
Zulkifli Bin Hir alias Marwan in Sulu. 

II three JI leaders carry a bounty of $5 
{illion each for their capture, dead or alive. 

Maj. Gen. Reuben Rafael, chief of the 
Task Force Comet, said the exact number of 
JI operatives now in Sulu and nearby areas 
could not be determined yet. 

“But there are more or less 10 of them. 
‘That is also the main reason we have been 
conducting relentless operation against 
them,” he said. 

He said the military was trying its best to pre- 
‘vent the JI operatives from slipping out of Sulu. 


“Dulmatin and Patek are still in the area 
based on the information we gathered, 
Rafael said. 

Rafael said JI operatives like to seek 
refuge in Sulu and nearby areas such as 
Tawi-tawi “because of the support they get 
(from the Abu Sayyaf).” 

In return, JI operatives provide the Abu 
Sayyaf with logistics and technology on 
bomb-making. 


Funding sources 

The Abu Sayyaf, a self-styled Islamist 
group, has also found other sources of in- 
Come according to Allaga. 

"They now also peddle drugs to young- 
sters,” he said. 

Rafael said at the height of Oplan Ultima- 
tum phase 1 in 2006, more than two 
hectares of land planted with marijuana 
were discovered in Sulu. 

On Monday last week, Rafael said they 
again discovered marijuana plants during 
another operation. 

Chief Supt. Adzar Albani, chief of the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) 
in Western Mindanao, confirmed that the Abu 
Sayyaf's terror activities are now also being 
funded by money from narcotics. Julie Ali- 
pala with reports from Edwin Fernandez 
and Jeoffrey Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 


lieve, belong to a local death 


But Cabuhat said contrary to 
Cagas claim, the police have 
solved some of these killings. 


He said in 2006, six of the 
incidents had 
been solved while this year, 
one case had been solved al- 


Cabuhat also denied the exis- 
tence of a vigilante group tar- 
geting law offenders here. 

He also challenged Cagas to 
present evidence about the sup- 


aces 


posed involvement of police- 
men in the killings. 

“He must support his state- 
ment as not to undermine the 
integrity of the police force of 
the city. He is just drumbeating 
hearsays,” Cabuhat said. 


among residents here, there is 
also no such thing as the Davao 
Death Squad (DDS). 

‘About two weeks ago, CNN 
ran a feature on the summary 
executions, where some resi 
dents said they believed that 
authorities were the ones mur- 
dering drug personalities and 
suspected criminals. 


related to unfulfilled monetary 
obligations to pushers or 
traders. 

"So you better disabuse your 
mind of the idea that there is a 
vigilante group operating in the 
city There is no DDS,” he said. 

Duterte said the reason some 
of the killings remained un- 
solved was that there are no 
witnesses that could help the 
police identify the culprits. 

He said if only witnesses 
‘were willing to help, the police 
could have easily arrested those 
behind the killings. Eldie 
Aguirre, Inquirer Mindanao 


Davao situation 

In Davao City, Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte recently denied insinu- 
ations that police authorities 
were behind the series of sum- 
mary executions there targeting 
drug personalities and other 
suspected criminals. 

He said contrary to belief 


Gangland 

But Duterte said based on po- 
lice investigations, the killings 
were the offshoot of rivalry 
among some gangs and the 
death of drug suspects could be. 


— 


Eod 


RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY EV ESPRRTUIINQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 
Christmas is fast approaching but late monsoon rains have been driving away customers from Burnham Lake's 
boat leasing operators. 


| Comelec notes few bets 
| listed for youth polls 


BAGUIO — CITY— 
Election officials are. 
worried about the 
shortage of candi- 
dates in Baguio and 
Cordillera for the 
Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan elections, 
prompting them to 
believe that today's 
youths are not inter- 
ested in politics. 
“The youth seem 
uninterested in the SK 
elections. We have no- 
ticed that until now, 
there are many baran- 
gay which do not have. 
Candidates from 
barangay chair down 


Seo MEE 


lages in the region 
for possible cases of 
election-related vio- 
lence in the barangay 
and SK elections. 
Senior Supt. Noel 
Manabat, deputy re- 
gional director for 
operations of the 
Cordillera police, said 
certain villages in 
Abra, Mt. Province, 
Benguet and Ifugao 
have been placed un- 
der election watch at- 
eas (EWA) based on 
cases of political vio- 
lence in the 2004 and 
2007 elections. 
Manabat said in- 


ELECTION officials, led by acting Comelec 
chair Resurrecion Borra, defend the budget 
for the barangay and SK elections in 
Congress. ROGERMARGALLO 
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to councilors,” lawyer Armando Velasco, Com- 
mission on Elections director in Cordillera, said. 

He urged the young people to file their 
certificates of candidacy (COC) until Oct. 
18 as there are many vacant positions. 


Only 20 

Lawyer Maribel Uminga, election super- 
visor, said from the 7,000 youths who regis- 
tered, less than 20 had filed their COCs. 

The country’s summer capital has 128 
barangay so there are many positions that 
are available, she said. 

She said since the young people are not en- 
thusiastic to run for the SK, Comelec officials 
have been prodding barangay officials to con- 
vince their young residents to join politics. 

Aside from the pressures of school, the 
youths are not inclined to run as they need 
to undergo drug testing—a requirement be- 
fore they could file their COC, Uminga sa 


Deterrent 

“There is no opportunity to file because it 
is still school period and there is even no 
time for them to campaign. Drug testing is 
also another deterrent because it will re- 
quire them to raise money,” she said. 

Velasco said SK officials rarely attend to 
their tasks because they are out of town 
most of the time to pursue their studie: 

He said local officials might appoint their 
own community youth leaders if no one would 
run for the key positions for SK elections. 

The Cordillera police are watching 63 vil- 


cidents of murder, harassment and intimi- 
dation of political candidates and their sup- 
porters had been reported in those areas. 


‘Trouble ahead 

"We want to prevent any possible [out- 
break of) violence so we included them in 
ihe watch list. This is also for security 
preparations,” Manabat said in a press fo- 
rum on Thursday. 

‘The watch list categorized these villages 
under “areas of concern” (55 villages) and 
"immediate areas of concern" (eight villages). 

Manabat said “areas of concern” are vil- 
lages where a high probability of violence is 
expected to break out while “immediate ar- 
eas of concern" are villages where armed 
groups, such as the New People's Army and 
private armed groups (PAGs), operate. 

In Pampanga, seven Central Luzon 
provinces are “still very peaceful and un- 
marred by poll violence,” according to Chief 
Supt. Errol Pan, chief of the regional police. 


Poll-related 

‘A widow in Pilar, Bataan, however, has 
challenged this assessment. 

Gloria Crisostomo, 45, said her 47-year- 
old husband Renato was killed after he de- 
cided to run as barangay captain. 

“Politics is intense here in Pilar,” she said. 
Her husband was shot dead by four men on 
Oct. 6 at Barangay Landing in Pilar. Desiree 
Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon and 
Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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BILLBOARD CRAZY EV ESPRITUINQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 
A Worker clip this gigantic canvass of an advertising company toa 
billboard frame in Baguio City. 


NEWSBRIEFS 


Cops nab 3 con men 
COTABATO CITY—Police arrested three suspected con men in Kidapawan City, 
who posed as journalists in an attempt to extort money from a businessman. 
Chief Insp. Leo Ajero, city police chief, identified the suspects as 
Edgar Ocapan, his wife Virginia, and Ailyn Gandiano. 
The three went to businessman Anthony Rivas' store here on Wednes- 
day and claimed they were writers for the "Police Hotline Magazine." 
The suspects showed ID cards to Rivas. Inquirer Mindanao 


Poisoning spoils end of fasting 
COTABATO CITY—Five members of a Muslim family in Kabuntalan, 
Shariff Kabunsuan were hospitalized due to suspected food poisoning 
after breaking fast on Wednesday night. 
‘Abbas Ismael, a farmer, said his family ate bread which he bought 
from the city as their first meal of the day. 
But after eating the bread, Ismael said his wife and four children, 
aged four to 15, started vomiting and complained of abdominal pains. 
He said he was thankful nothing serious happened to his family. 
Edwin 0. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


Quake rocks locos Norte 

LAOAG CITY—An earthquake measuring 4.7 magnitude in the Richter 
scale rocked this city and the town of Pasuquin, llocos Norte, on Tues- 
day, five days after another earthquake struck the same areas. 

Ernesto Agnir, research specialist of the Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology (Phivolcs) in Pasuquin, said the earthquake, 
which struck at 3:25 p.m., was felt at Intensity 3 in this city and Pasuquin, 
and Intensity 2 in Sinait town. Cristina Arzadon, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Alternative energy in Catanduanes 
VIRAC, Catanduanes—Six hydroelectric power plants will rise in this 
province, two of which would be on stream by 2010. 
The Sunwest Water and Electric Co. (Suweco), contractor of the plants, 
said at least 7 megawatts of electricity were expected from these plants. 
‘Suweco is one of four firms currently in the race to develop renewable energy 
‘sources on the island. Last Sept. 5, the local government of San Andres entered 
into an agreement with a Spanish wind energy company for the development of 
a wind farm in Barangay Agojo. Feman Gianan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Transport firm sacks 270 workers 

PANABO CITY—A subsidiary of banana giant Dole-Stanfilco terminated 270 

workers at the height of negotiations for a collective bargaining agreement (CBA). 
Noel Morales, union president of the Davao Integrated Transport Facili- 

ties Inc. (Ditfi), Dole-Stanfilco’s trucking arm, said the termination of the 

workers was announced on Oct. 8 by Ditfi manager Deogracias Mocam. 
Ditfi was shutting down operations as a transport provider for Dole- 

Stanfilco. Jeffrey M. Tupas and Judy Quiros, Mindanao Bureau 


Cashier seen in P5M LTO fund loss 


CEBU CITY—A cashier of the Land Transportation Office in Central 
Visayas (LTO 7) who allegedly took P5.56 million from the agency's re- 
gional office faces charges of gross dishonesty and malversation of 
public funds before the Ombudsman Visayas. 

LTO Central Visayas legal officer Vicente Gador Jr. sald the results of investi- 
‘gation showed that Marissa Verina, who is on Awol since September, was re- 
sponsible for the loss of over P5 million in the agency's operation fund. 

He said they would ask the Bureau of Immigration to place Verina in its watch 
listto prevent her from leaving the country. Jolene A. Bulambot, Inquirer Visayas 


5 babies come out of woman 
DAVAO CITY—A 23-year-old woman gave birth to a set of identical quintuplets 
in nearby Tagum City on Wednesday, but two of the babies died, officials said. 

Ramilyn Molino, a resident of Barangay Talomo, Sto.Tomas, Davao del Norte 
was seven months pregnant when she complained of abdominal pains, Carito 
Pillerin, administrator of the Davao Regional Hospital in Tagum City, said. 

"She later gave birth to a baby girl but continued complaining," he said. 

Pillerin said relatives rushed Molino to the hospital, which is about an 
hour's drive away from Sto. Tomas. 

"But while en route to the hospital, the mother gave birth to yet an- 
other girl at the ambulance," he said. 

Pillerin said shortly after arriving at the hospital, Molino delivered 
three more babies. 

Doctors were surprised because it was a rare case, he said. 

Pillerin said the babies, all girls, were prematurely born and had to be 
put under intensive care. Dennis Jay Santos, Inquirer Mindanao 
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CENTRAL LUZON EXERCISES 


RP-US war games to resume 


CLARK FREEPORT—SCALED DOWN LAST 
year as a custody issue hounded a US Marine 
‘convicted of raping a Filipina named 
“Nicole,” military exercises between the 
Philippine and US armed forces are resuming 
full-scale in Central Luzon starting Oct. 15. 

‘The two-week Talon Vision and Amphibi- 
ous Landing Exercises are having 6,500 Fil- 
ipino and American troops as participants, 
according to Col. Alejandro Camagay Jt., 
commander of the host unit here, the 600th 
Air Base Wing. 


Japan based 

About 3,000 American participants are 
coming from the Third Marine Expedi- 
tionary Unit based in Okinawa, Japan, and 
from the Essex Expeditionary Strike Group 
based in Sasebo, Japan. 

They will hold ground, air and naval in- 
tegration training with their Filipino coun- 
terparts. 

The exercises were suspended and replaced. 
by community outreach projects last year fol- 
lowing the November 2005 Subic rape case. 

The warships USS Essex, USS Juneau and 
USS Fort McHenry will be used in the exer- 
dises to be held in US military bases-turned- 
freeports in Clark and Subic, Basa Air Base 
in Floridablanca, Pampanga, and Fort 
Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija, it was learned. 


Other projects 

These annual exercises, resumed under 
the 1998 Philippine-US Visiting Forces 
Agreement, aim to “improve interoperabili- 
ty between US forces and the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines as well as increase readi- 
ness and strengthen the professional rela- 
tionships between the two countries.” 

Outreach projects such as the repair of 
school buildings and repainting of class- 
rooms are scheduled in Olongapo City 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


Slain pastor's 
widow revives 
case vs Army men 


LEGAZPI CITY—THE j 
widow of a slain ac- 
tivist pastor on Mon- 
day revived murder 
charges against an 
Army major and 10 
unidentified military 
men, four months af- 
ter the provincial pros- 
ecutor’s office dis- 
missed the same 
charges filed by police. 

Pastor Isaias Sta. 
Rosa of the United 
Methodist Church, 
‘who was also a mem- 
ber of the Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Bicol, 
was shot dead by 
masked men outside 
his house in Malobago 
Village in Daraga 
town on Aug. 3, 2006. 

His body was 
found in a nearby 
creek beside the body 
of Army Cpl. Lordger 
Pastrana, who was 
identified by Sta. 
Rosa family members 
as one of the soldiers 
who ransacked their 
house, took their cash 
and valuables and 
seized the pastor. 

The Criminal In- 
vestigation and De- 
tection Group 
(CDG) filed 
charges against Maj. 
Marc Ernest Rosal, a 
certain Araldo 
Manjares, and 10 
John Does, but the 
prosecutors office 
trashed them for in- 
sufficient evidence 
on June 8. 

The victim's wid- 
ow Sonia decided to 
file the same com- 
plaint independent- 
ly from the CIDG. 

Police earlier theo- 
rized that Pastrana 
was killed by friendly. 
fire when the attack- 
ers took Sta. Rosa. 

Recovered from his 
body was an identifi- 
cation card showing 
that he belonged to 
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THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S 
Fund (UNICEF) said the Supreme Court de- 
cision lifting the Department of Health's ab- 
solute ban on infant formula advertise- 
ments was still a victory for infant and ma- 
ternal health in the Philippines. 

‘The Unicef focused on the sections of the 
National Milk Code implementing rules 
that the high court upheld which absolutely 
prohibits all health and nutritional claims 
for infant formula milk. 

It said this will stop infant formula mak- 
ers from making false or exaggerated 
health claims for their product. 

"This signals an end to the unethical ad- 
vertising claims that infant formulas in- 
crease intelligence—a strategy that has 
been particularly successful in undermin- 
ing efforts to promote breast-feeding,” said 
Unicef. 


No ban, just regulation 

Ina ruling last Tuesday, the high court nulli- 
fied three sections of the Milk Codes imple- 
menting rules, effectively lifting the DOH's ab- 
solute prohibition of infant formula ads. 

The high court said the DOH can only 
regulate, not completely ban, the advertis- 
ing, promotion, marketing materials and 
activities for breast milk substitutes for chil- 
dren up to two years of age. 

The Unicef praised the Supreme Court 
for upholding the health department's au- 
thority to regulate advertisements of all 
products covered by the International Code 
on the Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes. 

The Unicef, the world’s leading children's 
health organization, said the high court ruling 
also supports the Milk Code's ban on promo- 
tional tactics in such forms as product dona- 


tions or seminars for health workers. 


Strict guidelines 

Itsaid the decision also paves the way for 
stringent new guidelines for infant formula 
milk labeling. 

The Milk Code provides for guidelines to 
help parents understand that breastmilk 
substitutes are not sterile and can contain 
"pathogenic micro-organisms." 

"The Unicef said the high court decision will 
now pave the way for the crucial work of edu- 
cating families and communities about the su- 
perior benefits of breastfeeding. This work can 
now proceed without having to compete with 
“enticing billion pesos marketing schemes 
based on false health claims,” it said. 

The Akbayan party-list group yesterday 
said that despite the ruling lifting the ban 
on infant formula ads, it will still push for 
House Bill 154 that aims to strengthen the 
Milk Code and harmonize it with WHO 
standards. Beverly T. Natividad 


SC gives courts 
DNA test powers 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


‘THE SUPREME COURT HAS GIVEN COURTS 
the power to order the conduct of a DNA test to 
help resolve a case even if there is no request 
for such an action. 

Under the high court’s new rules on us- 
ing DNA as evidence, DNA testing could al- 
so be done even after a person's conviction 
without a court order, if such a test is be- 
lieved to lead to the reversal or modifica- 
tion ofa judgment of conviction. 

The new rules on DNA evidence will take 
effect on Oct. 15 and were adopted by the 
high court en banc on Oct. 2, the high court. 
said in a statement. 

The tribunal defines DNA evidence as 
the one that “constitutes the totality of 
DNA profiles, results and other genetic in- 
formation directly generated from DNA 
testing of biological samples." DNA of each 
individual is unique, except for identical 
twins. 

According to the rules, the court could is- 
sue an order for DNA testing after due hear- 
ing and notice to the parties. 

But such an order can only be issued af- 
terit is found that the test has the scientific 
potential to produce new information rele- 
vant to the resolution of the case; the test- 
ing method uses a scientifically valid tech- 
nique; a biological sample relevant to the 
case exists; the sample has not been sub- 
jected to DNA testing, or if the previous re- 
sults require confirmation. 
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Prov'l, municipal officials’ 
row over dump unresolved 


By Kristine L. Alave, D] Yap and T] Burgonio 


THE NEW LANDFILL IN RODRIGUEZ TOWN IN RIZAL WAS 
opened for trucks loaded with garbage after the provincial police 
unlocked its gates yesterday, Rizal Gov. Casimiro Ynares III said. 


"As far as we are concerned, it's fully op- 
erational,” Ynares told the Inguirer after he 
received a police report that protesters had 
left and authorities opened the gates of the 
19-hectare dump. 

Ynares stressed that his move to open the. 
dump had the support of the majority of lo- 
cal mayors and of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment Secretary Ronaldo Puno. 

If Rodriguez Mayor Pedro Cuerpo insists 
on blocking the use of the landfill in his 
town, he should get a temporary restrain- 
ing order from the Supreme Court, the gov- 
ernor said. 

Meanwhile, the Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority tried yesterday to me- 
diate in the row over control of the landfill 
between Cuerpo and Ynares. But Ynares 
failed to attend a meeting arranged by MM- 
DA chair Bayani Fernando at the Makati 
Shangri-La Hotel, MMDA general manager 
Robert Nacianceno said. 

The governor reportedly had to meet 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in Mala- 
cafiang, but it was not known if the meeting 
‘was about the garbage problem. 

Nacianceno said the meeting was just 
one of several talks planned between the 
agency and provincial and municipal gov- 
ernments to resolve the problem. 

Last month, the Rizal provincial council 
ordered the closure of a 14-hectare landfill 
in Rodriguez, saying it had reached its ca- 
pacity and was a risk to residents and prop- 
erties around it. 

The provincial government ordered the 
opening of the adjacent 19-hectare landfill 


for the exclusive use of Rizal municipali- 
ties. The new landfill was scheduled to 
open Monday, but a dispute over its control 
between the provincial and municipal gov- 
ernments prevented dump trucks from en- 
tering the site. 

‘Cuerpo denied claims the smaller landfill 
was already full, saying provincial officials 
should inspect the site. 

He said they would prevent trucks from 
entering the new landfill as it did not have 
environmental permits and clearances 
from the municipal government. 

The closure of the old landfill, the desti- 
ination of most of Metro Manila's trash, 
raised fears of a garbage crisis. The MMDA 
said it was looking for alternative dumps to 
prevent a disruption in garbage collection. 

If no sites are available, Ynares said he 
would discuss with the MMDA the possibili- 
ty of opening the new landfill to trash from 
Metro Manila. 

Nacianceno, meanwhile, downplayed 
suggestions of a “garbage crisis.” He said 
the situation in the metropolis remained 
manageable. Metro Manila local govern- 
ments, except for Quezon City that operat- 
ed Payatas, made separate arrangements 
with landfill operators elsewhere, he said. 

‘The MMDA official said only Makati City 
had not found a dump, but Makati public 
affairs chief Joey Salgado said in other 
cities like Mandaluyong, garbage had start- 
ed to fill some streets. 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay lias threat- 
ened to dump the city's trash in front of the 
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Tullahan Bridge reopens 
to motorists on Monday 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE TULLAHAN BRIDGE IN VALENZUELA 
ity will finally be open to motorists begin- 
ning Monday. 

Angelito Twano, National Capital Region 
assistant director of the Department of Pub- 
lic Works and Highways (DPWH), assured 
the public yesterday that the bridge would 
be completed this weekend. 

“Now, a better Tullahan Bridge will finally 
be open to vehicles,” The DPWH official said. 

The P63-million project was originally 
set to open in June. It was delayed because 
of objections from local government offi- 
cialsand Sen. Ramon "Bong" Revilla's accu- 
sations of irregularities in the project. 

The alleged anomalies included sup- 
posed overpricing and grant of concession 
to a blacklisted contractor. 

Revilla, head ofthe Senate Committee on 
Public Works, called for the dismissal of the 
Tullahan project director, DPWH NCR di- 
rector Josefino Rigor. 

The bridge was opened to pedestrian 
traffic late September. 

Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. said 
the date of completion was moved from 
June to September upon the request of lo- 
cal officials because of the May elections. 


He denied allegations that the DPWH hired 
a“blacklisted contractor,” adding that the pro- 
ject was overpriced by some P2.5 million. 

Ebdane said there was no irregularity in 
the awarding of the P63-million project to 
RC Ramos Construction Co. 

He said the contractor went through the 
regular pre-qualification and bidding process. 

“Twano said the DPWH Prequalification, 
Bidding and Awards Committee (PBAC) 
found that RC Ramos Construction Co. was 
nota blacklisted contractor and had no bad 
record with the department. 

He assured the public that the bridge 
would be structurally sound because all 
construction materials used underwent 
proper testing. 

The project involves the total reconstruc- 
tion and elevation of the bridge to prevent 
water from the Tullahan River from flood- 
ing the structure during the rainy season. 

Reconstruction began early this year after DP- 
WH engineers discovered that most of the steel 
beams under the bridge were already corroded. 

Tullahan Bridge is among four bridges in 
Metro Manila which the DPWH found in a 
dilapidated state. 

The other three are Ayala Bridge and 
Jones Bridge in Manila and Guadalupe 
Bridge in Makati City. 
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Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 


ARESIDENT 
of Rodriguez 
town holds up. 
astreamer 
against the 
closure of the 
landfill on 
orders of 
Rizal Gov. 
pai Casimiro. 


1 Soe: 


pin YNARES WaG MOS 


IAN NG PRO} 
QNS TROTEKTO ANG 


= \TALBAN/ 
omer ae 
yes Hor 


PA 


li 


WESTVILLE 


Homes =a 
D 


House & Lot starts 


at P1,007,471 
P5,633/mo. 
| 


(02) 6806-05229 visitus ot 
874-2175 ° 805-2310 www.casimirodev.com 


CASIMIRO 


Torte Real 
mo Okay 


Over 100 BPI Express Banking Centers nationwide 
to serve you even after office hours and on weekends. 
* Open a Deposit Account and get your ATM card in 20 minutes 


+ Apply for a BPI Express Credit Card, Auto or Housing Loan 
«Get a BPI Express Cash Card while you wait + Enroll in Bills Payment 


EB BPI We'll take you farther. á 


amon ta Propio Depant marenco Capron 
1d Depa tan br Each Darena FED. 


BULLET PROOF 


d fabuloprocl chet ends fr MU. etui ee DEI ttle Picken eta eet e 


Water m 


handles it alf roof protection, 


floor waterproofing, wal 


is pne of ihe greatest frustrations for any homeowner But hats all bos 
v proofing, and tei 


Get total, long-lasting protection from water leaks. Get Shell Flintkote. 


Shell 


Flinfkote 


The complete waterproofing solution. 


about o end. Shell litkote waterproofing system 
‘and wet area waterproofing. 


— 


Cops open 
landfill ... 


From page A21 


MMDA building unless it re- 
solve the garbage crisis immedi- 
ately. 

The MMDAS headquarters are 
on Edsa comer Orense Street, 
Guadalupe Nuevo in Makati. 

City officials said garbage 
had not been picked up in 
Makati's secondary roads since 
Monday. Trash on major thor- 
oughfares like Edsa, however, 
was collected. 

Binay said the city was talking 
to landfill operators in Navotas as 
a possible solution. For now, trash 
collected in the city is brought to 
San Pedro, Laguna, he said. 

He dismissed as ridiculous 
MMDAs suggestion for people 
to temporarily keep their 
garbage. "That will only cause 
rat infestation. We will have a 
public health issue on our 
hands," he said 

An environmental group said 
yesterday the closure of the Ro- 
driguez dump should prod gov- 
emment officials and Metro 
Manila residents to reduce the 
production of waste. 

Joey Papa, president of the 
Bangon Kalikasan Movement, 
said this was the time for Metro 
Manila mayors to make house- 
holds, establishments, and 
barangays take the biggest re- 
sponsibility for their waste “by 
preventing waste in the first 
place.” 

He proposed the setting up of 
barangay ecology centers 
where waste could be segregat- 
ed, recycled and/or turned into 
compost. 

Papa said Ynares’ decision to 
open another landfill could lead 
to another “environment 
blight.” 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


THREE FORMER POLICE OFFI- 
cers were found guilty of ab- 
ducting a Chinese-Filipino busi- 
nesswoman in 2003 by a Que- 
zon City court yesterday. 

PO1 Papeniano P Razos, PO1 
Casem R. Ote, and PO2 Murphy 
Uddin, formerly with the West- 
ern Police District were found 
“guilty beyond reasonable 
doubt” of kidnapping 72-year- 
old Amelia Barreto and her 
driver, Perry Alcarmen in July 
2003. 

Presiding Judge Alexander S. 
Balut of the Quezon City Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 76 
imposed a life imprisonment 
sentence on the accused for vio- 
lating Article 267 (anti-kidnap- 
ping) of the Revised Penal Code 
amended by Republic Acts 7659 
and9346. 


Conspiracy 

“The court found the three 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt 
of participating in the crime of 
kidnap for ransom in conspira- 
cy with each other as princi- 
pals,” the decision said. 

Balut ordered each of the 
guilty parties to pay the victims’ 
families P50,000 each for moral 
damages and to reimburse the 
P1.1 million they received as 
ransom. 


Pandacan 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE MANILA CITY GOVERN- 
ment is leaving it to the 
Supreme Court to decide 
whether or not to relocate the 
existing oil depot in Pandacan, 
site of the country’s three 
largest oil firms. 

Mayor Alfredo Lim said the 
city government would imple- 
ment whatever is decided on by 
the high tribunal, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


METRO 
3 ex-Manila cops found guilty of kidnap for ransom 


AQUEZON City court yesterday sentenced three former officers of the Western Police District, POI 
Papeniano Razos, PO! Casem Ote and PO2 Murphy Uddin, to life imprisonment in connection with the 
kidnapping of a businesswoman four years ago. 


The court based its decision 
on evidence from the prosecu- 
tors primary witness, Eduardo 
Barreto, 49, son of one of the 
victims. 

Eduardo told the court that 


at about 7 p.m. on July 19, 
2003, he received a phone call 
from his brother Jorge inform- 
ing him that their mother was 
notyet home from their farm in 
San Francisco del Monte, 


JoNtONDOC 


which she visited earlier that 
day. 

Barreto said he became wor- 
ried as his mother was usually 
home by 3 p.m. whenever she 
visited their farm. He drove 


oil depot case out of our hands, 


“We're just waiting for the 
Supreme Court decision on the 
oil firms’ motion for reconsider- 
ation. The moment the decision. 
becomes final and executory, 
we have to implement it,” he 
told reporters yesterday. 

Lim said the Manila city gov- 
ernment had no contact with oil 
firms Petron Corp., Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. and Chevron 
Philippines Inc. since the filing of 
the motion for reconsideration in 


April. Asked whether or not he 
thought the depot posed a danger 
to Manila residents, he said it was 
no longer a matter of anybody's 
opinion but that of the court. 
hen he first sat as Manila 
mayor from 1992-1998, Lim 
said the Pandacan oil depot was 
never an issue. “It was never 
discussed. 1 think the issue just 
came up when a related ordi- 
nance was issued,” he said. 
City Ordinance No. 8027 pro- 


vided for the eviction of the oil 
firms from Pandacan with the 
reclassification of the oil depot's 
location from an industrial into 
a commercial zone. It took ef- 
fect April 30, 2003. 

To prevent the total closure of 
the depot, the oil firms signed an 
agreement with the city govern- 
ment to scale down its operations 
as well as provide a “green buffer 
zone” between the oil tanks and 
the residential area. The oil firms 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2007 . 


there to look for her and found : 
the gates locked and his moth- 
er's red Pajero missing. 

At 3 a.m. the following day, 
he was awakened by a call on ` 
his cell phone from their driver, 
Alcarmen. Eduardo said he was 
able to talk to his mother who - 
told him she had been kid- 
mapped. 

The abductors initially asked 
for P5 million in ransom but lat- 
er agreed to accept P1.1 mil- 
lion. 

Intelligence officer Hector 
Cubat of the Police Anti-Crime, 
and Emergency Response unit 
delivered the money on July 31; 
2003 inside the Sto. Domingo 
Church compound in Quezon. 
City. 

Traced 

The three were later traced; 
through the SIM (subscriber's 
identification module) card 
mumber of the mobile phone 
they used during the negotia- 
tion for the ransom, as well as 
the red Toyota car they brought 
to collect the money. 

During their arraignment, 
the three pleaded not guilty and 
said they had no idea about the 
whereabouts of the kidnap vic- 
tims. 

The kidnap victims, Barreto 
and Alcarmen, have not been 
found up to now. 


says Lim 


sought a reconsideration of the. 
Supreme Courts March 7 deci- 
sion ordering then Mayor Lito’ 
Atienza to immediately enforce. 
Ordinance No. 8027. 

The firms said the parties in 
the case failed to inform the. 
high court that Ordinance No. 
8027 had already been super- 
seded by Ordinance No. 8119, 
which gave Petron, Shell and 
Chevron seven years to leave 
the Pandacan depot. 
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China makes major gains in air-defense radar 


BEUING—THE BLANKET OF 
China's air-defense radar now al- 
most matches similar networks 
in developed countries, state me- 
dia reported Wednesday, in an 
announcement that coincided 
with Taiwan's first National Day 
military parade in 16 years. 

A senior officer from Chinese 
Air Force headquarters, Fang 
Lei, said a seamless network of 
all-weather air defense radars 
had been installed to cover all 
Chinese airspace, according to a 


Pollution *matter 
of life or death,’ says 
Hong Kong leader 


HONG KONG—HONG KONG'S 
Jeader said Thursday tackling 
pollution in the territory was "a 
matter of life and death" and 
conceded that failing to do so 
"would harm the city’s competi- 
tiveness in the long term. 

Speaking following his annu- 
al policy address Wednesday, 
Chief Executive Donald ‘Tsang 
pledged to improve air quali 
by the time he leaves office in 
2012 and said he expected the 
full backing of China's main- 
land authorities. 

"We are clear in our objec- 
tives. Reduction of pollution in 
our power plants and in the air 
is a common goal," he told re- 
porters when asked about co- 
operation with officials in 
southern China. 

"It is also a national priority. 
Itis a matter of life and death in 
Hong Kong.” 

‘Tsang’s new measures to im- 
prove pollution—which has 
blighted the city in recent 
years—include reducing the 
amount of sulphur, a key pollu- 
tant, in diesel used in commer- 
cial and industrial processes, 

He also pledged HK$93 mil- 
lion (US$12 million) to clean 


report on the website of the offi- 
cial military newspaper, the Lib- 
eration Army Daily. 

The network's detection and 
surveillance capability was 
"very close” to those deployed 
in developed countries and 
could also assist Chinese forces 
in offensive operations, the re- 
port quoted Fang as saying. 

The development of a high-per- 
formance air defense system to 
complement China's increasingly 
potent surface-to-air missiles and 


up emissions from factories in 
the nearby Pearl River Delta, 
which are often blamed as the 
source of the city's worsening 
ait. 

‘Some business groups say the 
poor air quality is harming the 
city’s ability to attract senior 
managers and compromising 
Hong Kong's position as an in- 
ternational finance center. 

Tsang disputed this, saying 
the territory remained the lead- 
ing recipient of direct foreign 
investment in the region, and 
that top professionals were still 
choosing it over rivals such as 
Singapore. 

“But we are not complacent. 
In the long run (pollution) will 
harm our competitiveness,” he 
said. 

‘Tsang’s policy address was 
criticized by environmentalists 
for simply tinkering with an- 
tipollution measures and failing 
to provide rigid targets to im- 
prove air quality. 

The 63-year-old said the 
city's Air Quality Objectives, 
which date back to 1987, were 
currently being examined and 
would be updated next year. 

AFP 


jet fighter interceptors has been a 
top priority for the People's Libera- 
tion Army military experts say. 

Senior Taiwanese and Ameri- 
can military officers have acknowl 
edged the improvement in Chi- 
nese air defenses as a significant 
indication of the county's rapid 
modernization of its military. 

This system is a direct chal- 
lenge for self-governing Taiwan 
as it seeks to counter the main- 
land's growing military power. 
China regards the democratic 


island as part of its territory and 
has threatened to use force un- 
der a range of circumstances, 
including in the case of a formal 
declaration of independence by 
the government in Taipei. 

In a televised National Day 
speech Wednesday, Taiwan's pro- 
independence president, Chen 
Shui-bian, called on the interna- 
tional community to demand 
that China withdraw its missiles 
aimed at the island and halt 
threatening military exercises. 


HONG KONG skyline, if you can see it: Viewers scan the city during a polluted day in Hong 


Kong on Oct. 6. 


Saudi reformists want king to do more 


DUBAI—SAUDI ARABIAS KING 
Abdullah has just issued rules to 
regulate succession and over- 
haul the judiciary in the oil pow- 
erhouse, but reformists say any 
real change must bring political 
participation, 

‘A group of reformists has been 
behind bars for months, while a 
prominent activist is on trial on 
charges of inciting a women’s 
protest, amid an apparent crack- 
down on Islamist reformers. 

Rules issued by the king this 
week to regulate the work of 
the Allegiance Commission, 
which groups members of the 


Al-Saud ruling family, are “just 
procedural steps to implement 
the succession law issued last 
year,” liberal reformist and aca- 
demic Khalid al-Dakhil sai 
“Demands for reform go 
much further. They include 
electing the Shura Council (a 
150-member all-male advisory 
body currently named by the 
monarch), turning the council 
into a legislative body and ii 
volving it in choosing the king 
and the crown prince," he said. 
The rules were announced 
days after the king approved a 
body of laws reorganizing the ju- 


Student, 14, shoots 4 
then kills self at US school 


CLEVELAND—DISGRUNTLED. 
about having been suspended 
on Monday after a fight, a 14- 
year-old student shot and in- 
jured two students and two 
teachers at a downtown Cleve- 
land high school on Wednesday 
before fatally shooting himself, 
the authorities said. 

None of the victims’ injuries 
were considered life-threatening. 

The gunman was identified as 
Asa H. Coon, a freshman at the 
school, SuccessTech Academy. 

The police and school offi 
cials said that around 1:15 
p.m., Coon arrived at the school 
armed with two handguns, a 


.38 and a .22 caliber, and that 
he began working his way up 
two flights of stairs before open- 
ing fire in a crowded hallway on 
the third floor. 

Within minutes, the principal 
announced a “code blue” over 
the intercom, leading some stu- 
dents to flee into the halls, 
while others hid in closets and 
under desks. 

“Shut up, shut up; I hate this 
school,” the gunman said, ac- 
cording to Mychael Wilmore- 
Smith, 14, a sophomore who 
was in a fourth-floor classroom 
when the gunman arrived on 
her floor and began firing. NYT 


dicial system, a move expected 
since Saudi Arabia, which applies 
a strict version of sharia (Islamic 
law), joined the World Trade Or- 
ganization in December 2005. 


bin Hudeijan al-Harbi said the 
succession rules “exclude any role 
for the people, who are the source 
of power under sharia.” 
The succession process does 
‘Walid Abul Khair, an activist not provide for a mechanism to 
specializing in Islamic jurispru- implement the Islamic principles 
dence, said the key change in of "justice and shura (consulta- 
the revamped judicial system is. tion)," which need to be put in 
that it mandates a proposed practice through “a shura council 
supreme court to oversee the elected by the people,” he said. 
implementation of the provi- Saudi Arabia is ruled by an 
sions of sharia by judges and absolute monarchy and pro- 
the laws issued by officials. hibits political parties. It has not 
But it does not detail how this conducted elections since land- 
will be done. mark male-only municipal polls 
Islamist activist Mohammad were held in 2005. AFP 


POTTE EP ITA 


BREACHING IG THE BARRIER. 
Photo released by the US Navy shows Lt. Ron Candiloro, 
assigned to Fighter Squadron One Five One, breaking the sound 


barrier in an F/A-18 Hornet on July 7, 1999. " 


He also called on China to fol- 
lew Taiwan's example and 
adopt democracy. 

"We believe that only 
through Chinas democratic 
awakening can there be lasting 
peace in the world,” he said. 

‘Tensions between the two sides 
have been mounting over the de- 
termination of Chen and his gov- 
eming Democratic Progressive 
Party to press ahead with a public 
referendum on the island's bid to 
enter the United Nations under the 


name of Taiwan rather than its of- 
ficial title, the Republic of China. 

Senior Chinese officials have 
condemned the referendum as 
a step toward independence 
and warned of dangerous con- 
sequences for Taiwan. 

Chen's decision to revive the 
traditional military parade, on the 
day that commemorates the 1911 
overthrow of China's last imperial 
dynasty, was an attempt to draw 
attention to the threat facing Tai- 
wan, analysts said, ‘NYT 


Amid shrinking 
farmlands, 
Chinese may turn 
to potatoes 


BEIJING—POTATOES MAY SOON JOIN 
rice as a staple diet for China's 1.3 billion 
people as the nation searches for alterna- 
tive crops to deal with a sharp decline in 
farmland, state press reported Thursday. 

‘China is facing increasing difficulties in 
feeding its massive population partly due to 
the widespread conversion ofits farming ar- 
eas into industrial zones and residential areas, 
as well as the impacts of global warming. 

Potatoes, which can grow in dry areas not 
suitable for rice, are now being seriously looked 
at as a way to get more food from a smaller 
area, the China Daily said, citing a study from 
the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences. 

“A slight increase in yield for each hectare 
of land used in potato farming would help 
meet the huge food demand of the growing 
population," the academy's vice president, 
Qu Dongyu, was quoted as saying. 

“Potato is definitely the most nutritious 
staple food. Itis rich in vitamin C, B, pro- 
teins and minerals." 

China's arable land has shrunk to 122 
million hectares, just above the govern- 
ment-set "red line” of 120 million hectares 
that is deemed necessary to feed the coun- 
trys people, state press reported last 
month. 

Also to deal with this problem, China last 
month suspended a plan to plant millions 
of trees across the country amid worries 
they would have taken over the precious 
farmland. AFP 


Report recounts horrors 
of US youth boot camps 


WASHINGTON—REPORTS OF 
abuse of troubled young people 
in privately run boot camps and 
other residential treatment cen- 
ters are widespread, with exam- 
ples numbering in the thou- 
sands, according to a federal re- 
port released Wednesday. 

The report also found that 
managers of these programs, 
which are largely unregulated, 
faced little or no punishment 
for their actions. 

The report by the Government 
Accountability Office, the inves- 
tigative arm of Congress, exam- 
ined the casés of 10 teenagers 
who died while at programs in 
six states, finding “significant evi- 
dence of ineffective manage- 
ment” and “reckless or negligent 
operating practices.” The report 
detailed evidence that teenagers 
were starved, forced to eat their 
own vomit, and to wallow for 
hours in their own excrement. 

In one instance, a boy was so 
dehydrated that he ate dirt to 
survive, according to witnesses 
and an autopsy. 

Investigators also found that 
owners and employees were 
seldom sent to prison, even 
when teenagers died in their 
care. Five of these programs are 
still in operation, some under 
new names or in other states. 

‘The report was released at an 
emotionally wrenching hearing 


aerae s amical 


ofthe House education commit- 
tee, where lawmakers heard 
from the parents of three 
teenagers who died. Rep. 
George Miller, D-Calif., who is 
head of the committee, said he 
planned to introduce legislation 
early next year to create a feder- 
al role in regulating the indus- 
try, a move that the ranking Re- 
publican, Rep. Howard P McK- 
eon of California, said he would 
most likely support. 

The report is a harsh rebuke 
to industry defenders, like the 
National Association of Thera- 
peutic Schools and Programs, a 
trade group that has dismissed 
accusations of abuse and death 
as "the noisy complaints of a 
few individuals." Its director, 
Jan Moss, told lawmakers 
Wednesday that the group did 
not police its members but that 
she would take the findings of 
the federal report to her board 
to "review them in depth.” 

Residential treatment pro- 
grams for troubled teenagers 
seek to straighten out these 
youths far from home by forcing 
them into wilderness settings 
and exposing them to harsh be- 
havior modification techniques. 
‘About 10,000 to 20,000 young 
people are enrolled in these 
programs, which cost from 
$130 to $450 a day, the report 
said. NYT 


Chemistry Nobel winner Gerhard Ertl a catalyst for industry 


PARIS—CALL HIM THE CATA- 
lyst. 

German scientist Gerhard Erd 
was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry on Wednesday for pi- 
oneering the toolkit used by en- 
tire industries to harness the re- 
actions that occur when chemi- 
cals interact on a surface. 

‘The even bigger achievement 
was figuring out how to speed 
these reactions up—a process 
called catalysis 

“That may sound like a mun- 
dane thing, but catalysis is cru- 
cial to everyday life,” said Mark 

reuters Peplow, the editor of Chemistry 


World, a journal of the British 
Royal Society. 

From the chemical sorcery 
used to make the semiconduc- 
tors that power computers, to 
the admix of gases and iron that. 
yield fertilizer and the molecu- 
lar magic that neutralizes toxic 
vehicle exhaust—catalysis is at 
the heart of a thousand and one 
manufacturing processes. 

"The chemical industry could 
not function as it does without 

. Pretty well all the chemicals 
that we use in our daily lives are. 
made by this process" said 
John Foord, a professor at Ox- 


ford University. 

“Ertl has made a fundamen- 
tal contribution to understand- 
ing how its basic mechanisms 
take place,” he said, adding that 
some 90 percent of the chemi- 
cal industry's output used re- 
search techniques initiated by 
the Nobel laureate. 

‘The Nobel committee singled 
out Ert's experiments into the 
so-called Haber-Bosch process, 
"which is the fundamental step 
for making artificial fertilizer. 

The way in which nitrogen re- 
acts with hydrogen on an iron 
surface to make ammonia has 


been known since World War I, 
when its applications for making 
explosives and synthetic fertiliz- 
er staved off Germany's collapse 
and prolonged the fighting, ac- 
cording to some historians. 

But scientists had no idea of 
what was happening at the 
molecular level. 

Ertl not only explained the 
process, he also found out that 
adding potassium at a key 
phase in the cycle helps to split 
molecules of nitrogen, thus 
speeding the business up. 

The old way of doing chem- 
istry, before Ertl came along, 


was to “throw some metal and 
gas together to see what hap- 
pens. Ertl allowed us to do this 
strategically.” Peplow said. 

The methods pioneered by 
Ertl in the 1960s “allowed sci- 
entists to go and do exactly the 
same thing for lots and lots of 
other things.” 

‘These techniques included 
bouncing infrared lights off sur- 
faces to make measurements 
and conducting controlled ex- 
periments inside vacuums, 
making it possible to get a sin- 
gle layer of molecules to sit on 
the surface ofa catalyst. AFP 
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the WORLD Tm 
Judge suspends Bush effort on illegals 


AFEDERALJUDGEINSANFRANCISCO ORDERED 2al explanation or conducting a gal immigrants often present favored by President Bush was normally adversaries. 

x - tid requiredsurveyofthecostsand false Social Security informa- rejected by Congress in June. They had feared that the 
an indefinite delay on Wednesday of a central mea- impact for small businesses. tion when applying for jobs. Tf allowed to take effect, the measure would bring mass lay- 
sure of the Bush administration’s new strategy to ^ Under the rule issued by the The rule, announced with judge found, the rule could lead offs in low-wage industries, 
Gub n DNO IRR department, which had been fanfare in August by Homeland to the firing of many thousands of sweeping up both illegal and le- 

gal immigr: e scheduled to take effect on Security Secretary Michael legally authorized workers, re- gal workers and disrupting the 
The judge, Charles R. Breyer rity numbers could not be veri- Sept. 14, employers would be Chertoff, was the linchpin ofthe sulting in “irreparable harm toin- labor force. Breyer's decision 
of the Northern District of Cali- fied within three months. forced to fire workers within 90 administration’s effort to crack nocent workers and employers.” was an awkward disappoint- 
fornia, said the governmenthad Breyer chastised the Depart- days after receiving a notice down on illegal immigration by The decision brought a ment for Chertoff, a former fed- 
failed to follow proper proce- ment of Homeland Security for from the Social Security Admin- denying jobs to the immigrants. sense of relief to the unusual eral judge, who was relying on 
dures for issuinga newrulethat making a policy change with istration that an employee's It is part of a campaign of coalition behind the lawsuit, the rule as an enforcement tool 
would have forced employersto “massive ramifications” forem- identity information did not stepped-up enforcement since including the AFL-CIO and the since Congress left him with 
fire workers if their Social Secu- ployers, without giving any le- match the agency's records. Ille- broader immigration legislation US Chamber of Commerce, few other options. 


Burma to hold gems sale despite boycott call 


RANGOON—MILITARY-RULED neighboring China. For the past 700 years, theso- a boycott of the junta's gems 
Burma (also known as Myan- Despite sanctions on the called “Valley of Rubies” in the auctions, claiming that mine 
mar) said Thursday it would regime, many stones from Bur- Mogok region of northeast Bur- owners rely on forced labor. 
auction off its world-renowned ma are smuggled through ma hasbeen mined for "pigeon There are also reports of 
gems and jade next month, de- neighboring Thailand, where blood” rubies—considered the soaring AIDS infection rates 
spite growing calls fora boycott they are often cut and polished finest in the world—as well as among mine workers due to 
on its precious stones—a major for eventual sale in the United for sapphires and other rare needie-sharing by heroin ad- 
money-spinnerforthe junta. States or Europe. gems. dicts and widespread prostitu- 

The Nov. 7-19 auction willbe Iconic New York jeweler A top-notch ruby can cost tion, with drugs shipped in by 
the fifth such sale this year, the Tiffany's is among the few that more per carat than a dia- local traffickers, according to 
official New Light of Myanmar refuses to sell stones from Bur- mond, making it a must-have the US group Campaign for Bur- 
newspaper said. ma, but the industry group Jew- accessory for the newly richin ma. 

Each auction attracts buyers elers of America this week Asia, Russia and the Middle “Burma's gem industry is 
from around the world who asked the USCongresstospecif- East. dominated by the military 
spend as much as $100 million, ically ban all gemstones mined Last year, an 8.62-carat regime and its cronies,” said 
making the gem sales a key in Burma. Burmese ruby fetched a record Jeremy Woodrum, the group's 
source of revenue for the cash- ‘Jewelers of America mem- price of $3.7  million—or director. 
strapped regime. bers believe it is their responsi- $425,000 per carat—at a “No one with a conscience 

The announcement comes in bility to support and respect the Christie's auction. should buy a ruby because it is 
the wake of the biggest protection of international hu- Imperial ^ jade—emerald- almost assuredly from Burma.” 
antigovernment rallies in near- man rights within their sphere green in color—is another Bur- ButBurma'sauctions usually at- 
ly 20 years and a subsequent of influence and to make sure ma treasure highly sought by tract hundreds of buyers, espe- 
crackdown by security forces thesourcing of gemstonesisnot the Chinese, the main cus- cially from China and Thailand, 
that left atleast 13 dead, spark- complicit in human rights abus- tomers for the country's gems. although obtaining a visa has 
ing international condemna- es,” said the group's president The stones are mined at a become more difficult since the 
tion. Matthew Runci. huge human cost, with re- crackdown. 

One of the poorest countries Cartier also said this week ports of horrific working con- ^ Burma holds the auctions to 
in the world, Burma supplies that it had stopped buying ditions in Burma's ruby try to stifle the thriving black 
up to 90 percent of the world's gems which might have been mines, which outsiders are market trade in gems, but many 
rubies and has rich jade de- mined in Burma until further forbidden to see. precious stones are still smug- PICTURE taken June 24, 2006, shows merchants evaluating the quality 
posits that are highly prized in notice. Groups of Burma exiles want gledovertoThailand. AFP of gemsand jade atan auction in Burma's largest city Rangoon. a? 
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Pacquiao wants 
unbeaten Valero 


Says Venezuelan WBA champ too cocky 


By Recah Trinidad 


GUAM—MANNY PACQUIAO WANTS WBA SU- 
per featherweight champion Edwin Valero for 


his next fight. 


"The Filipino boxing celebrity told the GMA 
news team during a refueling stopover here on 
his way home Thursday moming that he is 
keen on fighting Valero in February next year. 

The dash with the cocky unbeaten 
Venezuelan, who boasts a fearsome record of 
22 knockouts in as many fights, could take 
place in Vancouver since Valero is not allowed 
to fight in the United States. 

“Excited na ako, nakapanggigigil (Tm excit- 
ed, I can’t wait to fight him),” a grinning Pac- 
quiao exclaimed at the first-class section of 
Flight PR 103 that brought him home from Los 
Angeles. 

“Tm willing to stay at 130 pounds if just for 

PACQUIAO) A26 
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SPORTS 


Dec. 8 nius for Peñalosa? 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


IREIGNING WBO BANTAM KING 
“Gerry Peñalosa may get his cherished 
rematch with WBO superban- 
‘tamweight champion Daniel Ponce De 
Leon earlier than expected if he agrees 
“to a proposed Dec. 8 showdown with 
“the power-punching Mexican. 
‘The rematch is slated to be on the 
undercard of the Dec. 8 Floyd May- 
weather Jr-Ricky Hatton superbout at 


PBL season 
glimmers with 


the MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
which also hosted historys richest 
boxing event, the May 5 Oscar De la 
Hoya- Mayweather battle. 

Reports coming out of Las Vegas 
said that only the question of the purse. 
money being offered to Peñalosa is 
holding up the projected rematch. 

“The money being offered is rea- 
sonable, but Peñalosa believes that, 
considering the caliber of Ponce De 
Leon, he should be given an amount 
commensurate to the risk involved,” a 


source told the InguReR yesterday. 

Earlier reports said the Pefialosa-De 
Leon fight is being planned to take 
place in February in the Philippines. 

‘Another Mexican fighter, ex-world 
champ Jorge Arce, has also expressed 
interest in fighting the Peñalosa. 

Arce is said to have tried to start a 
fight at the Mandalay Bay last Sunday 
when he approached the Filipino box- 
ing champ right after the Pacquiao- 
Barrera showdown, and verbally chal- 
lenged him to a fight. 
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So eyes revenge vs Wang 


Standings after Round 7: 

2 points GM Ahmed Adiy (Egypt); 
55—GM Victor Laaicka (Czech Repub: 
ig); 504M Wesley So (Philippines), 
GM Wang Hao (China), GM Maxim Ro 
hien (israe), GM Georg Meler (Ger- 
many), GM Daniel Stelwagen (Neher- 
tands), GM Ivan Popov (Russia) GM Pari 
marian Negi (India), IM Avetik Grigoryan 
(Armenia), IM Gopal Narayanan (India) 

4| FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MAS- 
ter Wesley So tries to get back on 
tack in the World Juniors and 
Girls Chess Championships at the 
Petrosian Chess House in Yerevan, 


Chinese Grandmaster Wang Hao 
in the eighth round Thursday. 

So, handed his fist loss by solo 
leader Egyptian GM Ahmed Adly 
in the seventh round, is hoping 
that Wednesday's break will serve 
him in good stead when he han- 
dies black against Wang, co-cham- 
pion of the recent 6th Asian Indi- 
vidual Chess Championship. 

With six rounds to go, So shares 
third place with Wang and seven 
others at 5.0 points. Marlon 


A 


college stars 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ALEAGUE ROOKIE TAKES ON A VET- 
eran crew when the Philippine Bas- 
ketball League (PBL) First Confer- 
ence kicks off on Oct. 20 at The Are- 
nain San Juan. 

Newcomer Pharex and San Mig Cof- 
fee (formerly San Miguel-Magnolia) 
will clash at 2 p.m., followed by the 4 
pm. dispute between Toyota Bal- 
intawak and Bacchus Energy Drink on 
the first day of the season opener. 

PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad 
expects “a wide open race for the 
championship” since the league loaned 
several of its stars—including back-to- 

“back Most Valuable Player Jason Cas- 

‘'ro—to the Harbour-RP team set to see 

| action in the Southeast Asian Games. 

But more standouts are expected to 
‘emerge from the new batch of rookies led 
by 6-foot-5 Fil-Am guard Gabe Norwood 


eT 


: AUNZO: By one shot 


ione fight to accommodate his 
‘ (Valero) repeated challenges,” 
added Pacquiao. 

He noted that Mexican Marco 
Antonio Barrera, whom he 
whipped in the "Will to Win" card 
at the Mandalay Bay Resort and 
Casino in Las Vegas, had also de- 
dared that “Valero has got what it 
takes to beat Pacquiao.” 

Pacquiao fought Barrera at the 
super featherweight limit of 130 
lbs. The Filipino superstar, howev- 
er raised the possibility of moving 
up to the 135 Ib. lightweight class 
where more lucrative fights await. 

The 27-year-old Valero, a 
standout of Golden Boy Promo- 

‘tions, was at ringside when Pac- 
quiao outclassed Barrera in their 


MEGA SALE! 


on Oct. 24, 2007 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 


rematch Saturday He later 
showed up at the post-fight press 
conference to openly challenge 
Pacquiao. 

‘The US ban on Valero was a re- 
sult of the Venezuelan failing an 
MRI (magnetic resonance imag- 
ing) test performed on him in 
New York in 2004. Valero sus- 
tained head injuries during a mo- 
torcycle crash in 2001. 

Aside 
Japanese promoter Akihiko Hon- | 
da of Teiken Promotions also hasa 
stake in the Tokyo-based Valero, 
who called Pacquiao a “cab driv- 
er” in retaliation for a comment 
made by the Filipino that all his 
(Valero) victims were mere tricy- 


and San Beda's John Hermida of Hapee, 
Ateneo center Ford Arao of San Mig Cof- 
fee, University of the East's James Mar- 
tinez of Bacchus and Jose Rizal's James 
Sena of Toyota Balintawak. 

“The endearing exploits of some of 
the finest collegiate players are expect- 
ed to spill over in the PBL considering 
that most of them will see action,” said 
Trinidad. 

According to executive director Butch 
Maniego, the league will also hold a one- 
week tournament which will pit the Har- 
bour-RP team against a foreign team and 
other invited squads. 

Aside from missing Castro, three- 
time champion Harbour Centre will 
have to do without Beau Belga, 
Jonathan Fernandez and Chad Alonzo, 
while newcomer Lina Group of Com- 
panies also loaned a prized re- 
cruit—UAAP MVP Jervy Cruz of 
'UST—to the national five. 


Amateur Open champion, highlighted the 
dominance of the ICTSI players who wound 
up occupying five of the first eight slots. 

Venjo Reyes broke the ICTSI stranglehold by 
firing a day-best 70 and clinching third place 
with a 218 aggregate. South Koreans Jae Min- 
koo (78-224) and Sung Bin-yoon (74-225) 
‘wound up fifth and seventh, respectively. 

ICTSFs Miko Alejandro skied to a 79 and 
tumbled to fourth at 223, beating teammates 
Dante Bisera, who was sixth with a 76-224, 
and reigning RP Open Amateur champ Antho- 
ny Femando, who was eighth with an 82-228. 


MOST VALUABLE 
‘Ateneo standout Michael 
Jay Javelosa receives his 
Most Valuable Player trophy 
from former PBA MVP 
‘Allan Caidic (right) during 
the recent awards rite of 
the Milo-BEST Passarelle 
(12-14) tournament. The 
12-year-old Jayis the 
grandson of former Ateneo 
Blue Eagle, Alfredo Javelosa, 
ateammate of the late King 
Eagle Moro Lorenzo at 
Ateneo. Atleftis BEST 
Center founder Nic Jorge. 
‘Ateneo wound up second to 
Xavier in the tournament 
confined to players 
T2to 14 years old. 


from Golden Boy 


DEFENDING CHAMPION AYALA ALABANG 
shook off the challenge of BF Resort to top the 
first round of the South qualifying of the 16th 
Intervillage Golf Tournament Series presented 
by MyPhone on Tuesday at the Sherwood Hills 
Golf and Country Club. 

‘Alex Escalona fired 35 points under the Sta- 
bleford format to top Group 3 (handicap 11- 
15) and key Ayala Alabang's one-point victory 
over BF Resort. 

Drawing 33 and 32 points from RJ Escalona 
and Willy Roldan, respectively, Ayala Alabang 
totaled 313 points from its top eight players. 

Other Ayala scorers were Joaquin Rosero 
28, Leonardo Sarmiento Jr. 27, Ricky de Roca 


FIL-AM star Gabe Norwood boosts Hapee Toothpaste lineup. 


Armenia, when he meets top seed 


OMT HOMLADA 


Aunzo’s 73 enough to thwart Bibat 


444 LIPA CITY—FERDINAND AUNZO FAILED 
to break par for the first time in three days with 
a 73 yesterday but it proved enough to fend off 
Mike Bibat and earn him the fourth leg crown 
of the Pilipinas Amateur Golf Tour presented 
by Samsung at the Mt. Malarayat Golf and 
County Club course here. 

‘Counting his back-to-back 71s earlier, Aun- 
zo pooled a one-under 215 total and bested 
fellow ICTSI-supported Bibat, who closed out 
witha 72, by one shot in the Championship di- 
vision of the course-hopping event. 

‘The 27-year-old Aunzo, the reigning Sabah 


‘Pacquiao wants 
unbeaten Valero ........ 


The Class A title went to Chris Palanca, who 
carded a 78 for a 36-hole total of 158. Palanca 
bested South Korean Suk Bum-kang, who 
managed an 84 for a 159 total. 

Jimmy Sto. Tomas shot his second straight 
82 and clinched the Class B crown at the ex- 


pense of Bing Tolentino, who fired an 83 fora | 


165 total. 

No one won the Samsung 32-inch LCD TV 
dangled as a hole-in-one prize in the event or- 
ganized by the Professional Sports Manage- 
ment Inc. The fifth and concluding leg will be 
held at Sherwood Hills from Nov. 26-29. 


Ayala Alabang nips BF golfers 


26, Mare Reyes 24 and Lito Carvajal 22. 

BF Resort totaled 312 points, 10 points bet- 
ter than Hillsborough. 

Better Living-Don Bosco-Levitown placed 
fourth with 300, followed by BF Homes 293, 
Tahanan 286 and Pilar 285. 

Scoring for BF Resort were Robert Reyes 32, 
Arnold Jumalon 32, Art Ampaya 31, Jojo Bon- 
doc 28, Louie Bustamante 25, Ed Cabrera 25, 
Amold Alafriz 24, Zardi Abellera 24 and 
Nicanor Sayoc 24. 

Each team is allowed to field 12 players in 
the round. 

MyPhone of Solid Group Inc. is sponsoring 
ihe annual series. 


Lyceum targets title double 


DUAL DEFENDING CHAMPION LYCEUM, 
Emilio Aguinaldo College and Rizal Techno- 
logical U try to notch win No. 2 and sweep the 
senior basketball and volleyball titles in the 
38h WNCAA tournament today at the St. 
‘Scholastica's College gym. 

Lyceum barely won the Senior A basketball 
finals opener last Sunday over College of St. 
Benilde, 43-42, but had an easier time in vol- 


leyball against St. Francis of Assisi College, 30- 
28, 25-14, 25-16. 

If the Lady Pirates prevail today, it will 
be their second straight cage title while the 
volleyball plum willbe their eighth over- 
al 

Lyceum also won the basketball and volley- 
ball titles in the fourth WNCAA National 
Games held in Baguio City last year. 


Bernardino, Contributor 


SPORTSWATCH . 


Bases 


Biggest active chess tilt 


gets going in Tanauan City 
THE COUNTRY'S BIGGEST ACTIVE CHESS. 
Championship blasts off at 9:30 a.m. today 
atthe Tanauan Gym in Tanauan City. 

With a cash pot of P200,000 the three- 
day 3rd Tanauan Chess Open promises to 
be an exciting battle among the country's 
best chess minds. 

Grandmaster Eugene Torre, IM Chito 
Garma, the champion of the event's first 
two editions, as well as GN-elect Darwin 
Laylo of Lipa City, GM Rogelio "Joey" An- 
tonio and GM Mark Paragua are among the 
favorites to bag the P100,000 top purse. 

Tournament director Ricky Navalta said 
National Chess Federation of the Philip- 
pines president Prospero "Butch" Pichay 
has been invited to open the tournament. 

The event is supported by Pichay, First 
Asia Institute of Technology and Humani- 
ties president Bong Belen Jr., Lima Hotel, 
Darasa Fiesta Resort, SM Lipa, Diwa 
Learning Manager Joel Mangaban, Quick- 
page Enterprises and KFC Tanauan. 


PTAA golf cup slated 

THE PHILIPPINE TRAVEL AGENCIES AS- 
sociation (PTAA) will hold its 7th Annual 
Golf Cup Tournament on Oct. 15 at the Sta. 
Elena Golf Club in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

Co-presented by Philippine Airlines for 
the benefit of the Aeta community in Mt. 
Pinatubo, the event will have 150 of the. 
country's top travel and tourism executives. 
‘competing in the one-day System 36 shot- 
gun format tournament 

At stake are four division champi- 
onships in the men's category and another. 
in the women's side. 

A P100,000 betting prize from the 
Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
anda round-trip ticket to the United States. 
of America from PAL and Northwest Air- 
lines await the golfer who fires the first ace. 


Gin Kings Scoop guests 
REIGNING PHILIPPINE CUP CHAMPION 
‘Barangay Ginebra talks about its bid to de- 
fend its Philippine Basketball Association 
(PBA) title in today's 11 a.m. session of the 
Scoop sa Kamayan in Padre Faura, Manila. 
The Kings will have for company in the 
weekly forum sponsored by Accel and. 
Teletech recently crowned UAAP titlist La 
Salle Green Archers, Manila Little League 
president Robert Evangelista and project 
director Col. Levi Viesca, Manila Sports 
Council chair Nino dela Cruz and PSC-PSI 
head Malou Cantancio. 


PCCA 4-cocker resumes 
COMPETITION HEATS UP ANEW IN THE 
Pasay Cockpit Cockers Association (PCCA) 
4-cock derby series which resumes at § 
p.m. today at Pasay City Cockpit with 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as sponsor. 

The PCCA Stagfighter of the Year race 
leaders are expected to shine again in to~ 
day's third leg, according to pit managers 
Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy Olano. 

Osang dela Cruz with the entry 
Goldquest Champs topped the second leg 
last Sept. 21. 


Pasig 5-stag derby today 
SEVENTY-FIVE MATCHES ARE ON TAP IN 
today's 2-stag elimination of the Rizal 
Gamecock Breeders Association (RGBA) 5- 
stag derby circuit at Pasig Square Garden. 

The RGBA Breeder of the Year and Stag- 
fighter of the Year winners will be declared 
after Sunday's championship round, ac- 
cording to RGBA president Joey Sy. 

Ramon Talavera, LJ Sumulong and Boy 
Torres shared the first-leg crown last Sept. 
14 while Elmer Nepomuceno was solo 
champion of the second leg. 
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Gymnast Ramirez quits SEAG 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


TWO MORE SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES GOLD MEDALS GO DOWN THE 


drain for Team Philippines. 

"This after the Gymnastics Association 
of the Philippines yesterday said it is 
ready to bite the bullet and disband its 
men's artistic team in the wake of the res- 
ignation of coach Sonny Ty and five ath- 
Jetes, led by 2005 SEA Games double 
gold-medal winner Roel Ramirez. 

‘Ty Ramirez and the four other gym- 
nasts hauled their personal belongings 
out oftheir quarters at the Rizal Memorial 
Sports Complex in disgust yesterday after 
GAP failed to field an entire team in the 
"Thailand SEAG this December. 


OFF TO WORLD CUP 


Chef de Mission Johnny Tan (left) and San Miguel Motorsports director Boy Ochoa (right) 
ing in the 2007 ROK World Cup in Italy. They are 

second from left) Mike Casimiro, Juha Turalba, Javi Benitez, Joey Orduna, Franco 

Reyes, Vencer John Suba and team captain Jean Stefano Marcelo, Ken Monzones, Paco 


flank members of the RP karting team 
(starti 


“I didn't tell them to resign,” said Ty of 
the athletes. “In fact, I told them to con- 
tinue, but they have seen the problem 
with the (GAP) leadership.” 

‘Ty said the association failed to source 
out funds for an international exposure 
which could have given other team mem- 
bers the chance to make the SEAG squad. 

Ramirez had earlier rued that he's the 
“only one competing in the SEA Games.” 

But GAP secretary general Dulce 
Saguisag said the whole issue started fol- 
lowing Ramirez's failure to liquidate the 


Rodriguez and Jette Calderon are the other team members. 


cash given him when he competed in the 
World Championships in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many, last month. 

"Given that they don't have foreign ex- 
posure, is that reason enough to turn your 
back on your duty to represent the coun- 
try?" said Saguisag in a hastily called 
press conference. 

“As far as we are concerned, they're out 
(of the SEAG),” she added. "We are very 
sad because we'll have less medals in the 
SEA Games. But nobody is indispensable, 
and besides life doesn’t end with the SEA 
Games" 

The country is supposed to send just 
two men and two women—the only ones 
who passed the criteria set by the Task 


Force SEA Games, They are Ramirez and 
Frederick Rocas in men's artistic, Nikka 
Calapatan in rythmic and Saguisags 
daughter Kaissa in women's artistic. 

Saguisag said the composition of the 
SEAG lineup was the call of the Task 
Force—a joint body formed by the Philip- 
pine Sports Commission and the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee. 

In fact, she said the GAP endorsed 22 
names to the Task Force but only the fous, 
who are all medalists in the 2005 SEAG 
held here, were approved. 

‘Ty lamented that Ramirez is a “shoo- 
in” for the gold in the horse vault and 
floor exercise events which he ruled two 
‘years ago. 


ASIAN 14-U SERIES 
3 RP netters advance to semis 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


TIM POLERO SAYS THAT HE'S AN 
all-around player. 

He proved it well enough to beat 
fourth seed Malaysia's Jason 
Michael Lee, 6-2, 6-4, yesterday 
and tow two other Filipinos to the 
semifinals of the Agra Cup-Asian 
14-U Series at the Rizal Memorial 
Tennis Center. 

The plump and bubbly 14-year- 
old Tim, the other half of the sensa- 
tional Polero twins seeing action 
here, was hardly threatened by the 
more seasoned Malaysian, using his 
powerful groundstrokes to finish 
off the visitor in less than an hour 


RAMIREZ: Shoo-in for two Games golds. 


‘Tim's next foe is Leander Lazaro, 
who has already beaten him five 
times. 

“Hindi pa ako nanalo sa kanya 
(Lazaro), pero yayariin ko siya bukas 
(haven't won against him, but 1 will 
let him have it tomorrow)" he sai 

But Kim Polero fell to top seed 
Ariez Elyaas Dean Hashsam, who 
posted a 6-3, 6-1 win that set up the 
Malaysian against local bet Berna- 
dine Siso in the semifinals. 

Siso will be coming into today's 
match fresh from an overwhelming 
6-0, 6-0 victory over another 
Malaysian, Mohd Assri Merauki. 

Lazaro advanced after beating gi- 


Dela Cruz hurdled second seed 
Asshsaam Goghari of Malaysia in 
the second round, while Lazaro 
bundled out the only seeded Fil- 
ipino, Kyle Cordero. 

In girls’ action, Jonicka Martina 
Guba toppled Malaysian top seed 
Adelle Chia Boey, 2-6, 6-4, 6-2, to 
reach the semifinals where she will 
face third seed Filipina Shannine 
Mae Olivarez, an easy 6-1, 6-2 win- 
ner over Macy Gonzales. 

Fourth seed Sally Mae Siso 
slipped past Victoria Louise Maga- 
way, 6-3, 6-2, to set up a duel with 
second seed Theiviya Selvarajoo, 
who downed Cristabelle Paulino, 6- 


ant-killer Arjohn Dela Cruz, 7-5, 6-4. 
College aces EXUTGE T oie eens 
collide in Val ; 

All-Star tiff 
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AM sus best unfolds tomor- 

casis row when UAAP and 

NCAA basketball 

standouts clash in the Bantay Bata All-Star 
Game at The Arena in San Juan. 

Rico Maierhofer, JV Casio, TY Tang and JV 
Casio of newly crowned UAAP champion La 
Salle Green Archers will power the UAAP All- 
Stars, while Ogie Menor, Pong Escobal and 
Nigerian Sam Ekwe of back-to-back NCAA. 
champion San Beda will lead the NCAA side. 

The face-off between the country's top colle- 
giate leagues starts at 4 p.m., right after the 2 
pm. side event that includes a slamdunk con- 
test, a three-point competition and a two-ball 
shootout. 

‘Also suiting up for the UAAP All-Stars are 
‘Mark Borboran and Marcy Arellano of runner- 
up University of the East, Ateneo big men Ford 
Arao and Nonoy Baclao, Santo Tomas guards 
Japs Cuan and Dylan Ababou, Far Eastern's 
Mac Baracael, National U's Edwin Asoro, 
‘Adamson’s Roel Hugnatan and University of 
the Philippines rookie Mike Gamboa, 

Franz Pumaren will call the shots, but the 
multititled La Salle coach will miss the services 
of UST star Jervy Cruz, this season's Most Valu- 
able Player, and streak shooters Patrick 
Cabahug of Adamson and NUS Jonathan Fer- 
nandez. The three are training with the all-am- 
ateur Philippine team in South Korea. 

San Beda coach Frankie Lim will mentor the 
NCAA crew bannered by MVP Kelvin Dela Pe- 
fia of Mapua, Rafael Jazul, Bryan Faundo and 
Dino Daa of runner-up Letran, San Beda's 
Borgie Hermida and David Marcelo, Jose 
Rizal's James Sena and John Wilson and Per- 
petual's Michael Kong and San Sebastian’s Ja- 
son Ballesteros. 


Gabica rules BSCP 
9-ball ranking tilt 


ANTONIO — GABICA 
trounced Carlo Biado, 
11-5, late Wednesday to 
rule the Ist San Miguel 
Com-BSCP —— 9-Ball 
Ranking Toumament at 
Bugsy Lairs on Sgt. Es- 
guerra Street in Quezon 
City 
The 35-year-old Gabi- 
ca, who beat Japan- 
SMA based Roel Esquillo 9-6, 
in the semifinal round, pocketed the top prize 
of P50,000 in the event that lured 87 players. 
Gabica, gold medalist in the 9-ball event of 
last years Asian Games in Doha, Qatar, also 
won the 4th annual SMB RP 9-Ball Open last 
month atthe Silver City Mall im Ortigas Center. 
"This is good practice for me before the 
qualifying event of the WPC (World Pool 
Championship), said Gabica. 
Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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DIAMONDBACKS pitcher Brandon Webb shows his stuff during 


practice in Phoenix, Arizona, Wednesday. 
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Pitching key to AL series 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS—BOSTON 
sluggers Manny Ramirez and David Ortiz 
are capable of providing fireworks, but ex- 
pect pitching to be the key to the American 
League Championship Series between the 
Red Sox and the Cleveland Indians. 

The Indians boast two of the top fi 
starters in the AL in C.C. Sabbathia and 
Fausto Carmona, with each tying for sec- 
ond in the league with 19 wins. 

Boston's Josh Beckett, who gets the start 
in game one of the best-of-seven series 
against Sabbathia at Fenway Park on Fri 
day, was the only 20-game winner in the 


Major Leagues this season. 

He tossed a shutout in game one of Boston's 
first-round sweep of the Angels and now has 
three shutouts in six career postseason starts. 

That trails only Christy Mathewson's four 
for the career lead. 

Beckett became the first pitcher since Don 
Larsen in 1956 to allow no runs, no extra- 
base hits and no walks in a postseason start. 

The Red Sox rotation also boasts Curt 
Schilling, who owns the highest playoff 
winning percentage in history with a 9-2 
career mark, and is third all-time in post- 
season ERA (1.93) among pitchers with 


100 career innings. 

The Red Sox this week rearranged their 
rotation, moving Schilling to start in the 
second game and pushing Japan's Daisuke 
Matsuzaka to game three. 

Matsuzaka worked the second game of 
the division series, and Schilling pitched 
the third game. 

For the Red Sox, who won 96 games in 
the regular season to post the best record in. 
baseball, the biggest readjustment required 
by the Indians is likely to be merely the 
mental adjustment to the fact that they 
aren't the New York Yankees. AFP 


Celtics subdue 
Timberwolves 


O wee cvm 
LIO 
LONDON—IT MAY HAVE BEEN 


1304-1800 GUT -St-Denis | 
Kevin Garnett's former team, but 

itwas team mate Ray Allen's stel- 
lar play that helped the Boston 
Celtics notch a pre-season win 
against the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves on Wednesday. 

Allen sank three 3-pointers to 
go along with a game-high 28 
points in a 92-81 victory in front 
of a sellout crowd at London's 
02 arena, the last stop on the 
Celtics European tour. 

Garnett, a 10-time All-Star and 
the league's most valuable player 
in 2004, had only nine points and 
six rebounds on the night. 

The 6-foot-11 power forward 
was traded to Boston this sum- 
mer in a record 7-for-1 trade af- 
ter spending 12 seasons with 
the Timberwolves. 

“Its a new team over there, 
with new faces ... but when it 


comes to (Minnesota), 1 have 
no hard feelings," Garnett told 
reporters. 

Minnesota's Ricky Davis led 
his team with 18 points, 16 of 
which were scored in the first 
quarter. 

“It was definitely a different 
experience seeing Kev in 
green," Davis said of his former 
team mate. 

“I almost threw him the ball, 
but then I saw him in that green 
jersey" 

The NBAs 12-day Europe 
Live tour includes seven pre- 
season games across six cities in 
four countries. 

Minnesota won, 8481, 
against Turkey's Efes Pilsen in 
Istanbul on Saturday while 
Boston beat the Toronto Rap- 
tors, 89-85, in Rome on the 
same night. Reuters 
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England, France renew rivalry 


PARIS—RARELY HAS THE TERM 
often used to de- 
scribe internationals between 
England and France, been more 
appropriate than for Saturday's 
World Cup semifinal at the Stade 
de France. The old rivals will meet 
for the 90th time, at the Stade de 


France, knowing that defeat for ei- 
ther side could signal the end of 
some distinguished rugby ca- 
Teers, be it England full-back Ja- 
son Robinson, retiring after the 
World Cup, or France coach 
Bernard Laporte, who is set to be- 
come junior sports minister. AFP 
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It's playtime! Go sporty. Get young. Get behind the wheels of the SUZUKI SWIFT: 
Take a cut away from the ordinary with its eye-catching looks, sparkling performance, 
nimble handling, and an upbeat interior that's as practical as itis stylish. 


Drive now and have some serious fun. 


2007 EDITORS' PICKS. 
Subcompact of the Year 


Way of Life! 


Subcompact Sedan of the Year 


METRO MANILA: SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH Prince Motor Corporallon 951-2201 to 10 / 453-9318 to 20 - SUZUKI AUTO EDSA Pinna Sales Corporation 624-2451 to 57 / 8340031 / 634-0052 / 634-0034 - SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN Matrix Motor Corporation 
Opa 40 5008 /368 30 | S65 7708 - SUZUKI AUTO MANILA BAY tinosts inc. 266-1405 / 558-1407 - SUZUKI AUTO MAKATI Heldelberg Motor Corporation 616-4097 / 610-1738 / 610-1737 SUZUKI AUTO QUEZON AVE. Sunny Motora Group, Inc: 374-3811 / 411 
" SUZUKI AUTO SHAW The Shaw Motor Plaza Corporation 716-1834 to 35, 


ss (034) 425-0288 - SUZUKI AUTO CABANATUAN Princo Motor Corporation (044) 469-5248 / 483-0089 - SUZUKI AUTO CEBU Cobu Aulocentrale Corporation (032) 345-0893 / 348-0024 « SUZUKI AUTO 
VISTA» SUZUKI AUTO DAVAO Motormall Davao Corporation (062) 233-1140 | 234.0390 / 234.0646 " SUZUKI AUTO ILOILO Role Car Corporation (033) 320-7020 + SUZUKI AUTO LAGUNA Araza Motor Salen (02) 
ZU AUTO LEGASPI Leam Motore (094) 472-9077 1 (02) 269-8034 - SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA Family Cars, ine. (O48) 860-5871/081-3873/981-7740 - SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA Arce! Marken, in. (082) 991-1492/093-1213 


Ploase visit Suzuki Website: www.suzukl.com.ph 
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Peso inches closer to testing 43:$1 level 


Closes at 44.05 as BSP buying stems climb 


igures that matter in our nation's He 
By Doris C. Dumlao 


Services sector biggest employer 

(Labor Force Survey) 

Nearly one in every two Filipinos employed as of July 2007 was with the 

Services sector. 
THE PESO YESTERDAY EXTENDED ITS RALLY 
to close at 44.05 to the US dollar but was prevent- 
ed from testing the crucial 44:$1 barrier by cen- 
tral bank intervention, traders said. 

The local currency, which is _ Prospects of foreign funds 
now trading at seven-year flowing to local firms public of- 
highs, gained another 10 cen- feringsand another interest rate 
tavos from Wednesday's finish cut by the US Federal Reserve 
of 44.15 on ahigher market vol- this month further boosted the 
ume of $607 million from the peso, but sporadic buying of dol- 
previous day’s $403 million. lars by the Bangko Sentral ng 

The peso opened nearer to Pilipinas tempered the local cur- 
the day's low of 44.25 but end- rencysrise, traders said. 
ed closer to the intra-day peak The local currency has now 
of 44.045 to the dollar at the appreciated by P4.98 or 10 per- 
spot foreign exchange market cent against the US dollar since 
Philippine Dealing System. the start of the year, making it 


Finance eyes scrapping 
of $1-B bond float in '08 


Reservation Center, Mani: 89: 


the second best performer 
among emerging Asian curren- 
cies next to the Indian rupee. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves yesterday said the 
strengthening of the peso and 
the record-highs posted by the 
local stock market reflected the 
growing investor confidence in 
the Philippines and the increas- 
ing insulation of the economy 
from political noise. 

Investor sentiment on the 
country has turned favorable in 
September despite an ongoing 
investigation on alleged irregu- 
larities and large-scale bribery 
behind the government's nation- 
al broadband network project. 

"We will continue to work hard 
to improve the country’s eco- 


nomic fundamentals,” Teves said; 
pledging to push ahead with key. 
revenue-enhancing measures to 
sustain investor confidence. 

As soon as Congress resumes 
session in November, Teves said 
the Department of Finance 
would submit a bill providing for 
the restructuring of income tax- 
es, particularly for self-employed: 
individuals and professionals. ° 

“The improvement of the gov- 
emment's fiscal position in the 
last few years has been recog- 
nized by rating agencies, anas, 
lysts and investors, but we need: 
to keep our focus on continued 
improvement in revenue collec: 
tion to achieve higher levels of 
economic growth,” Tevessaid. 

PESO/B4 


Services 


duy Agriculture 
i 11.5M 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE WILL 
study a proposal from the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas and local exporters to scrap its 
plan to raise $1 billion from the offshore 
bond market next year and instead get the 
equivalent from local borrowings. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves told 
reporters that the national government re- 
ceived such a proposal to drop its foreign 
commercial borrowings "to stem the appre- 
ciation of the peso.” 

“We'll discuss it but we haven't talked yet 
with the Monetary Board,” he said, noting 
that the government had yet to decide on 
the matter. 

The Monetary Board is the BSP's policy- 
making body. It also screens all the borrow- 
ings of the public sector as well as those of 
private firms if the repayments will come 
from the local banking system. 

Government sources said the BSP was 
wooing the national government to raise 
funds from the cash-rich domestic market 
for its $1-billion refinancing requirement 
next year instead of tapping the foreign 
bond market. 

After borrowing the money from the local 
market, the proposal was for the national gov- 
emment to buy dollars from the BSP instead. 
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STOCK MARKET 


Stocks down on profit-taking 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.3-PER- 
cent lower yesterday on profit-tak- 
Ing, dealers said. 

The composite index shed 
10.51 points at 3,824.20, off the. 
day's low of 3,786.66. A total of 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


Since the start of the year, the BSP has 
been a heavy buyer of dollars from the spot 
foreign exchange market given the influx of 
dollars from overseas Filipinos’ remittances 
as well as portfolio investments in the local 
stock market, which has been hitting record 
highs this year. 

Sergio Ortiz-Luis, chair of the Philippine 
Confederation of Exporters, said the gov- 
‘ernment could help slow down the appreci- 
ation of the peso by announcing that it 
‘would no longer tap new foreign loans, as 
the proceeds would further contribute to 
the local currency's uptrend 

Instead, he said the government should 
use the heavy dollar inflows to prepay more 
foreign debt. 

In a recent presentation to bankers, BSP 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said the dra- 
matic rise in foreign inflows to the country 
given the country's improved economic fun- 
damentals has allowed a strong build-up in 
the country’s international reserves to an all- 
time high of $30.7 billion as of end-Septem- 
ber as well as the payment ahead of maturity 
of more $3 billion in debts since 2006. 

"This has also resulted in an appreciation of 
the peso, which in tum has helped to temper 
inflation,” Tetangco said. Doris C. Dumlao 


‘Hot 
money’ 
inflows 
surge to 
$3.4B 


THE PHILIPPINES 
was able to lure back 
$38.2 million in net 
inflows of foreign 
"hot money" into lo- 
cal stocks and bonds 
in September, a 
turnaround from the 
$2464 million in 
net outflows seen in 
August at the height 
of the global finan- 


17.21 $ 


2.4 billion shares worth P3.8 bil- e nM 
lion changed hands. (See stock market raport on Page B2) 

Gainers outnumbered losers 61 to 46, while 65 stocks were fat. 

"Some investors consider the current price levels as good entry 
points as they anticipate the index to test recent highs as soon as 
ext week,” said Lawrence de Leon at Accord Capital Equities. 

"There is more good news than bad news going around right now so 
overall sentiment remains positive. The market is also historically strong 
during the fourth quarter so we'll likely see more gains,” he said. 

The holiday-shortened week ended with the key Index posting a 
41.3-percent gain from last week. There will be no trading today due 
toa public holiday. 

Gomer Tan at Regina Capital Development Corp. said the key 
dex hovered around the 3,800-point level zs Investors continued to 
consolidate their positions after the recent rallies that brought the 
Index to a record high on Monday. 

"Any further run-ups in the absence of any consolidation could 
‘open up the market to even steeper declines later on,” added PCCI 
Securities president Francisco Liboro. 

He said confirmation of solld earnings growth and sustained 
economic expansion in the third quarter could fuel another major 
rally for the Philippine index past the 4,000-point level 

Most ofthe third-quarter earnings will come in between the last 
week of this month and the second week of November, while the 
GDP data for the third quarter will not be released untll Nov. 29. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co., the country's biggest 
company by market value, was down P45 at P3,090. 

Ayala Corp. finished P5 higher at P590, rebounding from a low of 
P570. Metrobank advanced P1 at P66.50. 

San Miguel Corp.'s A-shares fell 50 centavos to P61. The food 
and beverage group's B-shares retreated 50 centavos to P62. AFP 


cial market volatility 
caused by the US 
credit crunch. 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jr. 
yesterday reported 
that the rerum of for- 
eign portfolio money 
in September 
brought total net in- 
flows in the first nine 
months to $3.4 bil- 
lion, which was 24 
times better than the. 
$14 billion in the 
same period last year. 
"Factors which sig- 
nificantly influenced 
this — development 
were the easing of in- 
flation to 2.4 percent. 
in August (from 2.6 
percent in July), the 
cut in the US federal 
funds rate by a larg- 
erthan-expected 50 
basis points and the 
P13.9 billion govem- 
ment budget surplus 
HOTMONEY’B4 
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¿DA starts 
inew fisheries 
‘funding program 


By Amy R. Remo 


AGRICULTURE SECRETARY ARTHUR C. 

‘Yap recently signed a resolution creating 
7 the P47.3-million Fisheries Financing Pro- 
"gram, a new financing scheme for small 
7 'fisherfolk. 

The new credit scheme, provided under 

Resolution 31-02, will be implemented by 

‘the Department of Agriculture's Agricul- 
| tural Credit and Policy Council, with the 

$ support of the Bureau of Fisheries and 

Aquatic Resources, Land Bank of the 
Philippines and various private financing 
institutions. 

‘The DA said the FFP would be initially 
funded with P47.3 million from the ACPC's 
"Agro-Industry Modernization Credit and 
Financing Program. 

f The FFP targets provinces with poor fish- 
2 erfolk families, including Bulacan, Bataan, 
‘Sorsogon, Samar, Leyte and Zamboanga 
1 Sibugay. 
5 The DA said the FFP was “aimed at gen- 
Ferating more jobs and higher incomes for 
£ fishing households through an accessible 
fand sustainable credit scheme.” 
^ "This is DA-ACPC's response to the fish- 
3 ery sectors huge credit requirement and 
A the utter lack of financing facilities for the 
3 sector, particularly the poor and small fish- 
Yers," said the DA. 
3& The program will provide fisherfolk a 
complete range of interventions, including 
credit, institutional capacity building and 
F technical and marketing support. 
$ Acredie und will likewise be put up to be 
Fmanaged by LandBank and coursed 
1 through its conduits. 
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Lopez holding firm borrowing 
P12B to raise stake in Meralco 


FPHC also seeks to increase 


exposure in First 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FIRST PHILIPPINE HOLDINGS CORR 
(FPHC) of the Lopez Group is raising up to 
$270 million or about P12 billion in new 
debt to pursue its planned purchase of ad- 
ditional stakes in sister firm Manila Electric 
Co. FPHC is in the process of finalizing a 
dual tranche—or dollar and peso— floating 
rate note facility of at least $220 million or 
its peso equivalent, the company said in a 
disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change. 

BDO Capital will be the lead arranger of 
the facility. 

FPHC president Elpidio Ibañez said 
during the firm’s special stockholders’ 
meeting that the amount of debt that 
banks would support could reach $270 
million, while the minimum would be 
$220 million. 

In a disclosure, FPHC said proceeds 
of the float would be used to complete 
the purchase of additional stakes in 
Meralco, composed of the 9.1-percent 
held by Spanish utility firm Union 
Fenosa Internacional S.A. through 
First Philippine Union Fenosa and the 
6.6.-percent stake of Meralco Pension 
Fund. 

FPHC has a 17.7-percent stake in Mer- 


Gen, MNTC 


alco. The additional stakes would raise 
its total holdings in Meralco to 33.4 per- 
cent. 

FPHC is also interested in the govern- 
ments 28-percent stake in Meralco, 
which is being considered for privatiza- 
tion. 

“if we will vie for the government's 28 
percent, we may tie up with partners be- 
cause we do not need to get the whole 
thing,” Ibafiez said. 

On top of the additional borrowings, 
FPHC is expecting to generate PS billion 
within the first semester of 2008 from a 
planned preferred share offer. 

Yesterday, FPHC gained regulatory ap- 
proval to create P20 billion worth of pre- 
ferred shares, consisting of 200 mi 
shares at P100 apiece. 

Ibañez said proceeds from the preferred 
shares issue would be used to refinance 
debts and to raise its interests in Meralco, 
Manila North Tollways Corp. and First Gen- 
eration Corp. 

Ibafiez said FPHC was interested to par- 
ticipate in the operation and maintenance 
of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway pos- 
sibly with MNTC French partner Egis and 
Tollways Management Corp., the opera- 
tor of the North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEX). 


AMI projecting steady rise in chip exports 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AMI SEMICONDUCTORS PHILS. INC. EX- 
pects a steady increase in its chips produc- 
tion and exports as demand for its products 
continues to ris 

In a press briefing; AMI president and 
S managing director Dennis Ibarra said he 
‘Jiwas expecting the export receipts of the 
d company’s Laguna plant to hit $400 million 

Sy the end ofthe year. 

“This represents a 25-percent increase 
Tfrom the $320 million worth of products 
exported in 2006. 

4 The company designs and manufactures 
“silicon solutions” and integrated mixed- 
signal semiconductor products, while pro- 


Unlike any other. 


viding "mixed-signal foundry services" and 
structured digital products. 

Its main clients include the automotive, 
medical and industrial sectors. It manufac- 
tures exclusive chips for BMW for its on- 
board electronics, HP for its computer 
products and Raytheon for its cruise mis- 
siles. The company has a manufacturing 
and design facilities in the US, Belgium and 
the Philippines. 

Ibarra said exports would likely rise fur- 
ther in 2008 to as much as $550 million, or 
an increase of 37.5 percerit from the 2007 
target. 

The company recently completed a P1- 
billion expansion program for its manufac- 
turing facility in Calamba, Laguna. 


On top of this, Ibarra said the company 
had committed to further expand its facili- 
ties over the next two years, the aggregate 
cost of which would reach P3.5 billion. 

This expansion would also help boost the 
company's line which has already grown 
from less than 1,000 products in 2006 to 
over 2,000 products this year. 

Last year, Ibarra said the company sold 
an estimated 100 million integrated circuit 
chips and this was seen to increase to 175 
million this year and to 250 million next 
year. 

The company would also increase the 
floor area of its manufacturing facility to 
220,000 square feet next year from 
180,000 square feet. 
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Splash IPO OKd 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EX- 
change (PSE) has approved 
the application of personal 
care products manufacturer 
Splash Corp. to raise up to 
P2.5 billion via an initial pub- 
lic offering of up to 223.85 
million shares. 

The company said the 
shares to be offered account- 
ed for 30 percent of the com- 
pany’ total issued and out- 
Standing stocks after its listing 
on the first board of the PSE. 

Splash's offer price will be 
between P8.70 and P11.18 
each. 

Out of the total public of- 
fer, 188.85 million shares will 
be new shares and 35 million 
shares will be existing shares 
to be offered by Splash Hold- 
ings Inc, a 100-percent 
owned investment company 
of Splash Group founders 


Rolando Hortaleza and wife 
Rosalinda Ang-Hortaleza. 

Splash earlier secured SEC 
approval for its IPO. 

Splash senior vice presi- 
dent Noel Manucom said the 
listing would be held in 
November. 

“The IPO will fast-track the 
company's expansion of prod- 
uct lines as well as its planned 
brand acquisitions,” he said. 

SB Capital Investment 
Corp. and First Metro Invest- 
ment Corp. have been tapped 
as the lead underwriters for 
the planned listing. 

Established in — 1985, 
Splash has grown from a 
P12,000 backyard business 
into a P4-billion enterprise 
that has presence in more 
than 20 countries in Asia, 
Middle East and North Amer- 
ica. Elizabeth S. Lacson 


NFA buying to peak in Nov. 


‘THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHOR- 
ity said it expects to buy the bulk 
of this year’s palay produce only 
by November due to delays in 
planting caused by the prolonged 
dry spell. 

NFA Administrator Jessup P 
Navarro said the agency was 
targeting to buy 471,750 bags 
of palay this month, 812, 350 
bags in November and 325, 850 
bags in December. 

“We're optimistic the NFA will 
be able to meet its target of procur- 
ing two million bags before the 
end ofthis year" Navarro said. 

Navarro said NFA's palay pro- 
curement normally peaks in the 
fourth quarter. 

He said the agency would ag- 
gressively buy palay next 
month to beef up its inventory. 

Navarro said harvesting had al- 
ready started in some parts of the 
‘country, particularly in Western 


Visayas, Central Mindanao, Ca- 
gayan Valley and the Bicol regio 

While still relatively small in 
quantity he said palay harvests in. 
these regions proved sufficient to 
boost the agency's daily average 
palay procurement from 50 bags 
a day last month to 1,506 bags. 

Form-gate prices for palay aver- 
aged at P12.18 per kilo as against 
NEAS support price of only P10, 
plus additional incentives of P0.50 
akilo for clean and dry palay. 

Mobile procurement teams 
have been organized to aug- 
ment the stationary buying sta- 
tions in NFA's warehouses. 

These teams serve farmers in 
remote and far-flung areas who 
find it hard to deliver their pro- 
duce to the NFA. 

The agency currently has 297 
buying stations and mobile pro- 
curement teams naton- 

Amy Remo 
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DA sets up white shrimp hatcheries 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE HAS 
erem four hatcheries to breed and a% 

produce the Pacific white shrimp to revive e 

fic once robust local rp A. FABER CASTELL 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur C. Yap said G 
the fast-growing white shrimp, also known 
ba Peneaua vennana would EAFA carm- BALL PEN 1423 
ings of the shrimp industry 

Production, Yap said, was projected to 
reach four metric tons a hectare in these. 
new hatcheries. 

Malcolm Sarmiento, Director of the Bu- 
reau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, 
said the hatcheries were located in Bohol, 
Cebu, lloilo and Pangasinan. 

In the meantime, stakeholders in the 
shrimp sector are counting on the van- 
namei to revive the ailing industry and 
make shrimp more affordable for low-in- 
come Filipinos. 

The Philippines used to be the world’s 
third biggest shrimp producer. It slid to No. 
19 after being overtaken by the likes of 
Mexico, Brazil, Vietnam and Bangladesh. 

Amy Remo 
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Power SECTOR 
ASSETS & LIABILITIES 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


for the 
Procurement of Services of a Health Provider for the Annual Physical 
Examination (APE) for PSALM Corporation 


“The Power Sector Assets and Liabiities Management Corporation, through its 2007 Corporate 
Operating Budget intends to apply the total sum of SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (Php 
600,000.00) being the Approved Budget fcr the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract 
forthe Procurement of Services of a Health Provider for the APE for PSALM Corporation. Bids 
received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening 


The Power Sector Assets and Liabillies Management Corporation now invites Bids from eligible. 
Bidders forthe Procurement of Services of a Health Provider for the APE for PSALM Corporation. 
‘The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section Il of the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pass/fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A 
(IRR-A) of R.A. 9184, and is restricted to Filipino citizensisole proprietorships, organizations 
‘with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of 
the Philippines, and to citizens or organizations of a country the laws or regulations of which 
‘grant similar rights or privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to RA. 5183. Only Bids from 
Bidders who pass the eligibility check will be opened. The process for the eligibility check is 
described in Section Il of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The Bidder with the Lowest Calculated 
Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post-qualification stage in order to finally determine 
responsiveness of the bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract 
Shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was 
determined as such during the post-qualification procedure. Bids must cover all the items 
indicated in the Bidding Documents. 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information from Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corporation and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the address 
below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee in the amount of ONE THOUSAND PESOS only 
(PhP1,000.00). The method of payment wil be ether cash or check. The Bidding Documents 
Shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation will hold a Pre-Bid Conference 


open to all interested parties on 22 October 2007 at 10:00 AM at the 6" Floor, Bankmer Building, 
6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or before 05 November 
2007, 10:00 AM. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of cash, cashier's 
check, irrevocable leter of credit (1% of the ABC), Bank guarantee (1 4% of ABC) or Surety 
Bond (2 4% of tne ABC). Late Bids shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on 05 November 2007 at 10:15 AM at the 6^ floor, Bankmer Building, 6756, 
‘Ayala Avenue, Makati City. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives 
‘who choose to attend 


1. The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation reserves the right to 
accept or reject any Bid, to annul tne bidding process, and to reject ail Bids at any time prior 
to contract award, without thereby Incurring any liability to the affected Bidder or Bi 


Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation 
HELENA C. TOLENTINO 
Th Floor, Bankmer Building, 6756, Ayala Avenue, Makati Cty 
Tet (02)6405046 ; Fax: (02)8930699 
e-mail: hetolentino@psaim.gov.ph 
(Sod) HELENA C. TOLENTINO 


(9DI-0q. 1.2007) BAC Chairperson 
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Gaisano group acquires 
7% stake in Basic Energy 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson qum ed ethanol plant project in Gutalac, 
dora Raising funds Z5 dei erte targeted fot 
THE GAISANO FAMILY HAS AC- commercial production in the latter 
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quired at least 7-percent equity in 
publicly listed Basic Energy Corp., 
formerly Basic Petroleum Corp. 

Ina disclosure, DSG Sons Group 
Inc. of the Gaisano group has sub- 
scribed to a total of P35 million 
worth of shares in Basic Energy, 
representing 140 million shares at 
25 centavos, company compliance 
officer Angel Gahol said. 

The Gaisano group has been a 
longtime partner of Basic Energy, 
„Gahol said. 
` DSG (David S. Gaisano Jr) Sons 
‘Group Inc. is the Gaisano family's 
‘flagship firm, which owns and oper- 
‘ates big malls in Mindanao. 
| Basic Energy has applied with the 

ecurities and Exchange Commis- 

ion (SEC) for an increase in its cap- 

‘ital stock to P2.5 billion from P500 
million. 

Of the increase, P500 million 
‘consisting of 2 billion shares at 25 


*MOST GOVERNMENT OFFICES RE- 
quire applications, reports and other 
filings to be under oath or acknowl- 
edged before a notary public. 

This requirement is aimed at en- 
suring the accuracy and truthful- 
ness of the contents of those docu- 
ments. A falschood in a notarized 
document may give rise to criminal 
liability for the affiant or person 
who signed it. 

As part of the notarization process, 
the affiant has to present proof of his 
identity to the notary public. The 
salient details of that document are 
stated in the notarial certification. 

Up to 1990, the "cedula" or resi- 
dence certificate was used as the 
standard proof of identification 
This vestige of Spanish colonialism 
was replaced in 1991 by the Local 
Government Code with the commu- 
nity tax certificate (CTC). 

The CIC is issued by cities and 
municipalities upon payment of the 
community tax by persons 18 years 
old or over who have been regularly 
employed for at least 30 days dur- 
ing any calendar year, or are en- 
gaged in business. 

Considered a source of addition- 
al revenue, the CTC is available to 
interested parties, with hardly any 
questions asked, as long as the basic 
P5 tax is paid. 


Passport 

Section 163 of the Code requires 
the presentation of the CTC in, 
among others, the following acts: 
acknowledgment ofa document be- 
fore a notary public, taking the oath 
of office in a public office, and re- 
ceipt of money from public funds. 

The notary public or government. 


for power 
ventures 


centavos apiece have been sub- 
scribed by a number of individual 
investors as well investment houses. 
and stock brokers such as Unicapi- 
tal Inc. and PCCI Securities Brokers 
Corp. 

Unicapital and PCCI Securities 
each subscribed to 30 percent or 
P150 million worth of the increase 
in Basic Energy's authorized capital 
stock. 

Gahol said the increase in capital 
would be used for the company's 
ethanol and geothermal projects. 

Basic Energy is now in negotia- 
tions with the government on a 20- 
megawatt geothermal plant in 
Mabini, Batangas. 

Tealso plans to pur up an integrat- 


corporate 
ecurities 


members of diplomatic and con- 
sular missions, They are exempt 
from the payment of the communi- 
ty tax because of the temporary na- 
ture of their stay in the country. 

The “passport” approach in no- 
tarial certification seems to have 
‘caught up with alot of Filipino busi- 
nessmen who, except for occasional 
trips abroad, live year-round with 
their families in the Philippines. 

There is really no problem about 
these business executives getting a 
CIC. It’s usually available in the 
malls during the first two months of 
the year. Some local officials even 
make arrangements for their staff 
to go to the offices of private com- 
panies to issue the CTCs right at 
their premises. 

But if the reason for using the 
passport is its “snob appeal,” that's 
a different story. 


Notarial rules 

At first glance, the use of pass- 
ports appears to be at odds with the 
requirement on the presentation of 
the CTC for notarized documents. 

Itdoes, but not quite. 

‘The use of passports for notarial 
certification may be justified under 
the Rules on Notarial Practice (Ad- 
ministrative Matter No, 02-8-13) is- 
sued by the Supreme Court in 2004. 

Nowhere in the rules does itstate 


part of 2009. 

‘The plant is estimated to produce 
ethanol at 200,000 liters a day. 

Operation of the plant will posi- 
tion Basic Energy ahead of the man- 
dated blending of at least S-percent 
ethanol with motor vehicle gasoline 
by 2009. 

Basic Energy also aims to raise P2 
billion from an additional offering 
of shares early next year. 

BDO Capital and Investment 
Corp. was tapped as the company's 
financial adviser for the offer, which 
will raise funds for various projects 
in the exploration and development 
of energy resources including 
geothermal energy, wind and other 
alternative and renewable energy 
as well as mining ventures. 

Basic Energy has also been pre- 
qualified to bid for the govern- 
ments stake in PNOC-Energy De- 
velopment Corp. 


: Proof of identification 


the photograph and signature of 
the individual." 

If that document is not available, 
the identification may be done 
through another person known to 
the notary public and who person- 
ally knows the affiant. 

Obviously, a passport meets the re- 
quirements on competent evidence 
of identity, and so does the voters ID 
issued by the Comelec, the drivers li 
cense issued by the LTO, and mem- 
bership cards of GSIS and SSS. 

Tes the CTC that falls short of the 
criteria laid down by the tribunal. 


Conflict 

‘The requirement that the CTC 
should be presented when a docu- 
ment is to be notarized was provid- 
ed for by Congress in the exercise of 
its legislative authority. 

It was meant to strengthen the 
ability of local government units to 
raise revenues through the imposi- 
tion ofthe community tax. 

At the same time, however, the 
Supreme Court has the power to 
promulgate the rules on notarial 
identification as part of its power 
and responsibility to regulate the 
practice of law in the Philippines. 

The apparent conflict in the rules 
on notarial identification is more 
formal than substantial. Its the call 
of government office concerned on 
whether or not a notarized filing 
meets its requirements. 

At the end of the day, what mat- 
ters is the notary public has the op- 
portunity to determine the identity 
of the person whose signature he is 
supposed to certify. 

How the notary public arrives at 
that decision or what kind of proof 
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official who participates in any ofthe that the CTC should be presented he should demand is addressed to Su Pe tis in 
actions mentioned is obliged to de- by the affiant or required to be pre- his sound discretion. After all, he Sontrest Home Developers inc. 
‘mand the presentation ofthe CTC. sented by the notary public before a Will be held responsible if his certifi- Verris ce eicere 
In spite of this legal provision, document can be notarized. cation turns out to be defective. 
however, there is a going trend to Ifthe affiant is a stranger to the _ In my opinion, a notarial certifica- $$, 5 Shiatsu 
use passports as proof of identifica- notary public, the rules require him tion that uses a passport or any iden- 
tion in documents that are required to identify the affiant through tification card issued by a govem- p 
to be under oath or acknowledged “competent evidence of identity” ment agency with the photo and sig- 
before a notary public. which is defined as “at least one nature ofthe affiant is more credible. 
This arrangement is understand- current identification document is- (For feedback, please write to rpal- 
able for transient foreigners and sued by an official agency showing abrica@inquirer.com.ph) 


Peso inches closer to testing 43:$1 level «^ 


Credit watchdog Standard & long-delayed proposal to stream- upgrade in the actual rating in 12 to 
Poor's said on Wednesday that an line fiscal incentives. 24months. 
upgrade in the Philippine govern- S&P currently rates Philippine Teves vowed to push for the ra- 
ments credit outlook to “positive” sovereign debt at BB- or three tionalization of the government's 
would hinge on whether new tex- notches below investment grade fiscal incentive system, currently 
boosting measures could soon be with a “stable” outlook. A “positive” characterized by 146 laws and pro- 
passed in Congress, including a outlook indicates a possibility of an visions granting fiscal perks. 


‘Hot money’... rompssesi umaa 


a utter 1,207 be Daler Pen a 
The Ci red nares Deine Sts ee Sanaa Dee E S5 us Ho BE 
‘last Sept. 18 to avert an economic recession -Japan e -qup t Ma 
Eg —€— — 
‘that may be caused by rising delinquencies ET LTS see EH 
‘in the US subprime mortgage credit or 


26 Apex Ming Co inc A H 
20070 302522 AG 
housing loans given to borrowers with 


2s 
LIUM  — 565 dpa — "us 
blemished credit history and little equity. 

The reduction in interest rates made 
‘high-yielding assets in emerging markets 
‘like the Philippines more attractive to off- 
shore investors. r2 
1 But prior to the US Fed's rate cut, the Semana Ming Corp. 
‘country saw a net portfolio outflow in Au- 7 CR O 78 0.000110 cM 
‘gust for the first time this year. 2 

The national government's report of a : i 0.272353 
budget surplus for the third month in a row 1415000 
zin August also boosted market sentiment. K 4.001092 
2. Portfolio inflows, which mostly go to stocks ai I T 0133129 
listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange and 0-180034 
‘the Bureau of Treasury's fixed-rate treasury “India” — 0025556 — 11288. Er 

notes (FXTNs), are also referred to as "hot 0998 8500430 
z money" due to their volatile nature. ew Zeal =S 

“Investors also reacted positively to the Asian _Swede n 1,243,737 800 
‘Development Banks upgrading of its growth 
{forecast for the country" Tetangco said, Doris 
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By Ernesto M. Ordofiez 


LAST WEEK'S COMMENTARY ON 
“The Miracle of Malunggay,” elicit- 
ed a very large response through 
email. 

One was from Dr. Edwin Balbari- 
no (09285054224) whom we 
wrote about last Dec. 1, 2006. Cur- 
rently managing the Visayas State 
University, Isabel campus, Balbari- 
no advocates the use of vetiver, the 
miracle grass. Now, he is doing the 
same thing for malunggay. 

Balbarino makes an important 
point. Though malunggay (scientif- 
ic name: Moringa oleifera) is nutri- 
tious, it should also be made more 
delicious, thus in- 
creasing its accept- 
ability and com- eo 
mercial viability. 

He writes: "Here in Leyte, 
malunggay juice is extracted and 
mixed with lemonsito juice to pro- 
duce iced candies or cold drinks for 
children who normally do not like 
eating vegetables.” 

He intends to work with Rafael 
Espino (09282876644), director of 
the Department of Agriculture's 
high-value crops program on 
“malunggay production, processing 
and utilization research.” 

But the most common issue that 
came up in the deluge of email on 
malunggay was the one raised by 
Ruben Sanidad, who wrote: “TIl ap- 
preciate it if you can inform me of 
the health benefits of malunggay.” 


Health benefits 

‘The chart on this page is an excel- 
lent graphic representation of 
malunggay's health benefits. 

Also, according to Dr Lydia 
Marero of the Food and Nutrition 
Research Institute. (FNRD, "one 
hundred grams or 1 cup of cooked 
malunggay leaves contain 3.1 g 
protein, 0.6 g fiber, 96 mg calcium, 
29 mg phosphorus, 1.7 mg iron, 


Flying V 


COMMEN 


NTARY 


2,820 mg &-carotene, 0.07 mg thi- 
amin, 0.14 mg riboflavin, 1.1 mg 
niacin, and 53 mg ascorbic acid or 
vitamin C." 

Marero wrote in her article enti- 
ted “Malunggay Miracle Veg- 
etable,” that the malunggay leaves 
“are incomparable as a source of 
the sulfur-containing amino acids 
methionine and cystine, often the 
natural minerals humans lack.” 

“Due to its high vitamins A, C, 
and E, which are very potent an- 
tioxidants, malunggay is a very 
good quencher of unstable free rad- 
icals that can react with and dam- 
age molecules that cause aging," 
she added. “They also prevent the 
onset of various 
chronic — diseases 
like arthritis, can- 
cer, and heart and kidney diseases.” 

Tn addition to its antibitiotic and 
antifungal properties, there are 
many more health benefits from 
malunggay. On Sept. 14, the Inquir- 
ers Amy Remo reported: "A recent 
study conducted by experts at the 
Bureau of Plants Industry states 
that the fruit of the malunggay 
helped immensely to increase the 
sperm count of men who ate it." 


Breastfeeding women 

Breast milk is the best milk for 
our children. No expensive milk for- 
mula comes close as a substitute. 

Often, the problem of most wom- 
en is how to increase breast milk 
during the breastfeeding months. 

Malunggay leaves and pods can 
help the mother's health and pass 
on strength to the fetus or nursing 
child. One rounded soup (table) 
spoon of leaf powder will satisfy 
about 14% of the protein, 40% of 
the calcium, 23% of the iron and 
nearly all the vitamin A needs of a 
child aged one to three. 

Six rounded spoonfuls of leaf pow- 
der will satisfy nearly all of a woman's 
daily iron and calcium needs during 
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Malunggay’s medicinal magic 


times of pregnancy and breast-feed- 
ing (source: http://malunggay- 
herbtea.multiplycom/). 


National focal point 

However, despite its health bene- 
fits, a project involving the malung- 
gay plant reportedly failed to take 
off. 


At the weekly MAP-Agribusiness 
and Countryside Development Foun- 
dation meeting held on Oct. 9, 
malunggay was not accepted at the 
desired level because of its taste. This 
is where Barbarinos point of making 
malunggay more palatable comes in. 

To be successful, malunggay 
must be profitable. Taste is one of 
the key factors that should be ad- 
dressed to ensure widespread use 
and profitability. 

Other factors should likewise be 
identified and addressed by 
malunggay stakeholders to ensure 
that the health benefits of the plant 
reach the millions of Filipinos who 
need them. 

Though there are many focal 
points for malunggay in different 
areas, it is recommended that the 
DAs Biotechnology Program: 
Malunggay Bionet Biocommerce 
under Director Alice Ilaga 
(09178439538) must take the lead 
in coordinating efforts to promote 
and sell malunggay products. 

Details of the program are posted 
on its website—http://biotechfor- 
life.com.ph/malunggay_biocom- 
merce/. 

Only with a unified synergistic 
strategy, properly coordinated, can 
malunggay achieve its great poten- 
tial. 

(The author is chair of Agriwatch, 
former secretary for Presidential 
Flagship Programs and Projects, and 
former undersecretary for Agricul- 
ture, and Trade and Industry. For in- 
quiries and suggestions, email agri- 
watchphil&yahoo.com or telefax 
(02) 8522112). 
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The Power to Surprise” 


Your “One-day” has arrived. 
The “One-day” Executive Weekend 
at Premier Autoteck KIA. 


On October 12, 2007, Friday, 


Please be informed that after obtaining regulatory approval, THE 
PRAMERICA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, INC. has amended 
its corporate name and shall henceforth be known as the 

“MANULIFE CHINABANK LIFE ASSURANCE CORPORATION’. 


For inquiries, please call Ms. Joy Escobido at telephone 
number 884 5433 loc 5498 or e-mail us at 
admingmanulife-chinabank com ph. You may also write our 
Head Office at 


20fF, LKG Tower, 6801 Ayala Avenue 
Makati City, Metro Manila 1226 


Premier Autoteck KIA will show unique 
benefits across our range of brand new 
models and executive driven vehicles. 


shuns option 
to conduct 
maiden offer 


By Abigail L. Ho 


For more details, please call 706-0685 or 09209381012. 


Attention: Ms. Joy Escobido 
WHILE OTHER OIL COMPANIES ARE 
mulling over plans to go public in the 
near term, independent oil firm Flying V 
is taking its time, relying on internally 
generated cash to finance its planned ex- 
pansion. j 

Flying V chair and chief executive Ra- 
mon Villavicencio said it was "not timely 
at this point" for the company to conduct 
an initial public offering. 

“If you go public, you are sensitive to 
many outside forces, which may not be 
reflective of the viability of the company,” 
Villavicencio told reporters yesterday. 

“We would like to expand using our 
‘own internally generated resources, if we 
feel we are already qualified and capable 
to do an IPO, we will do so.” 

He said that, apart from the company's 
internally generated cash, funding for 
Flying V's planned expansion activities 
could also come from investors that had 
expressed interest in partnering with the 
oil firm for some of its projects. 

Right now, Villavicencio said the oil 
firm had no immediate plans to go public, 
and would concentrate instead on beef- 
ing up its operations. 

Flying V is now in the process of con- 
structing a 4.5-hectare depot in Sasa, 
Davao. 

The close to P1-billion investment re- 
quired for the project would be financed 
by internally generated cash. 

“That will be the international recei 
ing depot of Flying V, and the facilities 
will be all of international standard,” 
Villavicencio said. 

“It’s in deep water, with an internation- 
al pier,” he added, describing the project. 

The depot would be able to store up to 
60 million liters of fuel. 

Villavicencio said the depot would take 
10 months to complete. 

Construction already 
month. 

‘Once the depot is complete, he said, it 
would cater to the storage needs of Flying 
V, Total (Philippines) Corp. and other in- 
dependent oil firms. 

"When the tanks are there, internation- 
al docking will be one of our business ac- 
tivities,” Villavicencio said. 

“Mindanao is growing economically, 
with a lot of exports coming out of the re- 
gion. A lot of vessels dock there, especial- 
ly those in the business of bananas, iron 
ores and mining.” 

These could be the depor's other cus- 
tomers, he added. 


Please be guided accordingly. 
1 October 2007 


MANULIFE CHINABANK LIFE ASSURANCE CORPORATION 
(formerly THE PRAMERICA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, INC.) 


KIA LIBIS Silver City Automall, 
Fontera Verde Drive comer 
Jula Vargas Ave. Ortigas, Pasig cty 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST AND TO BID 


The BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS (BSP), trough its Bids and Awards 

Commitee (BAC), invites prospective consultanis to apply for eligibiity and 

Shortising endif found etgbie and short Seto, 1o bid for the Conduct of Consumer 

Epona Survey (CES) br be 1 Catar (rer - Mor) 2008, pr BSP 
Ferms of Reference 

The Approved Budget or the Contract (ABC) fr this consultancy services is 
P27 Mion. 

The scope ofthe work includes, among others, the conduct of one (1) quarter 
survey which would cover al 17 regions in ihe couriry including ARMM. posse 
Each major ares (NCR and outside NCR) shall ave a sample size of about 2.500 
households or a total of 5.000 samples nationwide. The Consultant's 
[esponsbilves shall nclude: a) survey design, b) conduct of survey (eg. Survey 
‘Gnumerelonidata colection. feld supervscn, field eding, and cal backs); and c) 
"ata encoding and processing as spectiod inthe Terms of Reference. 


The et of minimum eiit requirements is ndcated inthe Eiibilty Form. 
Eiibty of prospective consultants shall be checked using a 
“passfat crtena. Interested consultants musi meet the folowing cnlena- 
10 The prospective consultants must have a minimum of two (2) years 
experienco in ha conduct of nationwide surveys 
The prospective consultants must have a minimum of fve (5) computers that 
can be used for data encoding purposes. 
The fe consultants must have at least five (5) echnical staff each 
with atleast two (2) years experience in the conduct of surveys. The 
Permanent Survey Director Manager to be assigned to this project must be 
atleast a degree holder. 
The prospective consultants must have a bank deposit of atleast one milion 
pesos 
“The Bangko Sentral ng Pilpinas shall evaluate bids using the Quei Cost 
Based Approach procedure oun a wachted scoring system at emulanegusiy 
Considers boh he overall technical quality of the proposal andthe ance id (60- 
40). Tne crtana and raling system for he evaluation of bids shali be provided nthe 
Instuctons to Bidders. 


The complete schedule of activites for shortisting is isted, as fotows: 


October 23 - 28, 2007 
MEGATRADE HALL 2 
5th Level, Building B 
SM Megamall 


20 
30 


40 


‘Activities 
3. issuance of Exgbaty Requrements. 
2. Pre-id Conference 


3. Submssion/Opening of Eig 
Requremants 


Schedule 
Staring 15 October 2007, 
26 October 2007, 4:00 P.M. 
3 November 2007, 10:30 AM. 


started last 


The iet c eligbity requirements may be obtained from the BAC Secretariat 
upon submission ofa letter of Intent anc upon payment of a non-reundati lec of 
500.00. 
Bid documents wil be available only to short-listed bidders (top 5 shall be 
easier) upon paymant a  non-eundaie ee of P1580 10 e BSP 
hor 


The provisions of Republic Act No. 9184 and Its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations rete 1o he bidding and award o! contract shal apply. 

“The BSP reserves ha right to reject any and a bid proposals, or deciare he. 
bidding a sure. ar nol award 1e contact and makes no assurance tata contrect 
Shall be entered into as a resu of this invitation. Furhermoxe, BSP is not cbiged 
to compensatefindemniy the consultant Tor any expenses or loss that may be 
Faired ma preparadon of tk nor des qurain Du an award c cont 

mace. 


(Sgt) JUAN DE URIGA, IR 
poton 12.2007 xx 


——— € 
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CEBU PORT AUTHORITY 
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E 
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Testa 


AN INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY! 
APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Cebu Port Authority, North Reclamation Area, Cebu Cy, invites accredited 
add roe ocn pape ne bts ng oe og 


NAMEOFPROJECT : PROVISION OF RORO RAMP AND BACK-UP AREA 
'€ PORT OF DANAO 


Work: 
id Driva Test Pte (25 LM) 045x 0.45 R.C. Ple ec. 
PPN end Dower 0.45 x 0.48 RC. Piaf ex (0005s @ 14 days) 
BrO a vera! and Banor Pies (388 LM) 
hipping / Guling of Ple Buns 19 Cutoli Level, Disposal including 
Sanear oí Surice of Enising Wa or Reber Exposion and Connection 
1o New Stucturo 
Ey and sia Precast Siab (3.50009! 0 28 days) 
Ro and Febars or Seams, Curbs, Fenderwals and Second Layer Slab 
(eveogs) 
) Gopereting lor Beams, Curbs, Fender 
including Sipping of Forns (Vee cum) 
v) Supply end tal Stoel Fenders =9 pos: 
Classification: Sman B tor Ports and Harbor 
. Equipment Requirements: 
OST Tuck Mounted Crane 
2 uns Engine driven Welding Machine (200 Amp.) 
2 unis Cung Out 
Tini ese Hammer (K = 38/09) 
{ tnt Drep Hammar CT cap) 
1 unn Bar Cuter 
nt Graver Truck Crane (357) 
2unts Concrete Vbrator 
$ unit Bargo Mounted Crane (45T) 
1 unit Tug Boat (850 Ho} 
1 unit Feeder Grane 351) 
Junt Afeompresso (bein) wih 2eckammers 
2 units Concrete Guner 
$ unns? Cane 
1 unt Pat Trux (or haing) 
Tunt Concrete Sereder 
Tunt Decre Benang Machina 
1 unit Boom Truck. E 
D. Approved Budget forthe Contrect(ABC) :7,199,180.11 
+ CPA Corporate Fund 


: Ps00.00 


and Second Layer Stab; 


iy Statement 
re-quallfication 
ity Statement 
sino for Submission of duly 
‘accomplished Pre-qualiication 
Gr Eligibility Statement + October 26,2007 
Prospective bidders shall submit 1o the BAC Chairman of this office their duly 
accomplished Pre-qualficaion or Eng Statements in HARDYBOOK-BOUND 
form, Pre-qualcatón or Eligbilly Statements submited other han Hard/Book- 
Bouna form shall not be accepted. 


Bid securtlos in tne form of surety ond, Callable on Demand, canbe secured trom 
the GSIS or other private insurance & surety companies duly accredited by the tice 
‘ofthe insurance Commission. 

Prospective bidders shal submit the necessary documents or evidence to prove 
‘ownership of equipment andthe duly notarized lease contrac indicating he brand, 
Serial number, capacity, and present location of equipment being leased. 
Prospective bidders aro required to present na original copy of Contractors License! 
Cortficalo of Renewal and IAC Classification and Registration for verification 
‘authentication elore Pre-quaifieaton or Eighty Statement shal be issued. 

All particulars relative to pre-qualiication, bidding, evaluation of bids, and awards 
f contracts shali be governed by the provisions of R.A. 9184, and other rues and 
‘ogulalons as may be applicati. 

CPA reserves tha right to reject any or ali bids, to waive any lormaltydatect herein, 
and io accept such Bd as may be deemed most advantageous othe goverment. 


MARIO O.TAN 
wa BAC Chairman. 
Noted by: 


(Sod) ANGELO C. VERDAN 
General Manager 
(PO-Oct 12.2007) 


+ October 15-19, 2007 
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ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818761964371 
09213497170 


REPUBLIC OF 
THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 


NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given that Swedish XQ's 
Philippines, Inc., is applying for registration 
with the Board of investments (BOI) as Export 
Producer of Oral Snus (Tobacco and Nicotine- 
Free) on a Non-Ploneer Status with capacity 
‘of 843,750 Canisters Per Year and with 
projectplant site located at 4in Street, Carmen 
Vilage, Talisay City, Cebu. 
Any person wit valid objections on the above- 
‘mentioned project may fe hiser objection in 
‘writing, under oath, with the BOI within three 
(3) days from the date of this publication. 

(Sod. RUDY B. CARA 
Director 
Project Evaluation and Registration 
Department 
(POI October 12,2007) 
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Pag-IBIG Fund 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


. The Pag-IBIG Fund, Cagayan de Oro Branch, through the 
Corporate Budget for the contract approved by the governing 
Board, intends to apply the sum of Two Million Two Hundred 
Sixteen Thousand Pesos (P2,216,000.00) being the 
Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) on the Provision of 
‘Security Services for Year 2008. Bids received in excess of 
the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund now invites Bids from eligible Bidders 
for the Provision of Security Services for Year 2008. Delivery 
of the goods is required for the period January 1, 2008 to 
December 31, 2008. 


A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased 
by interested Bidders from the address below and upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount of Two 
‘Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P2,500.00) in form of cash. 
The Bidding Documents shall be received personally by 
the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund, Cagayan de Oro Branch, will hold a 
Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 
October 24, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the 
address below on or before November 6, 2007. All Bids 
must be accompanied by a Bid Security in the form indicated 
in the Terms of Reference. 


.. Bid opening shall be on November 6, 2007 at 2:00 PM. 
Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 


. The Pag-IBIG Fund, Cagayan de Oro Branch reserves the 
right to accept or reject any Bid, annul the bidding process, 
and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, 
without hereby incurring any liability to the affected Bidder 
or Bidders. 


(Sgd.) FERMIN A. STA. TERESA, JR. 
BAC Chairman 


Cagayan de Oro Branch 
Pag-IBIG Fund Bldg., J.R. Borja St., 
Cagayan de Oro City 
Tel. fs 722800 / 726348 / 856-1861 / 856-1862 
Fax 726487 
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
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Teoma Dor M 
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NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S. 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
Notes s heres given mat me lotowog comparsesemoioyers have ted wih 1s 
agorai Oftceapieatons or Aen Empyman Permis 
Nome and Address None of Foreign 
E-———- Breite 
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‘On his 36th Death Anniversary and 100th Birth Anniversary 


In Loving Memory of 


FISCAL MARCOS 
VALENTIN, JR. 


(September 21, 1907 - October 13, 1971) 
of Cavite City and Ermita, Manita 
(Cavite National High School Cass of 1926. 
‘UP College of Law Class of 1932 


‘The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered 
a the following churches on Saturday, October 13, 2007: 


San Roque Parish Church, Cavite Chy 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Tagaytay Cty 

Our Lady of Hope Church, Pag-asa, Quezon City 

Su. Cruz Church, Mani 

‘Nees Sefora de Guia Parish, Ermia, Manila 

Basilica Minore de Quiapo, Manila 

SL Parick's Catholic Church, San Francisco, California 

S John tbe Baptist Church, Milpitas, California 

His loving widow, LUZ PEÑA VALENTIN; 

Children: Lala, Rosa (1) and Ramon (1) Seva, Josefina and Artemio del 
‘Rosario, Gigi and Dale Doyle, Rodolfo and Lydia Sevilla, and Roberto; 

Graxchie: Mark and Amy Seva, Neen nd Martha Seva, Miriam. and Vikid 
‘and Doug Lucas; Luz and Boyette Rimban, Joart and Joel Fernandez. 
Rowena and Conrad Tun. Mark and Caroline dl Rosario; Len Dope and 
Edward Mark and Leslee Doyle: Nepheline a Joe! Calix, zd Mark (1) 
sd Hazel Valentin: pat gandehildes and oer relatives 4 
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PSALM- Health Provider . Es 
PSALM- Scanners and Hard Disk . 
PSALM- E-Document 
RSG-Honeycomb . 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas ... 
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NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
Notice is hereby given that 
ENTREX, INC. has tes dissolved. 
If you have any valid claims against 


said company, please contact (Rizza 
B. Blanco at tat No. (5269443). 


(POI - October 4 28,2007) 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that Liberty 
Aviation Corporation has been 
dissolved. If you have any valid claims 
against said company, please contact 
(Rizza B. Blanco) at Tel. No. (5269443). 


(PDI-- October 4 - 24, 2007) 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


) National Capital Region 
Ax DY int! Bldg. 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar SL, Malate, Manila 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
‘Company/Employer 


Name of 
Foreign National 
Citizenship 


Position 


PUN JAB LENDING LTD. COMPANY Gulzar Singh 
391P. Rizal St, Meale Homes, Indan 
Lamuan, Markina Cay 


Assistant Manager 


PUN JAB LENDING LTD. COMPANY 
391.P. Aizal SL. Meario Homes, 
Laman, Marikina Cty 


mii Singh Sohal 
indan 


Manager 


CHINA NICKEL MINING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
Suite 212 State Condo. IV Big, 
Onigas Ave. Gentil, 

San Juan Ciy 


Werjun Song 
Chinese 


CHINA NICKEL MINING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
Sute 212 Siate Condo. N Big. 
‘Onigas Ave., Greenhils, 

San Juan Ciy 


IFAFA TECH, INC. 
‘34 PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave. 
cor Rufino St, Makati City 


aril Hendry Smith Consultant 


Brüsh 


TES PHILIPPINES INC. 
clo Sumitomo Corp. EDSA MAT 3 
Depot, Noch Ave. EDSA, Quezon Cy 


Makoto Awakihara 
Japanese 


STEEL PENCIL PHILIPPINES 
LTD, INC. 

ZF 388 Bid, 79 Kamuning Rd., 
Quezon Ciy 


Russell Jay Neal 
New Zealand 


Resident Manager 


STEEL PENCIL PHILIPPINES 
LTD. INC. 
2IF 388 Bip, 79 Kamuning Rd., 
Quezon Ciy 


Linda Catherine Craw Branch Office 
New Zealand 


MANILA INTERNATIONAL 
FREIGHT FORWARDERS, INC. 

Unt C, Oyster Plaza, 

Dr. A Santos Ave. cor. Kabihasnan a, 
San Dionisio, Parahaque City 


FEDERATION OF FILIPINO. 
CHINESE CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE & INDUSTRY INC. 


ST. GILES HOTEL (MANILA), INC. 
SF Sage House, 110 V.A. Ruino St, 
Legaspi Vil, Makati Cty 


Vice President- 
Project Development 


RECYCLEMASTER TRADER INC. 
Km. 18 Sabrina Compound, 
West Service Rd, Parañaque Ciy 


Marketing Consultant 


PREM & FRIENDS LENDING 
INVESTOR CO. 

153S. Rivera SL, Sia Quiteria, 
Baesa Rd, Baesa, Caloocan Ciy 


Marketing Manager 


Yat KK INC. 
213 Mie Long Bldg. 
Amorsolo St, Makati Gily 


Jong Soo Kim 


General Manager 
Korean 


KM KOKINC. 
U-213 Mie Long Bi 
Amorsolo St, Makati Giy 


dao Hyun Seo 
Korean 


Senior Project Engineer 


Kui KJKINC.. 
U213 Mäe Long Bldg., 
Amorsolo St, Makati Giy 


daeheungChung Cil Engineer 
Korean 


MANILA TARGET 
SHOOTING RANGE, INC. 
8001 Financial Cu., 
Roas Blvd. Pasay City 


Heetae Jung 


Chiel Operating Offcer 
Korean 


IPEKA-ENGLISH 
LEARNING CENTER INC. 
9 Don Ramon SL, Talayan, 
Quezon Cry 


Seckho Yi 
Korean 


PNEKMPG INC. 
3AF Rafles Corporate Cond., 
Emerald Ave, Ortigas Cr, 
Pasig City 


PAYMENT PROCESSING 
CORPORATION 

SF IBM Plaza, Eastwood Cly, 
Oyberpark, E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Avo, Quezon Ciy 


If you have any information/objection to the above mentioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


Nathanial Richmond 
Kinsale 
American 


Chiel Executive 
Otic! 
Chairman ofthe 
Board 


Soren Rabenstein 


Product Manager 
German 


OIC Reghpa|fector 


(PDL- October 12,2007) 


Francis B. Trillana, Jr. 


Chairman, The Doughnut People Inc. (Go Nuts Donuts) 
Chairman, Lowe Inc. 


BoP 


Loving husband, devoted father, doting grandfather, 
loyal friend, generous soul, inspiring mentor, fearless entrepreneur, 
passionate adman and avid horseman 
passed away on October 10, 2007 at the age of 64. 


He lived bravely and dealt fairly. 


We, his wife Sonjie, children Mike & Kate, Tina & Cary, 
grandchildren Celine & Chessie, 
together with his siblings and in-laws 
request the reader to pray for the repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Capilla de Francisco, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, 
Mckinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


The funeral mass will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2007, 
9:30AM, Main Chapel of Santuario de San Antonio. 
Cremation to follow at Manila Memorial Park. 
Interment will be at Santuario de San Antonio Crypt. 


Francis B. Trillana, Jr. 


Chairman, Lowe Inc. 


Peacefully joined his Creator on October 10, 2007. 


He was 64 years old. 


We, his family at Lowe, grieve the passing of the proud light that led us. 
And yet we rejoice at the life he explored so freely; 
we are grateful for the trails he left us to follow; 
the stringent standards he always challenged us to uphold; 
the kindness that would warm a weary heart; 
the sense of humor that emboldened the spirit . 
We pray with faith for his eternal peace. 


And we shall remember him always. 
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Debate rages as Jpepa stirs up a hornet's nest 


By Amy R. Remo 
and Ronnel W. Domingo 


AS THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
and Industry organized a Tokyo ex- 
hibit of products from small Philip- 
pine towns, various groups around 
the country have come out with guns 
blazing, claiming that the proposed 
Japan-Philippines Economic Partner- 
ship Agreement will only harm farm- 
ers in the countryside. 

In separate statements, independent 
think tank Ibon Foundation Inc. and 
the militant Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas said small farmers are “un- 


Proponents declare it a boon, critics continue to slam it 


likely to benefit from an agri export 


boost under Jpepa.” 


The real “gainers,” according to 
KMR will be “foreign transnational 
companies based in the Philippines 


and their domestic partners.” 


Ibon research head Sonny Africa 
pointed out that “food exports are ac- 


tually only a small and diminishin 


share of total Philippine exports to 
Japan, accounting for just 7.4 percent 


of total exports from 2001 to 2006." 
“While food exports potentially hav 


high local content and significant link- 
ages to the local economy, grassroots 
farmers are unlikely to benefit," said 
KMP chair Rafael Mariano. 

The two groups explained that, due 
to backward production methods, 
“most local farms are not in a position 
to access the Japanese market, since 
their produce may not ... meet strict 
Japanese phytosanitary and other 
quality standards.” 

Mariano added that Philippine agri- 
culture is grossly inequitable, with cor- 


g 


e 


porate agri-business cornering the 
benefits from production, at the ex- 
pense of farmers and fisherfolk. 

"Even in the case of any farms actu- 
ally in a position to take advantage of 
the Japanese market, the gains will not 
really be going to the poorest peas- 
ants,” Mariano said. 

Africa also said that if the Senate 
would ratify the Jpepa, “it would be 
responsible for opening the coun- 
try's agriculture resources to the ex- 
ploitation by Japanese and other 


foreign corporations.” 

Already, the government is under- 
taking activities to drum up exports to 
Japan in anticipation of the implemen- 
tation of the Jpepa. 

Funded through the DTT's One-Town 
One-Product project, the one-country 
show in Tokyo was held from Aug. 29 
to Sept. 5 at the exhibition hall of the 
Asean Japan Center in Tokyo's Ginza 
district. 

Last week, trade officials said the 
Jpepa could ease the inflow of some 
P365 billion in additional investments 
and contribute an additional $720 mil- 
lion in export revenue. 


The Home 
Depot Group 
Opens Home 

Interior 

Superstore 


Innovative retail 
concept offers one- 
stop solution for 
home interior 
furnishings 


After its successful launch of Manila 
Bay Home Depot, the Home Depot Group 
launches another innovative retail con- 
cept. The Home Interior Superstore is a 
store-in-store and one stop shop furniture 
haven owned and operated by Manila's 
fastest growing chain of home centers. 
The first two Home Interior Superstores 
are located at the mezzanine floors of Or- 
tigas Home Depot along Julia Vargas Av- 
enue and Manila Bay Home Depot along 
Macapagal Boulevard. 

The Home Interior Superstore houses 
a wide variety of furniture designs and 
themes to suit every lifestyle. Aside from 
ready made furniture for sale off-the-floor, 
made to order furniture is also available for 
the most discerning customers. A plethora 
of home décor and accessories offers fur- 
niture buyers matching pieces to comple- 
ment their furniture showcase. The 
sprawling furniture center is targeting 
home owners who are currently building 
their homes or doing renovation projects. 

In Ortigas Home Depot, other specialty 
furniture shops are also located on its mez- 
zanine floor. Among them are Blims Fine 
Furniture, Contempo Designs, INDEX Fur- 
niture, Interior Design Options (IDO) and 
Victoria Mondiale. Ortigas Home Depot 
has become one of the largest furniture re- 
tail hubs in Metro Manila. With a wide range 
of styles and themes, the combined retail 
floor area is in excess of 5,000 square me- 
ters, making it one of the largest furniture 
hubs in the Metro. 

Manila Bay Home Depot, the fourth in- 
staliment of the Home Depot Groups 
growing chain of home center has its 
Home Interior Superstore similarly locat- 
ed at the mezzanine floor. Two escalators 
lead customers to a wide array of modern, 
classic and contemporary furniture and 
home décor. With Macapagal Boulevard 
now the hub of several mushrooming retail 
and commercial developments, the area 
has become a magnet of commerce for 
large and medium sized developers in the 
once tranquil reclamation area. 

The Home Interior Superstore is just 
one of several retail concepts introduced 
to the home owners and builders market. 
Also recently introduced was its Loyalty 
Card Program for frequent buyers. Now, 
customers can accumulate points for re- 
wards in all its outlets in Alabang-West- 
gate, Baliuag, Manila Bay and Ortigas 
"Town Center just by dropping by its Cus- 
tomer Sales Service counter and apply for 
a loyalty card. The loyalty card is available 
to individuals or business (corporate/insti- 
tutional) members. Unlike other loyalty or 
frequent shopper's cards, the points are 
accumulated ali throughout the lifetime of 
the card and it does not reset back to zero 
every time there is a redemption of loyalty 
rewards and prizes. 

‘Another innovative program is the 
HOME PRICE GUARANTEE Program, as- 
suring its customers that they can avail of 
the most competitive prices in the market or 
the customer can claim a refund on the 
price difference. With several more outlets 
targeted to be opened in the near future, a 
new Home Depot is slated to be opened in 
San Fernando, Pampanga next year. 
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TDofa Julia Vargas A: 

Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City 

Tel. Nos.: 683.0823; 683.0826 
636.0772; 636.0773; 636.7454 

Fax No. 683.0824 

WESTGATE ALABANG HOME DEPOT 
{ot 103-117 Alabang-Zapote Road cor. Filinvest Ave. 
Westgate Alabang, Muntinlupa City 

Tel. Nos.: 771.1627 to 29 

Fax No. 771.1626 

BALIUAG HOME DEPOT 

DRT Highway, Broy. Tarcan, Baliaug, Bulacan 

Tel. Nos. (044) 766.7957; 

(02) 299.8269 

MANILA BAY HOME DEPOT 

Macapagal Bivd, comer Sen. Gil Puyat Ave, Ext., Pasay City 
Tel. Nos. 833.5456; 833.5768 
618.5105; 556.1471; 556.1464 

Fax No. 556.1468 


"1 © fom Interior su perstore 
manila bay « ortigas 
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Per DTI-NCR Permit No.3443 Series of 2007. 
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Business Features Editor 
Margie Quimpo-Espino 


Virtual lifestyle 
club, anyone? ; 


Members will get access to high-e 


brands and special rates for services 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


THE GROUP BEHIND THE SUCCESSFUL 
Chateau Group is launching a new ven- 
ture—a virtual lifestyle club. 

The concept is totally new in, and even 
outside, the Philippines. 

“Clubs are usually built out of physical sites 
and offered based on its facilities,” says Ricky 
Gutierrez, mover of the restaurants Chateau 
1771, Sentro and Portico and the Hotel Pon- 
teFino in Batangas. 

Gutierrez says the virtual lifestyle club con- 
cept entails offering access to places and dis- 
counts on products one usually cannot have 
unless hes a member of these establish- 
ments. 

“Brands are always looking for new mar- 
ets. And markets are always looking for 
good values, so we married the two," he says. 
* The results is TREi, or Total Recreational 
Experience Inc, a lifestyle club that is aimed 
at providing its members access to high-end 
brands and preferential rates on hotels and 
yesorts, airlines, restaurants, business centers, 
healthcare, car rentals and shopping 

Although the initial plan was to have no 
physical place for its members, Gutierrez says 
they already set up a TREi club inside Hotel 
PonteFino to cater to some members’ needs. 
Plans are also afoot to build one in Metro 
Manila. 


Venue for brands 

The rationale for the club is to provide 
brands a venue to increase their markets 
without spending on marketing. What they 
‘save on marketing they pass on to TREi mem- 
bers as discounts or special rates. In return, 
TREi markets the brands as part of the club's 
offerings. 

Gutierrez says members will be given the 
opportunity to avail of exclusive services or 
facilities that they cannot yet afford such as 
playing in golf courses they are not members 
of or driving a BMW or working in a business 
center. 

He says they are targeting young and up- 
wardly mobile individuals as well as startup. 
businesses for members. The target is to have 
10,000 members in three years. 

Membership fees are P100,000 for individ- 
uals, P180,000 for family membership and 
270,000 for corporate membership. Month- 
ly membership dues range from P1,000 for 
individual members to P3,000 for corporate 
inembers. 


No-resale policy 

Unlike traditional club shares however, 
which can be resold, TREi has a no-resale pol- 
icy which means one cannot unload his club 
membership. 

And unlike other clubs, the share price of 
which can go up or down, TREi members 
simply hold on to their shares. The holding 
period for members is 25 years. 

The reason for this, according to Pam Davi- 
la-Pascual, TREI's chief operating officer, is 
the intent of the club for the members to use 
and take advantage of the privileges and the 
benefits that go with it and not buy it as an in- 
vestment the way clubs are traditionally 
structured. 

They are particularly proud about the 
club's concierge service which already has 
links abroad. Under this service, for instance, 
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SFT TREY OST 


RICKY Gutierrez (right, foreground) with his partners in TRE. 


Bank on high quality meats. 


Invest in a Monterey Meatshop and be a part of our growing fa 


Investment Requirements 

Estimated Initial Investment - P 2.7M Approx 
Franchise Fee *- P 224,000 

Construction - P 600000 

Equipment and other supplies -P 1,700,000 
Rent {with deposits) - P 140,000 
Merchandising Materials - P 20,000 

ROI - within 2 to 2.5 years 


*Franchise Fee - P 200,000 + 12% RVAT 
Royalty Fee - 2% of monthly purchase 
Advertising Fee - 1% of monthly purchase 


Area Requirement: 
Approximately 80 square meters 
with a frontage of at least 5-meters. 


Interested parties may reach: 
MEATSHOP DEVELOPMENT. 

Sales and Franchising Department 
Monterey Foods Corporation 

37^ Floor, JMT Corporate Condominium 
‘ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Tel. Nos. 702-5569 

Fax No. 914-8750 


shops are available in 
as and Mindanao. 
(632) 633-MEAT (6328). 
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By Willy Arcilla 
Contributor 


PHILIP KOTLER, RENOWNED AS 
the Father of Modern Marketing, in- 
troduced the concept of the Market- 
ing Mix, composed of the legenda 
4 P's, namely Product, Price, Promo- 
tions and Place. 

‘Over the years and around the 
globe, this model has become ä staple 
among practitioners as it provided a 
framework for formulating market: 
ing plans that was universally appli- 
cable across products and services in 
a wide spectrum of industries 

In recent years, two other P's have 
surfaced as part of a Marketing Man- 
ager’s winning bundle. These are 
Packaging and Publicity. 

Packaging has risen to promi- 
nence as marketers realized the val- 
ue it provided beyond its functional 
utility. Indeed, packaging can be ar- 


6 P's of the Marketing Man 


ied to be the most important form 
of advertising because it is what con- 
sumers see on the shelf, pick up and 
read. It is what they touch and feel. 
tis what consumers compare versus 
competitive offerings; what she 
brings home; stores and disposes or 
recycles. 

Publicity on the other hand, has al- 

grown in significance. 

mers became 
cal of traditional adverts 
which tended to overpromise on ben- 
efits, but underdeliver on perfor- 
mance. 

As a consequence, public relations 
campaigns consisting of press con- 
ferences, press releases, advertorials 
or infomercials have been mounted 
to lend stronger credibility to the 
claims of marketers and advertisers. 

Now that we have the 6 P’s of the 
Marketing Mix, Iwould now venture 
a different set of P's. These are what 


I would call the 6 P's of the Market- 
ing Man. 

The first is Professionalism. A 
Marketing Man must be a Specialist, 
an Expert and an Authority in what- 
ever he or she markets and sells. At 
the same time, he or she must be eth- 
ical. 

The second is Passion. Nothing 
great was ever achieved without en- 
ergy and enthusiasm. A Marketing 
Man must have passion not only in 

rand, but indeed, in his profes- 
sion. 

The third is Perseverance. A Mar- 
keting Man must remain positive at 
all times, specially in the face of 
challenges and adversity because 
only the Optimists win in this world. 
The Marketing Man welcomes, ifnot 
delights, in turning crises into op- 
portunities. For the enterprising Chi- 
nese, "crisis" and "opportunity" are 
represented by the same character. 
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"While the whole world weeps over 
a global tragedy, the tissue-maker 
sleeps soundly.” 
The fourth is possessing Problem- 
. The Marketing Man 
seeks creative solutions to various 
business problems, not just in mar- 
keting, but in advertising, media, 
sales, distribution, R&D (research 
and development), manufacturing, 
logistics, finance, and HR (human 
resources), and even offers creative 
lutions to problems besetting 
one's partners. 
is being Participative and 
ented based on the real- 
ization that no one is as good indi- 
vidually as he or she is good collec- 
tively as a member of a high-perfor- 
mance team. 
nally, the Marketing Man must 
be Persuasive by exuding confidence 
in all forms of communica- 
tion—written, oral and yes, visual. 
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dable medicines? Try The Generics Pharmacy 


EXPENSIVE MEDICINES GIVE 
headache to many people today. This 
has led former Sen. and Health Secre- 
tary Juan Flavier to create that en- 
dearing slogan “Bawal magkasakit” 
(Never get sick) as a stark reminder 
on the cost of drugs and medicines. 

In recent years, however, there have 
been attempts to convince the publicto 
buy generic drugs because they cost 
less than branded medicines. One of 
those selling affordable medicines is 
‘The Generics Pharmacy. 

The Generics Pharmacy was 
tually set up in 2001, but its begin- 
nings can be traced back to 1959 
when a group of Filipino en- 
trepreneurs took over the reins of a 
registered company that has been 
importing and wholesaling phar- 
 maceutical products. 

In 1989, with the prices of medi- 
cal and pharmaceutical products 
soaring, the company decided to sell 
generic drugs to help less privileged 


Filipinos avail cheap medicines. 

Benjamin Liuson, one of the en- 
trepreneurs and now the president 
of the company, said they first sold 
the generic brands wholesale to 
government hospitals. 

But when stocks from these hospi- 
tals ran out, doctors would advise pa- 
tients to go to the company's head of- 
fice in Quezon Avenue. “Of course we 
couldn't give them any medicines be- 
cause our operations only sold 
‘wholesale to hospitals,” Liuson said. 

So in 2001, the company 
launched retail pharmacy opera- 
tions by setting up The Generics 
Pharmacy. It has since become a 
successful venture hinged largely 
on the efficacy of generic drugs and 
their significantly lower prices. 

Liuson said generic drugs are 
Cheaper because they have been 
manufactured without the same de- 
velopment costs that new branded 
drugs entail. 


And to provide more Filipinos 
with affordable medicines, Liuson 
said they have decided to share the 
business with entrepreneurs who 
share the company's vision of chari- 
table service. 

For as little as P300,000, an indi- 
vidual or an institution can set up a 
Generics Pharmacy outlet that will 
make medicines within reach of the 
public. 

Its commitment to serve is fur- 
ther bolstered by a friendly service. 
The Generics Pharmacy is the only 
pharmacy that gives the 20 percent 
discount to senior citizens even 
without the booklet. “As long as 
they have the prescription, we will 
ask no questions,” Liuson said. 

Tt also conducts regular doctor-pa- 
tient consultations absolutely free of 
charge. At present, free consultations 
are conducted in three locations: at the 
‘St. Francis Square, Ortigas Center, Taft, 
Pasay and Ever Gotesco, Malabon. 


Nielsen survey: Pinoys prefer 
‘tried-and-tested’ treatments 


FILIPINOS HAVE ALWAYS 
depended on the “tried and 
tested” formula. From an 
aunt's secret “tinola” recipe, 
to grandma's soup, they tend 
torely on stuff that has 
“withstood the test of time.” 
Soit was not a big surprise 
when a recent Nielsen survey 
showed that when Filipinos 
get ill, hey tend to use medi- 
cations that have been used 
by the family for years, those 
recommended by a doctor or 
pharmacist, or brands seen 
orheard in advertisements 
Headaches, colds and 
cough are common com- 


plaints among Filipinos, ac- 
cording to the survey, and 
most often, use medications 
that are already available in 
their homes. An entire house- 
hold uses the same medicine 
for illnesses due to strong 
loyalty to brands that are 
“tried and tested.” 

Many believe thata tried 
and tested medicine that was 
effective for one will have the 
same effect on the other. 

Use of herbal medications 
is also quite popular among 
Filipinos, especially those liv- 
ing inthe province. Princess 
Daisy C. Ominga 


You've worked hard. You've strived hard to reach your 


Makati 
Medical 


goals and are setting new ones. You shine brighter each day. Hospital 


You deserve something : stellar. You deserve The Beacon. 

Find out what being a star ís.all about-at The Beacon. 
Ideally located on Don Chino Roces Avenue cor Arnaiz Avenue, 
this is the Makati address you've been looking for. The world 
revolves around you as the Makati Central Business District, 
premier commercial centers, hospitals, schools, and churches 


are all steps away. Complete with full-sized resort amenities, 


special services, tight security, and expertise from Geo-Estate, 


CHINO ROCES (Pasong Tamo) 


you'll feel right at home with the star treatment. 

Best of all, now, being a star is within your reach. 
Here, you can finally enjoy the perks and privileges of living like 
a star in a prime address. Prices are so friendly to your pocket, 


that coming home to The Beacon is like a walk in the park. 


E mem 


Showroom location : Don Chino Roces corner A.Arnaiz Avenues, San Lorenzo, Makati City 
Geo-Estate Tel. 856-5656 / 856-2830 + sales@geoestate.com.ph 
Authorized to sell by HLURB 
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"Business influentials pick 
Web over TV for trusted news 


HONG KONG—AN ANNUAL STUDY OF 
regional business stakeholders shows that 
‘web-based media have overtaken television 
as a first source of trusted news and infor- 
mation about business. Web-based media 
now trail only newspapers in the study. 

‘The Asia-Pacific Edelman study, released 
recently, and part of global public relations 
firm Edelman's annual Asia Pacific Stake- 
holder Study conducted by Harris Interac- 
tive Inc, examines the opinions of 1,050 
business stakeholders in Japan, Korea, Chi- 
ma, Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and Australia. 

Edelman is the world's largest indepen- 
dent public relations firm, with 3,000 em- 
ployees in 48 offices worldwide. This latest 
survey was its fifth annual Asia Pacific Stake- 
holder Research study conducted in partner- 
ship with Harris Interactive Inc., one of the. 
world’s leading research houses. 

The research objective was to understand. 
which factors are most important to stake- 
holders when corporations build relation- 
ships with them. 

“The web is no longer an alternative to 
mainstream media, it is the mainstream me- 
dia,” said Alan VanderMolen, Edelman's 
Asia-Pacific President. "The key point for 
business is not that the web is a source of in- 
formation, itis that web-based media are a 
source of dialogue with business influentials. 
Business needs to view itself as enablers of 
conversations about products, services and 
issues instead of viewing itself as communi- 


[cr] 


Time to move in 
to your new offi 


The latest Edelman study 
also shows sharp increase 
in intensity on expectations 
for responsible corporate 
behavior by business firms 


cators of a specific message.” 

Further underscoring the strength and in- 
fluence of the web, respondents in the sur- 
vey said they would tum to a company's 
website more often than any other source of 
information when gathering ‘information 
about that company. 

Following the company's website, respon- 
dents said they would talk to friends who 
work at the company use newspapers, tum 
to business blogs and, finally, tune in to local 
broadcast media. 

“We believe the massive shift in media se- 
lection—to web-based news sources, to a 
company's own website and to employees of 
the company—underscores a broader trend 
in democratization of media and informa- 
tion,” VanderMolen said. "In today's world, 
consumers of news and information are in- 
creasingly skeptical and discerning; not to 
mention, they want to talk back to the source 
of information, not simply consume it." 

While business stakeholders are moving 
toward more interactive sources and chan- 
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nels of information, they are also increasing- 
ly changing what drives their views of com- 
panies. 

Image drivers. 

‘Two characteristics of reputation moved 
significantly in this year’s study: Manage- 
ment/ Leadership Strength and Ethics/in- 
tegrity. 

Management/Leadership Strength is now 
the top reputation driver for business operating 
in Asia Pacific, overtaking brand and product 
quality. Complementary to that, the biggest in- 
crease in any reputation driver during the past 
12 months is Ethics/integrity 

“We believe both of these factors reflect 
the increased access to information about 
business that is driven by the web," Vander- 
Molen said. "We are seeing a near insatiable 
thirst for information about who leads com- 
panies and how those companies conduct 
their businesses." 

‘Also increasing considerably in this year's 
study is the intensity in all drivers of “good 
and responsible behavior" Three of those 
drivers, in particular, are becoming more im- 
portant: open communication with employ- 
ees, transparency and concemed/active 
about community welfare. 

"The study shows that stakeholder expec- 
tations of business have risen across the 
board, especially in areas related to how 
businesses are tising their core competencies 


, to address the needs of stakeholders, noted 


VanderMolen. 
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FROM LEFT: Sander Bastes, Business Development Director of 
Logica CMG; Peter Yap, Senior Vice President of Allied Bank; Melissa 
Tan, Director for Outsourcing Solutions of Logica CMG-Singap 
Francisco Caparros, BancNet President 


Bankers take a 
closer look at BPO 


MORE THAN 300 BANKS AND 
IT executives recently gathered 
at the Dusit Hotel to take a clos- 
er look at business process out- 
sourcing, or BPO, as applied to 
electronic banking. 

The event, an Executive Fo- 
rum on “BPO in eBanking: The 
Wave of the Future," was orga- 
nized by Bancnet, the largest 
and -only multi-channel pay- 
ment network in the country to 
mark its 17th anniversary. 

Albert Lip Khen Lim, head of 
Global ATM and Shared Distri- 
bution at Standard: Chartered 
Bank in Malaysia shared tips on 
how to profit from outsourcing 
e-banking channels. 

Melissa Tan, Logica CMG's di- 
rector for outsourcing solutions 
in Asia, flew from Singapore 
where she is based and present- 
ed cases showing other banks’ 
experiences. 

"Trade and Industry Secretary 


Virtual lifestyle 
club, anyone? s.: 


members can easily get tickets to 
concerts and broadway shows 
abroad. 


Peter Favila, on the other hand, 
discussed’ the governments 
plan to partner with the private 
sector in outsourcing the sys- 
tems for the electronic collec- 
ion and payment of various 
government fees, charges, as- 
sessments and revenues. 
Bancnet directors and officers 
led by its chairman Angelito Vil- 
lanueva and president Francisco 
Caparros Jr welcomed the guests. 


STANDARD Chartéred Bank VP. 
Gail del Rosario is flanked by 
BancNet EVP Aris Zafra (left) 
and Standard Chartered Bank- 
Malaysia's Albert Lip Khen Lim 


leashes her creativity through 
pottery. Together with her hus- 
band, she turned a comer of their 
house into an art gallery filled 
with pots, dining pieces, pitchers 
and vases which they made. 


Brains behind concept 

Other than Ricky and Pam, the 
other minds behind TREi include Daks, Trei’s chief financial ofi- 
Daks Maniquis, Pops Del Rosario, cer, has personally tested TREI'S 
Lally de Castro and Cyrus Cruz dedicated service, Some time 
and Daniel Feliciano. ago, a relative abroad needed to 

Ricky has a very interesting come home for an emergency but 
way of training his chefs: A regu- the airlines were fully booked. “I 
Jar lunch or dinner treat in vari- was almost ready to give up 
ous culinary destinations, notjust when I remembered my TREI of- 
in Philippine cities but around  ficemates," he recalls. He called 
the world. the concierge desk and within 

He loves to travel with hisfam- the day, the problem was solved. 
ily and friends and to spend time Cyrus, a graduate of the Ore- 
with his spiritual community, the gon State University is the firm's 
BCBP (Brotherhood of Christian image police. He makes sure ev- 
Businessmen and Professionals). erything TREi does lives up to the 

Pam, amother of two, had had company’s image and brand posi- 
stints in large organizations. She tioning. This former Hotel Pon- 
values family time and holds it teFino officer slimmed down 
sacred, whether it’s just grocery- from 260 pounds to 185 in less 
shopping, watching a movie, or than a year, thanks to his rigid 
hanging out athome over pizza. road and gym workouts. 

PopsTREisdirectorforopera- Daniel, TREs marketing gem, 
tions, isamemberof the LesClefs is an expert in people relations. 
Or, an international association "One of my strengths is reading 
of the best concierges in the people, knowing what they want 
world spread over 45 countries. or need,” he says. 

Wielding his expertise, he in- This brawny jock was in the 
troduced an unprecedented con- school’s flag football and rifle 
cept for TREi: Transforming the teams in college. Daniel is also a 
hotel concierge into a 24/7 per- travel fanatic, a big comic book 
sonalized service called TLCs fan, and was part of the 
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brand with a free 60-day trial of 2007 Microsoft 
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when you buy a 2007 Microsoft Office system 
full product version. 

Dé prono spiet to porke PC trono 

"age dis et py "S 200 Mrd Oe Hae & Sue Eon 


For moie information, check out: www.nowpossible ph 


'* Microsoft® 


Ice 


(rei Lifestyle Counselors). Mem- 
bers can call the TLCs anytime to 
make a rush travel booking 
abroad, secure hospital arrange- 
ments for an emergency, or to 
even make a vet appointment for 
their pers. 

He also loves restoring classic 
Mercedes Benzes. 

Lally, Tres associate director 
of sales and membership, un- 


rock/Emo band Namor. 

Business development director 
Lito Fernandez is a father of four 
who regularly goes to the beach 
to de-stress. He said the TRE 
concept is "bold and daring and 
we're proud to pioneer this kind 
of service in the country.” 

The group is already selling 
shares but the official launch will 
be in mid-November. 


THERE IS NO DIRTY CASH 
or loose change to be derived 
from making soaps and d eter- 
gents—only fast and big bucks. 

Learn how to make different 
soaps and detergents and start 
your own business in the com- 
fort of your homes. 

The Golden Treasure Skills 
Development Program will con- 
duct a one day seminar on soap- 
making at the College of Social 
Work and Community Develop- 
ment, University of the Philip- 
pines, Diliman, Quezon City, on 
Oct. 27, from 10 am. to 6 p.m. 


Fast, big bucks from soaps 


Topics to be discussed are 
‘material sourcing and costing. 

Participants will be taught 
howto make, among others, liq- 
wid dishwashing soap, liquid 
hand soap, bar detergent, 
herbal bath soap, and glycerin 
powder soap. 

Bonus courses include mak- 
ing liquid bleach, tile and bowl 
cleaner, fabric ‘softener, car 
shampoo, and processing virgin 
coconut oil for soap. 

For questions, please call 
4367826; ‘9136551; 4337601 
and 4211577. 
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Automobile Association 
of the Philippines 


Protect yourself 
and your car 


YOU JUST BOUGHT YOUR FIRST CAR. IT 
is already three years old but it still looks 
and feels brand new. You can't help con- 
gratulating yourself for getting the best 
deal for this road machine. Yet you can't 
help but feel uneasy, too, especially at night 
when you leave your car parked on the 
street in front of your apartment. 

Admit it: you are worried about your car. 
At the back of your head, you are thinking- 


+ 1.4 DOHC engine with VGIS 

* 4 channel anti-lock brake system 

* Dual airbags + Euro ride suspension 
* 60/40 rear seat split 

+14" alloy wheels 


What if a drunk driver bumps my car in the 
middle of the night? What if the neighbor- 
hood thugs play a trick on me and decide to 
vandalize my shiny ride? Or what if my cars 
get burglarized or, worse, stolen? 

The feeling is normal for all first-time car 
owners. That is why many have invested in 
car alarms, steering wheel locks and yes, 
car insurance. 
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ift Certificate can be used to pay for LTO Registration. Car 


Accidents happen. 
But we are here to keep you safe & secured! 


The National Auto Club 
www.aaphilippines.org 
Tel. No. 723-0808 


ad 
A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE. nA 
The Aveo Sedan. Ride smoothly with style. Le 


Ge 
BE ASSURED! 


Official Insurance Partner of the AAP 
www.federalphoenix.com 
Tel. No. 811-5111 
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Mortgage or as discount on car price. Gift Certificates are valid until fully consumed. 
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What's insurance? 

All brand new cars are sold with insurance, But 
since you got your ride second-hand, most likely 
your cars previous owner has already dropped 
the comprehensive cover and made do with the 

<idirt-cheap TPL. That would not really let you 
{sleep soundly at night. 
7 For those new to car ownership, there are two 
"types of motor vehicle insurance: the CTPL or 
‘Compulsory Third Party Liability and the com- 
‘prehensive. CTPL, as the term compulsory im- 
‘plies, is required by the government before a mo- 
tor vehicle is registered. It costs only P560 for a 
private car and carties P100,000 coverage in case 
of death or injury to a person other than yourself, 
your family or your employees due to an accident 
involving yourvehicle.. —— 

CTPL does not protect'ydu from paying the 
damage to your car or the car/s of other people. 

- Neither does it protect you from car thieves, 

Comprehensive coverage is the answer to 

these concerns. It carries: protection: for theft, 
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damage to other people's property, damage to 
your car and in some cases, even provides protec- 
tion for yourself and your passengers in case of 
an accident. 


Not insurance-conscious 

Melecio Malillin, president of the Insurance In- 
stitute for Asia and the Pacific (IIAP), said most 
Filipinos are not insurance-conscious. The IIAB a 
non-profit association organized and sustained 
by the insurance industry, promotes insurance 
and professionalizes those working in the busi- 
ness 

“The Philippines has a measly 15-percent in- 
surance penetration, meaning 85 percent of our 
population do not have any form of insurance,” 
he said. “Only a minority of motorists - those with 
brand-new cars - buy comprehensive insurance, 
while the majority or those with cars more than 
five years old, only carry CTPL. And the reason 
they buy CTPL is because it's required.” 

‘To promote insurance, Malillin said the Philip- 


pine Insurance Club (PIC), a social group of in- 
surance practitioners, is organizing an Insurance 
Consciousness Week this coming Oct. 15 to 19 
with activities lined up at various places. One PIC 
activity is a campus tour. “Our colleagues will vis- 
itLa Salle on Oct. 16 and Mapua on Oct. 17 to ed- 
cate students on the importance of insurance,” 
he said. 


Why insurance is important 

Ramon Dimacali, president of the Philippine 
Insurers and Reinsurers Association (Pira), the 
umbrella organization of all non-life insurance 
companies in the country, said insurance is neces- 
sary for worry-free car ownership. Dimacali also 
heads the Federal Phoenix Assurance Company, 
AAP's partner in providing insurance for its mem- 
bers, their cars and even their homes. 

Dimacali pointed out that car insurance is im- 
portant not only for motorists but also more so 
for pedestrians, cyclists and other road users who 
are more vulnerable. “We should always think 
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about our children. What if they get hit by a car 
and the car is not insured? What do you do 
now?" 


How to get the best insurance 

If you are convinced by now about the value of 
car insurance, experts have some tips on how to 
get the best deal. 

Malillin said it is important to buy insurance 
from an agent and a company that you trust will 
mot fail you. "There are 90 companies in the 
Philippines that sell car insurance. You should 
buy from an agent you know and from a company 
that you know would pay your claim when you 
need it," he said. 

To get a backgrounder on insurance compa- 
nies, including complaints filed against them if 
any, Malillin advises buyers to inquire with the 
Insurance Commission. Access their website at 
www.insurance,gov.ph. 

"Insurance is only a piece of paper. The impor- 
tant thing here is the promise contained in that 

paper Will the company ‘honor- that 


Discount on Parts! 


promise? Will the company pay your claim. 
in the period prescribed by law which is 
within 30 days after perfection of docu- 
ments?" 

Dimacali said buyers should ask their 
agents about the particulars of the insur- 
ance cover they are buying. He explained 
that a car insurance policy is actually a 
combination of different forms of coverage 
and the buyer can choose specific coverage 
that he feels he truly needs. 

“If he does not consider theft a big risk 
since his car is old, then he can drop theft 
coverage and get as much as a 40-percent. 
reduction in premiums," Dimacali said. 
“Theft is a very expensive coverage because 
it does not have depreciation. So if you're 
really sure that your car is secure, then you 
can skip that coverage.” 

Dimacali added that insurance compa- 
nies are willing to insure all types of vel 
les, including old cars and motorcycles, 
except those considered antique or vintage. 
"As long as the car has spare parts available 
in the market, we can insure it,” he said. 

He disputes the myth that comprehen- 
sive car insurance is expensive. "The pre 
um is now at an all-time low. You pay just 
1.2 percent of your car's market value and 
for-that small sum, you can already sleep 
soundly at night." 
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Tucson wins 
at AutoPacific awards 


HYUNDAI'S BEST-SELLING SUV, THE TUCSON, 
was recently awarded Most Ideal Compact 
Crossover SUV at the AutoPacifc’s 2007 Ideal Vehi- 
cle Awards (IVA) in Fountain Valley, California. Three 
other Hyundai vehicles won top honors in other. 
product segments: Sonata, Most ideal Premium 
Mid-size Car; Elantra, Most Ideal Compact Car; and 
the Entourage, Most ideal Minivan. In this year's Au- 
toPacific ideal Vehicle Awards, auto manufacturers 
Were ranked according to how compellingly up-to- 
the-mark their 2007 model cars or trucks were in 
‘meeting customers expectations and criteria. Vehi- 
cles regarded as the most "ideal" were those that 
‘customers sald they would change the least. From 
‘over 24,000 respondents, AutoPaciic determined 
the winning vehicles by asking the owners to rate 
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Farts hep your vice 
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1. Check insrumeni pane and steering column Sch funcions 

Z Chock incon of inter & exterior amps 

3, Check f love and condition (brake, culch, power steering, 
ATF, and coca 

4 Check cooling sytem for leas, ator hose for damages and 
loose connections 

5. Check tuel ines, hoses, and clamps for leaks and coon 

8. Chock Bets for cracks and trays 

T. Chock power steering hoses for leaks and condilon 

B. Chock high tension wires for damages 


Factory-Certified Express Service for your Lancer, Adventure amd 1300 ! 


T CHECK-UP 


Ks and condicn 

10.Chock suspension system for looseness and damages 

11. Check driva shaft boots for damages 

12.Check searing linkage for damages and loose connections 
(acludng seais and tons] 

3 Check brake hoses and pipes for leaks and candion 

44 Check re pressure and condilon 

46. Check batery ile ot hesthitarge using electronic diagnostic 
equipment 
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their own car or truck on how close it came to "ideal" 
in areas such as exterior size; passenger roominess; 
cargo space; driver's seat comfort; driver's seat visi- 
bitty; interior technology, power, ease of getting in 
and out; interior storage compartments; and tires 
and wheels. The essential data provided by the buy- 
rs of new vehicles purchased from September 2006 
through December 2006 reflected the results of this 
years IVA ratings. "Hyundai has done an outstand- 
ing job understanding their target buyer and is creat- 
ing the product that is "ideal" for its buyers,” said Au- 
toPacifi's president George Peterson. Hyundai Asia 
Resources Inc, the official distributor of Hyundai 
here in the Philippines, s likewise in high spirits 
‘over the notable recognition received by Hyundai in 
the United States. According to Fe Perez-Agudo, 
EVP and chief operating officer of Hari, "This recent 
roster of accolades only goes to show Hyundal's 
firm commitment to deliver utmost quality to our 
customer-quality that exceeds even the most strin- 
gent of customer expectations at all fronts of the ve- 
hicle's overall performance, from design to engine 
power, and down to every minute detail. Our cus- 
tomers’ continuous show of appreciation and sup- 
portis clearly indicative of their confidence In our 
signature of quality." Hari also joins the ranks of the 
most outstanding Hyundal companies as itis award- 
d Distributor of the Year by Hyundai Motor Co. This 

ne second time that Hari has been given the pres- 
tigious award. The first was in 2006, when Hari best- 
ed other Hyundai distributors all over Asia and the 
Pacific with its phenomenal 103-percent increase in 
sales performance, hitting its target market share of 
5 percent in 2005, Hyundal is currently top 5 among 
competing brands in the Philippine automotive in- 
dustry. In celebration of Hyundai's victory here and 
abroad, Hari makes the award-winning Tucson even 
easier to own with three splendid deals to choose. 
from in the Silver Platter Deals promo. Silver Platter 
Deal 1 offers a P20,000 discount for cash buyers; 
Silver Platter Deal 2, offers for free the All-In-One 
Package of Comprehensive Insurance, Chattel Mort- 
gage and 3 years LTO registration; and Silver Plattar 
Deal 3, or the Special Financing Package, offers cus- 
tomers a choice between Low Downpayment 
schemes and Low Monthly Amortization rates. Now, 
you can own this award-winning and unforgivably 
affordable SUV with the Tucson's Silver Platter Deals 
promo which runs from Oct. 5 to Nov. 30. Check out 
a Hyundai dealer near you today! 
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ABOUT A YEAR AND TWO WEEKS AGO 
today, super-typhoon Milenyo ravaged 
Metro Manila and many parts of Luzon, 
causing billions of pesos in damage to peo- 
ples lives and properties. 

still remember that day when Milenyo's 
145-kph winds uprooted trees that caused 
instant blockades in Makati and Pasay, 
peeled off marble blocks from some build- 
ings and tossed scaffoldings in others. 

Milenyo's wrath was most felt by those in 
the outdoor advertising industry as the 
howler twisted metal structures and hurled 
billboards down on Edsa. 

But the biggest outcome from Milenyo's 
devastation was the swift passage of a bill 
that sought to regulate the billboard busi- 
ness. Sponsored by Senator Miriam Defen- 
sor Santiago, the bill dubbed The Anti-Bill- 
Board Blight Act of 2006 or simply the Bill- 
board Law was approved by the Senate on 
the same day it was proposed. 

Santiago said the measure is far from be- 
ing a total ban on billboards. She stressed 
fhat it only imposes restrictions on bill- 
boards that have proliferated in violation of 
the Building Code and the Civil Code. 

The bill prohibits the erection of bill 
boards within 1,000 feet of any interchange 
or road, right of way or underpass, bridge 
or tunnel or any street intersection, or with- 
in the same distance from the circumfer- 
ence of the property line of a historic site, 
church, school, hospital or similar public 
areas. 

In addition, it bans billboards that ob- 
struct the view of vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic or that may be confused with any 
traffic control device or sign. Likewise, the 
measure imposes a limit of 300 square feet 
on the size of billboards. 
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Although President Gloria Macapagal Ar- 
royo has certified the bill as urgent, the 
House of Representatives has been sitting 
on it. With the strict provisions of the bill- 
especially regarding the sizes of billboards 
and the prescribed distance to the roads - I 
‘can only imagine the “millions” of reasons 
being presented by the billboards industry 
to delay this important measure. 

‘Obviously, with the lull in the passage of 
the bill, the industry can still make a killing 
from illegal billboards before these are de- 
molished. 

The AAP's stand on this issue remains the 
seme. We believe that billboards, having 
been left unregulated for years, have 
turned our cities into a mess. They are so 
close to roads that they pose great danger 
to us motorists. And because they get big- 
ger each day, these billboards distract us 
from the traffic and safety signs that should 
guide us as we drive. 

We understand that the Billboard Law 
would mean a major loss of revenue for ad- 
vertising agencies. But then, safety and the 
public good are what is at stake here. No 
business should profit at the expense of 
public well-being. 

The AAP supports the Anti-Billboard 
Blight Act and urges our lawmakers to stop 
delaying its passage—before another super 
typhoon forces them to rush it into law. 


AAP nominates Kanapi to Road Board 


THE AAP HAS NOMI- 
nated one of its direc- 
tors to be a member of 
the government's Road 
Board. _ 

In a letter to Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo,-AAP president 
Augusto C. Lagman 
nominated retired Puis 
Army General Angel 5-57 
Kanapi to be one of 
three private sector 
representatives on 
the board. 

A long-time direc- 
tor of the AAR 
Kanapi was a mem- 
ber of the original 
Road Board during 
the time of Public 
Works and High- 
ways Secretary Gre- 
gorio Vigilar. Kanapi 
was formerly the su- 
perintendent of the 
Philippine Military 
Academy and the 
defense attaché of 
the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines in 
Washington. After 
his retirement, he 
served as Ist vice 
president of the 
general administra- 
tion division of Toy- 
ota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp and lat- 
er, vice president of 
the Toyota Founda- 
tion and concur- 
rently vice president 
of the Metrobank 
Foundation before 
his election to the | 
AAP board. d 

The Road Board 
determines how the. 
Road User's Tax be- 
ing paid by the mo- 
toring public is put 
to use. Created un- 
der Republi Act 
8794 to ensure the 
adequate mainte- 
mance of national 
and provincial 
roads, the Road 
Board is composed 
of the Public Works 
and Highways Sec- 
retary as chair and 
-the Rinance- Secre- 
tary, Budget Secre- 
tary and Trans- 


EXTEMC 


portation and Commu- 
nications Secretary as 
members. The three 
private sector repre- 
sentatives are appoint- 
ed by the President, 
who selects them from 
a list of nominees sub- 
mitted by transport 
and motorist organiza- 
Se tions 


RETIRED Army General Angel Kanapi 


THE NEW CHRYSLER 300C 3.5 
LOOKS MORE INTIMIDATING... 
THE ONLY THING NOT INTIMIDATING IS THE PRICE! 
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iter > 5-Speed AutoStick® > HID headlamps 
with Sub-Woofer and 6 CD Changer with MP3 Compatibility > Power Sunroof > Premium Leather Trim Seats 
Multi-function Steering Wheel > Vehicle Information Center > 
ParkSense® Assist System > Sentry Key® antitheft engine immobiliser > Tire Pressure Monitoring > Supplemental Side Air-Bags 


Experience the complete line of the Chrysler 300C sedan including the 2.7-liter, 5.7-liter HEMI and 6.1-liter SRTB 
only at your authorized Chrysler dealer. 


A MOTOR PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
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MARLOU ESPESO 
Indirect Production dl 
v 
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ARSENIO FERRER E 
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ARNOLD AGUSTIN 
Junior Group Chief 
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bers who have demonstrated 


Honoring léaders; deeem WE 
Sud. and are exemplary. models of! 


exceptional perf Ü 
good attitude and character. 


For as low as Php 78,000* downpoyment only OR as low as Php 24,254 monthly** 
Robust 250 Hp for the 3.5-! 


> Boston Acoustics® Audio System 


18" aluminum wheels > ESP with Brake Assist 


WWW.CHRYSLER.COM.PH 


Solutions comes standard. 


Fiton nce ERT # 3299 SES OF 2007 


-CHRYSLER MAKATI 2287 Bosging Tomo Extension, Mokatl Cily, Metro Manila ‘TEL: (632) 815 2222 / MOBILE: (0920) 904 0717 


CHRYSLER GREENHILLS -1008 EDSA Greenhills, San Juon, Metro Manila TEL: (632) 723 5808 / MOBILE: (0920) 904 0715 


EMAIL: chyslergroup@cais.com.h 
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AAP IS CAR OF THE YEAR TECHNICAL PARTNER 

The Automobile Association Philippines recently joined the 2007 Car 
ofthe Year project of the Car Awards Group Inc (Cagi) as its exclusive. 
technical partner. AAP president Gus Lagman (left, seated) signed 
the agreement with Cagi president Ira Panganiban (center, seated) 
with Cagi external affairs vice president Andy Sevilla (right, seated) 
and (from left, standing) AAP director Aida Sevilla Mendoza, AAP 
treasurer Jogy Mantaring and AAP vice president Johnny Angeles as 
witnesses. Under the agreement, AAP will provide technical support 
to Coty 2007 in cash and in kind. 
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AAP now open for associate membership 


AAP IS OPENING ITS DOORS TO SINGLE- 
car motorists through its newly created as- 
sociate membership category. 

Like the regular membership, AAP associate 
membership offers exceptional value and ben- 
efits. What differentiates it from regular mem- 
bership is its much lower fee of P500. Couple 
this with AAP's one-time joining fee of P200 
and you are well on your way to 365 days of 
worry-free motoring. 

Aside from AAP's reliable emergency road- 
side service (ERS), an associate member re- 
ceives a host of benefits such as P200,000 per- 
sonal accident insurance from Federal 
Phoenix Assurance Co, free LTO registration 
assistance, free accident investigation assis- 
tance, discounts on ambulance service, anti- 
theft security glass etching and motor vehicle 
insurance discounts. 

‘AAP’s associate membership can also help 
you save money on a lot of things from hotel 
‘accommodations and restaurant meals to car 
repairs and auto accessories through the nu- 
merous discounts offered by AAP's business 


partners. 
Get the best rate for various items like the 


In celebration of the Tucson's win of the Most Ideal Compact Crossover SUV 
in the 2007 AutoPacific Vehicle Satisfaction Awards, we serve you this 
internationally-acclaimed SUV on a silver platter of winning deals, Celebrate 
our victory with us and experience the joy of driving home a winner, 


DEAL 3 
SPECIAL FINANCING 
PACKAGE 


> Low Downpaymant 
o Low Monthly 


IN-PACKAGE 


o 3-Years LTO 
Registration 


Hurry, this sweet offer is from October 5 te November 30, 
Por DTHACH Parit No.5054 sas of 2007.7 
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AAP Outlast maintenance-free battery, 
Goodyear tires and even travel and property 
insurance services. Plus enjoy savings at over 
150,000 locations worldwide through the 
‘Show Your Card & Save Network of the Amer- 
ican Automobile Association (AAA) with 
which AAP is affliated. 

Unlike the two-vehicle registration allot- 
ment accorded to regular members, an associ- 
ate member may register only one vehicle un- 
der his or her name. But because AAP is mem- 
ber-based, an associate membership bestows 
upon the card holder emergency roadside ser- 
vice for vehicles other than the one registered. 
under his or her membership-provided that 
the associate member is present at the time of 
the ERS request. 

‘The registered vehicle of an associate mem- 
ber is entitled to round-the-clock 24/7 ERS 
even if the member is not in the car. 

Tes easy to apply for AAP associate member- 
ship. Call 723-0808 and ask for the sales and 
marketing department. AAP's main office is at 
683 Aurora Boulevard near Gilmore, Quezon 
City Or you can go to any of AAPS extension 
offices in Makati, Alabang, Cebu and Davao. 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACADEMY 
Drivers of taxi cabs, jeepneys and buses learn 
the basics of road safety and road courtesy 
through a series of seminars being conducted 
by the Automobile Association Philippines in 
partnership with Toyota Motor Philippines, 
the Land Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board and the National Center 
for Transportation Studies of the University 
of the Philippines. The seminars, being held 
at UP Diliman, are part of the Publi 
‘Transport Academy program of the LTFRB. 
‘Shown is LTFRB Chair Thomson Lantion 
(top) speaking before the drivers, Above, 
drivers learn how to carry an injured 
passenger ina lesson in first aid. 


Customs should 
auction smuggled cars 


THE TELEVISION IMAGE OF BACKHOES 
crushing a dozen luxury cars made AAP 
vice president Johnny Angeles feel uneasy. 
Not because he pitied the cars’ owners or 
the cars themselves. He just couldn't stand 
the thought that tens of millions of pesos 
were thrown away when the cars were re- 
duced into heaps of junk metal, 

“That was money already in the govern- 
ments hands. Why throw it away just. to 
prove a point?” was his reaction to the gov- 
emments destruction of smuggled luxury 
cars at Subic more than a month ago. 

‘An anti-smuggling advocate himself; An- 
geles said the public relations stunt may have 
created a stir in the media, but he doubts if it 
would curb smuggling activities at the.coun- 
try’ ports. 

The AAP is writing President Gloria Maca- 
pagal Arroyo to propose reviving the auction 
of smuggled vehicles by the Bureau of Cus- 
toms (BOC) with the help of the private sec- 
tor. Angeles recalled that during the adminis- 
tration of President Corazon Aquino, the AAR 
then known as the Philippine Motor Associa- 
tion (PMA), was tapped to assist the BOC in 
disposing of more than a thousand smuggled 
vehicles that the government had seized from 
various ports. 

‘The vehicles, Angeles said, were confiscat- 
ed during the martial law era and were in 
various states of disrepair at the Manila Inter- 
national Container Terminal in the South 
Harbor of Manila. 

Then Customs Commissioner Guillermo 
Parayno sought the help of the private sector, 
specifically the PMA and the Chamber of Au- 
tomotive Manufacturers of the Philippines 
(Campi), in determining the market value of 
the vehicles and then auctioning them off to 
private buyers 

The three-way partnership worked well. 

The veteran AAP director said the associa- 
tion is willing to lend a hand once again to 
the government should it decide to revive the 
auction. “We would do it not because of the 
money AAP stands to earn, but because we 
want to help the government make money 
out of its assets. Destroying luxury cars is 
such a waste of very precious resources,” he 
said, 


New AAP Partners 


Global industries Trading, Inc. (GM) 
10% discount on all products 
G/F Octoarfs Bidg., 108 Panay Ave. 
South Tangle, Quezon City 
Tel. 413-0364 


Auto Modelo Motors 
10% discount on carports 
5% discount on labor service 
Felix Ave, (Formerly imelda) 
Pasig-Cainta Boundary 
Tel. 396-3565 


Mycar Motorparts - EIBACH Springs & KYB 
5% discount on KYB shock absorbers 
5% discount on all other Items 
2741-B Taft Ave., Pasay City 
Tel. 833-2043 


Bullseye Laundry 
15% discount on all services 
Cubao, Roces, Kamias, Teresa 
Horseshoe & Congressional 
Tel, 439-1881 


Verldium Energy Ventures, Inc. 
10% discount on Agip products 
EPC Complex 2074 J.B. Miguel St. 
Pasig City 
Tel. 571-1102 
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Tweetie de Leon- 
Gonzalez’s 

Ice Age line of 
jewelry supplies 
Paul Smith 


WE CASED THE METRO FOR THE BEST 
selection of bangles and bracelets that one 
can easily pile on or wear solo, and was 
pleasantly surprised to find a wide, ultra- 
stylish range from Ice Crystals, a local line 
of jewelry designed by supermodel Tweetie 
de Leon-Gonzalez. The collection ran the 
gamut from organic kamagong bangles ac- 
centuated with colorful stones to sleek and 
modern acrylic cuffs that are fashion-for- 

ward yet wearable. 
«The pieces, which reflect the jewelry de- 
igner's understated style, are not the least 
bit overpowering or 


‘APPLES’ contrived. This is 


probably due in no 

Pickiccs small measure to 

Tweetie's sensible 

design philosophy. 

“I design easy pieces 

that can be worn 

with most anything. 

T don't do loud, 

Showcase pieces 

that do more for the 

wearer than what is 

ample and appro- 

x priate. They are 

i " meant to pull a look 

Apples Aberin- together, bring 

Sadhwai some color and fan- 

cy to a basic 

wardrobe and cater to the wearer's current 
fashion mood," she says. 

‘The pieces she calls “easy,” however, are 
not in any way lacking in impact or wit. In 
our fashion barometer, they're definite 
keepers that can make or break an outfit, 
and spell the difference between blah and 
completely fab. 

Considering Tweetie is a self-taught jew- 
elry designer who has to work with whatev- 
er materials are available, the items she’s 
churned out since she opened shop in 1999 
were and still are of good quality and the 
best design. Of course, it helps that she con- 
tinuously hones her craft through research 
and experimentation. 

At present, she is enrolled in GIAs 
(Gemological Institute of America) dis- 
tance-education program, which will make 
her an Accredited Jewelry Professional by 
next year. 


Supplier for Paul Smith 

We're not the only ones who think Tweet- 
ie's designs aré world-class. Unknown to 
many, she has been supplying pieces to En- 
glish brand Paul Smith. “This was a truly 
lucky break for me. I was on a down-spiral 
sometime last year due to an unbelievably 
bad sales streak. After a few sleepless 
nights, I told myself I had to wrap up my 
pity party and try something new. I built a 
basic website, conceptualized another label 
and sent out notices to people abroad, not 
really thinking where I wanted this to go. 
One of the viewers happened to be working 
for my longtime favorite label. He e-mailed 
to inquire about my company and, of 
course, my pieces. It took a while for him to 
place the order, putting me in an extreme 
emotional roller-coaster ride. After a new 
wave of sleepless nights and a legion of 
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, _ Photographer Charles Lu/Wild Bunch 
Styling Mikee Carreon and Bianca Valerio 
Model Valerie de los Santos. 
Hair and makeup Bianca Valerio 


EXCLUSIVE STORES 
SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL 


" GLORIETTA 4, AYALA CENTER 


SM MEGAMALLB 

ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
ROBINSONS PLACE, MANILA 
FESTIVAL SUPERMALL. 

CATEWAY MALL, ARANETA CENTER 
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Acrylic cuff, P995; Fortune ac 
stainless bangles, P2,995/set of 7; | 
acrylic cube bracelet/P1,495 | 
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Chain mail 
Alexandra bracelet, P1,150 each 


‘rent pags Cl jewelry, hearing people talk 


heavenly requests, the order fi- about her brand, and receiving 
nally came. It was a glorious sincere compliments and en- 
moment for me and my hus- couragement from design per- 
band, Mon, who celebrated the sonalities she admires like Ce- 
much-anticipated news with sarGaupo. 
me quietly,” shares Tweetie. And although there's obvious- 

That her pieces are unique ly more room for Ice Crystals 
andnotsomething youcan typi- and Tweetie the jewelry design- 
cally find in malls or other jew- er to grow, she looks forward to 
elry stores have also contribut- engaging in other endeavors as 
ed to the success of Tweetie and well. When asked what she still 
Tce Crystals. "I purposely veer wanted to achieve in the indus- 
away from bazaars and other ty, she said, "I still want to do 
fashion-jewelry outletssoasnot many things, though not neces- 
to be influenced by other peo- sarily in this industry. I want to 
ples ideas. There are many learn many other skills, cultivate 
brands and styles out there that more friendships, be useful.” 
are-quite nice and Im afraid 
theymightswaymytakeonde- Ice Crystals is available at Rus- 
sign due to admiration. I am  tan's Essenses Makati, Shangri- 
conscious that way,” she says. — La and Alabang, also at Palms 
^ In spite of her accomplish- Country Club. 
ments, Tweetie still takes satis- = 
faction from simple moments E-mail the author at afash- Gharmed 
such as seeing people wear her ‘on@inquirercom ph Wooden bangles with charms, P3,250/set of 7 
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Missing link Tagged! 
Wooden bracelets with charms, P1,750 each ID bracelets, P995 each 
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I'VSHIONBUNASIS — LASI 
"Q"-ccasion 


P The "O"-ccasion line delivers models that are made especially to match 

ý your fashionable cocktail dresses. Details like small, delicately crafted 

2 Swarovski crystals or metal flowers and pearly bracelets create sparkle 

^w. e e and shine. A number of “O”-ccasion watches have detachable bracelets 
a 


j^— that allow you to create new combinations. 


MANGO, THE SPANISH BRAND RENOWNED 
for fashionable and trend-setting clothes, has 
created a new collection of watches that is now ^ 
available at Watch Republic. 

The "O"-time series by Mango represents the in- 
tegration of precision timekeeping and stylish ac- 
cessorizing. Characterized by an oval-shaped face 
inspired by the "O" in the Mango logo, these time- 
pieces come in three different lines: 


AQ" sexy d 
Made from a splendid mixture of materials like "v, 

satin, mesh, chains and charms, the "O"-sexy line 

includes models that can also be worn around the 

neck, the ankle, or the waist as belts. Its range of - 

designs includes lizard-look straps joined by a se- oar P: 

fies of chains, lavish hues of pink and yellow gold, — Cer 3 

uxurious fabric puffballs doubling as fastenings 

and delicate charms. 


"O"-riginal 
This offers a 
comfortable 
combination of 
style and relia- 
bility, in various 
designs that go 
well with your 
mood—from 
leather straps 
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December ` 


(2 winners) 
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X : LCD Televisions 


We are giving away 
; P2,000,000 shopping credits 
é/ plus Samsung Home Theater Showcases 
to 2 lucky Cardholders! 


Samsung gadgets, appliances 
& entertainment systems will be raffled off every month! 


‘ Every P1,000 single receipt purchase on your 
A Diners Club or Security Bank MasterCard automatically entitles 
you to one (1) raffle entry. 
Apply for a Card now and eam additional raffle entries. 


PROMO DURATION; OCTOBER 1, 2007 TO FEBRUARY 15, 2008 theater system. 
worth P1,000,000 


Swipe your way to bigger prizes. Keep using your Diners Club 
and Security Bank MasterCard! 


cal 88-79 1-88 ¢ 88-791-77 © 


for inquiries or card application 


See flyers for details. Per DTI - NCR Permit No. 4868 series of 2007 
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Holiday splendor 


new couture collection for the hol- 

idays. The eclectic collection in- 
fuses classic Grecian silhouettes with 
raw Japanese touches. 

Baddeo's latest collection offers 
clothes marked by versatility and func- 
tionality. The designer employs jewel- 
colored, stretch satin fabrics to conjure 


i E DDIE BADDEO UNVEILS A BRAND 


accents. Draping is given a twist with 
sensual neckline variations such as 
beauté, cowl neck, high draping and 
scoop. 

Baddeo says the rationale behind his 
latest holiday collection is simple—to 
open the splendor of couture to women 
from all walks of life. 

Our special thanks to Sanctuario Spa 


resto bar, 30 Scout Ave, South Traingle, 
Quezon City. 

Baddeo's atelier is at 63 West Ave., 
Quezon City. Call 3715843. 


Photography Manuel Generoso 
Styling Eric Maningat 
Director Raymond Villanueva. 
Model JC Napoles 
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Sexy, long-tail gowns with Oriental waist and Wellness Center and Riserva Italian 


PEQUIGNET: NEVER QUITE THE SAME, 
CUTS oro BUT EVER UNIQUE 
The “top-quality design" of French watchmaking 
combined with "Swiss made" quality has struck a 
feminine note with its numerous facets. Unique, 
a lady has many choices and desires.” By 
inventing this principie of interchangeabllly 
Péquignet transconds and captures time to 
achievo absolute infinity of creativity. Hence this 
unique collection of bracelets — Sorella is the 
answer to all spontaneous desires and moods 
with its unlimited range of materials and colours. 


1 Ep 

non. PEQUIGNET 
Montre (SM Mall of Asia - The Podium - SM The Block — 
fel.: (02) 558-0428 MONTRÉ WATCH SHOPS - RUSTAN'S SHANGRI-LA 


C Spare sai 


'OWL-NECK column gown with train 


EVANGELINE VILLANUEVA 
HOLY FAMILY VILLAGE, TAGUIG CITY 
(AUGUST MILLIONAIRE) 


Extended until November 30, 2007 approved by DTI-NCR ` 
See posters for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0752, Series of 2007 
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LIFE-STYLED 
Thelma Sioson San Juan 


Areality show features 
the travails of 
struggling hair-stylists 


NE RECENT SATURDAY 

afternoon, as it rained 

buckets outside, I was 
sweating before the TV lights in 
Ricky Reyes’ TV studio (yes, he 
has one). 

“Mother Ricky's” invite was intriguing 
enough to abandon the weekend tennis for, 
as judge, wed be interviewing 11 hair- 
dressers from all over the country vying in 
the first TV reality show of the beauty indus- 
try called "Hair Diva,” aired every Sunday on 
[5 

Sometimes spending time with the hair in- 
dustry titan is like going on a jungle sa- 
fari you don't know what to expect. 

‘That afternoon we felt as if we were cast in. 
a teleserye—or at least a front-seat spectator. 
to one—featuring the lives of 11 gays, wom- 
en and men (note the order) with incredibly 
dramatic lives. 

‘At the end of that day I had confirmed 
what I suspected all along: behind a success- 
ful gay hairdresser is either an unloving, if 
Rot cruel, parent (usually father) or a self- 
sacrificing one. Usually its the former. Al- 
ways, the drive of the hairdresser to succeed, 
earn well and prove himself is to win the ap- 
proval of the father or to please and support 
the parent. 

‘One contestant recalled the day in his 
childhood his mother bought him his first 
pair of slippers. That night his parents had a 
violent fight. The next morning upon waking 
up, he discovered his mother was gone, and 
so was his new pair of chinelas. He hadn't 
seen her until recently. 

Another spoke of how he strove to earn his 
first buck so he could give it to his older 
brother who had sworn him off just because 
he was gay. In time he was able to buy his 
family's acceptance of him. Sad, really. 

‘One after the other, the sad story came, 
but of course, that was the show's format. 
But nonetheless, beneath the TV drama, it 
‘wasn’t hard to see a gay’s search for self-iden- 
tity and social acceptance—in fact, his fami- 
Jy's acceptance—is what drives him to suc 
ceed and build his parlor into a thriving busi- 
ness. 

‘Come to think of it, this was the underly- 
ing story of Ricky’s path to his multimillion- 
peso business empire. They're 10 in the fami- 
ly; he was the outcast because he was gay so 
he suffered the brunt of his father’s cruelty, if 
not his brothers’ 

In the end, after he made his millions, he 
had to pay off his father to leave him and his 
suffering mother alone. Ricky's love for his 
mother is a story unto itself—a devotion so 
fierce to this day that she is in her twilight 
years. 

One episode I remember of him was the 
day he stood before his dad's coffin, many 
years ago, and muttered with regret, more 
than grief: "Sayang, you and I could have 
been friends.” 


Values-oriented 

Indeed while “Hair Diva” seems hilarious, 
if not ridiculous, and show biz-zy, in its core is 
an admirable sense of values. “I want to look 
for struggling hairdressers out there, to know 
their story and to help them start. OF course, 
they must work hard,” 

Ricky sees this search—for the “next Ricky 
Reyes—as his legacy: Its his way of giving 
these struggling ones the right breaks—his 
way of paying back to the incoming genera- 
tion, for the big fortune and success he's had 
in ife. 

‘The contestants were chosen from all over 
the country. The winner will have his own 
six-seat salon, a start-up.capital, lease for a 
‘business space and not to mention, the fame. 
Certainly not a bad start in the hairdressing 
business. 

Now that he's on.top of the industry 
Rickys moves have all been about paying 
back and leaving a lasting legacy. His social 
projects are well known-from the 
skills building “Isang gunting, Isang suklay” 
to the children’s cancer ward at PGH. 

Not known to many, he has also adopted 
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‘La vida dulce’ in Jerez, Spain 
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ROMY Villasenor, Domecq, Rio Repalda, 
Marilen Mendoza 


RODNEY and Randy Riteza with Glen 
Guzman 


Iwas in Jerez, Spain, with other colum- 

nists and lifestyle editors, and we were 
beautifully hosted by that gentleman, Don 
Beltran Domecq, for five glorious, unfor- 
gettable days. 

So it was no surprise that Maxxium Philip- 
pines, according to it brilliant general manag- 
er, Joey Mendoza, should recognize top Fun- 
dador distributors by sending a 40-strong 
contingent to Spain. 

“The trip was organized so that our top dis- 
tributors could experience the history behind 
the Fundador brand. Their itinerary includes 
stops at the different bodegas for private 
tours and brandy tasting,” 
Mendoza said. 

"It is the first time that 
Fundador and Maxxum 
Philippines would give such 
a recognition to the distribu- 
tors.” 

Aprés a stop at Madrid for ` 
a day, the group continued Maurice 
on to sunny, beautiful Jerez. Arcache 
Upon arrival, they were 
treated to refreshing cock- 
tails at the eye-catching Villa 
Bristol. The courtyard was 
covered with luscious grapevines that served 
as a wonderful canopy during daytime, while 
the guests sipped their drinks and marveled 
at the breathtaking view of the sunset amid 
the awesome rolling hills and vineyards of 
Jerez, dahlings. 

The guests were then warmly welcomed 
by no less than Don Beltran Domecq, scion of 
the first brandy-makers of Spain, who looked 
absolutely dashing in his barong Tagalog, 
which he wore so proudly palanggas. 

‘The next day after a good nights rest, the 
guests were treated to their first typical An- 
dalusian breakfast (which, believe me, was 
incredible) at Castillo Macharnudo, where 
Sefior Domecq thoroughly explained the pro- 
cess of planting the grapes. 

The yummy meal was perfect to jump-start 
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a day of exploring Jerez. 


Grand tour 

From there, the delegates were given a 
grand tour of the awesome Fundador Pedro 
Domecq bodegas. Maxxium, together with 
Fundador, gave the Filipino distributors the 
opportunity to learn and appreciate the pas- 
sion and dedication behind every drop. 

Point of great interest was one of the bode- 
gas, which housed the tasting glass used by 
the King to toast with wine from the Machar- 
nudo, no less. 

Manny Concio of Maxxium was really ex- 
cited. “It was a learning experience to see 
how meticulous every oak barrel is arranged 

accordingly to aging,” he 

said. 
1 The delegation was giv- 

en a glimpse of history 
through the Oak Barrel 
Hall that housed barrels 
signed by dignitaries, roy- 
alty and world leaders from 
both old and contemporary 
history. Loloy and Odette 
Dejos of Myserv Intera- 
tional, said it was a great 
privilege signing the bar- 
rels which immortalized their visit to Fun- 
dador. 

‘Thue to the hospitality of Fundador, a for- 
mal dinner reception and awarding ceremo- 
my at the Domecq Palace took place. This 
mind-boggling Palace built in 1773 by the 
Marquis of Montana, was acquired by Don 
Juan Pedro Domecq Lembeye in 1855, fora 
little over half a million reales de vellon. 

The palace became home to generations of 
the Domecq familia. Guests of the Domecqs 
never fail to be amazed at the grand architec- 
ture of this palace, which showed Andalusian 
nobility. 

The life-size mirrors hanging in the hall- 
way and the rich collection of tapestry and oil 
paintings, would leave one breathless. The 
balcony gives a commanding view of the 
grand plaza. 


Awards 

Each delegate was personally welcomed 
by Bodegas de Jerez GM, el simpatico Angel 
Lebrero. After the gastronomic dinner, the 
awarding ceremony took place. It was a trib- 
ute to the delegates’ well-deserved effort in 
making Fundador the No. 1 imported brandy 
in the Philippines. 

Mendoza laughingly recounted the look of 
surprise on the delegates faces when the 
awards were given. "For them, the trip was 
reward enough," he said. 

The Distributor of the Year Award went to 
MyServ International Inc., headed by Cres 
Toledo. The "champions" were welcomed to 
the “100-percent club” along with Crown 
‘Traders, Aries Distributors, Rodsy Marketing 
and Titanium Supply Chain. 

Of the 15 companies represented, MyServ 
International Inc. and Upnorth Distribution 
Center Corp. were proclaimed Luzon's grand 
champions. 

Visayas/Mindanao champions were 
Crown Traders, Rosskad Marketing and Ro- 
mark Sales Inc. 

Domecq never fails to tell all the super in- 
teresting stories of Fundador's history. One 
story was how Fundador Brandy was acci- 
dentally discovered by Pedro Domecq and 
how doctor Alexander Fleming, discoverer 
of penicillin, visited Domecq in 1948 and 
said: “I have discovered the fungus to cure 
sick people, but you have another product 
that revives the dead.” 

One cannot be in Jerez without doing the 
breathtaking Flamenco. Each dance move- 
ment kept the audience in awe, while the 
sounds of clapping hands, guitars, rhythmic. 
tapping on the wooden floors, and hypnotic 
songs completely captured the Jerez charm. 

At the end of the performance, the dancers 
pulled the delegates to the stage to dance 
along, while others enjoyed the sight and 
sound, till way past Cinderella's bedtime. 

After a day of touring, the delegates were 
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fetched by attired horses and carriages, for 
the horse dressage show, which is native to 
Jerez. The women especially felt like noblezas 
as they rode the colorful carriage. 

Arthur and Linda Roque of Romark Sales 
excitedly took loads of photos of the elegant- 
mannered horses. 


Bullfight 

Next stop was the Bull Museum, which 
housed sculptures of bulls and bullfights. 

Later, the entire delegation was jetted to 
Madrid to experience Spain's national sport. 
Iwasa heart-stopping experience! 

Oliver Lee of Princeton Marketing said: 
“The bull arena itself is an architectural mar- 
vel. The movement of the matador was an 
adrenaline rush as tons of spectators cheered 
each of the matador's flip of the capote to lure 
the bull.” 

Jimmy Dulla of Roskad marketing sai 
“Watching that whole setting of bulls, aspi 
ing matadors, colorful ribbons and sounds of 
horses was a sight straight out of a movie!” 

Leonisa Caw Li of New Solid Wines was so 
happy with the entire trip. “Despite the fact 
we were not able to receive any special dis- 
tinction during the awarding ceremony, I feel 
like a winner” she said. "I plan to continue 
pushing Fundador as my product and hope I 
can be able to join the next trips.” So do I, for 
that matter, dahlings. 

The world-renowned Bodegas Fundador 
are the oldest and most prestigious in Jerez, 
their foundation dating back to 1730. 

Fundador has become a company that, 
while respecting the values of tradition, is at 
the head of technological innovation and in- 
troduction of systems that assure and guar- 
antee quality products. The Bodegas belong 
to the Beam Global Spirit and Wine group, an 
affiliate of Maxxium Philippines. 

Señoras y señores, viva Fundador! Viva 
Maxxium Filipinos! 


MAXXIUM awards the Philippines’ top Fundador distributor MyServ International 
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GLUTA WHITE & FIRM 
Be Desired. Be White. Be Firm. 


‘Amidst the sea of skin whitening products, Gluta White & Firm redefines the face of skin whitening and 
firming, transforming the shape of what face and body care can be. 


Over the years, the beauty industry has been flogged with multitudes of skin care products, ranging from 
high-end niche treatments to budget skin whitening solutions. Despite the differences in brand names i 
and ingredients, all profess to deliver the desirable result you have always wanted — fairer, whiter skin. 
That is, until you thought that it wouldn't hurt a bit to also have firmer, well-sculpted skin, 


Now, Derm Pharma Inc, the manufacturing maverick that revolutionized the local beauty industry area 
with pioneering products such as Regroe, Derm A and Skintel, crosses the boundaries of conventional 
whitening skincare with Gluta White & Firm. An intensive skin whitening and firming system, Gluta 
White & Firm empowers your skin to look fairer and more contoured — faster than ever, - using the 
world's most effective skin whitener, Glutathione. 


Discover the 
Beauty of Whiter, 
Fairer Skin. 


Introducing 


Gluta White & Firm's Active Whitening 
and Slimming Complex, a potent 
synthesis of Glutathione, L-Carnitine, 
Lipofirm and Clair Blanche, revitalizes 
your skin, giving it a supple, refashioned 
and well-toned look. Glutathione, one of 
its active components and the world's 
most effective skin whitener,is clinically 
proven to help inhibit melanin formation 
and production and reverse melanin 
metabolism, turning dark pigmentations 
into light pigmentations. With a distinctive 2 g : 

synthesis of 7 effective ingredients h t e f 

recognized to inhibit melanin production, white irm 

Gluta White & Firm lightens skin in just 

2 weeks while impeding the 

development and appearance of An intensive skin whitening and firming system created to 
freckles and age spots. A gentle sun redefine the shape of what face and body care can be. 
protection yields a thorough buffer 

from the damaging effects of the sun. Gluta White & Firm delivers the premier strength of the 
a world’s: most effective skin whitener. Glutathione blended 
Above and beyond its whitening © with L-Carnitine, Lipofirm and Clair.Blanche, revitalizes your 


attributes, Gluta White & Firm's skin, exposing the most desirable radiance and sculpted 
L-Camitine and Lipofirm components look. 


effectively aid in boosting a slimmer, 

firmer veneer. L-Carnitine, a naturally f 

occurring element found in most cells ` z ? 
Sie a ee f oa -.Be Desired. Be White. Be Firm. 
aids in promoting certain enzymes vital g $ 

in the metabolism of sugars, starches 1 

and other carbohydrates. Lipofirm, on 

the other hand, aids in the reduction of 

adipose fat (the fat found in tissue just 

beneath the skin) and has firming, 

slimming and draining effects, 


REDEFINE THE 
FACE OF BEAUTY: 


Going Beyond Skin Whitening 


Gluta White & Firm bares the sheer 
beauty of your skin, progressively and 
successfully. With the Active Whitening 
and Slimming Complex, Gluta White & 
Firm is the most potent alternative 
among whitening products. 


Gluta White & Firm redefines skin 
whitening by going beyond mere 
lightening of skin tone but working 
within and on the skin's surface to fight 
the lack of resilience and skin vitality 
due to the loss of collagen. More than 
its skin whitening attributes, Gluta 
White & Firm’s blend works with 
synergy to give you that natural, 
redefined and renewed look... fairer, 
firmer, sexier you. Skin whitening and 
firming fashion has never been mad 
easier! 


Gluta White & Firm is available in all 
leading department and drug stores 
nationwide.For more information about 
Gluta White & Firm, call 817-3303. Soap, Lotion and Oral Capsules 
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Manila FAME 


‘THE 48TH EDITION OF MANILA FAME 
International will be held Oct. 17-20. The 
event will be held at the World Trade Cen- 
ter Metro Manila, the neighboring Philip- 
pine Trade Training Center, and free- 
standing pavilions. Organized by the Cen- 
ter for International Trade Expositions and 
Missions, the export promotions arm of 
‘the Department of Trade and Industry, it 
will showcase new design ideas by local 
craftsmen and artisans. Visit www. 
manitafame.com or e-mail manilafame@ 
citem.com.ph. 


HALLOWEEN ACTIVITY. Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall and the Brick Road present 
"Wild & Wacky Halloween,” a trick-or- 
treat activity for children 12 years old 
and below on Oct. 27. To join, purchase. 
a pumpkin pail at Sta. Lucia East De- 


partment Store or Planet Toys and reg- 
ister at the mall's Customer Service 
Booth located on the ground level Phase 
lil by presenting your receipt. Registra- 
tion is until Oct. 25. First 400 children 
will be accommodated. Each kid will get 
a ticket that entitles him/her and a com- 
panion to enter the Function Hall for the 
show and join the costume contest. To 
join the Scary Evolution Costume Con- 
test, get an entry form at the Ad & Pro- 
mo Department and attach a P300 sin- 
gle or accumulated purchase receipt 
from Sta. Lucia dated Sept. 20-Oct. 24. 
Call 6815401 local 109. 


A GEM OF A PROMO. This October, dia- 
monds will shimmer with Softee's 
Sparkling Spree Promo. Women get a. 
chance to get one of 10 Eternity Dia- 
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international presents 48€ 


mond Collections from especially 
marked boxes or travel packs of Softee 
Facial Tissues. A collection includes a 
46-inch 14K Italian white-gold necklace 
with a diamond-encrusted 14K setting 
pendant paired with a diamond-encrust- 
ed 14K white-gold ring. Promo is until 
Nov. 30. 


ACTIVITY. Kids take center stage this 
October at Festival Supermall in Filicity, 
Alabang City as it holds “Tricks, Treats 
and Toddlers.” The grand finals of 
"Magic Idol 2007 Season 7" on Oct. 19 
will be presented by the Magicians 
Foundation Inc. While Mommy Acade- 
my holds its kid adventure series "Little 
Kitchen" on Oct. 20 at the Carousel. 
Court. Oct. 21 is "Internationalism Day" 
and will feature Southville International 


10.a.m.-9 p.m. Call 8503514 or visit 
www festivalsupermall. com. 


ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. The Philippine As- 
sociation for Teacher Education (PAFTE) 
will hold its 36th annual assembly on 


Oct. 23-31. The PAFTE assembly in- 
cludes The National Convention, Oct. 


23-25 at the Grand Regal Hotel, Lanang, 
Davao City, and a study tour to Australia 


on Oct. 26-31. Call 7356861 or 
7359662. 


FESTIVAL. Enchanted Kingdom will 
host the “1st Junior Chefs Festival," 
Oct. 13, 2-6 p.m. at Enchanted King- 
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School students at the Carousel Court. 

The annual Halloween costume compe- 
tition “Hallowee” will be held Oct. 31, al- 
so at the Carousel Court. Mall hours are 


dom's Launchtime Restaurant. The fes- 
tival will showcase four new recipes of 
hotdog dishes for kids 7-12 years old. 

Visit www.enchantedkingdom.com.ph. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE. Museo 
Pambata's line of Christmas cards is 
now available. Sold to help fund its Mo- 
bile Library Program, this year's line 
features selected cards from the 1997- 
2006 collections and one new design in 
packs of 10. The cards are available at 
the Museo Pambata Gift shop on Roxas 
Boulevard corner South Drive, Manila. 
For company orders (minimum of 800), 
Museo Pambata can print a short mes- 
sage and company logo (one color) at 
no extra cost. Call 5231797-98; e-mail 
mrktng@museopambata.org; or visit 
www.museopambata.org. 


BROOKE Astor, New Yorks high-society 
doyenne 


Behind many 
a successful 

hairdresser is 
a cruel parent 


FrompageDI 


the "Japayuli transsexuals who had been 
displaced from Japan, turned their excep- 
tional skill for beautifying themselves into a 
beneficial task, by hiring them as reception- 
ists in his salons. 

‘And, given how well they're made over, so 
far they've kept the salon clients wanting for 
more salon services. Not only is it helping his 
salon business, he's also given these gays, 
who've reached the end of the line, a new 
livelihood opportunity. This business idea 
must be unique in the world. 

Lasked him once why, unlike the others, he 
doesn't have a franchise chain, given his pop- 
ular branding, and have thousands of salons 
in the country. Indeed, why isn't he cashing in 
onitas much ashe can? 

“Ineng,” he said, spoken like the mother he 
believes he is, "tationg beses lang ako kumain 
sa isang araw.” That's how he puts his way of 
fighting off greed, his state of self-content- 
ment. 

Indeed, in the end, the real luxury—the 
genuine wealth—is one's feeling of self-con- 
tentment. 


Brooke Astor 

Interestingly, his story is not far off, would 
you believe, from the lessons left by New 
York's high society doyenne, Brooke Astor, 
the icon of the 20th century. Brooke died two 
months ago, at 105 years old, one of Ameri- 
ca's wealthiest women. 

Familiar with the tag "Manila's 400" or 
"New Yorks 400"? It tumed out that 
metaphor came about because the ances- 
tor—the aunt—of Brooke's husband Vincent, 
Caroline Astor, got famous for her balls and 
parties in the late 19th century. And her ball- 
room in her New York mansion could fit only 
400, all of New York's aristocracy. If you were 
not in her ballroom, you weren't part of New 
York’s 400. 

‘Vincent Astor was the son of John Jacob 
Astor, the man who became known to future. 
generations because he was the titan who 
sank with the Titanic. 

Brooke inherited the Astors’ fortune and 
presided over the $67-million-endowed Vin- 
cent Astor Foundation, which helped turn 
New York into the cosmopolitan city that it is. 
Brooke devoted the last part of her life using 
that money to build New York—from the 
Public Library, to Central Park, to the tene- 
ment homes. 

Her famous line was: "Money is like ma- 
nure, you must distribute it." 
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READY, set, shop! Get 
50-percent off on current-season 
Italian fashion goodies in Linea 
Italia’s anniversary sale. 


" * etie e 
The Philippine Coffee Board-presents 
t a ote aaah dete GA 
AS A WAY OF SAYING "GRAZIE" oce vit 

(thank you) for 25 years of successful 

fashion retailing, the Linea Italia 

Group has whipped up an outrageous- 

ly hot anniversary sale. 

Go wild over the latest collections 
from Italy, offered at 50-percent off in 
all of Linea Italia’s 10 multi-brand 
stores in Metro Manila and Cebu. The | 
offer is good while supplies last. Only 
current and new-season merchandise , 
are on sale. E 

Get hold of classic top-of-the-line 
brands and the hottest just-off-the- - 
catwalk goodies from new Italian la- 
bels. Be it a flirty top, a great pair of | 
jeans, an elegant dress or chic shoes 
‘and bags, this anniversary sale is the ' 
perfect time to update your 
wardrobe. 

Choose from the most coveted de- 
sign ideas and the modern, edgy styles 
of popular labels like Sandro Ferrone, 
Online, Cerruti, LAltra Moda, Roberto 
Cavalli, Versace Jeans Couture, Ale- 
gria, Henry Cotton’s, Pinko, Zinco, 
Pietrogrande, Byblos, Alysi, Messori, 
-Fiume;-Nanibon, Havana & Co., Al- 
cott, Divina and Upstar, among others. 

Also, check out fresh Italian labels 
making their debut in the country 
such as Sexy Woman, Angel Devil and 
Martin Box with its line of stylish coats 
and dresses. 

Linea Italia continues to pursue its 
commitment to make true Italian 
fashion easily accessible to everyone. 
Its mantra is fashion freedom that 
embraces individuality, creativity and 
daring. Indeed, individuals who are 
cosmopolitan, adventurous, who 
work hard and know how to reward | 
themselves, should not miss this 
grand sale. 

“We are happy to bring into the 
country the most-sought-after as well 
as upcoming Italian labels, enabling 
the local market to be updated with 
what's hot in the world’s fashion capi- 
tals. Because Linea Italia is a multi- 
brand store concept, we offer not just 
one, but many: brands, to choose 
from,” says the company’s top honcho, 
Freddy Panicucci. 


Check out Linea Italia's anniversary 
sale at 6750; SM Megamall; Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu); Linea Uomo (Parksquare, SM 

į Megamall, Ayala Center Cebu); Prima 
Linea (Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center Cebu); 
Corso Marconi (Marconi Street, 
Makati); and Viva (SM Cebu). 
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loaded with ultra-special 
guilt-free shopping finds that you won't easily 


find in your usual shopping 
atthe Tickled Pink haunts. Now wouldn't that be a 


treat? That's not all. The best part 
benefit bazaar about this ideal scenario is that 
shopping is virtually guilt-free. 

Yes, you heard it right. Get ready to 
swipe those credit cards and spend your 
hard-earned buck because the Tickled 
Pink benefit bazaar is back—and it’s big- 
ger and better than ever. 

Seton Friday and Saturday, Oct. 19 and 
20, 10 a.m.-10 p.m, at the Rockwell Tent, 
Makati City the benefit bazaar is a project. 
of the ICanServe Foundation, an advoca- 
cy group that empowers women with 
breast cancer and cancer-related informa- 
tion. It provides patients with free books, 
audio and video materials, special ser- 
vices like counseling, an online support 
group, early breast-cancer screening pro- 
grams, forums big and small and helps in- 
digent women on cancer treatments. 

Tickled Pink isn't your everyday bazaar, 
not just because a percentage of sales will 
help fund the advocacy's projects, but be- 
cause it will showcase rarely seen items in 
the Philippine market. These are mostly 
products for export, ranging from fashion 
wear and accessories, menswear, chil- 
dren's clothing and toys, home acces- 
sories, gifts, plus a wide array of food 
choices. 

Specially designed items from= ie 
ICanServe foundation are also up: for: 
grabs such as cancer-awareness bh 
Christmas cards, bags and a kiddy lini 
Big and Small. coy 

Bianca Araneta, who has velas 
bravely survived the big C and a 
mother who died of breast cancer, i: stg 
supporter of the advocacy. She 
events signature model.. Meam 

a S Joseph Claravall conceptualized 4 
styled a New Age Zen look rendergd-ii 
black and pink—the global breasecant«- 
cer colors. 

Fashion fiends can look forward to the 
following: top crowd-drawer Camille 
Genuino's C + G designer clothing, Eva 

Abesamis and her Marie Antoinette in- 
spired tops, V-Clothing and La Copa 
items, accessory exporters Avatar, 
legacy Crafts, Le Font and Silve 
boxs must-have accessories, - ‘to 
namea few. 
Bettina Osmefia, chairman: for 


24, the Fund Raising Committes of 
the ICanServe foundation and 
77 the Tickled Pink event, will'also 


coe 


OFF white dress 
with navy blue 
accents by La Copa 


Photography : NAVY dress with 
Jeffrey Sonora / P M gold details by La 
Photography Studio > s Copa; necklace 
Styling Ton Lao and bracelet. 
Model. 2 fi from Avatar; 
Darlene Anderson black flat shoe 
of Victo Rio with gold details 
Makeup Pia Reyes. by Butterflies in 
Canine mode! my Closet 
Tribo of White Mallow's 
Bichon Frise's 


np 
Ul 


f HANDMADE 
neckpiece by Avatar 


offer her own line of jewelry for export, 
Bijux. And The Fashion and Design Coun- 
cil of the Philippines will pool their talent 
to come up with designs catering to male 
and female customers. 

There's a little something for every- 
one—kids, nursing moms, art lovers, spa- 
holics, and even dogs included. Foodies 
can also enjoy offerings from Le Soufflé, 
the:anchor food vendor for Tickled Pink, 
and also savor Coffee Alamid. 

The event was organized by Bettina 
Osmieñà,. chairman for the fund-raising 
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AME: 


NAVY and gold 
dress byLa 
Copa; earrings 


committee, ICanServe volunteers and 
ters Ria Romero and Ina Vergel de Dios 
plus Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala, president 
of ICanServe. It was also made possible by 
Pag-ibig, Pagcor, Lifestyle Network, 
Visions Expressions, Rockwell Land, HS- 
BC, Fruit Magic, De Original Jamaican 
Pattie Shop, Goody Products Philippines, 
Inc, 92.3X FM, 105.1 Crossover, the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, PCSO. AAS 

For inquiries, call 6873942, e-mail 
icanserveQyahoo.com or visit 
www.icanserve.net 


WHITE lace dress by 
La Copa; black and 
white earrings and 
necklace by Bijux; 
black and white flat. 
shoes by Butterflies 
in my Closet 


LIGHT blue nylon 
tank top and black 
nylon pants by 
Jamoire; black flats. 
by Butterflies in my 
Closet 


Acer recommends Windows Vista® 
Home Premium. 


Its really good to enjoy life and be passionate in everything you dol Get 
FREE Genius Webcam for every Acer desktop preloaded with 
Genuine Windows Vista® operating system purchased from 

Sept. 15 - Nov30, 2007. 


What's more, each innovative Aspire desktop are equipped with the 
new Windows Vista® — from basic computing to the most advanced 
multimedia functions, whatever you need, there is the right version of 
Windows Vista® for you! 


Hurry! Go to your favorite computer stores now! 


Aspire L310-C63 


‘with Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista® Home Premium 
Powered by Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor £6300 


SRP: 59,900 (3,327.78/mo. x 18mos.) 


+ inte Core!" Duo Processor E6300, (1 86GH2/2MB L2 Cache! 1056MHz FSB) 

T Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista? Home Premium «Intel® 94662 + ICH7 
Chipset - 1GB DOR2/160G8 HDD SATA N 7200rpm «Intel® Graphics Media 
Accelerator 3000 SuperMulti DVD Dual Layer Drive « Mullin- Card Reader 
"Embedded High Definition Audio with 7.1 channel audio support» Gigabit Ethernet 
+ External modem » Acer 19" LCD Monitor — WideScreen » with external TV 
Tuner « External Speakers + USB Keyboard and USB Optical Mouse + with Acer 
Empowering Technology « One (1) year warranty on parts and labor 


Aspire M5600 

SRP: 39,900.00 (3,325/mo. x 12mos) 

‘wah Genuine Necrosolt® Windows Vista® Home Basic 

Powered by Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor £4400 (2.0GHz, 2M 800 FS8) 

+ Acer 17" LCD Monitor WideScreen » 1GB DOR2/160G8 SATA II HDD 7200rpm 
~ One (1) year waranty on pans and labor 


Aspire m1600 

SRP: 29,900.00 (2,491.67/mo. x 12mos) 

wath Genuine Mirosoli® Windows Vista® Home Basic 

Powered by intet? Pentium® Dual Core Processor £2140 (1.6GHz, 1M 800 FSB) 
+ Acer 15" LCD Monitor « 512MB DDRZ/80GB SATA I HDD 7200rpm 

* One (1) year warranty on paris and labor 


Dual-core. 
Do more. 
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specifications and complete promo details; eR Fea A Senes ot 2007 
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Tel No: 781-0581 to 84 
Tel. No: 634-7959 
Tel No; 744-5735 to 36 744-5391. 


Bridge Distribution, Inc. 
Meriton Distribution, Inc. 
Techtron Systems Corp. 
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075 interest Else 


Scatch-a-Card- Gadgets & Appliances Blowout 
42nd BPI installment Madness 


BDO Cyberzonie Tech Fair 


ECTS eal ta fl Coe et te toga. bt V eli. lanum au rud 
cee tan ct att yas comes ca cane Ea Nader Nat epee 
STEELS tear arean ne Uns Sms naw’ ans cna soe rcs ae 


Square off 


Channel Twiggy with this geometric patterned dress. 


Multiples of style 


Photography 

Doc Marlon Pecjo 
Styling Ton Lao 
Model 

Phoemela Barranda. 
Makeup Mich Lim 
Fashions Promod 
Shot on location 

at W Tower's 
Model Unit 

at MC Home Depot, 
the Fort 


Burple 
passion 
Don fun, 
psychedelic 
fashions with this 
violet bi-abric 


pink drop earrings. 


OR A WOMAN'S WARDROBE 
E to be exceptional, it has to 
have variety. It should hold 
everything from leisure pieces to- 
the pièce de résistance, that special 
ensemble reserved for the most ele- 
gant of evenings. It also has to con- 
sist of dependable monotones and 
playful, vibrant items that can 
make a woman stand out from the 
oh-so-homogeneous metro crowd. 
Promod, a French fashion giant, affords 
its customers just this kind of diversity. 
Fashionable options are limitless each 
time the brand introduces its latest collec- 
tions. 
Promod started out as a modest family 
business in France in 1975. Its first bou- 


tique was dedicated to the production and 
retail of very original ready-to-wear items 
and fashion accessories for women. 

In the '90s, Promod expanded out of 
France and established stores in the Middle 
East and Russia. Its growth in Asia started 
in 2006 when branches opened in Shang- 
hai and Beijing. Soon, stores were also set 
up in Thailand and Indonesia. The Philip- 
pines joined the list when, in 2007, a Pro- 
mod branch opened in Manila. Now with 
over 600 outlets in over 40 countries, Pro- 
mod continues to grow to satisfy its world- 
wide clientele. 

‘The brand caters to modern, active and 
confident women who want nothing less 
than the best in design and quality, comfort 
and affordability, in items that are never too 
classic or too trendy. 

The success of Promod comes from its 
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Relive the swinging "60s in this colorful Pucci-esque dress. 


design teams’ resourcefulness and inex- 
haustible creative energy. The teams con- 
tinuously search the world for design inspi- 
rations and the best clothing materials. 

Meanwhile, Promod's in-house clothing 
design department produces around 4,000 
models of ready-to-wear garments every 
season, making up its four main collec- 
tions: leisure, casual, city wear and formal. 
The brand also designs accessories like fine 
leather articles and jewelry for more formal 
occasions. 

The collections offer endless possibilities 


raphic 


for mixing and matching and are deter- 
mined by current fashion trends. And 
while Promod may produce thousands of 
items every season, the inventive designs 
create room for women to pair off the 
most up-to-date pieces with previous and 
upcoming fashion styles. 


Promod is located at TriNoma Mall and 
Ayala Center Cebu, and is set to open in SM 
Cebu in November and in other locations 
in Manila. 


Take a step back into history with this graphic '60s dress. 
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Anne Curtis is the new 
face of Freeway, 
abrand known for its 


fun, hip and colorful 
clothes that come with 
affordable price tags 


EXCITING NEWS FOR EVERY FAST-PACED 
fashionistal Freeway has undergone con- 
struction and now has a racy, fresh look. 
From its lustrous metallic-font sign that 
shines against a crisp white background to 
its modernized interiors—custom-made 
stainless sculptured modules and padded 
leather walls with rhinestone quilts and ! 
bright lighting—the 
flirty and feminine 
fashion label now 
radiates a radically 
cool new personali- 


Freeway is known 
for its fun, hip and 
colorful clothes that | 
come with afford- 
able price tags. The 
brand has been fear- 
less in breaking out 
of the box and tak- 
ing chances. This 
time, it gives the 
green light to a 
young and relatively 

Epperson new designer, Mel 
Orlina. | 

Mel is the anointed designer for Free- | 
way's latest holiday collection. Though she 
may be a relatively new name in the indus- 
try, Mel is no stranger to art as she is in fact 
the grandniece of globally renowned Fil- 
ipino glass sculptor Ramon Orlina. Her 
Journey to the fashion superhighway began 
‘with a six-year stint in advertising, where 
she got exposed to graphic design and 
styling on advertising projects here and | 
abroad. The road eventually took her to | 
fashion design, where she has unleashed | 
her passion and flair for style. 

Mel took different courses in DLSU Col- 
lege of Fashion, then strengthened her 
knowledge with more courses in Central 
Saint Martins in London. She says she de- 
signs with aesthetics and femininity in 
mind. 

“Ise to it that my creations are wearable 
but definitely individual. I don’t make 
clothes that myself can't wear. I believe the 
designer is always a part of the clothes she 
makes. I like being a girl and it shows in the 
clothes I make.” 

Her designs have evolved from decon- 
structed pieces to classic, well-tailored cre- | 
ations. She gets inspiration from anything 
she considers beautiful. Among her influ- | 
ences are Vionnet, for all those crazy folds; 
Coco Chanel, for her infinite femininity; 
Marc Jacobs, for his eye for color; and 
Vanessa Bruno, for her signature chic. 

For her Freeway collection, Mel used the | 
holiday-bright colors of pomegranate red, | 
young grape, emerald green, sea teal, with 
touches of black, white and gray. Pleating 
and ruching are rendered in a more casual 
way as a tribute to the great Parisian de- 
signers. 

With the theme “French chic," Mel drew 
inspiration from “Amélie” (played by Au- 
drey Tatou) as her muse. "I can easily imag- 
ine her wearing the clothes. The person 
who wears this collection is a girl who likes | 
to be pretty but is not too fussy about it. | 
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[ior Chelo Banal-Formoso 


The tradition 
of luxury 


Guts 


SINCE 1952 


lordeilo beauty 


She'll probably mix it with her 

and style it her own way. I love Paris and all 
that it represents, and 1 want that to be re- 
flected in the clothes.” 

‘Another head-turning headline for Free- 
way is its latest muse, actress Anne Curtis, 
who fits the label to a tee with her belief 
that “fashion is freedom of style.” 

‘Anne was recently named one of the 
country's best-dressed by a leading fashion 
magazine. Today, you'll see her as the new 
face of Freeway. 

Here she shares her fashion influences 
and news about her projects: 

Describe your personal style. 

Ireally don't go along with any trend. My 
style depends on the mood I'm in. Some- 
times I'l be all girly, the next classic, then 
all of a sudden punk or rocker chick. I also 
like to feel comfortable in what Im wear- 
ing. 

Do you seek advice from anyone when 
it comes to fashion? Do you have style in- 
fluences? 

I browse through magazines a lot to look 
at different styles. I like Mischa Barton and 
‘Audrey Hepburn in terms of fashion. 

What kind of shopper are you? What's 
the most expensive and the cheapest 
thing you've bought? 

Tve learned not to be so impulsive nowa- 
days. I choose the things I buy and make 
sure they're things I can use through the 
years. My most expensive purchase would 
be my very first Chanel bag. The cheap- 
est—earrings worth P50! Bargain! 

What are the top three things every 
girl should have in her closet? 

Jeans, anice white top and a black dress. 

Is there anything you don't like about 
yourself or your body? 

Iwish sometimes that I were tallet. 

What's the best part of your job? And 
the worst? 

The best partis it's a whole education and 
a never-ending learning experience. Plus I 
get to travel and meet new people every day. 
The worst partis the lack of privacy. 

Have you always wanted to be an ac- 
tress? If you were not an actress, what 
would you be? 

Ive always wanted to be a lawyer or a 
catwalk model. But now that I'm in this 
business, acting has become a passion, al- 
though if I wasn't an actress Td probably be 
alawyer. 

What's your most miéiiorable role or 
movie project? 

Every role is significant to me because I 
give my 100 percent all the time. But of 
course my first will always be memorable 
because it was just that—my first-ever dive 
into the business. 

‘What are your upcoming projects? 

Tm taping for a new teleserye and shoot- 
ing a new movie with Aga Muhlach. 

How does it feel to be the new image 
model of Freeway? How has it been so 
far? 

Tm so excited and happy to be the new 
model of Freeway. It’s so much fun and I 
love all the new clothes. Its some! 


deu 


Doe-eyed ingenue 


What is it about Freeway that you like? 
What do you think sets apart Freeway from 
other brands? 

Ilove Freeway because whatever moods you 
might be in, it has the clothes to match them. It's 
different because it doesn't stick to one style; it's 
mot too safe. The brand always changes and rein- 
vents its clothes, and it doesn't go with the trend 
but with the style. And that’s exactly how I am 
with my clothes. 


E-mail the author at jfashion Ginquirer.com.ph 


pirit — 


Visit Freeway outlets in Glorietta 1, SM North 
Edsa, Robinsons Place Manila, Robinsons Place 
Novaliches, Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Metro 
East, Festival Supermall Alabang, SM Southmall, 
SM Super Center Sucat, SM Pampanga (Annex), 
Abanao Square-Baguio, Alimall-Cubao, SM Ba- 
coor, SM Bicutan, SM Lucena, Pavillion Mall-La- 
guna, SM Megamall, SM Marilao, Limketkai 
Mall-CDO, Ayala Cebu, Alabang Town Center, Ed 
sa Central, SM Iloilo, SM Dasmariñas, SM 
Fairview, Market! Market!, Chimes Mall-Davao, 
SM Batangas, SM San Lazaro, TriNoma: Check 
out www freeway.net.ph for more details 


` * 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2007 { F 3| 


“Zunic, by far, has the 

most effective and 

relaxing slimming treatments 
(with immediate and lasting 
results) I’ve ever experienced!” 


— Authentic customer statement, 22 March 2007 
(not a paid endorsement) 


It's not easy for hearty eaters to diet. Everyone knows 
how agonizing it is to deprive yourself of food! It is no 
less difficult when you're overweight; all that extra weight 
dangerously accelerates your heart rate, which may put 
you at risk from heart failure. 


Fortunately, the latest advances in medical technology 

, Make it possible to lose weight and actually shape your 

Ti-hody without exercise, dieting, pills, injections, or painful 
surgery. 


[ot me 

{Thanks to the exclusive Zunic Methodology", fat can 

‘Snow be literally melted away using a variety of Sophisticated 
quipment that noninvasively reaches under the skin and 
issolves stubborn fat deposits. 


V = Botore treatment Mor 45 minutos 


Since no two people are alike, no two Zunic programs 

re exactly the same. Each program is individualltallored 
to meet your time constraints, and to achieve your personal 
objectives. 


That's why more and more busy people |: 
come to Zunic. We aim to deliver 
immediate shaping and toning results 
(often times in as little as 45 minutes), | 
with as lite fuss as possible. 


Visit us today to discover what Zuric can 
sinning bod ee do for you Were open daly (Monday to 
slimmin ody sculptin unday) from Bam to 8pm. 
9 yecuiping Consultations are free, and are held in 

strict confidence. 


Gentlemen appreciate Zunic's 
Erase unsightly stretch marks! results-oriented approach ta 


h Body scülpng tool 
Get a FREE Firmage™ treatment 
when you enroll on or before October 19, 2007. 
Per OTI NCR Permit No. 3580 S 


Fashionable flapper MAKATI: 752-0600 or 752-0601 Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia 7912 Makati Avenue, Makati City. 
QUEZON CITY: 374-0600 or 374-0800 Ground Floor, New Grange Building 32 Timog Avenue, Quezon City. 
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The Liz Clairborne 
Fall 2007 collection 
is both modern 

and timeless 


‘THE SIMPLE SOPHISTICATION and 
low-key chic of the Fall 2007 line is 
created from a fashion sensi- K 
bility that is distinct and 
fresh. 

The heritage of Liz Clai- 
borne is fashionable, versa- 
tile, high quality clothing 
with a distinctly modern 
point of view that is time- 
less. The Fall 2007 line car- 
ries that heritage forward 
and takes it to an entirely 
new level of affordable de- 
signer clothing with mod- 
em shapes, luxe fabrics 
and distinctive details. 

Silhouettes. Architec- 
tural simplicity precise tai- 
loring and new propor- 
tions are key for this col- 
lection. A-line, voluminous 
dresses, shifts, trapeze 
sweaters, cropped jackets and 
topper coats over slim pants or 
slouchy trousers define the 
look of the season. 

Color. Color and print are 
more subdued. All shades of 
grey and taupe are important, 
highlighted by flashes of 
green, yellow, teal, coral and 
orange. 

Fabrics. Luxurious textures 
and the importance of shine 
create newness. Felted wools 
contrast with silk charmeuse, 


UPPA 


JAVA nylon 
jacket with 
faux-leather 


print long- 
sleeve top; and 
herringbone 
tweed skirt 


SMOKE- 
GRAY silk 
mesh dress 


| 9] 


E 
supple. leather 
lightweight gauzes. 
Details, The magic is in the mix, pairing 
dark against light, shine with matte. Pin- 
tucks, pleats and gathering add soft struc- 
ture while oversized snaps and belts neat- 
lytic up the season's best looks, 
Accessories. Take a shine to acces- 
sories this season with patents that pop 
in unexpected hues. Clutches are clas- 
sic yet modern in oversized silhou- 
ettes, Pretty pleating details and 
signature hardware create a look 
that is distinctly feminine. 


and shearling with 


Liz Claiborne is exclusively dis- 
tributed by Stores Specialists, Inc. 
with shops at Rustan's Makati, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, The Pow- 
er Pant Mall and TriNoma. 


BLACK silk 
charmeuse 
halter top and 
black wool 
sateen slim-leg 


DARK-ASPHALT 


wool sharkskin 
belted shift dress 


babyface The playlist Tour 


Meet & Greet 

plus Autograph Signing 

October 12, 2007 Friday 
30pm 


buyers wall got a 
Hho CDs signed by 


hance to have 
Babylace 


DPD ATT 


BLACK wool sateen A-line 
jacket; white wool gauze 
id black wool 

sateen slim-leg pants 


‘Color-coded 


The DKNY Men’s Fall 
2007 collection 


NEW YORK BLACKOUT. IT GOES EVERY- 
where and goes with everything. For city 


men, black is not an option, it's a way of 
life. Day or night. As an accent, in layers or 
head to toe. There simply isn't anything 
better. 

DENY celebrates the ease and sophistica- 
tion of wearing black. Pieces are modern, 
textured and cut with an edge. The thing 
about a black-based wardrobe is it 
works—wherever, however, forever. 

Black and blue. The iconic pieces he 
needs in the colors he loves, The new soft- 
shouldered jackets have attitude and pur- 
pose—the cool luxe of a lightweight dou- 
bleface balmacaan, the ease of overdyed 
cord jacket, the sport of a 3-in-1 nylon 
anorak, to the grit of a city-transit denim. 
Patterned shirts go from laundered to 
dress, pants are slim or relaxed, and knits 
are as sporty as a bonded pique jersey or as 
classic as a fitted fine merino and cashmere 
V-neck. 

Gray matters. Black offset with the soft- 
ness of gray or camel, Pavement-inspired 


THIS Fall, 
offseta 
black-based 
wardrobe with 
masculine 
neutrals 


textures like mélanges and tweeds cozy up. 
wintry layers. A nylon baseball jacket wears 
with anything, while a doubleface peacoat 
dresses up or down. 

Moleskin adds a casual softness, be it in 
an elbow-patch jacket or top coat. Shirts 
add a crisp flash of white, while sweaters 
are luxe and lush, like the cashmere cable. 
cardigan or alpaca pullover. 

Brownout. The quickest way to warm up 
black? With layers of brown. Sleek and so 
phisticated dark-chocolate textures dress 
up black essentials—a buttery leather jack 
et, tweed zip blazer, velvet blazer, double: 
breasted angora and cashmere coat, Shirts 
accent in shades of pink by way of jacquard 
and dobby prints. And to really warm 
things up, throw on a hand-knit cardigan or 
pullover in bright red or essential black. 

‘The luxe jersey bar. DKNY raises the bar 
with a cashmere jersey bar where cashmere 
has the offhandedness of a T. Comfort is re- 
defined in five dazzling colors—insignia, 
electric-blue, green, yellow and, of course, 
black. These jersey-siyle pullovers are lined 
in gray T-shirting, for a look that's as sporty 
asitis irresistible to the touch. 

DKNY is exclusively distributed by Stores 
Specialists Inc., with shops in Greenbelt 4, 
Power Plant Mall Rockwell, Rustan's 
Makati and 158 Designers’ Blvd. 
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Photography Pocholo ig- 
nacio 

Makeup Sabs Hernandez 
Hair Jake Galvez and. 
Buern Rodriguez of Tony 
Galvez Salon Using L'Oreal. 
Professionel 

Model Hillary Choo 


"What inspired me to 
create this look using 
Lancóme's Destiny Cube 
was the whimsical feel 
that it expresses with the 
palette's name, "Charis- 
ma." I started by wash- 
ing the entire lid with its 
light violet shadow with 
silver flecks, and defined 
the creases and her lash 
lines with its olive green 
shadow. wanted to give 
her a natural flush by ap- 
plying Blush Subtil #3, 
concentrating mainly on 
her cheekbones, and us 
ing the same light pink 
shadow for highlighting 
the cheeks. 

For a polished and 
feminine look, I created 
a lovely sheer pout by 
moisturizing with the 
light pink balm, and top- 
ping it with its deep wine 
gloss that comes with the 
palette. I finished the 
look by applying 2 coats 
of Virtuose Mascara on 
her lashes, to give her a 
lustrous, seductive look 
that keeps the focus on 
the eyes"—Sabs Her- 
nandez 


Makeup Gela Laurel 
Hair Jake Galvez and 
Buern Rodriguez of 
Tony Galvez Salon. 
Using L'Oreal Profes- 
sionel 

Model Kirby Basken 


“Using Beige, a dark 
and exotic collec- 
tion, I patterned my 
look on women in 
the 20s. I used 
Teinte Renergie lift 
08 foundation for a 
perfect base. For 
drama, I concentrat- 
ed on the eyes and 
kept everything else 
simple. To create the 
block of shadow, I 
first smudged wa- 
terproof kohl in 
raisin noir all the 
way to the crease. 
For a perfect con- 
tour, I chose Destiny 
Cube in Charisma 
and blended it up- 
ward, toward the 
outer corners of the 
eyes. Then, I used 
the lighter color for 
the brow bone. I al- 
so used kohl orien- 
tal duo around the 
rims using the dark 
side out and the 
light side in. Two 
coats of Lextreme 
mascara finish off the eyes. I used the pale nude pink lip (that comes with the cube) 
to complement the look."—Gela Laurel 


Makeup Robbie Pinera 
Hair Raymond Santiago 
for L'Oreal Professionel 
Model Jess Wilson 


"My take on the classic 
red lip is coordinating 
it with a more defined 
eye. Keeping every- 
thing streamlined 
makes this classic yet 
dramatic look sexier. 
After using the Hy- 
drazen — neurocalm 
moisturizer, I chose a 
matte base (Teinte 
idole ultra). 

“I applied a soft 
wash of the darker 
shade in the Charisma 
destiny cube, followed 
by brown waterproof 
kohl around the rims. 
To finish it off, I used 
color fever shine Devil 
in Red for that red 
pout."—Robbie Pinera 


[Unknown to us, or because we take 
them for granted, our joints make our 
daily ives a celebration. Our weltoited 
knees and elbows allow us to sit stand, 
Walk. run, jump and enjoy the big and 
little movements we need to complete 
‘our day But injury and wear and tear 
cause these joints to give way — and 
Usherin pain That's why our Department 
cf Orthopedic Surgery is committed to 
caring fac your joints wholly and totally 
from diagnosis and treatment to 
rehabilitation and recovery. 


and experts offer a wide variety of 
surgical procedures (from simple 
arthroscopy to total joint replacement 
of the hip, knee, shouldes and elbow). 
cis uc wish that your joints functi 
be restored — and you wil resume the 
activities you were meant to enjoy with 
your family pain free, 


For inquiries please cal 

THE JOINT REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
Tel No. (632) 771-9000 to 02 local 8066. 
Mobile No. (63927) 673-6900 

Fax No. (622) 826-5261 

Emad jeinsreplacement@asianhaspitateam, 


23 
= 


For feedback, ell ur at iestyle@lnquirercomph 


Iasked Lancéme’s 


‘Website: werwingulerneitstle 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer life name/age/citylmessage to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


makeup artists to use 


their autumn palette 


to enhance three 
different beauties 


HE “NO MAKEUP 

makeup" look is 

one of my fa- 
vorites. It's also one of the 
most reliable looks in 
beauty today. 

Every girl should master her 
very own natural enhancing 
routine, be it curling one's lash- 
es, painting on some blush or 
tinted lip gloss and adding mas- 
cara. Yes, it is that simple. Al- 
though others may require a 
few more steps, the result is al- 
ways a fresher, more radiant 
you. 

T asked Lancóme's makeup 


Rara 
Ria Francisco- 
Prieto 


artists to use their fall palette 
and glam up three different 
beauties. As much as the “no 
makeup makeup” look is great, 
it is also good to know when to 
turn up that oomph factor for a > 
night out, a formal event, or just 
to change one’s look some- 
times. 

‘An element of surprise and 
sophisticated drama never 
hurts anyone. Besides, I find it 
to be the least expensive way to 
play dress-up. 

Here are three glam fall looks 
and how to achieve them. Take 
your pick and make them your 
own. 


HOUSE & LOT 
For as low as P16,500 
a month 
| or P 20,900 a month 
with an 
OUTDOOR JACUZZI 


Emu a 
i mald 4s 


ep 
TAGAYTAY 
IViewiclian 


SS 


FOR INQUIRIES CALL : 807.8405/8078414 OR 
EMAIL : sales@asialeisureland.com 


Ed 


ASIAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 


2205 Civic Drive, Fllnvest Corporate Ciy Alabang, Muntinlupa City (786, Philippines 
TeL Na (632) 771-9000 to 02 + Fax (632) 874-5761 E-mail info@asianhospkal.com + wwwasianhospitaLeom. 


finish line 


hen the Sinag Solar Car rolls out onto Australia's 
Wes for the prestigious World Solar Challenge 

on October 21 to 28, it will be carrying with it the 
hopes and dreams of the Filipino people for a cleaner and 
brighter future. As the Philippines' first ever entry to the 
WSC, Sinag is a shining symbol of our national pride, as well 
as a momentous embodiment of Filipino capability and the 
will to achieve. 


‘The WSC was conceptualized ing teams from research and 


in 1987 by Danish adventurer educational institutions from group of dedicated faculty and Miguel Corporation, Shell, Sun- Beating the odds for a ence, the drivers and the rest 
Hans Thorstrup, the Bepa us = = ae = students from the Mechanical Power, U-Freight, and Ventus. cleaner environment of Team Sinag are confident 
to circumnavigate Australia tralian Tourism Minister Jane a enia ^ 
with a 164oot open boat and LomaxSmith Engine e Fm abn tarda and As _ After months of preparation What makes it all worthwhile 
the first to co-drive the world's A ing Departments of De La Salle sociates, JWT, CreAsis, Merrit 2nd weeks of training, Team for Team Sinag is the fact that 
first solar car, The Quiet Achiev- Paving the way University-Manila, with the sup- Partners, Tuason Racing School, Sinag has come a long wayina they're all doing this for a 
er, across the continent. Since for the future port of Ford Group Philippines, Gochermann Solar Technology, Yey Short time, but there'salot cause, Sinag is about opting 
then, hundreds of reams across A the 20th WSC this year Motolite, Philippine Anes, San and Sarwors Eri ire for a cleaner environment 
the globe have joined this re- the rules have been upgraded > 7 2 it si through use of solar energy 
uoksHie ra A soa odo cox wipes té wey foe more come ‘Sinag is about opting for a cleaner e es ae zn cnn n e 
lar-powered cars from 21 coun- fortable and practical solar car n à they can convince more peo- 
Be will prises. bs designs that could, with litle environment through use of solarenergy meer: es ee pleto EMO EG es by ER 
ead in this years grueling jb the basis i b ing on the World Solar Chal 
D fun Hom Darwin medie berome he bais ^ OndTeamSinagknowsfhattheycan the sight team fori Theyre all Jange. Sina lend diver Eri 
Adelaide. the future A ,.. gung-hoand ready to dowhat's Tan speaks for everyotié whe 
“The WSC is inspired by ad- an convince more people to make that Choice needed to make the country he says, “We're all set to take 
d feled by the eet ee proud” he chall d show th 
venture and fueled by the spirit scratch to these specifications, A io) eee, on the challenge and show the 
of friendly competition, attract- the Sinag solar RE RIEN by taking on the World Solar Challenge Despite their lack of experi- world what Filipinos can do 


SINAG IS MORE THAN A CAR - IT'S A 


team of dedicated people behind the 
car’s design, construction, testing, 
and operation. Composed of students 


from De La Salle University-Manila, ase S 
‘Team Sinag highlights the dedication 

and passion of the youth to promote a 

greener, cleaner future. 


Robert Obiles <= = Martin S — : 

7 Overall team leader ^7» n Sy-Quia Mico Villena "Fernandez 
Head driver An Eagle Scout since high school, Shell team leader n Technical team leader 
Eric is proficientin many sports, including basket- Robert knows first-aid, signaling, and This talented student heads the Sec- — Mechanicalteam leader  muiti-talented Kaiser knows how to beatbox 
ball, soccer, and badminton, just to name a few. other outdoor skills. He plays bad- ond Violin section of the DLSU Cham- As president of DLSU's Mechanical En- and play a host of sports, on top of his love for 
He's a self-confessed motorsports enthusiast, tech minton and practices wushu. Anex- ber Ensemble. His other talents in- gineering Society, Mico is well-placed to engineering. He also spends time teaching cat- 
‘geek, gym fanatic, and “a good DVD marathoner". pert programmer, he won top prize in clude writing and fiberglass-working. head the nuts-and-bolts boys of Team echism to kids. He's looking forward to getting 
‘Despite his rigorous physical training, he's alsoa a recent computer programming com- Sinag was his first time to "mess with Sinag - and still manages to bea Dean's an autograph from the Delft University of Tech- 
consistent recipient of DLSU's Jose Rizal Award petition. Because of Sinag, he now has chemicals on such a big project," he Lister while he's at it. He enjoys draw- nology's Nuon Solar Team, which has won the 
and always enjoys reading a good book. ‘a growing fascination with cars. sheepishly confides. ing, singing, and dancing. WSC three times in a row. 


| CASH IN AND MAX OUT! 


ON USED BATTERIES . 


Don’t throw them away. Get the most out of your used motorcycle / 


fat /truck / jeep / heavy equipment batteries. Trade them in at 
Go 


2%" your nearest Motolite dealer to get instant cash or big, big discounts 
when you purchase new Motolite batteries. Authorized Motolite 


dealers offer best value for your used batteries. 
AUTOMOTIVE BATTERY MOTORCYCLE BATTERY 


LM7 250.00 DIN88 610.00 | | 12N10-38-P405.00MF9-B P 87.00 
NS40 300.00 G58 520.00 | | 12N12-38-7-112.00MF7A-8 P 78.00 
N40/1SN/NS60 P390.00 G65 450.00 | | 12N9-38 > 70.00MF5L-B > 57.00 
NS50/1SM P430.00 G34 550.00 | |6N4-2A ‘P 24.00MF4L-B > 46.00 
N50/2SM 500.00 N100/6SM 820.00 | |5N4-4D  25.0082.5L P 32.00 
N70/3SM P600.00 N120/2D 4,060.00 | | 6N6é-38 $ 27.00815CL-5p-155.00 
DIN44 P360.00 N150/4D 4,280.00 | | 83. P 39.00 
DINSS 400.00 N200/8D 1,610.00 | | 841 P 45.00 
DIN66 ‘460.00 PT110 $ 820.00 | | 55. P 58.00 


Trade-In value as of October 8,2007: 


Do your share in saving the environment A joint project of: 


Used batteries can be harmful to the environment when handled and disposed 
off improperly. Let's do our share by directing used batteries only to authorized 
Motolite dealers. Batteries traded in a Motolite dealer assure you that these are 


recycled by the country's only ISO-14001 certified and environmentally compliant | BATTERY WORLD INC. HEAD OFFICE 
E 


"PE: 
recycling facility, Philippine Recyclers, Inc. You get maximum value for your used faa pum 4 CUSTOMER SERVICE 

il ji i ji ling- (ous) S5 
battery while protecting the environment for future generations. So start trading ——— — BALIK BATERYA HOTLINE 
in those batteries now. 


he Ford Focus is à superb driver's car with one delightful yet frugal engi 
--^Jason Ang, contributor, Manila Bulletin, August 3 1. 2007. : 
"Tn 2 i “Passengers were constantly amazed. “Pare they’ ait 
; "Drew Asuncion, contributor, Top.Gear, A 2007 issue 


"There has never been a car in this class that provides so much power, fuel efficiency, 
ind features; and to top it all of is very affordable.” - ~ 
. "Brian Afuang, editor, Manila Times, July 31 2007... 


"^| love the power to weight ratio of the TDCi. With so much power, I never need to wait: 
imes Deakin, host, Counterflow, NU107 i 


"The Ford Focus TDCi is a car that makes the 
of a diesel passenger car more accéptablé.” 1.77 : 
“Andre Palma, columnist, Philippine Daily Inquirer, August.22.2007, "=: 


T "The new Ford Focus does not fail to excite me everytime I drive it? 
ouie Ysmael, restaurateur, NUVO 
: Sep “The Ghia 1.8L sedan has the full nine yards.” : 
rx -Tito Hermoso, editor, C! Magazine. Business World, August 29 2007 
Abie Aies 7 quar ^ “This car pretty much lives up to the hype.” Copes cds HUE 
ree — “Dong Magsajo, editor, The Philippine Star; September 282007 
se. The new Ford Focus is surprisingly fast, with the 1.8L engine as the new entry level ` CNN MATES 
ind-the Turbo Diesel at the top of the-range.” 
-Dominic Ochoa, 


Ceu 


SAN MIGUEL 
CORPORATION 


The rave reviews keep on coming for the new Ford Focus. Whether you pick the new 1.8L Trend 4-door/5-door, 1.8L Ghia, or the 20L Turbo Diesel, the amazing pace 
of the Ford Focus makes it such a catch at prices starting from Php759,000. 
Experience first hand what everyone's talking about. When you call 889FORD (3673) or visit a dealership near you, ask about our *09b interest rate plan. 


ford.com.ph Make Every Day Exciting 


roe sar en Ode 9:33, 2007 en Per DTENCR Perm No SO, Senes c 2007 
Center, Té Ne: 7442222 Ford Shaw, Tel Ne: 717-0888, Ford Dagupan, Tel No:(075)5222222 = Ford SM Lipa, Batangas, Telax (043) 7235759 
p “Ford Batangas, Telex (043) 7235759 "Ford Pampanga, Té No: (45) 962-5202 + Ford Cebu, Tel No: (032) 231-9100 
ord Cmmmonweath Te Na: 9529118 ^ Ferd Cabanatuan, Tel No: (044) 468011 Ford San Pablo, Tel No: (049) 5628324 “Ford Iolo, Tel No: 033) 321335152 
C OA EDSA To Na Ted ; Tat (044) 4639600 “Fora Bacolod, Tees (034 4470865 + Ford Cagayan de Oro, Tel No: (08) 655-9511 
: s Ford Cavite, TeL No: (D46) 22040 aad 34) 447-0115 rd Davao, Te No: (982) 234-1111 


"appkabie o Ferd Focus 20L or 18L 


R i 
AP 


Nature's bounty provides us with the means to a better life. Among its many gifts, water is one of the most valuable resources. 


This is the reason why Shell supports the La Mesa Watershed Reforestation Program. After all, the La Mesa Watershed is one of 
the major water sources of Metro Manila. Maintaining its Forest is vital to sustaining the water levels inthe watershed as well as assuring 
us of clean air. 


In caring for our environment, we nurture our future. jhe true spirit behind the Shell La Mesa Watershed Reforestation Program. 


Shell. A better world. A better life. a — 
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HAD SOMEONE TOLD ME 10 Tenor 

years ago that one day there There are two pain factors to 

would be a way to slim down, deal with related to this treat- 

tone up and get close to obtain- ment—building up of heat dis- 

ing the body of your dreams comfort and wallet pain! A ses- 

without pain and blood loss] — ,. sion costs P10,000 and is 

‘would not have believed it. Kinny Salas spaced every two weeks and it 

With my wedding coming up J takes six to eight sessions for re- 

and literally no time to go to the sults to start showing. This 

gym, I am currently trying the  giene-consciouslikemethatmy serves to burn fat in targeted ar- 

available slimming treatments pads won't touch anyone’s body eas only and success is mea- 

that promise faster results at a but mine, so I don't catch any- sured in inch loss on the specific 

minimum amount of time. This thing through someone else's spot being treated. 

first stop is at the Belo clinic bad habits. My experience: Grid marks 

Medical Plaza branch in Makati. My experience: I was led into via an indelible ink marker 

Machines recommended to me: a private treatment room, asked were used to draw squares on 

Biosculpt and Tenor. to strip down to my undies and my stomach and cold gel was 

Biosculpt: a 30 to 45-minute wrap a towel around my torso. slathered on my tummy pretty 

treatment that is done two to As I lay down, my aesthetician soon after my Biosculpt treat- 

three times a week fora total of Chelle stuck  octopus-looking ment. A gun with a metal orb 

42 sessions, which is the mini- cords all over my stomach on the tip was swirled all over 

mum number for results to above the muscles. Electric cur- my tummy and, since it was 

show. The cost is P1,500 per rents target the muscles the mo- still numb from the Biosculpt, 1 i 

session, but there is an initial ment the machine is tumed On. had a pretty high heat toler- BIOSCULPT tones muscles 

payment of P3,000 for a set of There isa starting-point setting, ance at first. One minute was intensively while you take a nap. 

12 pads to be used over and but try to go higher so results allotted per square of the area. 

over again by you alone. This is will be faster. Iwas several num- Cold gel was used as buffer for chines in two hours maximum. 

to assure those who are hy- bers higher than usual and my the Infrared heat that burns fat Chelle cleaned out the grid 
assistant would leave and raise without damaging surface tis- marks from my tummy and as I 
the current. After every adjust- sue. stood up I noticed my stomach 
ment, my back and buttocks You could feel the metal orb was flatter and I could not stick 
would literally rise up from the heating up. Ifyou react, the aes- it out far. 
bed due to the muscle contrac- hetician will lift it off you, then Perhaps it's the muscle con- 
tions. Toward the last few min- resume treatment till the trol from the Biosculpt. My E 
utes, I felt a pinching sensation minute is up for that spot. clothes fit so much better, too. N W f mand 
at my side as if that part would Apparently I had higher heat Final instructions: Tenor re- 
tear. I told Chelle about it and tolerance on the left side but quires you drink at least 10 
she readjusted the position to would yelp atlesstime intervals glasses of water daily to flush — WHEN THE FACE SHOP able prices, the brand has be- 
prevent blisters. Electrical puls- and temperature on the right out toxins and fat. opened its first Philippine come a fave among celebs 
es feel like ants are crawling on side. Side effects: Slightly oily branch in Glorietta 3 in July and beauty junkies alike. 
you; the sensation isnormal but ^ Tip: It helps to watch the stool the next day from Tenor 2006, the only thing familiar With the success of the 
the pinching feeling is not.Idid timer on the machine to see if and painful abdominal muscles | t most Pinoy mallrats was Glorietta branch, franchise 
an equivalent of about 350 in- you can beat it and how long from Biosculpt. the face of Koreanovela star owner Suyen ‘Corp. (of 
tense abdominal crunches on you can stand the heat. I found I have yet to come back for kwon Sang Woo smiling Bench fame) opened new 
the lower, upper and side ab- myself yelping less and even succeeding sessions. Wish me down from the stores branches in rapid succession 
dominals simultaneously in ^ completed the full minute luck! posters. at SM Mall of Asia, Bonifacio 
40-minute span. When it was without yelping on some d 


"— aaa itt 


‘THE FACE Shop is now open in Rockwell, Power Plant Mall. 


i 5 j But it wasn't long before High Street, Bonifacio Glob- 
TENORinchlossfat-burning done I was immediately at- spots. Email the author at kin- -this No. 1 Korean cosmetic al City, Robinsons Galleria, 
brand gained popularity in Citywalk 2, Eastwood City, 
the local market. In just a lit- Shoppesville Arcade, Green- 


aE Ti tle over a year since we first hills Shopping Center, Ala- 
caught sight of The Face bang Town Center; TriNoma, 
Shop's bright, modern fa- Shangri-La Plaza — (the 
cade, this beauty boutique biggest branch to date), The 
seems to have cropped up all Podium; SM Megamall, SM 
over the metro. Now ithas19 North Edsa The Block, SM 
branches, to be exact. Fairview and SM City Pam- 
Ever hungry for the best panga. 


machine fached tottie anos I was done with both ma- mysalasQyahoo.com 


and freshest trends, curious Just last month, The Pace 


customers quickly discovered Shop opened its newest 
The Face Shop's enticing ar- branches at Power Plant 
M rayofmakeup and nail colors Mall, SM Sucat and SM 


in the season’s latest shades. Southmall. In line with 
' The shop also features sever- Suyen Corporation's vision 
al skincare lines, all made to make the brand accessible 
from natural products with to the entire Philippines, The 
the most sophisticated tech- Face Shop is also now open 
nology. at SM City Bacolod and Ay- 
Whitening? Anti-aging? ala Center Cebu. 
Pimple-busting? Smoothen- The Face Shop is so in de- 
ing and softening? Bodyslim- mand with chie Cebu 
ming? Yes, The Face Shop has denizens that another 
the answer to your every branch is slated to open this 
beauty desire. Best of all, The November at SM City Cebu. 
Face Shop's products are spe- Says Bryan Lim, VP for busi- 
cially formulated for Asian ness development of Suyen 
skin, thus catering to our own Corp., “We plan to have a to- 
skin types and tones. tal of 24 stores by the end of 
While the chic storefront, 2007. We envision The Face 
the high-quality ingredients Shop to be the market leader 
and pretty packaging often im the local cosmetics indus- 
give shoppers the percep- try, providing overall care for 
tion that The Face Shop the face, skin, body and 
products are more expensive hair" 
then they actually are, the With 19 branches and 
items are actually very af- counting, it looks like The 
fordable. Face Shop is serious about 
With The Face Shop's win- making its way into every 
ning combination of quality bathroom, dressing table and 
natural products at reason- kikay kit in the country. 


‘THE FACE Shop's vast array of beauty products is especially 
formulated for Asian skin. 


"AVAILABLE. IN ALL. CYBERZONES 


SM CITY NORTH EDSA » SM SOUTHMALL + SM MEGAMALL 
` SM.CITY DAVAO * SM CITY CLARK * SM MALL OF ASIA (North Wing 2F) 


| Mem tien Tv AC paid EIE 
Ca MIOR mec 
Special thanka to SM Advantage Cards m v 


Jis 
E 


ES 
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^ Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
sms feedback: inquirer ent rame/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertainment@inquirer.com.ph 


Bono would like to (part of the cast of "The Div- na a weve seen in some past inter- wood today In our discussion 
iei hilip- ing.) Javier and Penelope, who- J views—the moody and quietone. about the "Desperate Housewives" 
visit the Philip : 1 h ‘ : H 
was beautiful in a black gown. E ate » controversy Fritz was impassioned 
PS rts " Javiers costar Josh Brolin, ui ^ '60s-inspired musical about being a FilAm and all its 
ideis ds iat out when We who should also get nods for his i : ON v Monday afternoon, we stepped ramifications in present-day Amer- 
met the rock legend/activist in. breakthrough performance in “No N off the plane in LA and made a ica. 
New York last weekend. At Mi- Coury." was his usual able F dash to watch the movie "Across 
Tamax’s late Saturday evening sf mingling with guess which Be - é the Universe.” This musical setin Email the columnist at 
party for "No Coates E included actress Jennifer Jason è ; E ^ the’60s features 33 Beatles songs. rvnepales 5585@yahoo.com and 
Men, m hac iis US Pre- Leigh and her director husband 7 i : Ar the post-screening dinner at read his blog, “The Nepales Report,” 
miere at the NY Film Festival, Noah Baumbach (the much-laud- è $ Spago, we bumped into Fritz on  wwwinquirerbloggers.net/ne- 
EM the star par Si “The Squid and the Whale’, r | v Friedman, probably the highest- 
a Beaman mkerdia TUO leben on "Margot at 
Penelope Cruz and "No Coun- 
ty...” star Javier 
Bardem (ook- io ii 5 
ig, um, vey ONLY IN U2's BONO, right (with Javier Bardem and Penelope Cruz), says he 
friendly — with HoLLYWOOD; would like to visit the Philippines. RUBEN NEPALES 
each other) could ,' v * 
divert attention  MOERICAN 
away from Bono. TERRIER. = AME 
Bed ties oe Nepales Earlier in the ThE P 
5; E evening, on the oan Cana. 
toms of Rio Gumay.. one ofthis- other side af town, Dreams Event Center _ 
to Time magazines 2005 Fe Pale Beny Benicio hel Toro ce. UGE Megs 
son of the Year (an honor Bono ma, “Things We Lostin the Fie.” d 
a Me | eEMUSEUIVI 
Bill and Melinda Gates). showed up, but the panoramic r FE 
Nobel Prize bet view of New York from the SoHo ‘October 12 and 13,8:30pm, at the Music Museum 
"That would be a highlight for Grand Penthouse made up for it. fi 
mé? Bono added afer he told us Ue ofidal emianation fr de 
hed like to visit RP The rock staris CU9 being no-shows at their own 
much admired for being avery wo. PANY was that they had commit- 
En dene p pubs ments the following day. True—we 
causes, working to cancel Third ee ae a we | tr are mee mre wane 
Word debt‘and IS wg Sen 
A three-time nominee for the "Les Miz’ matinee RSE C P 


Nobel Peace Prize, Bono was dO = Saturday aftemoon afer inter. |). jo essem e 


in town for Miramaxs other NY dieses Mie mem Tr 2o 72-0008 
fest entry te super "The Diving Vers e Me ded 
Bell and the Butterfly” by director to the matinee performance of “Les 
Julian Schnabel. U2 music is fea- Miserables” at the Broadhurst The- mE 
tured in the drama which hasbeen jr Seeing Lea Salonga and two EH Oct. 14° Sunday 
N Loree eal eee IC fresh-faced Fil-Ams, Adam Jacobs É z M i 11am * 3pm * 5pm 
MIU pCeos lara. and Mi Evol Going mer i 
oie ees T EEA 
treating guests to a rare sight. Animated interviewee 5 ; 
" Julian, bis a oe Sunday moming, we gotalively 52/7 © i 2 1 
Berlin! competed with Lav Dias Joaquin Phoenix talking about his ES d ASIAN HORROR IS BACK! 
gadanansa Banwaanningmga flm “Reservation Road,” and oth- e FROM THE MAKERS.OF THE GRUDGE AND THE RING 
Engkanto (Det in the ee er topics. We think Joaquin beat " 
icantos)"andotherentresinthe | Russell Crowe in the number of 
Horizons (Orizzont) Documen- tines he sald the "P" word in the 
tary section of the recent Venice course of our press con. But hey 
Film Festival, shared a table with wel] take an animated Joaquin 


L5 ANGELES—U2's wife Olaz Lopez Garmendia Deep “4 anytime over the other Joaquin ranking Fil-Am executive in Holly- 


MIRCB GP areca GP 1:15, 
12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 3:45, 6:15, 8:50 


APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT g WEDDING DAZE 
TEEPE eve 


STARDUST [3753 RESERVATIONS 


owas and scnaddes are subject to change wihout pior rotce 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


Hurry! Be a founder member of the exclusive 
Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges. rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
Log-on to www.shanacineplex.com 
‘or cali 633-4735 for deta 


Sth Noor, Bhangri-a Plaza Mau 
EDSA corner Shaw Bivd, Mandaluyong City 
6332227 or 833-4736 
jore detaia. 


bayanWIRELESS landline lets you call and talk all you wat 
even while on the go! For only P699" a month, enjoy all thes 
* Unlimited calls and talktime to and from any local landline. 

* Unlimited calls and texts from Bayan to Bayan nationwide 


You can also avail of the following 
* Low NDD and IDD cell rates 
* Text messaging to other networks 


+ Internet up to 128 kbps wireless 
lendine 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
GALLERIA 


1 NO RESERVATIONS * THX 
1200.230 $00 730 1000 


2 STARDUST 
180 415 700 950 


Ticket Pre THEPIGG 130 indie sine :130 832-9116 


6 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
105 320 535 750 1090 


7 WEDDING DAZE 
120 330 540 750 1090 


8 indieSine: STILL LIFE. 
145 330 $15 700 845 


3 RETRIBUTION 
1240 300 520 740 1000 
41NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 9 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
3200 220 440 100 $10 520 730 940 


5 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 10 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
1240 300 520 740 1000 1240 300 520 740 1000 


1 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 1110 120 330 540 750 1000 


2 NO RESERVATIONS 1200 200 400 
WEDDING DAZE 610 800 1000 


5 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
10:10 120 330 $40 750 1000 


3 STARDUST 
11:20 200 440 720 1000 


4 RETRIBUTION 
10 120 330 540 750 1000 


6 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
THO 120 330 $40 750 1000 


7 ANG LALAKE sa PAROLA 
1200 200 490 600 800 1000 


at Robinsons Movieworld 7 
ERMITA 
staring: 
Hany Laurel Justin de Leon, Jennifer Lee, 
‘Sheree and Allon Poule 
‘According to folklore, the tay ofthe lighthouse shows 
herself every fll moon to the man her heart desires 
+] When ts man succumbs to the fay’ charms and 
Takes love to her, he wal never ong for any other 
Woman Woven iio tris legend ss o story of Mateo. 
ary Lauren, a bghinouse caretaker. Jerome Justo 
de Leon), a gay man from the cty nds himsel! deeply 
Sttracted to iv simple ye seducive man upon meeting 
fim. Soon, Mateo finds himself emenng a subtle 
homoerotic joumey wih his newicund fend, wie 
Surel Jennifer Lee), a gitinend, continues 1o struggle 
fortis love and atenton Wii Mateo bravely cross he 
hn ine between being sraght and beng gay in 1e 


‘ada ot ie conservat ral communi 
NOW SHOWING Fo 
MTRCB Rating: R18 
GRADED B by the Cinema Evaluation Board 
METRO EAST M g 3 Fase] P18. 652-8183 022-8198 
| 1 CHUCK & LARRY 1200 230 
WEDDING DAZE 5:00 7:00 900 
: 2STARDUST 
1230 320 610 900 


3 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
1125 150 415 640 995 


4EVENING 
1140 200 420 640 9:00 


NOVALICHES ` 
1 STARDUST 
2 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


E PIONEER Ticket Popon 6110, 687-5378 


1 KUNG FU FIGHTER 3 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
130 350 610 830 130 350 610 830 


2 STARDUST 4 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1225 $10 555 840 1200 215 430 645 855 


STA. ROSA TT NÉS RE 


P30 (043) 312.5870 
1 STARDUST 1 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
2 DECEMBER BOYS 2 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
3 RESIDENT EVIL 3 SIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
4 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 41NOsi PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK & LARRY 
IMUS racic reo Tres 
1STARDUST 
21KNOW WHO KILLED ME 


3 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
4 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


5 DECEMBER BOYS 
100 300 590 700 900 


6 RETRIBUTION 
1205 215 425 630 900 


7 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1130 155 420 645 9:10 
8 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
1130 155 420 645 9:10 
‘Ticket Price:P90,7P106 G96-3231 / 38-3229-30 
3 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
4 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


"Ticke Price 00, P90 
(049) 837-0907 


DASMARINAS  "uoiecso 
1DECEMBER BOYS 

2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 

3 STARDUST 

4 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


ANGELES Tas E2248 
1 NO RESERVATIONS. 

2 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 

3 SIGNOS 

4 SHOOT 'EM UP 


STARMILLS Ticket Price: Feo io. (045) 875-1827 
11 KNOW WHO KILLED ME 4 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
2THE HOST 5 NO RESERVATIONS 
3IVE FALLEN FOR YOU 6 SHOOT ‘EM UP 


BACOLOD re ee 
1 DAYWATCH 

21KNOW WHO KILLED ME 2 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 

3 APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 3 | NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 
41NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 4 SHOOT 'EM UP 

5 ROGUE ASSASSIN 5I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 

6 indieSine: LIGAW LIHAM, 6 ROGUE ASSASSIN 


TARLAC 


4 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
2 DON'T LOOK BACK 
3 SHOOT ‘EM UP 


Ticket Puce: P70 


1 DAYWATCH 


Ligaw Liham 


Sometime in the 70's, in a smal town in Negros, the post office simply stops 
"ts operations, No one knew about this except for the postman and his 
‘caretaker. When Nor, finds out about this secret, he finds an 
‘opportunity ta sway ta the dance of love when he assumesthe identity of 
"another man. Nor rends the letters hidden in an old warehouse and 
takes over the pen af Karen's husband who was working in Saigon. Soon 
alter, a correspondence between Nor and Karen takes place. And Nor finds 
herself truly falling in love. 


showing at Robinsons Movieworld Bacolod OCTOBER 10 to 16 
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hBH. 
A word... 


demo with Bootsy Collins. He was 
great to work with. 


From page H4 


[that]. New Jack Swing can most- 
Jy be attributed to Teddy Riley. 


You were very successful as col- 
laborator/producer of so many 
artists. Can you cite memorable 
moments in the studio? 

All of them are memorable. 


What's the significance, for you, 
of the songs covered in 
“Playlist,” and why do you seem 
tobeina very mellow mood? 

The songs on "Playlist are 
songs that I grew up listening to, 
and which inspired me both as the 
musician and the writer that I be- 
came. 


You co-founded LaFace with 
your former band mate LA Reid. 
What were the highlights of 
those years? 

LaFace is now owned by Arista 
Records. The highlights of the 
LaFace years were the artists that 
we found and worked with, from 
‘Usher to TLC to Toni Braxton to 
Outkast. Every time anyone of 
them had a hit, it wasa highlight. 


How many songs have you writ- 
ten; which are your favorites 
and why? 


Tean never pick favorites. 


What did you add or enhance as. 
producer in the latest Fallout 
Boy album? 

T think I helped them more vo- 
cally than anything. It was mostly 
the harmonies, the arrangements, 
and bringing strings to punk rock. 


(The Babyface concert will have 


Pinoy R&B group Tribe of Levi as 
Srontact) 


NOW SHOWING 


THES Xm ALL AGES ADMITTED 


‘You've been cited as one of the 
creators of the “New Jack 
Swing” sound, which helped 
bring hip hop to the main- 
stream. Did you set out to help 
craft this sound? 
Twouldn'tsay thatLA Reid and I 
were directly responsible for 


Leonardo DiCaprio 


presents 


Theth Hour 
It's our generation that gets to change the world... 


forever. 


BOE PE CIN ar 
Re GN aca T 


NBC PES IS ADE) MON E SS NIS ne CA 
SESS LA c A PER AER TES I RU AURIS MN 
PT IBN OUR Sr BUM CE 
= AA STE WO ES 73: CNET os AES 


# 1 MOVIE iw AMERICA! 
$24,168,865 
HIGHEST 3-DAY WEEKEND GROSS (Sept. 21-23) 


We have wirwessed 
the BEGINNING... 
We have seen 

the APOCALYPSE.. 
Now we face 
EXTINCTION. 


MILLA JOVOVICH 


ESIDENT EVIL: 
EXTINCTION 
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To have ® to held 


Art: ARNEL A. AVETRIA 
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ConucRelief ~~ 5 


Is 


BY JESS ABRERA 


TUTULAN NATIN 
ANG FAG LAGANA 
Ne MGA BASURANG 


LIZ, 1 MY TIE 
ON STRAIGHT? 


‘SIND BA ANG MAG 
EPEKTIB NA LIDER 2 


Si wagm 
Li O Si YORDUENADA 


Tun Suew WRIT Siu 
WIS LiFe NID UE DES Batya? 


B 


( 


M LUTHER 


IT LEANS A, 
LITTLE RIGHT 


zro sanya War 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


So, NHAT'S THE DEAL, 
Conscience? You'Re, 
ALWAYS FoLloWiNG Me 
AROUND But X CAN" 
MAKÈ MeNeH OFF 400. 
y x 


STRAIGHT Goop4-Two- 
Shoes WitH You. 


E ALWAYS HAVE To Ge Y T WANt to Ge Free 
Te FoLLoW M4 WHIMS. 
Let Me Go, Conscience, 


PANDESAL uF | NATN SA KAPE 


MEMURA ANG GAMOT, GAMIT Uh LANG 
NAANA ANG (se ANG RD 
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BY DANIELSHELTON 


= HOROSCOPE : 


YOU BORN TODAY: Privately. you're sensitive. Outwardly, you're charm- 


ACROSS 
1 Pharmaceutical 


ing. social and generous. You fit in no matter where you are. You re hap- 
Dy being the center of atenton, but you don't demand it. Your money 


5 One of the 
‘Three Bears 


‘kis are excelent. You value tration and proven ways of doing things 


9 Friendship. 


14 Scruff 
15 Yale students 


People um to you tor emotional support or advice. Work hard In the year 
‘ahead for rewards that wal soon follow. — ^ 
Birthdate of: Hugh Jackman, actor; Martie Maguire, musiclansiager, 


16 Actress Taylor 
17 Migration and 


‘mating rituals, 


eg. 
20 Be ga-ga over 
21 Amer. ship 
designation 


22 Sweet-smelling 
German city? 


26 Respire 
30 Los — NM. 


31 Oh, why not? 
32 Like sushi 


33 Pearl gatherer 
34 Pickle 
seasoning 


35 Deal (with) 
36 Minestrone, 


eg 
39 Od italian 


By Norma Steinberg, 
San Francisco, CA 


bread? 
40 Scoots 
41 Shinbone 
43 Evenas 
Shakespeare 
spoke 
S44 Auction off 
45 Became gloppy 
46 Tremendously 
48 Crulse ship 
"bankers" 
49 Daiquiri 
Ingredient 
50 Mystery writer. 
Gardner 
51 Miners’ finds 
59 Change for the 
better 
60 "A Death In the. 
Family’ writer 
61 Run In neutral 
62 Nuh-uhl 
63 Twist. 
fh 64 Diplomacy 


DOWN 

1 CSI tool 

2 Managed 

3 AP competitor 
4 Jewel 

5 Honeydews 
6 — ard kicking 
7 Ore source 


8 Sily person 

3 Comes up 

10 Table 
consttiation 

1 Business abr. 

12 Asien 

13 You bet! "d 

18 Dan Quayes 
Successor 

19 Snapping 
rete 

22 Scoundrel 

23 "Hamlet Oscar 
winner 

24 Shiney 
roomie 

25 Greek eter 

26.. and whistles 

21 Gordion in 
River Cly 

28 More cheerful 

29 Lamb's 

51 Prine hes 

34 Every wenty- 
tour hours 

35 Spirals 

37 and 
Iis 

38 Sound system 

30 Table support 


lalm] 
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E 
[ATL 
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mlololz 
olmlolzim] 
iejel»le]| 
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42 Classified tems 

44 Stout 

45 Swallowed 
hard 

47 Scene of the 
action 

43 Clean one's 
feathers 

50 Advantage 


` 


E 
E 


51 Douglas’ sie 
52 Chat room 


54 Sci 101 locale 
55 Take a chair 
56 Ms. Tarbell 

57 RN's comfort 
58 Put in postion 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 


excellent day to 
the mood to compromise. 

or advice today, Per- 
Spirit of cooperation today. 

day) Artists can be 
‘one younger something valuable. 

your help, or vice ver- 
‘ward each other today. 

22); Your imaginaton 

Js in high gear today! 


Luciano Pavarotti, tenor. 
ARIES (March 21 to 

Ee April 19): This is an 
‘smooth over troubled 

waters with dose 

friends and partners. People are in 
‘TAURUS (April 20 to 

May 20}: A co-worker 

might need your help 

haps you are the one 

who needs help from a co-worker? 
Either way, approach your job in a 
GEMINI (May 21 to 

June 20): What a ro- 

‘mantic, — firatious 

productive. Playful 

activites with children wil be 
pleasant. You might teach soma- 
CANCER (June 21 10 

duly 22k A family 

member might need 

sa. Any kind of domestic exchange 
with others wil be kindhearted and 
generous. People feel good to- 
& is a great day for 
wrung or creating anything. Con- 
versatons with others wil be mu- 
ping today, you'll be 

about temptation if you have 


tually sympathetic and pleasant. 
Sept. 22): It shop- 

tempted io buy 
gant or luxurious. (Be caretul 
champagne tastes on 2 beer wal- 


6 VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
something quite ele- 
iet) 


Oct. 22): You feel 
sympathetic to others 
today. Conversations 
are mutually reward- 

ing. You find it to put yoursel in 

the position of someone else. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 24): Its very 
'eisy to put your own 
needs second to the 
needs of others today. 
‘You will do whatever you canin or- 
der to make a difference in the ite 
‘of someone. (A itle help can goa 


long vay) 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
2215 Dec. 21): Thisis. 
a lovely day to 
Schmooze with oth- 
ers! You might want 
to Join forces with someone (or a 
group) for a charitable cause. It 
feels good to heip people today. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

R) to Jan. 19): Others 

see you as a sympa- 

thetic, understanding 

person today. Quite 

‘kety, people wil as for your help. 

Or possibly, you will ask for the 
heip of a parent or a boss. 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): Your appre- 
cation of beauty is 
helgttenad today. Give 
yourself a chance t9 

enjoy what others have created, be 

Wart teraturo, architecture or a 

park 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Because of 
your concem for oth- 


rs, you might try to 
rase funds or help someone. You 
‘ee ways of using the resources of 
‘others to help those who need as- 
sistance, 


= 


: 
sime 
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Conceptis Sudoku 


Difficulty Level sx 


HOW TO PLAY 
SUDOKU 


Answer to previous puzzle 
8/9 5[ 


Fill the grid so that every 2 


column, every row and every 1 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1to9. 

Tips and program at 


lo|N 


icol 


www.sudoku.com 


o 


EET ESESIE 3E] 
EXRIFSESIEIS YES] 
c€|-|e|o|o | jxo 


4 


‘©2007 Concepts Puzzles. Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 


POWER PLANT 


RESIDENT EVIL: 
EXTINCTION 
R13 
1:50,4:00,6:10, 
8:20,10:30 


KUNGFU FIGHTER 
PG13 
1:30,3:40550, 
8:00,10:10 


NO RESERVATIONS 


6 
1230250,5:10, 
730950 


WEDDING DAZE 
R13 
1:30,3:30,5:30, 
730,930 


STARDUST STARDUST 
6 6 


12:152:50,525,8:00 2:18,4:50,7:25,10:00 
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A word from Babyface 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


BABYFACE DOESN'T TALK MUCH. 
Either he's reticent by nature, or he was 
in a hurry when he replied to questions IN- 
Quinz Entertainment e-mailed in connec- 
tion with his Big Dome concert tomorrow. 
Then again, Babyface (birth name: Kenneth 
Brian Edmonds) doesn't need to elaborate on 
his exploits. The records speak for themselves. 
In 1989, as the other half of the famed 
LaFace record label (with Antonio "LA" Reid), 
Babyface established a hot reputation as pro- 
ducer/songwriter whose work helped the fol- 
lowing up their success level: Toni Braxton, 
TLC, Paula Abdul, Bobby Brown, Whitney 
Houston, Boyz II Men (TII Make Love To You") 
Madonna (“Take a Bow") Michael Jackson, Er- 
ic Clapton (‘Change the World") Fall Out Boy 
(Thnks fr th Mmrs," “Tm Like a Lawyer with 
the Way I'm Always Trying to Get You Of) and 
dozens of other artists. 
But Babyface is a performer at heart. Last 
month, he released his ninth album, “Playlist” 


... and why Eric Clapton, 
Madonna, Fall Out Boy, 
Boyz II Men and many 
others are thankful to this 
songwriter-arranger-singer 


(MCA), covering songs by James Taylor 
(Shower the People,” “Fire & Rain’), Jim 
Croce ("Time in a Bottle") Bob Dylan “Knockin 
‘on Heaven's Door”) Eric Clapton ("Wonderful 
Tonight") Dan Fogelberg ("Longer") and Bread 
CDiary"). Theyre almost faithful versions of 
the originals, but one is sure to note distinct ele- 
ments that Babyface engineered—making 
them totally after the sentimental Pinoy heart. 

At 49, the rich and famous Babyface is now 
doing only what he wants. 

Excerpts from the Inqumter e-mail interview: 


Funk musician Bootsy Collins reportedly 


TAKE 
Five 


gave you the nickname “Babyface.” What 
kind of music were you playing then and 
what was it like working with Collins? 

Twas in an R&B group called The Deele with 
LA Reid at the time, and we were working on a 


AWORD/H2 


Last call for Groban show; John Ford Coley tonight at Aliw 


"| NEVER TRIED TO MAKE PEOPLE BE- 


um tickets bundled with a Nokia 6300 


lieve [my music] is classical music," Josh handset. Call 8488889/06. 


| Groban has been quoted as saying. "Its 
pop music. I've never done opera. I've 
just been experimenting ... trying 
things that work for my voice." 
Fans stil without tickets to 
Groban's concert on Oct. 18 at the 
| PICC have several options: 
| Subscribe to Smart Infinity or 


avail of your Infinity retention package 
and receive two VIP tickets or two premi- 


Suow 
TIME 


For tickets, call 09189414217. Ticket 

buyers can avail of a 10 percent dis- 
count by using their Citibank 
Credit Card or paying in cash and 
presenting their Citicard. Or buy a 
Rado True. Call 5560404. 


John Ford Coley concerts 
John Ford Coley, now 59, shot to fame 
as the other half of the pop-rock duo Eng- 


land Dai and John Ford Coley in the 
1970s (‘Td Really Love To See You 
Tonight,” “Sad to Belong,” “We'll Never 
Have To Say Goodbye Again,” "Love is the 
Answer”). 

Since 1999, Coley has been part of the 
songwriting community of Nashville, Ten- 
nessee where he lives. 

He's back in the Philippines for a series 
of concerts that starts tonight at the Aliw 
‘Theater, CCP Complex, Pasay City. Call 
9115555 or 8919999 for tickets. 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your tickets by tng SURESEATS GB or SURESEATS GA o 2333 (Globe) or 21 (Smart) or lg an te wie sresas com or we reservations. 


Movie schedules may change without prior nas. For vereaton, please call 729-7777 
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Glorietta -7527272 
Greenbelt - 757 4853 10 5¢ 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
‘Alabang Town Center - I2 2782: 7721860 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 


Market! Marketi - 986 7519 
Tritoma - 903 3000 


GLORIETIA 1 


KUNG FU 3 44 APATDAPAT 
FIGHTER SEE etal DAPAT APAT 
RESI 


STARDUST 
ESIDENT EVI NO RESERVATIONS 


BPI Appliance Madness 
‘September 26 to October 16 at Glorietta Activity Center 


GLORIETA 4 6 


^ 5 apatpapat | 7 e: 
i WEDDING DAZE |9 THE 11TH HOUR EPE HARSH TIMES 


Viva Mexico: A Traditional Mexican Costume Exhibit 
October 8 to 15; Greenbelt 3 Lobby 


APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT STARDUST 


GREENBELT 1 


STARDUST SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL 


The Click Five! ... America's Best Power Pop Band 
‘October 14; 6 PM; Activity Center 


4 No RESERVATIONS 


RESIDENT EVIL: 
EXTINCTION 


DECEMBER BOYS 5 


AYALA CENTER 


rro SEATS, CEBU 


BPI Automadness Exhibit. 
October 11 to 14; Paseos 


'ALABANG STARDUST RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 


TOWN - 
APAT DAPAT 
CENTER DAPAT APAT 


AYALA CENTER E] 


S APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT 
MARKETI 
MARKETI 4 


————— 
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MARKET! MARKET! 


RETRIBUTION KUNG FU FIGHTER 


2  APATDAPAT 
DAPAT APAT 


PVE FALLEN 
FOR YOU 


RETRIBUTION 


5 


RESIDENT EVIL: 


Ayala MUSEUM 
EXTINCTION 


STARDUST KUNG FU FIGHTER 


3 4 


NT EVI 
PEXPNERON- | NO RESERVATIONS 


APAT DAPAT EXTINCTION 


TRIBUTION 
DAPAT APAT 
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STARDUST 


RETRIBUTION INOW PRONOUNCE 


YOU CHUCK & LARRY 


OPENS OCTOBER 17 
AT GLORIETTA 4 and 
GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS 


N LOLA RUN 
Based on the be 


PERFUME 


THE STORY MURDERER 


"b PREON 
OI 


"GENIUS. 1 LOVE THE STORY.” 


ager Ebert, CHICAGO SUN TIMES. 


"SENSUOUS." 


as cmn 7 


CLAIRE DANES MICHELLE PFEIFFER se ROBERT DE NIRO 


CHARUECOX SIENNA MILLER | RICkv GERVASS . PETER OToour 


THE TALE THAT WON'T BEHAN 


ome 


America's Best Power Pop Band 
live at the Ayala Malis! 


THE CLICK FIVE 


Nescafe: Soundskool 
October 13; Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
‘August - December 2007 


For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 or visit wwwrepertory-philippines.com 


HYBRIDITY: Mark Lewis Higgins 
September 18 to October 28, 2007; Ground Floor 
For more into, pis. cali 757-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or emaii museum. inqulry@ayalamuseum.org 


Rhythm Academy: Rachel Alejandro 
with Coro Tomasino 
October 17; 6 PM; Activity Center 


Greenbelt 3 Cinema 1 
October 13,2007 
7PM 


— 


‘Alabarig Town Center 
{Activity Center 
October 14, 2007 


Concerti 


.IOWN ; 
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NOW 


à 1 THE ORIGINAL GANG trom’ KUNG FU HUSTLE" is Back 
Editor Emmie G. Velarde MORE ACTION. MORE SPECIAL EFFECTS. MORE LAUGHS. 


sins feedback: inquirer ent name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us atentertainment@inquirer.com.ph 3 


AXE GANG. 
LEADER 


LIGHT AND SHADES director's eye. After all, hefinished atwo- explained. Indeed, the flats colorful and 
Rustom Padillaset the shoot at 5:30am.— year certificate program in Film, TV and relaxed, just like the home owner at this 
to capture the break of dawn from his Digital Entertainment at the University of point in his life that is by turns turbulent and 
terrace. To explain his concept, he showed us California in Los Angeles two years ago. tranquil It's been hard-earned serenity. 
photos taken with his cell phone cameraat ^ Uponhisreturn, he did the interiors ofthis. — The gypsy is finally home. Every morning, he 
that ungodly hour, “Ang soft ng lighting,” he pad in Makati—combining old and new, ‘opens the bedroom windows and lets the 
sald. Pardon this year's Urian Best Actor. He modish and native pieces. The homebears new dayin. For more snaps, see Homebody, 
can't help looking at this pictorial with a witness to his own metamorphosis, he p. FHOTOBNGUORNZAAN 


. Macaulay Culkin likes being home, not necessarily alone 


NEWYORK—PUT AWAY YOUR “We enjoy each other's com- 

assumptions about Macaulay pany” the 24year-old actress 

Culkin. The former child stars says in an interview on Pa- 

girlfriend says he's a home- Tade.com. "We like to read 

body. books or play video 
Culkin, star of the 


games or watch TV or ae 
1990 comedy “Home HOBBIES go to the movies. And FA 
Alone,” has been dating hesan amazing cook.” 
actress Mila Kunis for Kunis says Culkin, 3 E r 
— " x - x 2a aa cei eich oot 3 


mearly six years Kunis, now 27, ismore mature 
who co-starred on TVs “That. than people might think. 

70's Show" says they make a “Hes an amazing, simplé 
low-key couple. guy" Kunis gushes. AP 


EE saved my 
hair! 


- Joey Marquez 


Actor / Businessman 


For funnyman Joey Marquez, 

hairloss isn't something to laugh about. “I started 

lósing my hair when | was about 35 years old," he 

recalls. “I was being called ‘monsignor’ because the bald 

spot on my head was increasing to the size of a monsignor's 

cap! You look older with less hair. And nobody wants to look old! 

But | didn't want to wear a wig either. With the Svenson treatments, 

1 got back my real, natural hair! It was thicker and healthier. It made 
me look absolutely younger! Svenson saved me from hairloss!” 


To restore your hair, call now for a FREE consultation. Save your 


hair at Svenson! 


call 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO .. BINONDO ALABANG 
18 GT Tower SFCKB Center 11/F Federal Tower 4/F Citibank-Frabelle 
Building ‘Building 


" DOBLE DOBLE ANG SAYA 


Sa 9nd Anniversary ng Tiendesitas 

Umaapaw sa 'sangkatutak na activities kaya punta nal 

October 13 9th Children's Rosary Rally 

October 13 & 14 

October 20 & 21 

October 22 to 28 

‘October 37 Side A Live at the Activity Center 
jendesitas 


ANGEL AQUINO 

I STUMBLED upon the poetry book 
“Bruise” by Ramon Sunico while 
shooting in a remote area in Teresa 
(Rizal). 1 borrowed it from a friend 
and heyér rétumed it I recently 


found out that Bruise is the name of 
the lady he dedicated the book to. tts 
his term of endearment for her. A po- 
‘em can tell a whole story in a few 
lines and Sunico's poems are about so 


many things—love, life, the Baguio 
earthquake. It's such a good read that 
Thought lots of copies and gave them 
to friends. 

Bayani San Diego J 


CINEMA 


SHARE A MOVIE WITI A LOVED ONE 


Leonardo DiCaprio 


onare Wy WI ERE CoU 


SHOWTIME 


Your life as a movie 
SS ee Em 


RIG MOVIES 


ww sci 


w 


The 11th Hour 


Wienten and directed by Lala 


NOW SHOWING AT SM NORTH EDSA 
Screening Schedule 


(m j ^ 
- FS 
zi > 


ine 


vers Petersen and Nod Conners 


TJ TRINIDAD 


IN “KITCHEN Confident 


author, Anthony Bourdain, 
about how he got into cooking, 
ganda ng story. It’s the true acconint 
of the chef's life. When you read the 
book, you'll realize that it is actually 
a sub-culture in New York (wl ere 
Buordain is a chef in the A 
famed Les Halles). 

Since I also like to .. I 
cook, I find a lot of 

the things he wrote i Books 
very useful. Its a {F isl 
funny book; its an i is 
easy read. 

Before -this, I was 
reading “The Rape of Nan King-The 
Forgotten Holocaust of World War 
IL” It's about the systematic killing 
of 300,000 Chinese by the Japanese 
in 1937. It gave me nightmares. I got 
to read only half of the book. Itzwas 
horrible. It even had pictures. You 
would never think that one persorris 
capable of doing those to another 
human being. I had to read some- 


-thing light after it. 


Marinel R. Cruz 
PHOTO BYRTANRAMOSARS- CIN 


October 17 (Wednesday) at Mall of Asia. 
October 24 (Wednesday) at Megamall 
October 31 (Wednesday) at Manila 


Eastwood city. 


The Tith Hour 


Its our generatiór that gets to change the word 
forever. 


November 


ORE 


merno MANILA 
‘SM MEGAEINEMA 633-1901 
STARDUST 
2. ROGUE ASSASSIN 
JiRESIDENT EVIL 
SiwEDDING DAZE 
€ NO RESERVATIONS 
TONE PERCENT FULL 
SiKUNG FU FIGHTER 
SIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
IVAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
It RETRIBUTION 
ÍRUSH HOUR 3 
Sm CITY FAIRUIEW 935-0749 
(ONE PERCENT FULL 
NO RESERVATIONS 
[UNDERDOG 
ROGUE ASSASSIN 
Si'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
STARDUST 
RESIDENT EVIL 
APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 5 
DECEMBER BOYS 
; WEDDING DAZE 
yiKUNG FU FIGHTER 


‘SM MALL OF ASIA 556-0104 


DEEP SEK30 admission pries: 250 
teh miro Pe F200 


ÍRETRIBUTION 

JSTARDUST 

KUNG FU FIGHTER 

Sion pencen ruct/tve FALLEN ron vou. 

ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
PREMIERE CINEMA. 

RESIDENT EVIL 
CENTERSTAGE 
RESERVED 
DIRECTOR'S CLUB. 
Bookings now accepted Inquire at 556-2314. 


=the 


PODIUM 
CT 


CINEMA 1 
STARDUST 
CINEMA 2 
RETRIBUTION 


For ticket reservations, dial 6338976 
‘all major credit cards accepted 


‘SM CITY STA. MESA 
URESIDENT EVIL 
1KUNG FU FIGHTER 
3STARDUST 

*ONE PERCENT FULL 
SAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SNO RESERVATIONS 
JIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 

1. WEDDING DAZE 
ROGUE ASSASSIN 
IÉDECEMBER BOYS 


‘SM CITY SAN LAZARO 
RESIDENT EVIL 
ÜRETRIBUTION 
XUNG FU FIGHTER 
¿I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
S STARDUST 

ÜAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


716-1416 


SN NORTH EDSA 929-5452 


111TH HOUR 
{WEDDING DAZE 

3INO RESERVATIONS 
(RETRIBUTION 

5iI'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
t RESIDENT EVIL 
STARDUST 

WAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SJONE PERCENT FULL 

M ROGUE ASSASSIN 

1j t now PRONQUNCE vou CHUGH w LARRY 


RKUNG FU FIGHTER 


786-2488 


"I7 


7 (Wednesday) at Sta. Mesa 
Meda Puer 


smsovrumau. 806-6888 


ESTARDUST 
ZAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
3ONE PERCENT FULL 
ZRESIDENT EVIL 
SRETRIBUTION 

&I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
ROGUE ASSASSIN 
&KUNG FU FIGHTER 
FWEDDING DAZE 


SM CITY BICUTAN 
ESTARDUST 
ZAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
ŠIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
£RESIDENT EVIL 
smeny manna 
RESIDENT EVIL 
VONE PERCENT FULL 
RETRIBUTION 

LAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
sSTARDUST 

7 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
11408 

$ T'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 

: WEDDING DAZE 

| ROGUE ASSASSIN 

NO RESERVATIONS 

SM CITY DASMARINAS. 
XSTARDUST 
ÍAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
PRESIDENT EVIL 
éSKINWALKERS 


776-3055 


523-9240 


eser 


sm VALENZUELA. 
;RESIDENT EVIL 
isrARDUST 
XAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
{TVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
‘Sm CITY sucar 829-4975 
ESTARDUST 

ZAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
jRESIDENT EVIL 

I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


2933917. 


SM CITY BACOOR 
EDAYWATCH 
ZROGUE ASSASSIN 
isrARDUST 

irVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
SRESIDENT EVIL 

gAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
TONE PERCENT FULL 
EKUNG FU FIGHTER 
SMCITYCIARK (045)625-5844-45 
EROGUE ASSASSIN 

INO RESERVATIONS 
ESHOOT EM’ UP 

¿I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


$APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
{ONE PERCENT FULL 
SMEIY MARILAD (044933201347. ÍT now monounce vou cruce tatu 
{ROGUE ASSASSIN ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
iAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT ROGUE ASSASSIN 

ÍTVE FALLEN FOR YOU I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
{DECEMBER BOYS 


46)417-9868 
qt tuzon 


SMCITYBRTANGAS 885-6401-04 
ITHE BRAVE ONE 

ZAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT. 
iROGUE ASSASSIN 

£r'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 

SM ciry pampanga 
ESHOOT EM’ UP 
1NO RESERVATIONS 
jROGUE ASSASSIN 


ÉONE PERCENT FULL 
STVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
ÉAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 


(eéspesres ts 


smerny uPA 


(043) 784-0187 


smenviwema (042)7108977-00 
EROGUE ASSASSIN 

ŠIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 
JAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SMeIHYBAGUD (074619783839 
"STARDUST 

irve FALLEN FOR YOU 

jr KNOW WHO KILLED ME 
4APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
Sm swrmoomamoNo (051762160 
LAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
isranpusT 

jRESIDENT EVIL 

ZONE PERCENT FULL 
smenysm.nosa —— isieen 
RESIDENT EVIL 
iDECEMBER BOYS 

ŠAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
«STARDUST 


smenyonvao —— (062)2976998 
RESIDENT EVIL 
LONE PERCENT FULL 
F irvE FALLEN FOR YOU 
IAPAIZDAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
SONB-BATING/SKINWALKERS {I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
SDAYWATCH 


m £ROGUE ASSASSIN 
SMCHYCRGRYAN (088)859-2884 RESERVED 


Jaen ppopiounce vou CHUA A Unt’ KAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 

E SEA FoR YOU 
EXNPAT,DAPAT,DAPAT APAT 

S Sie ceo neranrwaren 


wisnvas 
MINDANAO 


Smenvuomo  (035)3209422 
ISHOOT EM’ UP 
LONE PERCENT FULL 


Fi naw pronounce vou cnuex a uli 


ie 


‘sees TZ" 


VATH SCREENING NCHEDOL 


SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


‘Smemyersu — (0322313076 
ENO RESERVATIONS 
ESKINWALKERS 
STARDUST 

EHAIRSPRAY 

$ONE PERCENT FULL 

I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
TAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
PRESIDENT EVIL 
SMCHYBACOLOD (034) 708 1010 
EAPAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
Ta now pronounce vou cruci a tanav 
ir KNOW WHO KILLED ME 


AND THE LATEST HAPPENINGS AY 3M CINEMA, 


$ Sino 


7 PM, October 12, 2007 
Eastwood Central Plaza 
FREE ADMISSION 
Eastwood City 
RESIDENT EVIL 3 
350,615, 840. 1 


ARIEL VILLASANTA 
MY FAVORITE spot in the hou 
want some peace and quiet. 1 
stay there all day, detached tro} 


STARDUST 
COG) 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 


Rodriguez Jc Ave. (C5) Quezon City anona 


1001041 
pai 


APAT DAPAT, DAPAT APAT 
350, 615, 8:40,11:00 
ü 


687-6963 
GUARANTEED SEATS 


EXXXEXSIBTITITENIII 


NOW SHOWHING 


EXGICIXI-NENGIICCEHEECREDETITSIPTISECDTETIDES 


WENN V. DERAMAS 


ON MY days-off, I spend a tot 
of time in my mini-home the: 
ater, which is decorated with 
posters of my movies and TV 
shows. The home theater sems 
six and my friends enjoy 
watching movies here. Clau 
dine Barretto and Piolo Pas- 
cual, stars of my old soap 
opera “Walang Kapalit,” have 
been here. Candy Pangilinan 
and Eugene Domingo, in the 
cast of my latest movie “Apat 
Dapat, Dapat Apat,” enioy 
hanging out in this room, teri 
But still make it a point to uo 
to a movie house at least once 
or twice a week. Otherwise I 
get depressed. 


Bayani San Diego Jr. 
PHOTO BYROGERC = * 


'a film by Katski Flores 


STILL LIFE is the story of James Masino, a 
gifted Filipino painter who finds out he is afflected 
wih a paralyzing disease known as Guilain. 
Barre Syndrome. Faced with a future where he 


can no longer paint, James leaves his Ife in the 
city and goes on a seilmposed exile lo paint one. 
last tme, one final masterpiece. Unable to ma- 
gine a tife without his art, he plans to kill himself 
‘once he finishes this painting, But Fate nter- 
venes and deras this grand scheme when 
James leams that he must share this exile with 
Emma, a beauttul and mystenous young gri 
Who at 19 has lived a life much too old for her 
years. But itis her courageous and unfailing 
optimism despite what lle has dealt her that 
ultimately inspires James lo realize a life beyond 
his canvass. Her search for meaning propels his 
journey towards hope and redemption. 


ive like a masterpiece. 


watch this only at 
Robinsons Movieworld Galleria 
OCTOBER 10 to 16 


EST COPY AVAILABLE 


“completely brilliant. 
* as near to perfecti as a comedy can get” 


ARSS pe GS | ADE 
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JAY-R 


THERE are different kinds of fish in 
the aquarium in our living 
room—angel fish, janitor fish... al- 
so two turtles. My friend and 
housemate Jimmy (Muna) loves 
water creatures. There's more in 
his room upstairs—freshwater 
puffer fish and ghost knife fish. 


be 


Since the koi have become too big, 
I've moved them to the pond near 
the gazebo in the garden. Jimmy 
and I, and another housemate, Kris 
(Lawrence), take turns feeding-the 
fish. 

Bayani San Die 


AGES ABE ADMITTED 


| FROM THE CREATIVE TEAM OF “ANG CUTE NG INA MO" 


~ THE HIGHEST GROSSING COMEDY OF ALL TIME 
Rue lle Quat 
Beene banti p Gniy Raglan 


“touches places other comedies wouldn't dare to” + 
MUT m 


3 qo a" 


"FAVORITE 
Nooks 


AP ode dei 


E DUK ISRAEL MARISSA DELGADO. CHRISTIAN VASQLEZ KIRAY VINCE SALDANA 
« is the living room. This is where I go to if T RU KAZEN ASHLEY GRUENBERG VICE GANDA NÝ CHARD EVERLY 
Lit on the couch and stare at the ceiling. I can 


|n the rest of the world. Marinel R. Cruz 


KUNG FU 
FIGHTER 
1295 , 2:40, 5:15 
150, 1025 pg. t5 


STARDUST 
1045, 145,440 
735, 1030 

E 


600, bab. 1b 
[Xf 


Gomer 


larket 


AIFREE TICKETS 


TO ALL THE.GAMES 
WITH EVERY P500 PURCHASE 


' PROMO PERIOD: + 
OCTOBER 8 TO 28 


/ TH WORD POOL CHAPOXSHÉ WELLE AED AT THE 
ARANETA COLISEUM FROM NOVEMBER 2-1. 


q . z 
mST Gateviay dil vocc VrmersPlaza 
[re 


Corto Casto 


“oon Lesa E 


IQUIRIES PLS. CALL 722-4532 LOC 116. 


WT ES E CHAPTER 3: 
With the help of his He is faced with an enemy from the past. 
powerful mentor, he saved ` Whose sale purpose is to eliminate him 
the world from evil. and become the only immortal. 


CHAPTER. 
From thé Highlands of Scotland 
to the streets of New York, he 
fought his first battle and won. 


ALL THEATERS WITH DOLBY 
DIGITAL EX ULTRA SOUND 


Now. HE WILL TAKE ON} 
Mi Mos, EVILIMMORTBLIOE: ALLS 


THE MOST; POWERFUL AND 
APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT | 
1210123045017109 


RETRIBUTION 
1239125015101301 


STARDUST 
1235134016251920 | 


INON PRONOUNCE WOU CHICK KLART 
1207450/930 


KUNG FU FIGHTER 
1:45 4201685) 830 


"ONE PERCENT FULL 
1030245 (5.00) 7.15) 9.20 


NO RESERVATION 
E] 


RESIDENT EVIL : EXTINCTION 
130) 400/480) 940 


STARDUST 


Dress] 
120012551550; 845 


p" CINEMAS 


RETRIBUTION 
T2204 1:0; 40016201 840 


KUNG FU FIGHTER 
145/ 325/615, 850 


4™ PBSI NATIONAL 
BONSAI OPEN EXHIBITION 
AND COMPETITION " 


TODAY | 4PM 

| Formal Opening of BPSI 
Bonsai Open '07 and or rise 
Announceméii of Winners 
Araneta Coliseum Parking. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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“COCOON,” by Rommel Padilla, was 
inspired by Rustom. 
prenasa poeneecmrog 
H i 


PREPARING breakfast in his 
red wall 


that his biggest indulgence is me 
money ona flat-screen TV." 


a ESSE 


inds his way home 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 
EFORE HE FOUND THIS 
pad in Makati, actor Rustom 
Padilla had been on the road 
... tirelessly. Like a gypsy, search- 
ing for the elusive and ethereal. 

From 2002 to 2005, he stayed in the 
United States, where he studied filmmak- 
ingat the University of California in Los An- 
geles. Prior to that, he spent half a year in 
Singapore, where he starred in the TV dra- 
ma, “Paradise.” 

When he returned from UCLA, he sold 
his old Parafiaque house to his sister. 

With dispatch. 

"The house is conservative European. 
‘The pieces of furniture were too heavy,” he 
explains. "Ir wasn't me. 

In contrast, this condo unit captures his 
personality, he insists. “I did the interiors 
with the help of some friends. But chose 
everything, from the furniture to the col- 
ors.” 

Anda burst of colors, itis! 

The living room is painted in a cheerful 
yellow. “For identity,” he notes. “It inspires 
the mood I like.” 

The kitchen has a fiery red wall. “Red is 
for creativity, and signifies heat.” 

For the bedroom, he picked the colors of 
the sea. “Light blue and green. Very sooth- 
ing" 

He came across the unusual color combi- 
nations while perusing interior design 
books and magazines. “I read that colors 


DIFFERENT 
wood pieces 
from Baguio, 
put together 
toform a vase 
for thislone 
bird of 


ie-watching. "That's why I spent good 


THIS triptych was about to be thrown out by a friend; Rustom saved 
itfrom the trash bin. 


made a lot of difference as far as creating 
certain moods for your home.” 

“Instinctive,” he describes his design 
style and, in a nutshell, his overall concept 
as “fusion.” 

“I combined modern with Filipino 
pieces,” he points out. 

‘While most of the modish décor are from 
Dimensione, the Pinoy pieces are from ... 
here, there, everywhere, 

Mom Eva Cariño contributed the old wa- 
ter pump displayed in the lanai. “She got it 
from the province (Nueva Ecija). Td like to 
turn that poso into a fountain with a pond 
someday" 

Also in the lanai is a teakwood bench 
that he bought in Vigan. "It was originally 
from Ifugao.” 

‘The miniature harp in the terrace is also 
from Vigan. 

He also turned old rice grinders from 
Baguio into a lamp and a vase. 

In his former home, the vase was used as 
a stool, he recounts. "By combining it with 
other wooden pieces from Baguio, I turned 
it into a vase for the bird of paradise." 

The dining table and native chair in the 
living room are from second-hand shops in 
Bangkal, Makati. 

Of course, his Urian and Gawad Tanglaw 
trophies occupy a place of honor in his mi- 
ni-office. 

Apart from a laptop, the only high-tech 
indulgence in the house is a flat-screen TV 
"Ispent good money on it because I love 
watching movies." 

Rustom, who recently joined the cast of 
GMA 75 "La Venaetta," owns a DVD collec- 
tion of movies from around the globe: US 
classics like "Sunset Boulevard" and "The. 
Godfather,” as well as French ("The Piano 
Teacher" and "La Femme Nikita") and 
Spanish/Latin titles ("Y Tu Mama Tambi- 
en,” "Amores Perros"). 

He also filled the place with artworks. 

A still life in the kitchen is by friend 
Princess Punzalan. 

Inthe bedroom isa piece called “Co” 
coon"—painted by brother Rommel Padil- 
la. “He said he thought of me when he 
painted it. Buthe did that before I came out 
(admitred being gay) on ‘Pinoy Big Broth- 
pes 

His brother Robin has also visited in the 
condo. 

“Rommel, Robin and Thad lunch here 
one Sunday, before our guesting on ‘Show- 
biz Central," Rustom relates. “Robin said 
he liked the place, that he feels relaxed 
here.” 

Does Rustom feel just as comfy? Has he 
finally found home? 

“Home is where the heart is,” he quips, 
‘without missing a beat. "Here or abroad, I 
feel at home. Wherever Tend up, want to 
feel relaxed and comfortable.” 


MINIATURE harp 
from Vigan 


OSTRICH eggs from 
Boracay adorn the 
ing table 


STONE fountain 
topped with colorful 
crystals. 


FRESH horsetail 


under candleholder 
that he bought from 
a Makati mall. 


MODERN table and decor froma Makati 
mall 


gp 


INDUSTRY awards and pictures of 
pet, Iman, occupy a place of honor in his 
mini-office, 


IN BED with his 
Urian and Gawad 
Tanglaw trophies. 


SCENTED candle 
rests ona plate by 
potter Ugo 
Bigyan. 


PEEL: 
aca 402 gant! 
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time, Bench brings together a 
barrage of their sexy en- 
dorsers in a sizzling Bench 
Body campaign, inspired by 
the hugely successful movie, 
300. 


Getting inspiration from the movie 
300, a story of 300 Spartans who 
fought t out against an army of over 
one million soldiers - a fictionalized 
retelling of the Battle of the Ther- 
mopylae, the team set out to shoot 
the roster of endorsers against highly 
dynamic imagery. It wos the perfect 
background for the sizzling Bench 
Body numbers the stars-slash-mod- 
els donned for the shoot. 

Shot by ace lensman Ronnie Sal- 
vacion, with creative direction by 
stylist extraordinaire Noel Manapat, 
the photos highlight the Bench en- 
dorsers’ hot physiques clad in sexy 
Bench Body underwear. "We kept 
ihe highlight on the endorsers 
physiques, maintained the heroic at- 
fitude;" Noel explains, "but used dif- 
ferent stying and lighting techniques 
to create otherworidly Images that 
best depict the product and the 
people who wear lt.” 

“The graphic quality of the 
movie 300 was the Inspiration, with 
the characters’ ripped bodies set 
against the visually arresting back- 
grounds,” Noel further points out. 
"As an Inspiration, It provided the 
starting point for us to Interpret our 
own original version, creating 
characters to sult the personality of 
jhe models, as we did not want fo 


www. ka 
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anila’s fashiona 


‘Aldo stays a 
step ahead 
with the total 
offering of our 
collections. 
We carry the 
latest trends in 
ladies’ and 
men's 
footwear, us 


well as fashion Ms aling all shoe lovers and shoe- 
handbags fz aholics, there's yet another reason to 
celebrate with the arrival of a new x pe 
and shopping haven that is taking the metropolis IFTTT-Resepse 
i å by storm. Enter ALDO, a line of high quality MOUE] 

Sog fashion footwear known fortheir trend-setting — iris 
The diversity-of 7 3 leather and patent shoes and accessories is 

M. finally here. Originally from Montreal, Cana- 
our range m BÉ cic, ALDO hos ved long way since its ear- 
Covers all prera ly concessionaire days. ALDO has also in- 

i E EERI vaded the streets of New York, London, Sid- a toe pump! 
styles and Ertl ney, Lisbon, Dubai and Singapore. It's latest ANIMAL print poen oma 
looks from | * Ludi siop? Bustling Metro Manila. , * for the trend-s* 


A new acquistion of Suyen Corporation, ALDO 
dressy, to ‘opened its premiere store at The Block, SM North Edsa. 
1 When the clock struck noon, the boufique's doors 
sport, to ‘opened and shoe aficionados and passers by alike 
B EC flocked in to browse through ALDO's walls displaying the 
city/casual. ; latest shoe ses for both men and women. Even the 
nw who's who In Philippine showbiz could not resist. The Ikes 
We definitely of Diether Ocampo, Joke Cuenca, Francine Prieto, An- 
hx gelica Panganiban, and Rafael Rosell were simply en- 
ave 2 l| cmored by the variety of shoes and colors there were at . 
" the shop, that they could not resist trying on these fash- 
something for . d >a ionable pieces. Richard Gomez favored ALDO's ac- Și 
" ] cessories, while the Be Bench Model Search winner © 
WOOR E Regine and fellow finalists Michelle and Kistine went 
straight for the patent pumps ond hip flats. 

While some seem to think this Is just your ordinary 
shoe store, Sebastien Gagnon, director of intemational 
sales and operations, who flew In for the store's debut 
‘opening begs to differ ond explains, "ALDO offers a fun, 3 

The product is always on-trend, 
and new styles are oriving on a regular basis. The co! COLORFUL patent peep-toe 
lection has fashionable Inspiration taken from the nu- RECEN Teed seal 
merous trends found around the world, giving con- 
sumens a global perspective on fashion. The shopfi is 
modem and fresh, ond the merchandising Is very ap- 
proachable.” 

i As far as the latest frends in shoe siyies are con- 
BE Vn cemed, Sebastien explains, "ALDO stays a step ahead 
penes i with the total offering of our collections. We carry the lat- 
Ocampo ias j est frends in ladies ond men’s footwear, os well os fosh- 
on ALBOS ion handbags and accessories. The diversity of our 
prd e ra ies and looks from dressy, 10 soo 
pine € eivicosua itely have something for every- 
aaia ALDO's store has that inviting feel to it that allows 
guests to effortiessty browse ihrough racks without be- 
ing overwhelmed by the multitude of colors and di- 
verse colors. Catering more towards a Ifeslye than a 
demographic. the ‘young, styish, and going places’ 
are sure to find a pair that suits them - for both men and 
women allie! At the store's opening alone, men were 
lust as interested to try on thelr most favored pair in the 
store. 

ALDO not oniy caries shoes, but offers accessories 
thot go in perfect tandem with their footwear offerings. 
Whether if ls to find the perfect pair of shades that ac- 
centuate your face shape, a statement dog fag neck- 
loce or metalic head band that adds oomph to any 
get up, ALDO has become a pleasurable shoppi 
perience that wil make you want to come ba 
more 

ALDO Is now open at The Block, SM North Edsa and 
Power Plont Moll but wil soon be open throughout 
Metro Manila. Helping to make this possible is their fran- 
chisee Suyen Corporation, who has got grand plans for 
ALDO this year alone. Watch out for their shops in Boni- 
facio High Street, Robinson's Galleria, Tinoma, and 
Shangii-La Maliin the next few months 

With this store's passion to offer ine best shopping ex- " 
perience and quality, trendy siyie offerings together Mbicueicee gis Panganiban and Danny Chien. 
with Suyen Corporation's unprecedented support itis M 
oniyamatterof me before ALDO becomes the IT bou- 
tique for shoes and accessories in the Philippines. 
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"Catch these celebrities in their hottest best, cladin Bench Body briefs, boxer briefs, 
and ladies' undergarments in sexy lace, full floral prints, and crown designs" 


copy the movie Imagery." 

‘And for this ambitious project, 
Bench made sure to gather some of 
their best, Among the sexy "Bench 
Spartans" featured In the campaign 
are comedienne/IV host Rufa Mae 
Quinto, modeVactor Bruce Quebral, 
actresses Alessandra de Rossi, 
Francine Prieto and Angelica Pangani- 
bon, modelbasketball player Doug 
Kramer, actors Jake Cuenca, Marco 
Alcaraz, and Rafael Rossel, models AJ 
Winkler, Don Mendoza and Jon Mul- 
laly, and RnB singer Jay-R. Also In the 
cast ate the newest Bench models, 

2 the winners of the Be Bench Model 
Search. Regine Angeles and Carlo 
i Guevara. 

Catch these celebrities in heir 
hottest best, clad In Bench Body briefs, 
boxer briefs, and ladies undergar- 
ments In sexy lace, full floral prints, and 
crown designs, mesh on mesh combi- 
nation briefs, stiped garter briefs and 
bright colored underwear in shades of 
punchy colors of orange, blue and 
pink. 

For your own sexy Bench Body num- 
ber, vist thelr stores located at Robin- 
sons Galletia and Robinsons Ermita, 
SM Megamall, SM North Edsa, SM 
Manila, SM Bagulo, SM Lucena, SM 
Centerpoint, SM Fairview, SM Sucat, 
SM Pampanga, SM Cavite, Alabang 
Town Center, and Glorietta, 


ik 2, Eastwood . Glorietta 3 . Power Plant Mall 
‘Greenhills . SM Mall of Asia . SM Megamall 
po Edsa . The Block . The Podium . TriNoma 
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After 30 days 
of fasting, RP 


ase 


Al Gore, UN share 


Nobel Peace Prize 


OSLO, NORWAY—FORMER US VICE 
President Al Gore and the UN's Inter- 


Muslims feast 
governmental Panel on Climate Change 


By Jeoffrey Maitem, Nash B. Maulana p i " Y " oie s "| jointly won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize 
and Germelina A. Lacorte in Mindanao {i à 5 ri BRL g 1 ë = Friday for their efforts to spread aware- 


and Tina G. Santos in Manila J ; É ] X ness of man-made climate change and 


to lay the foundations for fighting it. 
COTABATO CITY—FEW MUSLIMSFIRED B Gore, who won an Academy Award 
firecrackers and weapons in the air as 4 £ of" earlier this year for his film on 
they marked the end ofthemonthlong fi F global warming, ‘An Inconve- 
fasting at dawn yesterday. y nient Truth,” had been widely 
Filipino Muslims, describing the sig- f tipped to win the prize. The 
nificance of Eid'l Fitr to uninitiated win is also likely to add fur- 
Christians, usually explain itas Christ- ther fuel to a burgeoning 
mas and fiesta rolled into one. movement in the United 
‘At City Hall and the Cotabato City ALGORE/AI 
AFTER3ÜDAYS/AIO. 


Filipinos among 8 charged 
with $80-M scheme to 
defraud US bank NEWS /A2 


— 


GOD IS GREAT. The Muslims’ holy month of Ramadan ends on Friday. At the Blue Mosque, Mahariika Vilage in Taguig, Muslims face Mecca to pray, marking the start of the Ei 
Christmas with family reunions, gift-giving, charity work, merry-making and feasting. Muslims say that Ramadan is more meaningful this year with much and sustained support from other faiths through interfaith dialogues. 
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Debt service 
„Cut in P1.23-T 
'08 nat’l budget 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


clear, and sh 


THEY HAVE DECIDED TO 
keep the ruling coalition in- 
tact, if only to avert what one 
of their political allies earlier 
warned of—the possibility of 
“mutually assured destruc- 
tion.” 

At a closed-door, one-on-one meet- 
ing in Malacafiang on Thursday morn- 
ing, President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia agreed that 
one's political demise was sure to lead 
to the other's downfall, according to 
De Venecia hiinself. 

"That's pretty clear, and she knows 
it,” he told the ingute in an interview 
at midnight on Thursday, at the side- 
lines of the House deliberations on the 
2008 national budget. 

De Venecia said he and Ms Arroyo 
had acknowledged that the supposed 

1G0DOWN/AB 


E ; A Opposition plans 
SLEEPLESS IN THE HOUSE: It was 1:45 a.m., Friday, Oct. 12 when the House of Representatives approved the P!.227-trillion General ^ 
Aes Asof 200 star 2 vesis ol rie rr eat Ar e vaty Se brs de eame $O take impeach 
referral to SC 
By Norman Bordadora 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives has reduced by P17.3 bil- 
lion automatic foreign debt 
payments that would have eat- 
en up more than half of the pro- 
posed P1.227-trillion national 
budget for 2008. 

The debt payments cut was 
one of the highlights of the 
marathon plenary ses- 
sions—held amid reports of 
threats to the Speaker's posi- 
tion—that passed on second 
reading the country’s second 
trillion-peso budget at 1:45 
a.m. yesterday after just over a 

DEBT SERVICE/AIT 


US arrests 
‘clown’ who 
abused RP kids 


By Ferdinand Zuasola 


pirer Mindset in the first 2 weeks of October. 


vies 3 more solons confirm ‘Christmas gift 


his magic tricks. 

To them, he was simply "Klut- 
zo the Clown," a funny man who 
loved to take pictures of children. 

Then he flew back home to 
the United States. The shocking 
news came yesterday. 
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Why, who is going 
after the Inquirer? 


By Joker P. Arroyo 
Senator, 
Republic of the Philippines 


(Editor's Note: Per request of the 
author, the following is pub- 
lished “unedited 

and in ull, in- 

cluding the title.") 

WHEN SECRETARY NERI 
pleaded at the close of the 
September 26th 2007 joint 
committee hearing on the NBN 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 

and Jolene Bulambot, 

Inquirer Visayas 

and Norman Bordadora and Christian V. 
Esguerra in Manila 


DESPITE MALACANANG'S DENIALS, 
three veteran administration congressmen 
yesterday admitted envelopes containing 


cash were distributed during Thursday's 
breakfast meeting at the Palace called by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘Their admissions further bolstered the 
InguIRER story that envelopes were 
passed around during the meeting at- 
tended by about 190 lawmakers just be- 
fore Ms Arroyo's supporters took a deci- 
sive step in Congress effectively thwart- 


eum 


ing any serious move to impeach her. 
Cebu City Rep. Antonio Cuenco admitted. 
he got an envelope containing P200,000 in 
cash that he said was a “Christmas gift.” 
Cuenco said he did not see any mali- 
cious intent in the cash distribution, adding 
it was the “usual” Christmas gift congress- 
men had been getting every year. 
3 MORESOLONS/ AS 


deal that he would like to con- 

sult his superiors before he 

could agree or not to disclose 

his conversation with the Presi- 

dent, the Minority Leader Sen- 

ator Pimentel 

broached to me 

the idea of an ex- 

ecutive session where Neri 

could speak in the strictest con- 

fidence and thereby break the 
impasse. I agreed. 
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A 
STINKING MESS: 
To call attention to 
the extensive 
pollution of Bulacan 
rivers, Greenpeace 
volunteers dare to 
take a boat ride in 
the Marilao River in 
Bulacan to get 
samples of the 
water to determine 
its exact toxicity 


THE OPPOSITION IN THE HOUSE OF 
Representatives is seriously considering, 
taking to the Supreme Court Deputy 
Speaker Raul del Mar's referral of the 
purportedly weak impeachment com- 
plaint against President Macapagal-Ar- 

Toyo to the House committee on justice. 
Two lawyers in the House opposi- 
tion—Minority Leader Ronaldo Zamora 
OPPOSITION/ AB 


Solon does a ‘Joker,’ 
seeks House probe 


By Norman 
Bordadora 


REP. EDGAR SAN 
Luis has found a way 
to hit back at col- 
leagues who assailed 
his endorsement of a 
reputedly weak im- 
peachment complaint. 
allegedly meant to “immunize” President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo from a stronger suit. 
“if Lam going to be investigated for 
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FORECAST: Northern and Central Luzon will erparencs most 
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Pinoys among 8 charged in $80-M scam 


5 plead guilty in scheme to defraud US Eximbank with fraudulent loans 


WASHINGTON—THE US JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAS CHARGED 
eight people, including two Filipinos, in connection with an $80 
million scheme to defraud the US Export-Import Bank, federal 


prosecutors said Thursday. 


The charges were announced by US Assis- 
tant Attomey General Alice Fisher of the Crimi- 
nal Division and US Attorney Jeffrey Taylor of 
the District of Columbia. 

Five of the eight defendants pleaded 
guilty in the scheme involving $80 million 
worth of fraudulent loan transactions be- 
tween companies in the Philippines and US 
lending banks, in which the US Eximbank 
acted as guarantor or insurer. 

The two Filipinos charged were Marilyn G. 
Ong, 51, and her nephew Ildefonso Ong Jt, 43, 
both from Manila. The Ongs were charged 
with one count of conspiracy to defraud the US 
and to commit offenses against the US; four 
counts of submitting false statements to US Ex- 
imbank; four counts of mail fraud; and nine 
counts of money laundering. 

The indictment also charged Marilyn 
Ong with obstructing US Eximbank’s inves- 
tigation of the fraudulent scheme, accord- 
ing to PR Newswire Association LLC in its 
website www.prnewswire.com. 


Ripoff 

“We will not tolerate fraudulent use of 
Ex-Im Bank financing,” said US Eximbank 
chairman and president James H. Lam- 
bright. “With the help of the Justice Depart- 
ment, we will continue to pursue anyone 
attempting to rip off the taxpayer.” 

According to PR Newswire, the five who 
pleaded guilty wate Daniel Curran, 52, of Boyn- 
ton Beach, Fla.; Edward Chua, 55, of Montebello, 
Calif; David Villongco, 51, of San Mateo, Calif; 
Jaime Galvez, 51, of Redondo Beach, Calif. and 
Robert Delgado, 46, of Fremont, Calif. 

Four of those who pleaded guilty are ex- 
porters, and one isa freight-forwarder. 

Curran and Chua pleaded guilty to conspira- 
cy to defraud the US and mail fraud, Villongco 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


ALEETU 


TRUCKS © 


and Delgado pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
defraud the government with respect to claims 
and mail fraud. Galvez pleaded guilty to de- 
struction or concealment of records in a crimi- 
nal investigation and perjury 

Christina Song, 49, of Whittier, Calif. was. 
charged with conspiracy to defraud the US 
and mail fraud. 


Up to 40 years 

The five, who are all US citizens, have 
agreed to serve time in prison, with maxi- 
mum sentences of up to 40 years. They also 
agreed to cash or property forfeiture. 

"The pleas are the result of an extensive in- 
vestigation conducted jointly by the Justice De- 
partment, FBI, and US Postal Inspection Ser- 
vice with the assistance of Ex-Im Bank,” said 
General Counsel Howard Schweitzer" 

The scheme involved the fraudulent sale 
and shipment of US exports to the Philip- 
pines. 

As part of the scheme, a loan broker in the 
Philippines assisted borrowers in executing 
loan agreements with lending banks and in 
obtaining loan guarantees or insurance poli- 
cies from the US Eximbank as part of the 
Joan agreements, the prosecutors said. 

The loan broker then recruited US ex- 
porters for the purpose of purchasing US 
goods and shipping the goods to the Philip- 
pine borrowers. 

‘The broker instructed the exporters to pre- 
pare false shipping documents and submit 
them to the lending banks to make it appear 
they had purchased and shipped goods. 

In reality, the exporters did not purchase 
the goods called for in the loan agreements, 
and instead misappropriated a majority of 
the loan proceeds, the prosecutors said. 

With a report from Reuters 
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NEWLY PROMOTED RESERVIST ARMY MAS- 
ter Sergeanj, Emmanuel "Manny" Pacquiao 
promised yesterday to visit military troops in; 


Sse Basilan and Jolo to’ SHBWhis support for their 


continued fight against the Abu Sayyaf terrorist 
group in southern Mindanao. 

“I will go next month to Jolo and Basilan 
to give support to our fellow soldiers there. 
T thank you for all the support you've given 
me and I want to give back that support to 
our troops there who are fighting the ter- 
rorists," Pacquiao said in an extemporane- 
ous speech delivered in Filipino during his 
visit to the Philippine Army headquarters. 

Army chief, Lt. Gen. Alexander Yano, in- 
vited Pacquiao to the headquarters to give 
soldiers a chance to meet the celebrated 
boxer and to confer him his promotion. 

Pacquiao arrived at the Army headquar- 
ters in his Porsche, wearing Army fatigues. 

‘Around 2,000 officers and soldiers, to- 
gether with their wives and children, gath- 
ered at the Army grandstand to see Pacquiao 
and have their photos taken with him. 
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“I hope my last fight gave the soldiers 
courage, valor and determination," Pac- 
quiao said in Filipino. 

Pacquiao won a unanimous decision án a a 
rematch with Mexican boxer Marco Anto- $ 
io Barrera in Las Vegas on Sunday. *® & 

‘The victory prompted Yano to promote him ^ 
from Technical Sergeant to Master Sergeant. 

“Tam happy to have been promoted,” Pac- 
quiao beamed, adding that he had always 
wanted to be a soldier and that his being an 
Army reservist was a fulfillment of the dream. 

Pacquiao was promoted two ranks high- 
er to Technical Sergeant after he knocked 
out Morales in a return bout in November 
last year. 

Pacquiao has been conferred the highest 
rank for an Army reservist. 

“We can no longer promote you after 
your next win. Maybe we'll have to demote 
you first," Yano told Pacquiao in jest. 

At a simple reception after meeting the 
troops at the grandstand, Pacquiao sang a 
few lines from his song, “Para sa 'yo ang la- 
ban na ito (This is for you, this fight)” upon 
the Army officers’ request. 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 


HONG KONG—SPURNED BY THE 
Philippine Overseas Labor Office (Po- 
1o), Canto-pop star Jacky Cheung and 
his wife, retired actress Mei Lo, have. 
turned to Indonesians for help. 

‘The couple, which has been banned 
from hiring Filipino helpers due to a 
record of frequently firing maids or 
causing them to resign, has asked re- 
cruitment agencies to find Indonesian 
domestic workers to replace the Fil- 
ipinos who have left their household. 

Lo mentioned the resignation of the 
four Filipino maids during the actress 
meeting with Philippine consulate offi- 
cials in September. Cheung himself con- 
firmed the resignation of his maids after 
leaming that the, couple had been 
placed on the Polo's watch list. 

"We don't know why, they (maids) 
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HK star turns to Indonesians for help 


just resigned voluntarily" Assistant labor 
attaché Leonida Romulo told Hong Kong 
News. The Polo had not been contacted 
by any of the helpers who recently quit. 

She said that an agency, which used 
to facilitate the employment of Filipino 
domestic helpers for Lo, revealed that it 
is now processing the employment of 
Indonesian helpers for the Cheung 
household. 

Indonesians, which a 2007 Caritas 
study found to be the “most abused” for- 
eign domestic helpers in Hong Kong, 
have risen in numbers in recent years. 
There are now 111,798 Indonesian do- 
mestic helpers, the second biggest pop- 
ulation of foreign maids after Filipinos, 
‘who number 122,613, as of August. 

The Polo stopped processing Lo's appli- 
cation for two more domestic helpers in 
‘August, summoning instead the retired ac- 
tress to appear at the Philippine consulate 


and explain her employment history. 

Records show that Lo, the registered 
employer for Cheungs house help, 
hired 21 domestic helpers from 2004 to 
2007, only two of whom finished their 
contracts. Some of the helpers lasted 
only weeks. 

Lo failed to justify the frequent resig- 
mation or termination of her Filipino 
maids during the meeting with Philip- 
pine officials in September, saying only 
that perhaps, they could not all get 
along as she employs at least four 
helpers at any given time. 

‘Two of Lo's former maids, whom Ro- 
mulo did not name, detailed various 
complaints about their work in Cheung's 
household. One domestic helper called 
the Polo to report long work hours while. 
another sent a letter asking the Polo to 
blacklist Lo. Blacklisted employers are 
never again allowed to hire Filipinos. 


"Only Globe gives me a tool that lets 
me capture inspiration in a snap.’ 
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“If after a year they've learned their 
lesson, they've cooled off, they know 
how take care of Filipino workers, then 
we may reconsider. But if we still hear 
objections or strong concems ...." Labor 
attaché Romulo Salud said, trailing off 

“If we feel that the Filipino communi- 
ty is already ready to forgive and under- 
stand the situation, we may consider” 
hesaid. 

He said the Polo placed and removed 
employers on the watch list on a case-to- 
case basis, without specific guidelines 
other than the violation of the employ- 
ment ordinance, reports of abuses or the 
questionable turnover of helpers, as in 
the case of Cheung and Lo. 

There are now 106 employers on the 
watch list. These employers would not 
be allowed to hire Filipino helpers unless 
they can prove to the Philippine con- 
sulate that they are suitable employers. 
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Erap wants to stay longer near ailing ma in San Juan 


By Kristine L. Alave Special Division to allow Estra- since his trialbeganin 2001. day in preparation for the de- causedbyherailmentandage. a violation of the Sandigan- 
da, who was convicted of two “We will consider every option. fense'soralarguments. Security was doubled during bayan’s order prohibiting him 

THE LAWYER OF CONVICTED counts of plunder in September, We will file the corresponding The Sandiganbayan gave Estrada'svisit.Hedidnottalkto from giving interviews and 

former President Joseph Estrada to remain for a few days at the motion,” Flaminiano said. Estrada a one-day pass yester- the media when he arrived at from leaving the hospital. 


yesterday said they would press San Juan Medical Center. He added that they would ask day to visit his mother, 102- around 10 a.m. 


Estrada's son, Sen. Jinggoy Estra- 


for his longer stay in San Juan Estrada, who is appealing the the court next week to permit year-old Mary Ejercito, who When he was in San Juan da, said he hopes that the court will 
Citytobenearhisailing mother Sandiganbayan ruling on his Estrada to leave Tanay and stay was admitted to the hospital in City last week, he was able to grant his father’ petition to stay in 

Jose Flaminiano said they plundercase,hasbeendetained in his residence in Polk Street August. She isbattling pneumo- visit the nearby City Hall and San Juan City because of his grand- 
would ask the Sandiganbayan in his estate in Tanay, Rizal for three days starting Wednes- nia and other complications had a brief chat with reporters, mothers critical condition. 
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€ Aer WHAT DOES A CHINESE COMPANY THAT 


^ Direct Af output to TV8 proyector manufactures X-ray machines and other 
e state-of-the-art airport security equipment 
rd got to do with the government's Cyber Edu- 
men agree cation Project (CEP)? 
* nega piola À Aiga Fille Speak Militant teachers raised the question as 
pae 77-1 they asked the Department of Education 
"PEL RU & S yesterday to explain the details of the mem- 
p reed E mauna orandum of agreement with China cover- 
rim Po ing the $460-million CEP 

penc The agreement requires the DepEd to 
E Pie je e oe Tet team up for the project with Tsinghua Tong- 
fang Nuctech Company (Nuctech), a Chi- 
Witte nese company that has “no expertise in 
satellite-based distance learning,” the Al- 

liance of Concerned Teachers (ACT) said. 
The agreement was signed by Trade Sec- 
pugronana rr retary Peter Pavila and Dr. Kang Ke Jung of 

me Nuctech in Boao, China, last April 
Kui Hu Haifeng, the 35-year-old son of Chinese. 
‘pied fede pick H President Hu Jintao, is president of Nuctech, a 
CLIP company that is also engaged in food process- 
and ieee 3 ing and radioactivity monitoring. 


No expertise 
ancase sro 3 Quoting from the firm's website, ACT 
erm LET chair Antonio Tinio said “neither the manu- 
De ape d A 3 
leue n P facture of satellite equipment nor the appli- 
«tokio Pd N i -r cation of satellite broadcasting or other 
Tne t 
qu ERU 3 > s forms of information and communications 
"ora en technology education are listed among 

EE Kp ct ond 4 [Nuctech's] areas of expertise.” 

à “Why then is the DepEd teaming up with 
E a manufacturer of X-ray machines?" he 
ans said. 

E, x The website describes Nuctech as “one of 
sta ave, z 3 the world's leading suppliers of state-of- 
MM ME 3 ter cingner inspection systems” with 

ne to st = 7 JH- a 
gat al te pe 


ed Arab Emirates, Turkey, Venezuela, Unit- 
ed Kingdom, and the Philippines. 
ACT said that the Bureau of Customs ac- 
quired 10 sets of Nuctech cargo scanners 
Trus nationende promo s (rom Sept 15 1 Nor vL Pr worth P400 million in 2006. 
RERO Tinio said the DepEd has repeatedly said 
esms e ee Rue | the CEP will be undertaken in partnership 
with the Beijing-based Tsinghua University, 
E 3 which is recognized for its expertise in the 
e um è EE ae Mea EOS S use of ICT for distance education. 
pe rp ek per ge pe E an Ope Se Pea “But the [memorandum agreement] was 
ia Digital ene aa m ee Dee erue meer MM e amem | Signed not by Tsinghua but by Kang who is 
CI Company: ee ea a eee are eene |; chairman of Nuctech," Tinio pointed out. 
2 ewccaskiadigiunt Emil tiet pakstation Tinio noted that Nuctech “maintains close 
ties with the engineering [and] physics de- 
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. | Teachers question Chinese 
aigo E firm's role in Cyber-Ed deal 
il 


partment of Tsinghua University from which 
it derives its core technologies.” 

Contacted in Cebu City, Education Secre- 
tary Jesli A. Lapus said there was nothing 
irregular about the involvement of Nuctech 
in the ambitious project. 

“Tsinghua Holdings of Tsinghua Univer- 
sity owns at least 100 subsidiary companies 
involved in technology, including Tsinghua 
Tongfang Nuctech," Lapus explained. 

“The bottomline is Tsinghua University, the 
undisputed leader in open and distance 
learning, is the Chinese-government desig- 
nated contractor for the project, subject, of 
course, to pertinent Philippine laws," he sai 

The CEP aims to fill the gaps in the edu- 
cation system by using satellite technology 
to deliver key learning concepts and other 
educational services to every school in the 
country through TV screens. 


Investment 

Only last week, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo announced she was suspending the 
CEP in the wake of the controversy caused 
by allegations of bribery in the $329-mil- 
lion national broadband project. 

‘This week, however, the President pressed 
anew for the implementation of the CEP saying 
it was an investment that the government 
should make to reduce poverty in the country. 

Both the NBN and CEP are to be financed 
by concessional loans from China, because 
of which they have apparently been award- 
edtoChinese-basedcontractors. $A 

Tinio said Nuctech enjoys a unique busi- 
mess advantage in international business 
circles because its president is the son of the 
Chinese President. 

"Critics have pointed tp the success,of 


s to Ver 60 countries worldwide, ini-- "Nüétechds*a-classicexample of-tiow*Chi- 
cluding Australia, South Korea, Iran, Unit?*fia'é'ruleri"usé political power for persorial 


gains by cornering lucrative governfriét 
contracts, a situation that should be thor- 
oughly familiar to Filipinos,” he said. 

“It would appear that Nuctech's favored 
status extends to China's foreign policy with 
Hu Jintao's government using tied loafis tb 
developing countries to provide Nuctech 
with juicy contracts overseas, such as the 
CEP even if the project happens to be out- 
side the firm's core competence,” Tinio said. 

He asked if Ms Arroyo's championing of 
the CEP was “a case of the Philippine Presi- 
dent kowtowing to the Chinese leader 
whose own personal interests are tied to 
the project in question.” 


— ma 
Correction 

IN THE OCT. 12 ISSUE, a story on Page 
A7—Rights of 40 detained Army. sol- 1| 
diers violated, says Biazon"—misstat- | 
ed the name of the camp in Tanay, | 
Rizal, where the soldiers were de- ^ 
tained. The correct name is Camp Cap- I 
inpin—not Camp Campin. 


THe DaiLy 
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Saturday, October 13, 2007 
27th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: 34:12:21 
Gospel: 

As Jesus was speaking, a w 
from the crowd and said to him, "Blessed is 
the one who bore you and nursed you!” Jesus 
replied, "Surely blessed are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it as well.” 
Commentary 

There will be judgment. All the nations will 
be involved and God will be known as the only 
God. There will be restoration for Jerusalem 
and for those who have been faithful. While for 
those who have done evil, and have enslaved 
and destroyed others, they will know the vio- 
lence of their own choice coming to visit them. 
The Lord is the Lord of justice and one day all 
will be revealed and set right. We hear the book | 
of Joel at the beginning of Lent. As the year 
comes toan end we are culled to look and to see 
ifthisyear has been the Year of the Lord. * 

While Jesus is speaking the Word of God, the 
truth, a woman cries out in blessing for the wom- 
an who gave him birth and nursed him as a child. 
But Jesus refuses to allow that blessing to stand. 
He says, "No. Rather blessed is the one who hears 
the word of God and keeps it!” This is more im- 
portant than any relationship of human kinship, | 
marriage, family, and parents. We are given birth | 
in the Word of God and we must make sure that 
this Word grows within us. 
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The Comelec said 


Si SNBA Majori Entepreneutal Management Si 
Vigifertnonti ‘with the Entrepreneurship 


that it has considered i : Insttvle of Austrai, Py Lid} 


PPCRV's 
able parti 


ommend- 


ipation in > MBA Major in foorism & Hospitality Management. 3 


past electoral exercis- {in portpershio with the Toursa Insiitite of Austrólo] 
sas well as its com- 


est, clean, 
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tions, for its accredit 
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lt added, the 
PPCRV has also suf- 


ficiently 


complied 


with the Comelecs 
accreditation rules. 
The Comelec said 
that the PPCRV will 
conduct poll watch- 
ing and assist voters 
in various precincts, 
and assist the Com- 
elec in providing 
voter's information 
and values educa- 
ton in municipali- 
ties, cities and 


provinces. 
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WHO lauds SC ruling on infant milk ads 


By Beverly T. representative Dr. manufacturers of the low breastfeed- 
ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS Natividad Nyuntu Soe said breastmilk substi- ing rates in the 
E: that overall the tutes which had country 
DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS l, y. 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE DESPITE THE highcourtsfinalde- successfully under- — "While we hoped 
Application for admission of new students for the 3rd Trimester, School Year 2007-2008 Supreme Courts re- cision on the Re- mined efforts to for a total ban on 
Tor the following degree programs is now going on: cent lifting of the vised Implementing promote breast- the marketing of 
MBA STANDARD PROGRAM ban on infant milk Rules and Regula- feeding. breast milk substi- 
PETE N prea ripere aartista EN bocas formula advertise- tions for the 1986 Soe said that tutes, the SC never- 
senior managers and leaders in the future ments, the World Milk Code is a“vic- while the court theless reaffirmed 
: Health Organiza- tory for the Philip- struck down the the DOH's power to 
Wriengoreebes rient son (WHO) has pimechldren > section which ab. regulate, "screen 
mnaona reining to become future CEOs and senior executives lauded the high  OnThursday,the solutely prohibited and decide on the 
à cours support of Unicef echoed the infant formula advertising and pro- 
a NK PROGRAM the Department of samesentimentsin milk ads, it still motional materials 
Gaag tasas bd bsc acte o at Health's power to astatementsaying saw merit in the of these products 
A O RAFO pius regulatethemarket- it was “delighted” DOH's argument alongside an inter- 


ing of breastmilk withthe SC ruling. that it needed to agency committee,” 
A 24-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector substitutes. Itsaid the decision regulate the mar- Soe said. 


ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE VISIT http:/lgsb.atenco.eds In a statement signals an end to keting of breast- ^ SoesaidtheWHO 
AND CLICK ONLINE ADMISSION AND FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM. yesterday, WHO the unethical ad- milk substitutes in applauds the tri- 
SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS Philippines country vertising claims of order to improve bunals wisdom in 
8:00 a.m. Saturday, October 20 & November 3, 2007 saying that the Milk 
= Code should also 
For additional information, please write or call 3 HESS 

THE REGISTRAR 


5 mote the nourish- 

ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING E d na ment of children 
#20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati Ci tu dir in oie 
Tels: 8997691 c. 2214, 2215, 2216 & 2217 7192000 / 8995548 direct line f L| months, thus con- 
Email emunsibang@apsateseneds Office hours: 12an-8pm * k duding that the 
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N 4 * (PHAP) was mistak- 

= = en in claiming that 

Strategic j : z iag the Milk Code's cov- 

reasoning. xm qe. HE i 1 erage is only limited 

to children below 12 
months. 

Soe also lauded 

the decision to up- 
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by the United Na- 
tions Children’s 
Fund (Unicef) and 
“GARDEN VILLAS f the WHO. 

“We are confident 
that this develop- 
ment will pave the 
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Pinoy abducted in Nigeria home today | ciyianp 


Your investment at its best 


By Tarra Quismundo Aquino International Airport = = 
Oaia). : has the experience — * 
A FILIPINO WORKER ABDUCT- Bacani and his Colombian 
ed in Nigeria and released after colleague were found in Port c 
two weeks of captivity is com- Harcourt around 9 p.m of Oct. 9 expertise to train 
ing home this morning, the De- in Nigeria (5 a.m. in Manila). | - 
partment of Foreign Affairs No further details about the re- | Tutorial Center 
(DFA) said. lease and prior negotiations ps 
Albert Bacani Sr, an electri- were disclosed but the DFA said 
cian working for an Italian oil Thursday that there were no || Math Science ana English EXECUTIVE VILLAGE 
company in the oil-rich Port concessions involved as Nigeri- min. drive rom Rotunda Back of McDonald's and Olivarez Plaza 
Harcourt, is expected to arrive an authorities “pressured the P Own a 472 sqm lot for as low as 
in Manila at 8:45 a.m. today via kidnappers to free Bacani.” e 
a KLM Airlines fight meo voes wee eed | Grade School High Schoot College BZ ce ce I 
His repatriation follows five on Sept. 27 by around 10 men in : MAKATI ‘ORTIGAS MIO CRUE MANIA 
days since he and a Colombian military attire who attacked the  MEKSTEEELESII Alabang owo 812-2222 687-3333 567-3333 242-1212 


co-worker were “recovered by Port Harcourt construction yard of Prince David LS, xc Cun) WJ 818-8888  www.CITYLAND.net —— 243-6565 
MSA Rivergate Complex 


Nigerian authorities” on a Saipem, a firm controlled by Ital- ||| Condominium Cem Miine | 49.4 Mam Ancase || | 2007 LEADING CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER NATIONAL AWARDEE 


bridge near Port Harcourt. ian oil giant Eni. A Colombian Katipunan Avenue ce of the Pr 


Officials of the DFA Migrant worker was killed during the raid. 435-6062 | 659-1 022 os 255-2194 


1 
| 


Workers’ Affairs office and the The DFA identified the ab- 
Overseas Workers’ Welfare Ad- ductors as a “splinter group" of 
ministration are expected to the Movement for the Emanci- 
welcome Bacani at the Ninoy pation of the Niger Delta. 


Migrante F 
disputes 
OFW survey 


By Jerome Aning 


A MILITANT GROUP OF OVERSEAS FIL- 
ipino workers and their families yesterday 
disputed the findings of a recent survey 
that says that families of OFWs “tend to just 
sit back and wait for remittances, apparent- 
ly content with that kind of life." 

Migrante International said the surveys 
sponsor, Nielsen Media Research Philippines, 
should explain and elaborate on the basis for its 
conclusion, adding, "The reality is that if most 
OFW families have no other source of local in 
come, that’s because there are litle avail- 
able—which is why their loved ones were 
forced to work overseas in the first place.” 

Maita Santiago, secretary-general of Mi- 
grante, cited the findings of the independent 
think-tank Ibon Foundation that the unemploy- 
‘ment rates for 2001 to 2006 were at a “record 
high” of 11.3 percent while underemployment 
in the same period averaged 18.7 percent. 

‘There are also approximately 11.6 mil- 
lion Filipinos or one-third of the labor force 
‘who are currently jobless or looking for 
work, according to Ibon. 

“Further, if only a small percentage of 
families use remittances to set up businesses 
or make other investments—that’s because 
after paying for food, education and rent, 
there's usually little left over,” Santiago said. 

She also cited a recent Asia Development 
Bank study which showed that the top 
items OFW families spent remittances on 
were food, education, rent and utilii 

On the other hand, Santiago said that the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas in its Consumer 
Expectations Survey for the third quarter 
this year similarly showed that 94.1 percent 
of households receiving remittances spent 
money on food and other household needs. 

Migrante was also bothered if family 
members left behind by OFWs were really 
content with their lives. 

“The statement that the families are ‘con- 
tent’ is troubling given the intense social 
costs of forced migration on families. Can 
anyone ever be content knowing their fami- 
ly is torn apart?” she asked. 

Aside from the social costs, Migrante said the 
economic benefits of the OFWs’ remittances 
should also be considered vis-à-vis the welfare 


32ndyear ||; Sy remittance sa 


‘THE NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY WILL. 
mark its 32nd year on Monday with Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro, chair of the Housing and 
Urban Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC), gracing the celebration at the NHA 
main office in Diliman, Quezon City. 

The NHA was created in 1975 and has since 
carried out various housing projects, particular- 
Jy resettlement and slum upgrading, benefiting 
over five million homeless Filipinos. 

Ind e leadershiy sider i 
fice comas Tidi eer * Over 600 BDO Branches. Ang iba open as late as 7 p.m. 

The NHA, in a press statement, said it has < 36 BDO Branches sa SM Malis na open hanggang weekends 
implemented a massive resettlement pro- 17 BDO On-Site mall outlets 
gram for families displaced from danger ar- = 39 SM Forex counters sa mga SM Department Stores at SM Hypermarkets 
eas and sites earmarked for priority infras- 157 rural bank branches nationwide 
tructure projects. De Castro sits as chair- 
man of the NHA board. 

A total of 14,269 squatter families living 
along the railroad tracks in Bulacan have been 
relocated to resettlement areas. This enabled 
them to have their own houses and paved the " 
way for the complete clearing of the 32-kilome- We find ways 
ter right-of-way of the Metro Manila and Bula- 
can segments of the Northrail Project. Since the 
onset of the project in 2002, a total of 23,172 
families have been relocated. 

Highlights of the anniversary rites on 
Monday will include a thanksgiving Mass, 
the conferment of loyalty awards to NHA 
employees and opening of a photo exhibit 
on the Rail Linkage Project. 


Alam naming minsan, nahihirapang kumuha ng remittance ang mga 
kamag-anak mo sa Pilipinas. Madalas, kailangan pa nilang humabol sa 
business hours ng bangko o remittance center. Pero sa BDO, pinadali 
namin ang pagkuha ng remittance. 
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‘I go down, you go down,’ GMA and JDV agree 


From page Al 
conflict between them was the handi- 
ı „work of “Machiavellian intriguers” and 
$ Ssdark forces that are out to divide us.” 
1* ^. He refused to name names, but said 
the two of them would look into the mat- 
ter “more carefully” in the next few days. 

“Malacaiiang has been described as 
a snake pit," he said. "We also have our 
own snake pit in the House." 

"The meeting between the two leaders 
-,took place hours before De Venecia an- 
= nounced in a press conference that he was 
£ inhibiting himself from the referral of the 
T. impeachment complaint filed against Ms 

Arroyo by lawyer Roe! Pulido. 

The complaint, which reached the 
House committee on justice at 7:30 
pam. on the same day, gave Ms Arroyo 
yearlong immunity from another or a 
‘stronger impeachment case. 


Clearing the air 

7, De Venecia said his meeting with the 
President allowed both of them to clear 
the air, following weeks of speculation 
that they were headed for a split 

Tn an earlier interview, one of their 
„allies in the House said their relation- 
ship had reached the level of a “mutu- 

ally assured destruction.” 

‘The political alliance began in 1998 
when De Venecia, then a presidential 
candidate, and his Lakas-Christian 
Muslim Democrats provided the politi- 
cal machinery for Ms Arroyo, his run- 
ning mate, who belonged to the Kaba- 
likat ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) 


De Venecia said Ms Arroyo assured him 
at the Palace meeting that she would not 
move for his ouster, particularly in the 
wake of his son and namesake's disclo- 
sures on the $329-million Nationa! Broad- 
band Network (NBN) project that vias 
awarded to China's ZTE Corp. 

"She has sent so many messages and 
assurances," he added. 

(Jose “Joey” de Venecia II, who had 
submitted an unsolicited proposal for 
the project, told a Senate inquiry into 
the matter that the President's husband, 
Jose Miguel Arroyo, had told him to 
“back off” from the deal.) 

‘The Speaker said that at one point dur- 
ing the meeting, he told Ms Arroyo that 
both of them should “watch our backs.” 

“This guy is so vicious,” he said in refer- 
ence to Pulido, who had also filed a sepa- 
rate ethics and graft case against him. Like 
the impeachment complaint, the case was 
based on the NBN-ZTE controversy. 


High ground 

De Venecia said he gave the go-sig- 
nal for the referral of the Pulido com- 
plaint to the justice committee to help. 
dispel talk that he wanted to delay it so 
he could prepare a stronger impeach- 
ment case against Ms Arroyo. 

But the primary consideration, he said, 
was to keep the majority coalition from 
falling apart—a piece of advice that he 
had consistently received from leading 
administration lawmakers in the House. 

“I feel stronger morally and politi- 
cally," he said. "I stood on high political 


and moral ground." 

De Venecia said paving the way for 
Ms Arroyo's yearlong immunity from 
another impeachment case did not ex- 
actly put him at a political disadvan- 
tage in case of a real conflict. 

"We won't come to that point be- 
cause'the coalition is intact," he said. 
"Even those who wish me ill were not 
able to implement their designs, and I 
came out even stronger.” 


Keeping the faith 

Speaking with reporters after the 
2008 budget was passed at 1:45 a.m. 
yesterday, De Venecia said he believed 
that he had hurdled a hump in his bat- 
tle to keep the speakership. 

"I believe so,” he said when asked if 
he thought the worst was over as far as 
threats to his post were concerned. 

“But there have always been chal- 
lenges to my leadership since I became 
Speaker in 1992," he added. 

Rumors of De Venecia's ouster con- 
tinued to make the rounds in the 
House as its members went through 
the General Appropriations Bill and 
despite his move to have Deputy 
Speaker Raul del Mar refer the im- 
peachment complaint to the justice 
committee. 

“We've gone through many storms 
and we emerged victorious. The impor- 
tant thing is we've kept the faith and 
kept our hard work for public duty and 
the national duty" De Venecia said. 

Before the adjournment of yesterdays 


session at almost 2 am., Majority Leader 
Arthur Defensor rose to manifest the House 
leadership's support for the Speaker. 

“Our faith in your leadership re- 
mains strong and unwavering,” said 
Defensor, a De Venecia ally, amid ap- 
plause and cheering from members of 
the majority, minority and the admin- 
istration’s so-called Reform Bloc, as 
well as the few independents. 


Ouster can still happen 

A senior congressman close to De 
Venecia told the Inọumer that the 
Speaker's allies in the House remained 
on guard. 

"There really are forces who wanthim 
out,” said the senior congressman who 
asked that he not be named because of 
his high position in the House. 

He said certain quarters were still 
trying to convince Ms Arroyo to drop 
De Venecia and allow her allies in the 
House to oust him. 

“We are confident in her support for 
the Speaker—but not very confident,” 
the lawmaker said. “We are not leaving 
anything to chance.” 

‘A member of the Reform Bloc, who 
also requested anonymity because of 
his affiliation, confirmed to the INQUIR- 
En that indeed efforts were under way 
to oust De Venecia. 

“It might happen in November, or in 
December,” he said. 

He added jokingly that it could come 
immediately after the budget delibera- 
tions: “If we finish the budget early, we 


might make a move [to declare all 
seats vacant].” 


Help from a group 

The dearing of the air between the Pres- 
ident and the Speaker occurred with the 
help of a group of administration lawmak- 
ers who went to Malacafiang on Tuesday. 

The group broached the matter to 
Ms Arroyo over lunch, a lawmaker 
who attended the affair told the In- 
‘quire yesterday. 

“We were disappointed because we 
were doing our jobs, we were working 
long hours in the House, yet some of 
our colleagues were busy sowing in- 
trigues and whispering them to the 
President,” the informant said. 

Per the account, Ms Arroyo was 
asked directly if she was moving to 
oust De Venecia. 

Her purported answer was that she 
was not. 

Majority Leader Defensor, who was 
among the group, reportedly explained 
to the President that De Venecia's allies 
were not moving against her by amend- 
ing the rules on impeachment, a propos- 
al made as early as two weeks ago. 

The proposed amendment would 
have allowed the consolidation of two or 
more impeachment complaints before 
these are put in the order of business. 

It was meant to address the problem 
of a bogus complaint blocking legiti- 
mate ones because of the one-year im- 
munityrule. With a report from Nor- 
man Bordadora 


Opposition plans to take impeach referral by Deputy Speaker to SC 


From page Al 
of San Juan and Cagayan de Oro 
Rep. Rufus Rodriguez—questioned 
Del Mars authority to conduct the re- 
ferral process. 

"Mr. Speaker, by whose authority 
does the Deputy Speaker refer the 
impeachment complaint to the 
committee on justice?” Zamora said 
ina manifestation Thursday night. 

Zamora contended that the au- 
thority delegated by the House to 
the Speaker—such as the mandate 
to refer impeachment complaints to 
the justice committee—may not be 
delegated further to an agent of the 
Speaker. 

Rodriguez. echoed this yesterday, 
telling the Inoue: “IF [Speaker Jose 


de Venecia Jr) didn't want to, a dif- 
ferent Speaker may refer the com- 
plaint, but not [a Deputy Speaker]." 

According to Rodriguez, the Con- 
stitution delegates the House to 
draft the: rules on impeachment, 
and the House in turn delegates the 
Speaker to refer the impeachment 
complaint to the committee on 
rules, which will then put the com- 
plaint in the calendar of business 
for referral to the committee on jus- 
tice. 

“Its only the Speaker who can refer 
the complaint, not any of his repre- 
sentatives,” Rodriguez said, adding: 

“I already talked with Ronnie 
[Zamora] and we initially agreed to 
go to the Supreme Court to ques- 
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tion the referral.” 

He also said the minority may 
question the impeachment referral 
On two grounds—that it was at- 
tended by bribery, and that it was 
done illegally and unconstitutional- 
ly. 


‘Mechanical’ process 

Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio, another member of the House 
minority, was quick to protest Del 
Mar's action. 

‘At the plenary deliberations on 
Thursday night, Casifio tried to make 
an objection but was told off by Ma- 
jority Leader Arthur Defensor of Ioi- 
lo that a referral was a "mechanical" 
process not subject to debate. 
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"In that case, we'll just register our 
protestand enter into the records that we in 
the minority did not just stand idly by and 
allowed the referral of a fake impeachment 
complaint meant to shield the President 
from genuine impeachment for one year,” 
Casifio said. 

But eventually, Casifio and company did 
not press the issue of what they called an il- 
legal referral because a division of the 
House on the matter would only result in 
their loss by an overwhelming number. 

Earlier on Thursday, Speaker De Venecia 
inhibited himself from referring the im- 
peachment complaint filed by private 
lawyer Roel Pulido against Ms Arroyo. 

He sdid he was not keen on referring the 
complaint because alleged bribery attempts 
had attended its endorsement process. 

De Venecia assigned Del Mar to refer the 
complaint to the justice committee. 


Governors’ moves 


While the House opposition is planning 
its moves, governors aligned with the Presi- 
dent are preparing to seek not only the dis- 


missal of the Pulido complaint but also an 
end to the Senate inquiries into the since. 
scrapped National Broadband Network 
deal with China's ZTE Corp. and the “Hello 
Garci" wiretapping scandal. 

The 81-strong League of Provinces of the 
Philippines (LPP) came up with its common 
position and action a day after Ms Arroyo 
met in Malacaiiang with almost half the 
number of the country's governors, includ- 
ing Ben Evardone of Eastern Samar, Vilma 
Santos-Recto of Batangas, Ed Panlilio of 
Pampanga, Gwen Garcia of Cebu, and Vic 
Yap of Tarlac. 

lowing a discussion with the President 
on the government's status report on the in- 
frastructure program of the “super regions,” 
about 50 governors later met and decided to 
call for the junking of the Pulido complaint. 

“The governors decided, after analyzing 
the impeachment complaint, to ask 
Congress to dismiss the complaint,” said 
Evardone, secretary general of the LPR 

“We believe that the complaint has no leg 
to stand on," Evardone said. With a report 
from Christine 0. Avendano 


Solon does a ‘Joker’ 


Frompage Al 
what I believe in, they should also investi- 
gate those allegations [of money changing 
hands in the Palace],” San Luis said. 

‘The neophyte lewmaker from Laguna 
told the Inquirer yesterday that the House 
committee on ethics must also look into the 
ethical issues surrounding the reported dis- 
tribution of P200,000 to P500,000 in cash 
to more than 100 congressmen -who 
trooped to Malacafiang on Thursday morn- 
ing. 

San Luis earlier decried being investi- 
gated for bribery, which purportedly at- 
tended the search for endorsers of the 
lame impeachment case allegedly de- 
signed to fail. 


Ethics probe 
“1 endorsed an impeachment complaint 
based on my conscience so the truth may 


come out and I found myself the subject of 


an ethics investigation,” San Luis said in an 
interview. 

“Look at your headline. ‘Palace fixes 190 
solons.” Would you expect my colleagues to 
also file an ethics case against 
them [selves}?” he added. 

San Luis was referring to the INQUIRER'S 
banner story yesterday on the dole-outs of 
P200,000 to P500,000 given to congress- 
men in Malacahang as Speaker Jose de 
Venecia reportedly "agonized" over 
whether to refer the allegedly sham im- 
peachment against Ms Arroyo. 

House Majority Leader Arthur Defensor 
of Iloilo was quoted by inquirer.net as say- 
ing that the dole-outs were “a standard.” 
He said it was an assistance of sorts in antic- 
pation of the barangay elections and the 
expected influx of community leaders ask- 
ing for campaign funds. 


Bribe try? 

Romblon Rep. Eleandro Madrona said 
early this week that San Luis would be in- 
vestigated after Anakpawis Rep. Crispin 
Beltran's privilege speech detailing a bribe 
try for his endorsement also mentioned a 
sham endorsement by San Luis. 

San Luis has since denied knowing Fran- 
cis Ver, the lawyer who allegedly offered the 
bribe. He also denied receiving any mone- 
tary reward for his endorsement of lawyer 


Roel Pulido's complaint against Ms Arroyo. 
“Tes only I and Atty. (Pulido) who talked 
about this," he said. 


Hostage 

San Luis reserved his more scathing criti- 
cisms for the House Speaker. 

"De Venecia was upset because l beat 
[him] to the draw when I endorsed the im- 
peachment complaint," he seid. 

In his privilege speech on Thursday night, 
San Luis said De Venecia delayed his decision 
on the impeachment as a way to hold Mala- 
cafiang hostage to his concessions. 

"Since the Hello Garci’ episode, De Vene- 
cia has held the prospect of impeachment 
like a sword of Damocles over the head of 
the President,” San Luis said. "There's no 
way we'll know what concessions he al- 
ready got from the President.” 


Request for the heads 

in his privilege speech, San Luis said he re- 
ceived information that De Venecia wanted 
Ms Arroyo to remove Education Secretary Jes- 
li Lapus, Health Secretary Francisco Duque, 
Government Service Insurance System presi- 
dent Winston Garcia, Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales and Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corp. Chair Ephraim Genuino. 

He said De Venecia was holding out on his 
decision on the impeachment referral because 
of his request for the heads of the officals. 

Garcia is the son of Cebu Rep. Pablo Gar- 
cia who wrestled with the Speaker over the 
leadership of the House in July. 


Control 

Why would De Venecia want the others 
removed? 

"He wants control,” San Luis said. “These 
are the country's cash-rich agencies and he 
wants to control them as well. It's all about 
control.” 

For his part, De Venecia hit the alleged 
“disinformation campaign” on his motives 
for holding back the transmittal. 

He denied San Luis’ allegations that he 
was seeking the removal of the said Cabinet 
secretaries. 

“They are among the top performers in 
the Arroyo government and I have abso- 
lutely no reason to seek their removal,” De 
Venecia said in a statement. 
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3 more solons confirm ‘Christmas gift 


From page Al 
But Cuenco refused to say who 
distributed the money or if he was 
referring to Ms Arroyo as the source 
of the Christmas gift that congress- 
men "usually" received every year. 

He criticized people who con- 
nected the "Christmas gift" to the 
impeachment complaint filed 
against Ms Arroyo. 

Cuenco also said he did not know 
who distributed the envelopes. 

‘Two other administration law- 
makers also said they received a simi- 
Jar amount but asked not to be iden- 
tified because they did not want to 
compromise their positions in case of 
a shake-up in the leadership of the 
House of Representatives. 

Ingu sources said the distribu- 
tion of the envelopes was accompa- 
nied by Palace promises that the “pork 
barrel” allotments of the congressmen 
would be released soon—either before 
or after the Oct. 29 barangay elections. 

Malacafiang scoffed at the report, 
while some other congressmen insist- 
ed no cash flowed during the meeting. 

“if rumor-mongering could gener- 
ate income, the Philippines would 
have the highest GDP (gross domestic. 
product in the world," Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said in a text message. 

For his part, Secretary Cerge Re- 
monde, the head of the Presidential 
Management Staff, said he asked 
Cuenco about his admission and that 
Cuenco told him it was just a "joke." 

But nowhere in Cuenco's taped ra- 
dio telephone ‘interview over Cebu's 
dyLA did he say that he was just joking. 

His tone was serious. At some 
point he sounded evasive and irri- 
tated when pressed for details 
about the “Christmas gift.” 

‘Cuenco was first asked to comment 
on the INQumim story about congress- 
men getting from P200,000 to 
P500,000 each and being promised 
up to P70 million in pork barrel, 

Cuenco cut in, saying in Bisaya: 
"Way pork barrel. Ang gipanghatag 
gagmayng amount ... pinaskuhan 
tingale to (There was no pork bar- 
rel. What was given was a small 
amount. Perhaps, it was a Christ 
mas gift), Cuenco said. 


‘Dos sientos" 

Asked to reiterate if congressmen 
received cash, he answered: "O diha, 
diha ... pinaskuhan (Yes, there was 

... there was ... Christmas gift)." 

He stressed ‘the amounts were 
“small” and varied from one con- 
gressman to another. 


US arrests ‘clown’ who abused RP kids 


Frompage Al 


Cuenco said he only got “dos sien- 
tos" (200). Asked if he meant 
P200,000, he answered in the affirma- 
tive. He also said "yes" when asked if 
the money was placed in an envelope. 

Cuenco sounded irritated when 
asked why they were getting Christ- 
mas gift this early. 

“Sagdi na, ayaw nalang ko og lalisa 
basta mao na (Let it go. Dont argue 
‘with me. That's enough)" he snapped. 

Then he abruptly ended the in- 
terview, saying he no longer wanted 
tobe interrogated. 

“Don't interrogate me anymore .. 
Please. I am telling you what I experi 
enced. Don't ask me about the experi- 
ence of other (congressmen)," he said. 

‘A senior administration congress- 
man said the money given them in 
Malacaiiang was something the ad- 
ministration was beholden to give. 

"Thats their obligation as our 
leaders in the ruling coalition," the. 
lawmaker said. But he said there was 
no mention of support for the Palace 
position on the impeachment issue. 

“We were just given our envelopes 
as we went our way,” he said. 

A member of the House leader- 
ship expressed the same view. 

"It is expected from the party 
whether you think the party is Mala- 
canang or nor,” the House leader 
said, adding the party gives such cash 
gifts as the House goes on recess - 
"with or without impeachment.” 


More denials 

Other congressmen in Cebu also 
denied there were payoffs. 

Raul del Mar, Deputy Speaker for 
the Visayas, said he did not know of 
any congressman who received cash. 

“IF you give cash to more than 
1S0 (congressmen), definitely 
somebody would talk about it. T 
don't think they are that careless to 
do that, so I don't think there is any 
truth to that," Del Mar said. 

Other Cebuano congressmen 
who attended yesterday's birthday 
celebration of Cebu Gov. Gwen- 
dolyn Garcia, where Ms Arroyo was 
guest of honor, also denied that 
money changed hands. 

Outright denials also came from 
Rep. Benhut Salimbangon, who said 
congressmen were not cheap, and 
Rep. Nerissa Soon-Ruiz, who di 
missed the report as "so ridiculous." 

Rep. Pablo John Garcia ‘asked 
where his share was if the report 
was true while Rep. Ramon "Red" 
Durano VI said he was not in the 
meeting because he was in Cebu. 


Klutzo the Clown, 


Negros Occidental congressmen 
also denied they received P500,000 
and promises of pork barrel. 

Rep. Jeffrey Ferrer said he at- 
tended the breakfast at Malacafiang 
but all he did was shake the hands 
of boxing champion Manny Pac- 
quiao and left early. 

‘Another congressman, asking not to 
be identified, admitted he, too, received 
cash on Thursday but said the amount 
came—not from Ms Arroyo—but from 
the budget of the House of Representa- 
tives and partly from the funds of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, 

He said it was distributed, not dur- 
ing the breakfast with Ms Arroyo but 
at the Batasan Complex. He said the 
money came in the form of checks. 

"Its unfair to connect the release of 
the amounts to the impeachment 
complaint against the President,” he 
told the Inoue. He said the distribu- 
tion might have appeared “question- 
able” only because it came amid spec- 
ulation about what De Venecia would 
do with the impeachment complaint 
filed by lawyer Roel Pulido. 


Ready for release 

De Venecia later decided to inhibit 
himself from referring the complaint. 
to the committee on rules and even- 
tually to the committee on justice, 
delegating the job to Del Mar 

‘Opposition lawmakers said they ex- 
pected the justice committee to even- 
tually kill the impeachment complaint. 

‘This would mean that Ms Arroyo 
would be immune from any other 
impeachment challenge for another 
year, under House rules. 

The legislator who said that he 
received money from the House 
budget also said congressmen had 
received word that part of their 
“pork barrel” for the second half of 
the year was ready for release. The 
amount supposedly was between 
P15 million and P20 million. 

But he made it clear that congress- 
men would not actually receive cash 
‘amounts because the funds would go 
straight to government agencies that 
‘would implement specific projects. 


3-month allowance, bonus 

To show that the amounts dis- 
tributed to congressmen the other 
day were "aboveboard," the source 
gave the following breakdown: of the 
total cash amount, P150,000 repre- 
sented a three-months’ allowance 
while the remainder of P70,000 was 
a "bonus" from De Venecia. 

"The amount is usually distributed 


to congressmen before they take their semes- 
tral break," he said. “It’s just unfortunate that 
they came in the middle of a controversy. 
‘That's why forces out to sow intrigue found a 
good and convenient subject.” 

The source said the monthly allowance 
that came with the P220,000 check had 
corresponding documents that lawmakers 
had to sign as proof of receipt. 

“If the money was meant to bribe any- 
one, why would you have him sign a legal 
document?"heasked. With reports from. 
Michael Lim Ubac and Carla P Gomez, In- 
quirer Visayas 
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An Agence France-Presse report from 
Washington said that Paul Carlock, a 57- 
year-old Christian missionary who had 
Worked as "Klutzo the Clown" at birthdays, 
hospitals and parish parties, had been ar- 
rested by US authorities and charged with 
child pornography and other offenses, ac- 
cording to a US court source. 

Carlock, a former police officer, had gone 
to the Philippines in June to work as a clown 
and missionary at the House of Joy orphan- 
age in San Isidro town in Davao Oriental. 

When his bags were checked on his return 
to the United States on Tuesday, Carlock was 
found to have images on his camera and 
computer of naked boys, mostly about 9 or 
10 years old, from the orphanage. 

‘Three youths told investigators Carlock 
had abused them. And a search of his home 
turned up child pornography, documents 
showed, according to AFP. 

Arrested in the midwestern US state of 
Illinois, Carlock was charged with knowing- 
ly possessing child pornography, and engag- 
ing in illicit sexual conduct with a minor. 

Carlock denied the allegations. 


Avolunteer clown 
"That's how they live,” Carlock said to ex- 
plain the naked photos of young boys, accord- 
ing to the website The Smoking Sun. 
Tina Yu, founder 
of the House of Joy 
orphanage, which 
relies on donations, 
said yesterday that 
Carlock had volun- 
teered to work at 
the orphanage as a 
“magician-clown.” 
"Two years ago, 
he told us he saw 
our website and that 
he wanted to help. 
He said he would 
mot donate money 
but he will work as 
magician-clown for 
the children Yu 
told the INquinen. 
She said that for 
several months, Car- 
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“I think he was here for two months this 
year: The last time we met was in July" Yu said. 

"But we never suspected that he was a pe- 
dophile even when he left in July” Yu said. 

‘Yu said that during his stay in San Isidro, 
Carlock always spent time with the orphans. 


He loved children 

“He was very close to the children. They 
followed him around," said Yu, a former 
mayor of San Isidro. 

She said that Carlock also showed he 
loved the children and that he never took 
pay for his services. 

“In school, he also took photos of chil- 
dren. He liked to take their photos,” Yu said, 


„And they loved him 

She said she never knew of an instance 
when Carlock took photos of nude children 
but said she would investigate if he did. 

"I did not know that he took photos of 
nude kids. There was also no talk that this 
man is a pedophile. All I know is that he 
was loved by the children,” Yu said. 

“I will really look deeper into it. I will 
conduct an investigation. I will ask the chil- 
dren at the orphanage if they were also 
abused by this man.” 

‘The orphanage currently has 40 children 
wnderitscare. — With a report from AFP 
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lock would entertain 
the children and 
then Jeave for the US 
again. Then he 
would return and re- 
sume his work as 
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‘The public is hereby informed that the design of a toy mini helicopter ('Picoo Z7) 
shown below is owned by SILVERLIT TOYS MANUFACTORY, LTD. of Hong Kong 
(SILVERLIT"), Said design is covered by the laws of patents and copyrights 
in Hong Kong and the United States of America for which comesponding rights 


if had been secured in the Philippines, 


[1] Ger 


Sere 


As such owner, SILVERLIT has the exclusive tight to sell the design of Picoo Z not 
only in the United States of America and Hong Kong but also in the Philippines. 


| On the other hand, SILVERLIT has appointed Smarty Toys Corporation of 
Quezon City (‘SMARTY") to be its exclusive agent to distribute and sell said 
| toy products in the Philippines. 


| Furthermore, in order to protect its intellectual property rights in this country, 
SILVERLIT has also executed a special power of attomey in favor of SMARTY 

to address the issue of violations of these rights. With this special power of 

I attorney, SMARTY shalt not hesitate to institute the necessary criminal and/or 

| civil actions against persons who would sell toy helicopters that are substantially 

| simitar to Picoo Z. 


Picoo Z comes with very unique roto-biade mechanism 
that provides strong and steady lifting power far fying. 
Equipped with sophisticated design on rudder machanisen, 
PicooZ can hover very steadily in the air. 
Two-chennel and digital proportional remote contrat 
provide players smooth maneuverability. 


Picoo Z has been recognized by 
Guinness World Records as the 
smallest remote controlled toy helicopter! 
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From page Al 
Central Pilot grounds, thousands of Mus- 


j lims convened at 6 a.m. for their congrega- 


tional prayer on the occasion of Eid'l Fitr, 


| theend of the holy month of Ramadan. 


Mayor Muslimin Sema told reporters that 
less gunfire was heard throughout the city at 
dawn as the majority heeded an appeal not 
to fire guns. Muslims traditionally welcome 
the end of the fasting with guns and fire- 
crackers. 

“The Eid'l Fitr is not all about firing of 
‘weapons and firecrackers. The most impor- 
tant are prayers, unity, and sharing. Islam 
does not teach about such things during Ra- 
madan and Eid'l Fit,” said Sema, who is also 
secretary general of the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front (MNLF), once the country's largest 
Muslim rebel group that signed a peace agree- 
ment with the government in 1996. 

“In Mindanao, our worry is that people 
may get hit by stray bullets,” said chief ofthe 
Philippine National Police Avelino Razon. 

“We have set up checkpoints to guard 
against firearms. We appeal to our Muslim 
brethren not to use their firearms,” Razon 
said in an interview on local radio. 


Godis great 

The road to Eid'l Fitr started in Muslim 
communities as early as Thursday night, 
when Islamic faithful observed the Takbiran. 

In the Takbiran, groups of scholars went 
around communities, reciting "Allahu Ak- 
bar" which means God is Great. 

In the old days, the Takbiran was per- 
formed while scholars were walking, but 
these days, it's by motorcade. 

“We are happy that Ramadan ended 
peacefully,” Sema said. 

Elsewhere in the country, Muslims gath- 
ered in their communities for prayers, and lat- 
er shared food with families, relatives and 
neighbors as part of the Eid'l Fitr celebrations. 


Golden Mosque 

In Manila, some 5,000 Muslim devotees 
flocked to the Quirino Grandstand in Lune- 
ta, while some 20,000 people trooped to 
the Golden Mosque in Quiapo, according to 


1 police estimates. 


The Manila Police District said the Eid'l 
Fitr-celebrations, which began with an ear- 


Í lymorning prayer, were generally peaceful. 


Datu Amerol Ambiong, chair of the Mus- 
lim Peace and Order Coordination Council, 
said congregational prayers for Eid started 
at around 6:30 a.m. at the Quiapo mosque 
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After 30 days ... 


and in Luneta. 

"Thisisa time for Muslims to give charity 
and celebrate with family and friends the 
completion of a month of blessings and 
joy," he said. 

The breaking of the fast completes the 
monthlong abstention from food and physi- 
cal pleasures from dawn to dusk. 


Three days of festivities 

Muslim communities prepared for three 
days of festivities, shopping for food and 
decorating homes for reunions after 
prayers, Ambiong said. 

The early morning gathering yesterday 
was followed by festivities, including the 
lighting of fireworks, he added, saying that 
Muslims—dressed | in their best 
clothes—visited their families and friends 
and gave gifts especially to children. 

Eid'l Fitr is one of the two major festivals 
in the Muslim calendar, the other being the 
Eid Al Adha, which marks the end of the ha- 
dior pilgrimage. 


More meaningful 

For many Muslims, fasting during the Ra- 
madan had become more meaningful this 
year because of support from other faiths, 
said Mahid Mutilan of the Bishops-Ulama 
Conference (BUC) 

On Sept. 30, Catholic bishops and lead- 
ers of other Christian denominations host- 
ed and even joined Muslim religious lead- 
ers in a Ramadan dusk dinner at the start of 
a two-day peace dialogue in Davao City. 

In the early 80s, peace activists organized 
the"Duyog Ramadan," not only as venue for 
Christian-Muslim dialogues, but also as a 
way for followers of both faiths for deeper 
interfaith involvement and peace-building. 


Interfaith dialogue 

"Duyog" is a Visayan word which literally 
means “to do along with." 

But unlike the intense homogeneity oi 
past dialogues in Duyog Ramadan, reli 
gious leaders, this time, were more bent on 
drawing the line of separation between the 
Christian church and Islam—initially, in 
terms of issues that events have currently 
associated each faith with. 

For one, this is because the interfaith dia. 
logue of today “is not [about] a study of 
comparative religions,” said Aminda Safio, 
a Christian peace worker of the Silsilah Dia 
logue Movement based in Zamboanga City. 

With a report from Reuters 
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GOING HOME: A Muslim gir rides a pedicat 
after saying her prayers at the Luneta 
Grandstand where 5,000 devotees 
conducted congregational prayers for the Eid 
starting at 


fe A. T i Wi eime YOUNG BELIEVERS pray at the Golden Masjid Mosque in Quiapo to marie Eid'l Fitr. where the Muslim community prepares for 
cales. WAS SLE I el em In Cotabato City, there was less gunfire contrary to previous years, say observers. three days of festivities. Filipino Muslims 

IT'S FAMILY TIME: The Hussin family of Maharlika Village in Taguig celebrates Ramadan's There has been no report of casualties so unlike the annual New Year blasts. usually explain to their Christian friends that 

end by feasting on traditional Muslim dishes. RAFFY LERMA eomneacasmas the Eid is Christmas and fiesta rolled into one. 


Al.Gore, UN ... 


Frompage Al 


States.for-Gore to run for president in 2008, which 
he has ge far said he does not plan to do. 
Gore called the award 


gor EE because of his 
Sj 


E co-winner, calling the IPCC 
N ‘S| the “world’s preeminent sci- 
Y 4 «SV entific body devoted to im- 
proving our understanding 
uc of the climate crisis." 
gens He said that global warm- 
ing was not a political issue 
js FA buta worldwide crisis. 
4^, BM Planetary emergency 
b “We face a true planetary 
GORE” emergency ... It is a moral 
and spiritual challenge to all of humanity" he 
said. “Itis also our greatest opportunity to lift 
global consciousness to a higher level.” 

‘Gore said he planned to donate his share of the 
prize.money to the Alliance for Climate Protection, a 
bipaitisap nonprofit organization that is devoted to 
changing public opinion in the US and around the 
world about the urgency of solving the climate crisis. 

In its citation, the Nobel committee lauded 
Gore's "strong commitment, reflected in political 
activity, lectures, films and books, has strength- 
ened the struggle against climate change. He is 
probably the single individual who has done most 
to create. greater worldwide understanding of the 
measures that need to be adopted." 


No Bush bashing 
Ole Danbolt Mjøs, chairman of the prize com- 
mittee, said the award should not be seen as sin- 
gling.oüt the administration of US President 
George W. Bush for criticism. 

But, in a nod to the 2008 elections, he said “lam 
very much in support for all who support changes." 

“Al Gore has fought the environment battle 
even as vice president," Mjoes said. "Many did not 
listen ... but he carried on." 

"The last American to win the prize, or share it, was 
former UB President Jimmy Career, who won in 2002. 

In.its citation, the committee said that Gore 
“has for a long time been one of the world’s lead- 
ing environmentalist politicians” and cited his 
awareness at an early stage “of the climatic chal- 
lenges the world is facing. 


2decades of work 

‘The committee cited the IPCC for its two decades 
of scientific reports that have “created an ever- 
broader informed consensus about the connection 
between human activities and global warming 
“Thousands of scientists and officials from over 100 
countries have collaborated to achieve greater cer- 
tainty as to the scale of the warming.” 

Ir went on to say that because of the panel's ef- 
forts, global warming has been increasingly rec- 
ognized. In the 1980s it “seemed to be merely an. 
interesting hypothesis, the 1990s produced firmer 
evidence.in its support. In the last few years, the 
connections have become even clearer and the 
consequences still more apparent.” 

‘gwas a surprise,” said Carola Traverso Saibante, 
spokeswoman for the IPCC. "We would have been. 
happy'even if (Gore) had received it alone because 
it isa recognition of the importance of this issue.” 


Skepticism 
‘The prize decision was greeted with skepticism 
in.some circles, however: 
(Awarding it to Al Gore cannot be seen as any- 
thing other than a political statement. Awarding it 
tothe IPCC is well-founded,” said Bjorn Lomborg, 
author of “The Skeptical Environmentalist.” n n isi 
"He criticized Gore's film as having "some very imagine precision work from Samsung experts 
obvious mistakes, like the argument that we're go- E 1 
ing tosec six meters of sea-level rise," he said. Go to Samsung mobile Solutions where you're assured of the best service as 
sce ROBES MEER EN QS ig Batons well as original parts and accessories. For repairs and upgrades, look no 


gret they have used it to make a political statement.” further than Samsung mobile Solutions, already with 27 outlets nationwide. 
‘This Year, climate change bas been at the top of the 2 3 

world agenda. The UN climate panel has been releas- With Samsung, it's not that hard to imagine. ph.samsungmobile.com 

ingits report; talks on a replacement for the 1997 Ky- 

ote Protocol on climate are set co resume; and on Eu- 

ropesarorthern fringe, where the awards committee ‘Samsung Electronics Philippines Corporation Ground Floor, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila 


works, concern about the melting Arctic has been un- Samsung Customer Contact Center: TOLL FREE 1-800-10S AMSUNG tor PLOT or 1-200-ssAMSUNG for Dig 
dexscored by this being the International Polar Year. T rateos 
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House for sale 


T SITS ON SEVERAL HECTARES IN QUEZON CITY, 
I: an untold number of rooms and can accommo- 

date hundreds of cars. It costs only a few billion pesos 
to maintain. Not least, it comes with basketball courts, 
school buildings and farm-to-market roads, all accessible 
through a magical portal called the pork barrel. 

The catch? There is no catch. The House of Representa- 

tives enjoys whatis called the power of 
EDITORIALS the purse. This power does not only 

mean the constitutional privilege of 
overseeing the use of government funds, but also the con- 
gressional privilege of seeing everything through the prism 
of money. 

It was thus no surprise that Thursday's breakfast meet- 
ing with President Macapagal-Arroyo in Malacafiang was 
marked by the handing out of thick envelopes, fat with 
cash. According to many sources in the House itself, the en- 
velopes contained anywhere between P200,000 and 
P500,000—variously described and rationalized as a “to- 
ken of remembrance,” “a send-off gift,” a form of “tulong” 
orhelp. 

Ordinary people like us would call it payola, or an out- 
right bribe, but that kind of simplistic understanding is pre- 
cisely what makes us ordinary. 

A bribe for what? you may ask. For inoculating the Presi- 
dent against the possible filing of a stronger impeachment 
complaint. It is in the deepest interest of Malacaiiang to 
consider the demonstrably weak complaint against Ms Ar- 
royo filed by lawyer Roel Pulido as properly initiated. That, 
because of the strictures of the Constitution and as force- 
fully explained in a Supreme Court's ruling, would vacci- 
nate the President against a second, possibly more sub- 
stantial, impeachment case in the next 12 months. 

‘To be sure, and as a three-term congressman told the In- 
QUIRER: "There was no need to tell anybody [at the break- 
fast meeting in Malacafiang] to support the referral of the 
impeachment complaint against the President because it 
was already agreed that it will no longer be the Speaker 
who will transmit the complaint." 

In fact, Speaker Jose de Venecia did inhibit himself from 
personally transmitting the Pulido complaint to the House 
committee on rules, on the ground that he wanted to avoid 
any appearance of a conflict of interest. (Against De Vene- 
cia, Pulido has filed an ethics case with the House and a 
graft case with the Office of the Ombudsman.) But the lack 
of an outright request to “support the referral” at that 
breakfast only means that support was already as- 
sured—and that in fact the majority congressmen were 
there to receive their just reward. 

In other words, it was all about the money. Remember, a 
Malacafiang operative offered opposition congressmen as 
much as P2 million to endorse the Pulido complaint, be- 
cause opposition endorsement would have legitimized it. 
‘Now administration congressmen have been given spend- 
ing money—and promised more flexibility in the use of 
their pork barrel funds—to breathe life into the stupid Puli- 
do complaint in order to kill it. 

A Palace official protested the “political intrigue,” saying 
our honorable congressmen were "not for sale." No, of 
course not. They just like to receive expensive stationery. 


Love in Islam 


ESTERDAY, THE ENTIRE COUNTRY CELEBRATED 
Eid al-Fitr, the fifth time since RA 9177 became law. 
Setting the date for this year's observance of the 

gfeat Islamic moveable feast, President Macapagal-Arroyo 

issued a proclamation which recognized the need to "bring 
the religious and cultural significance of the Eid al-Fitr to 
the fore of national consciousness.” 

The occasion may be a good opportunity for the coun- 
try's Catholic majority to rethink its understanding of "for- 
bidding” Islam. We can do worse than to start with an essay 
published in Islamica magazine and available online. G. 
Willow Wilson, a Cairo-based author, writes: “There is a 
common assumption among non-speakers that Ara- 
bic—and thus, Islam—lacks an equivalent of agapé, a 
Greek term used by Christians to mean the boundary-less, 
self-sacrificing love between believers, or between a be- 
liever and God.” But despite what many Christian websites 
assert, Wilson says, there is an Arabic word for self-sacrific- 
ing love. "The Arabic word for agapé is mahubba." It has 
fallen into disuse, Wilson says, but “if resurrected, it has 
the power to change the world.” 
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LIKE HIS FORMER CLASSMATES AND COL- 
leagues in academe who have known him 
closely or casually, I too was disappointed that 
former Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Ro- 
mulo Neri failed to seize the moment at the 
Senate hearing in order to disclose everything 
he knew about the controversial ZTE broad- 
band deal. I also believe that basic self-respect 
now demands that he should quit this govern- 
ment. But that is his call, not ours. 

Ido not think it is fair to call him a coward. 
He is caught in a conflictive situation, and we 
must recognize that every person has reasons 
for not doing what may seem heroic at first 
glance. After endorsing it, Neri obviously 
‘wanted to stop the onerous and immoral con- 
tract. That explains why he bared himself to 
columnist Jarius Bondoc. But heroism was far- 
thest from his mind. He was afraid of trigger- 
ing a political upheaval that could bring down 
the government. Many will take this as a sign 
of cowardice, but from where Neri stands, it is 
understandable. 

A kinder take on Neri is possible if we make a 
distinction between utterance and information, 
‘which is at the heart of all communication. Utter- 
ance refers to the words we speak. Information is 
what our listeners take from our utterances and 
demeanor. I am convinced that Neri was at pains 
to disclose something without having to utter it. 
He made no effort to conceal the fact that he was 
operating under strict orders from Malacafiang 
mot to implicate the President. His utterances 
and non-linguistic behavior betrayed this. 

If he simply wanted to clear the President, 
he would have stopped with the alleged bribe 
offer from Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos. He 
would have said he did not think then that it 
was serious enough to let the President know 
about it. Or, he would have said that he told the 
President, but she told him to ignore the bribe 
and to proceed with the objective evaluation of 
the ZTE proposal. It is, I think, what Mala- 
cafiang would have wanted him to say. But this 
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is not what he said at the hearing, 

Neri reveals that Abalos offered him a bribe 
in exchange for endorsing the ZTE project. He 
states that he felt bothered and so he informed 
the President about it. He says that the Presi- 
dent told him to refuse the bribe. Then he 
abruptly stops—as if wanting to take back 
what he has just said. Transformed suddenly 
into a robot, he recites the mantra of so-called 
“executive privilege.” 

But this too is a form of communication. 
What was he communicating? The following, 1 
think: First; that he was under duress not to di- 
vulge anything more.than he had already told 
media. Second, that he was struck that the 
President was not bothered at all by his report. 
about Abalos. Third, that, in fac, the President 
told him to approve the contract anyway. 

Except in a courtroom proceeding, these 
pieces of information are so clear to any rea- 
sonable listener that to demand more explicit 
confirmation of Ms Arroyo's knowledge of the 
corruption in the ZTE deal would be superflu- 
ous. Yet we insist that disclosures must be total 
before they can be understood. It is symp- 
tomatic ofthe national obsession with juridical 
closures. For all the political adventurism that 
has marked our recent history, we ironically 
think that nothing is setled until the courts 
have spoken. We are so fixated with utterances 
admissible in legal proceedings that we fail to 
see how people in everyday life form reason- 
able conclusions about events in their environ- 
ment in order precisely to “move on" (to use a 
politically-laden phrase). 


WTO battle being fought all 


IT LOOKS TO ME THAT PROF. MERLIN MA- 
gallona's reasons for claiming that the Japan- 
Philippine Economic Partnership Agreement 
pepa) is unconstitutional are strikingly simi- 
lar (enough to give a sense of déjà vu) to those 
he offered when he questioned the constitu- 
tionality of the WTO agreement before the 
Supreme Court, over 10 years ago. The 
Supreme Court gave them short shrift, but it 
seems the WTO battle is being fought all over 
again, 

‘The principles on which the Jpepa are the 
same as those driving WTO—national treat- 
ment, most-favored-nation treatment, prohibi- 
tion ‘of performance requirements, among 
them. These were what were objected to be- 
fore, and these are what are being objected to 
now. Which is puzzling, because at least 150 
other countries agreed to these principles (in 
WTO), which are also in the EPAs that Japan 
has signed with our Asean neighbors. Yet we 
seem to be the only one experiencing the kind 
of agony that we do (self-inflicted, I suspect) 
over them. 

As for former Supreme Court Justice Flo- 
rentino Feliciano, given the encomiums he te- 
ceived from Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, 
one is almost afraid to question his opinion on 
the matter, but one will go ahead anyway at 
the risk of being regarded as either speaking 
with all che courage of one's ignorance or hav- 
ing the courage to call attention to the fact that 
the emperor has no clothes. It's the reader's 
choice. 

Feliciano asserts that the Philippine side did 
not include the complete list of all currently ex- 
isting constitutional and statutory provisions 

iting foreign equity or ownership in certain 
sectors. And he gives a “dramatic example” of 
omission: the existing constitutional reserva- 
tions on ownership and operation of public 
utilities is omitted from the Philippine Sched- 
ule in Part 1 of Annex 7. He also points out oth- 
er omitted constitutional reservations, such as 
those relating to the practice of all professions, 
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to ownership and administration of education- 
al institutions, to mass media, and to advertis- 
ing. These omissions, he avers, means that 
Japanese businessmen under Jpepa would 
think they are now entitled to own more than 
40 percent (or 30 percent or 0 percent as the 
case may be) in these sectors, which would be 
in direct contravention of the Constitution. 
‘And which would then cause all sorts of legal 
headaches. 

He is right. Annex 7 does not contain the 
above-cited reservations. But Annex 6 of the 
same agreement does. What looks to me like 
the constitutional and other statutory limita- 
tions on these activities (except mass media) 
are listed in Part IB of Annex 6, filling up 114 
pages, in fact, compared to the-59 pages that 
make up the Japan list. 

What happened to mass media? Does this 
mean that Japanese will come rushing to own 
these? No, because Annex 6 is a positive list, 
meaning that if an item is not part of the list, 
then it is not part of the agreement and the ac- 
tivity cannot be undertaken, period (in con- 
trast to Annex 7 which is a negative list). As an 
aside, 1 am given to understand that the nego- 
tiations on Annex 6 of the Jpepa were handled 
by Neda Deputy Director General Marge Song- 
co, who apparently dotted all the i's and 
crossed all the t's, to the chagrin but reluctant 
admiration of her Japanese counterparts. 
‘Score 1 for a beleaguered Neda. 

In any case, however, it is not as if the Jpepa is 
written in stone, and binds us forevermore. After 
all, it can be amended anytime by agreement 
among the parties. It is scheduled to be reviewed 


‘Thank heavens not everyone hangs by the 
thread of unresolved legal issues. In the mean- 
time, there are political closures. The fact that 
GMA or her husband has not been charged or 
found guilty of any crime does not negate the 
certainty that the majority of Filipinos have 
closed the political book on her. Her consistent 
ly negative approval ratings in recent surveys 
attest to this. The rejection of most of her candi- 
dares in the last senatorial election shows this in 
no uncertain terms. The stunning election to the 
Senate of the detained young military officer 
Antonio Trillanes IV accused of leading a 
mutiny against her government, confirms this 
closure. Ms Arroyo governs on the sufferance of 
a nation still recovering from past upheavals. 
Everyone awaits her last days in the presidency. 

There are moral dosures too. No one today, 
not even its most rabid supporters, thinks of this 
administration as an emblem of good govern- 
ment or of ethical leadership. Those who still see 
politics as a contest between the forces of good 
and evil are in no doubt at all as to which side Ms 
Arroyo is aligned with. No other administration 
has been as brazen as this one in giving cash to 
legislators, election inspectors and bishops. 

‘And there are social closures. After Marcos, 
no other head of government has earned the 
resolute distrust of the citizenry as much as 
GMA. Again, survey after survey expresses this. 
More than at any other time, distrust permeates 
the whole political system today because of the 
way she has run the government. She ought to 
listen to how ordinary folk talk about her on AM 
radio. She may not sense this now, but it will be 
difficult for her not to notice it when she finally 
leaves public office. She will receive none of the 
lingering affection and awe that Cory and Erap 
continue to bask in when they are among ordi 
nary people. No one with any hope of winning 
will want to be associated with her in any future 
election. That is social closure. 


Comments to public.lives@gmail.com 


over again 


in 2011 and every five years thereafter (unless 
otherwise agreed by both parties, which gives 
even more flexibility), it can be terminated by ei- 
ther party with one-year advance notice, 

In any case, and with all due respect, itis dif- 
ficult to see why the Senate committees on for- 
eign relations and trade and industry seem to 
be acting like a court to decide on (old and 
tired and settled) constitutionality issues, 
‘when the Supreme Court isthe final arbiter in 
this regard, as Santiago herself pointed out at 
the beginning of the hearings. The time would 
be better spent hearing the pros and cons of 
the Jpepa in regard to poverty alleviation, to 
employment, to trade—i.e., concentrating on 
the economic and social costs and benefits. 

In this regard, it should be pointed out that 
some of the assertions with respect to the costs 
of Jpepa are gross exaggerations. A "dramatic 
example" of this, borrowing from Feliciano's 
terminology involves the automotive industry. 
According to the opponents of Jpepa, this in- 
dustry, which "employs 350,000 workers,” 
would suffer, and in particular the assembly 
sector would "die," because the investments 
arising from Jpepa would all go to the parts 
sector 

‘Come off it. With regard to employment, the 
figures are closer to 77,000—15,000 in assem- 
bly, 33,000 in parts and 29,000 in dealer- 
ships—a far cry from 350,000, which repre- 
sents more than 10 percent of total manufac- 
turing jobs. In the second place, under Jpepa, 
the tariff reduction will be gradual, and for cer- 
tain automotive products that are locally as- 
sembled, no tariff reductions will be imple- 
mented (this will be negotiated only ín 2009). 
In the third place, for the auto assembly sector. 
to become competitive, a well-developed and 
highly competitive pars industry is re- 
‘quired—and chis Jpepa will help us achieve. 

All his information is supplied by Fita Alda- 
ba.of the Philippine Institute for pment 
Studies. 

Can we try for a little more accuracy please? 
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IF YOU FEEL PROUD, DEAR READER, NOT OF 
Manny Pacquiao specifically, but of your coun- 
try’ general achievements in sports, then you are 
a normal Filipino, and a normal human being. 
You are one of 84 percent (as of 2003) of adult 
Filipinos who feel likewise 

Th 2003, the percentages of various nationalities 
proud of their country in the realm of sports wer 
Ireland 95, New Zealand 93, Venezuela 92, Hun- 
gary 90, Australia 89, South Korea 88, Latvia 86, 
Czech Republic 85, Slovak Republic 85, United 
States 85, Philippines 84, Canada 84, Japan 84, 
Slovenia 84, Austria 82, South Africa 81, Spain 81, 
‘Sweden 81, Bulgaria 79, Germany (East) 79, Portu- 
gal 79, Norway 74, Uruguay 72, Chile 70, Denmark 
69, Russia 68, Poland 67, Switzerland 66, Germany 
(West) 65, Great Britain 63, France 61, Finland 52, 
‘Taiwan 47, Israel (Jews) 40, and Israel (Arabs) 39. 

In 32 out of 35 nationalities, majorities are 
proud of their country's achievements in sports. 
Filipinos are quite normal, only slightly above the. 
median of 81 percent. We are as proud as Ameri- 
cans, and far prouder than our billiards rivals, the 
Taiwanese. 

The statistics cited are from the 2003 module 
on National Identity of the International Social 
Survey Program (ISSP), which does a cross-coun- 
try survey every year. ISSP global datasets are 
available for public research at the SWS Survey 
Data Library SWS did 16 ISSP surveys over 1991- 
2006. It is now soliciting sponsors for the forth- 
coming 2007 ISSP Survey on Leisure Time and 
Sports in the Philippines. 

Sources of pride. The ISSP National Identity 
module probed into 10 potential sources of na- 
tional pride. Here are the national percentages 
feeling Very/Somewhat Proud of the Philippines, 
by source, in two (1995 and 2003) surveys on na- 
tional identity: 

1995 2003 
Achievements in sports 80 84 
History 82 82 
Achievements in arts 2 78 
and literature 
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Scientific and techno- 

logical achievements 

The armed forces 

The way democracy works 

Fair & equal treatment 

ofall groups 

Economic achievements 

‘The social security system 52 
Political influence in the world 39 


‘Thus sports and history have been the top two 
sources of Filipino pride. A close third is arts/lit- 
erature. 

For 7 of the 10 (in 2003) categories, most Filipinos 
are proud of the country. But, in the bottom three cat- 
cegories, less than half are proud. In the top 7 the 
numbers either rose or were stable over 1995-2003. 
In the bottom 3—economic achievements, social se- 
curity, and world influence—the numbers dropped. 

Social class. Filipinos in the middle-to-upper 
(ABC) classes are particularly proud about our 
country's history; on this they scored 91 percent 
in 2003. Their pride is similar to that of the D and 
E classes when it comes to Filipino achievements 
in arts/literature and sports. 

But, on all the other things, the ABCs are much 
less proud than the lower classes. In fact, for the 
categories armed forces and below, most ABCs 
are not proud of their country. Worst of all, only 
23 percent of ABCs are proud of the Philippines’ 
political influence in the world. 

A source of insecurity. A feeling of having "po- 
litical influence in the world” is a sense of having 
international respect. Its very low score as a source 
of Filipino pride marks it as our Achilles-heel. 


1 see this lack of pride, or sense of insecurity, in 
how Filipinos are treated in relation to other na- 
tionalities as behind the great indignation, espe- 
cially among our ABC classes, over the "Desper- 
ate Housewives” gaffe. It recalls other offenses— 
the Filipina raped by an American sailor, the Fil- 
ipina hanged in Singapore despite our President's 
plea for a short reprieve, the non-admittance of 
ur Vice President to a party in Mexico because of 
a missing invitation card, the insistence that our 
Senate President remove his shoes for inspection 
atan American airport—against Filipino dignity. 

‘Of course, Filipinos are not alone in feeling a lack 
of adequate international respect. In 2003, the per- 
centages of various nationalities proud of their coun- 
tys political influence in the world were: United 
States 74, Canada 68, Ireland 67, France 59, New 
Zealand 59, Australia 53, Great Britain 53, South 
Africa 53, Spain 53, Chile 53, Norway 52, Venezuela 
52, Denmark 51, Switzerland 50, Germany (East) 
49, Germany (West) 49, Israel (Arabs) 46, Austria 
45, Sweden 40, Finland 38, Philippines 36, Poland 
36, Israel (Jews) 35, Portugal 33, Uruguay 33, Russia 
32, Slovenia 32, Japan 29, Hungary 27, Czech Re- 
public 25, Latvia 25, Slovak Republic 20, Taiwan 20, 
South Korea 16, and Bulgaria 15. 

Thus, in only 14 of the 35 surveyed nationali- 
ties do half or more of the citizens feel proud of 
their country's political standing in the world. Ex- 
pectedly, Americans are the most confident. 
South Africans and Venezuelans, despite being 
mostly poor people, are also mostly proud of 
their international standing. Interestingly, Arab 
Israelis are more confident than Jewish Israelis. 

We Filipinos are not at the very bottom, but 
rank 21st. I did not expect so few Russians to be 
confident about their standing. There are 14 na- 
tionalities, including Japanese, Taiwanese and 
South Koreans, who—whether they express 
themselves openly or not—may be even more 
sensitive than we are to cross-national breaches 
of respect. 

Contact SWS: www.sws.org.ph or maharman- 
gahas@sws.org.ph. 


Forgiveness in politics 


DOES FORGIVENESS HAVE A PLACE IN POLI- 
tics? Isn't it a personal virtue applicable to our 
private or personal relationships rather than to 
affairs of the state? Doesn't it short-circuit or even 
undermine justice, the implementation of which 
is one of the main functions of the state? 

‘These questions seem to be at the heart of the 
current controversy over the government's offer 
of amnesty to former President Joseph Estrada. 
They also seem to be the concern of the Founda- 
tion for Worldwide People Power Inc. which has 
placed ads in newspapers admonishing people 
not to simply forgive and forget the “sins” of 
Estrada in the past. 

But while the government may still be thinking 
about its options, a large segment of the populace 
has made up its mind. Infact, even before the ver- 
dict of the Sandiganbayan came out, Social 
Weather Stations, in its July 2007 survey, found 
that majority of the residents in Metro Manila 
and nearby provinces are in favor of pardon for 
the embattled former president (48 percent for 
immediate pardon; 38 percent for a gradual par- 
don). This may appear to be founded on whether 
they believe Estrada is guilty or not (66 percent 
say they don't believe he is guilty). But another 
question in that survey reveals something else. 
Asked to react to the statement “Guilty or not 
guilty for the crime of plunder, I forgive former 
President Estrada,” 77 percent said they agree to 
the statement, including 73 percent of Class ABC 

In our radio program on dzMM, a caller ex- 
plains this phenomenon by saying, “Kristiyano 
tayong banéa; kung ang Diyos nga nagpapatawad, 
tao pa kaya(We are a Christian nation; if God can. 
forgive, more so man)." What seems to be opera- 
tive then in these significant survey findings is the 
Filipino’s religiosity, if not piety, wherein forgive- 
ness is considered a virtue. 

But is this justified in the realm of politics? 1f 
the former president is given pardon, for exam- 
ple, doesn't that further weaken the already- 
‘weak system of law and justice in this country? 

Certainly, in the realm of our private and per- 


COMMENTARY 


Nono Alfonso, SJ 
John J. Carroll Institute on Church and Socal Issues 


sonal lives, forgiveness is a noble virtue. The Chris- 
tian faith teaches that, following the injunction of 
Christ to forgive as many times as possible our ene- 
mies. But a crime against the public is more com- 
plex than the offenses we commit against one an- 
other. What is involved is the common good. At 
stake is the very order and stability'of a society 
Which rests on the observance of laws. 

Even the Church recognizes all of this. Through 
the centuries, it has developed a body of social 
teachings that, for example, expounds on the con- 
cept of social sin on the one hand, and social jus- 
tice on the other hand. It teaches that faith is not 
only a personal conviction but a social and a com- 
munal act as well. More particularly, on the ques- 
tion of setting social injustices, the late Pope John 
Paul I, in his encyclical on the "Mercy of God,” de- 
clares: "Forgiveness does not cancel out the objec- 
tive requirements of justice. Properly understood, 
justice constitutes, soto speak, the goal of forgive- 
ness. In no passage of the gospel message does for- 
giveness, or mercy as its source, mean indulgence 
toward evil, coward scandals, toward injury or in- 
sult. In any case, reparation for evil and scandal, 
compensation for injury, and satisfaction for insult 
are conditions for forgiveness.” 

Clearly the Christian faith does not absolutize 
forgiveness, especially in consideration of the 
common good. 

Perhaps what we are seeing in this rush to for- 
give the former president is the corruption of this 
Christian value. This is borne out by the 1988 re- 
port of Sen. Leticia Shahani on the value system 
of the Filipinos. The report finds that among the 
‘weaknesses of our value system is our “extreme 
personalism." Everything is brought down to the 
personal—one's taste, preference, inclinations. 


Consequently, sentimentality and emotionalism 
run amok even in the public realm. 

Interestingly, Fr. John J Carroll, SJ, in his re- 
cent book, “Engaging Society: the Sociologist in a 
War Zone,” and in his earlier monograph, “Fo 
giving or Forgetting?" points to this forgiving atti- 
tude of the Filipino as one of the root causes of 
the national mess we find ourselves in today. 
‘Through a thorough socio-historical analysis of 
the country, he blames the well-entrenched inter- 
ests of the aristocracy or the elite for corrupting 
our economy and emasculating our democracy. 
In two instances in the past, however, when the 
Filipino people had an opportunity to check or 
control the abuses of the elite, it chose to back 
away or, as President Macapagal-Arroyo would 
say, move on. 

The first occasion was the years after World 
War Il when the members of the elite who collab- 
rated with Japan were set free by a governmen- 
tal pardon. The second was during the post-Mar- 
cos era, when the Marcoses and their cronies 
Were not made to account for their crimes. He 
writes: "Philippine society's easy attitude toward 
retribution does seem to convey the message that 
the common good, and the rights of those who 
have suffered, are not so important after all. 
Which brings to mind an observation based on 
the thought of Emile Durkheim, namely that one 
can judge the ‘common conscience’ or culture ofa 
society by what it punishes. For punishment is not 
simply an attempt to exact vengeance or even to 
prevent a repetition of the offense; it has a more 
positive function, namely the reassertion and 
reaffirmation of society's values when they have 
been violated.” 

His conclusion may serve as a warning to us if 
we do not proceed with caution as regards the 
current Estrada controversy: "Not to react as a 
community would be to reduce a community's 
values to a matter of personal preference; and if 
this goes too far, there is grave danger that the 
community will no longer know what it stands 
for...and will dissolve.” 


India’s Burma dilemma 


‘THE WORLD HAS BEEN HORRIFIED BY GRAPHIC 
images of the latest crackdown by Burma's (Myan- 
mar’) military junta. But the bullets and clubs un- 
leashed on Buddhist monks have worked. The 
monks have retreated, and an eerie normalcy has 
retumed to Rangoon (Yangon), the principal city 
and former capital. 

That crackdown continues under cover of 
darkness. When the sun sets, fear rises. Everyone 
listens half awake for the dreaded knock on the. 
door. Any night, the military's agents can come 
for you, take you away, and make sure you are 
never heard from again. 

In recent nights, the junta's henchmen have 
burst into monasteries, lined up sleepy monks, 
and smashed their shaved heads against the 
walls, spattering them with blood, Scores of oth- 
ers, perhaps hundreds, have been carted off for 
interrogation, torture, or execution. The night- 
time assault on a United Nations employee and 
her family made international news, but hun- 
dreds of less well-connected Burmese have been 
similarly abused, 

For 45 years, Burma's people have been sub- 
jected to the junta's reign of terror. My father 
was born in Rangoon long before the 1962 coup 
that brought the current regime to power. Af- 
terwards, many of my relatives, prosperous In- 
dian merchants who had settled in Burma for 
generations, abandoned homes and businesses 
in order to save their skins as chaos enveloped 
the city. 

A relative who now lives in Bangkok, but who 
returned part-time in response to overtures from 
Burma's cash-starved rulers, recalled those days: 
"We lived through hell. We never knew when we 
woke up each morning what would happen. Peo- 
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ple were being denounced left and right. They 
could just come and take you away and take ev- 
erything away from you.” Those who couldn't 
leave, or didn't want to, have lived with this fear 
ever since. 

The United States and Europe have issued 
strong statements condemning the crackdown 
and calling upon Burma's neighbors, especially 
India and China, to exert their influence on the 
regime, The response from both has been muted 
(as it has from Thailand, which also has strong 
economic ties with Burma). 

China balks at interfering in the "internal af- 
fairs" of a neighbor from whom it gets precious 
natural gas and potential access to the sea. India, 
which “normalized” bilateral relations a few 
years ago, is reluctant to alienate Burma's mili- 
tary, with which it has worked closely to counter 
rebels in India's northeast who have been using 
the common border to tactical advantage. To this 
end, India has provided aid, including tanks and 
training, to Burma's military. 

But the main reason for India's good relations 
with Burma's ruling thugs is the country's vast 
and still largely unexploited energy reserves, 
which India desperately needs to fuel its econom- 
ic boom. India has invested $150 million in a gas 
exploration deal off the Arakan coast and India's 


state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp. and Gas 
Authority of India Ltd. have taken a 30 percent 
stake in two offshore gas fields, in direct competi- 
tion with PetroChina, which has also been given a 
stake. 

India and China are simply doing what the 
US and European countries have done for so 
long: trump rhetoric about democracy and hu- 
man rights with policies that serve their strate- 
gic and energy security Interests. US relations 
with Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are two exam- 
ples, and America's Chevron and France's Total, 
two of the world's oll giants, continue to do a 
brisk business in Burma, thanks to loopholes in 
the sanctions. 

But the rise of India and China means that the 
time-tested posture of Western democracies to- 
ward emerging states to "do as we say, not as we 
do" will become less tenable. Ifthe EU and the US 
want democratic India to act according to its stat- 
ed moral values and not its vital national interests 
when these appear to conflict, they had better be 
prepared to do the same. 

Feeling the heat, including threats from some 
US senators to link America's nuclear deal with 
India to its actions in Burma, India has an- 
nounced that it is asking for the release of 
Burmese democratic opposition leader and Nobel 
Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi from house ar- 
rest. But the credibility of all democratic regimes, 
not just India's, is at stake in what unfolds in Bur- 
ma, Project Syndicate/Asia Society 


Mira Kamdar is a fellow of the Asia Society and the 
author of “Planet India: How the Fastest-Growing 
Democracy is Transforming America and the 
World.” 
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Sober 


"MUST GET OUT! MUST KEEP BUSY!" MY MIND IS SCREAM- 
ing. And my body dutifully complies. Five steps away from the 
north entrance, I count five couples HHWW (holding hands 
while walking) with all the matching sweety-sweety stuff, 
oblivious of the crowd, oblivious of my envious stare. I look 
down at my empty hands. I start to turn back. Maybe this isn't 
such a good idea afterall, I am beginning to think, 

After much de ——— — —————————— 
bate, I finally enter 
the mall. The croaky 
speakers blare: 
"Three months and 
Tm still sober..." 

A chill runs down 
my spine. Kelly 
Clarkson. Sober. Ahh 
yes, I remember 
How can I not? I 
have listened to it 
‘countless times before, singing along, emoting. Maybe, just 
maybe, and some day soon, Iil be able to utter the same line 
with the same conviction. So-ber! Yes, Iam sober! 

Never did I imagine myself dreading such wonderful days 
as Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. It wasn't long ago when 
I waited with excitement and anticipation for the end of yet 
another week. Without you though, the end is no different 
from the beginning. Where I once was ecstatic over Republic 
‘Act 9492 (which turned holiday economics into law), 1 now 
dread the looming long weekend without you. As if two days 
weren't long enough! Even the arrival of August, my extra 
special month, failed to lift my spirits up. What good are 
birthdays without someone to spend them with? 

I swallow the lump forming in my throat as I see another 
couple approaching. They look so happy together—his arms 
around her shoulders, her arms around his waist, both of 
them laughing gaily. 

That used to be you and me. We had such a great time 
laughing, didn’t we? My cornball moments would trigger a 
series of laughter which often ended with us laughing at my 
funnier "hic-hic" laugh. We'd hold hands, my left on your 
right, never the other way around, except when crossing the 
street. We'd talk all the way to the restaurant but would not 
have anything to say while eating except “Chow time!" Were 
we always that hungry? We would walk some distance, talk a. 
little and laugh a little more before finally heading home. In 
the parking lot, you'd walk me to my side of the car and look 
around to see if anyone was looking before planting a quick 
kiss on my cheek. You'd then whisper a soft "I love you" in my 
ear before closing the door. I love you, too. Oh God, I miss 
you... 

I tear away my gaze from the lovebirds and try to focus. 
“Now is not the time nor is it the place to be breaking down," 
I scold myself, already feeling my cheeks flushing, my tears 
welling. I quicken my pace, my eyes searching wildly for an 
escape. But everywhere I turn, there they are—arms around 
each other, lips touching, hands tightly clasped, taunting, 
mocking. 

"Getaway from me!” I hear myself say. It falls on deaf ears. 
"Go away!" I repeat. I run blindly, looking for refuge. I run 
and run, with only one thought in my mind: finding you. 

Then I awoke with a start, my head throbbing furiously. I 
remembered it all: the mall, the people, the loneliness, the 
tears... My hand automatically reached for my cheeks, and 
found tears indeed, fresh tears. It's OK, it was just a dream. 
Thats all it was, a wicked but harmless dream. Comforted by 
the thought, I turned to you. A sickening feeling began to rise 
as it dawned on me once again. As before, the madness be- 
gan, and the tears flowed uncontrollably. 

Somewhere in the building, a song was playing. Itwas Fer- 
gie this time: "... and big girls don't cry...” 


YouNc BLoop 
Cheryl Polican 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Chery Polican, 24, is an IT specialist at Philippine Airlines. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion youre holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


IN THE News 


Jose de Venecia III 


Errata 


Thetitle of Ambeth Ocampo's column yesterday should. 
have read "La Naval’ and a medallion from a Cambodi- 
an king," not"... from a Thai king." 


Also in yesterday's issue, in the seventh line of the 
second paragraph of Raul C, Pangalangan's column, 
the name of the veteran journalist referred to is "Miguel 
Suarez," not Michael Suarez. 
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LAST OCT. 9, 2007, THE SUPREME COURT 
voided the government ban on ads that pro- 
mote breast milk substitutes and supplements. 
It ruled that the ban was “unduly restrictive” 
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and “more than necessary to further the 
avowed governmental interest of promoting 
the health of infants and young children”; and 
that "the laudable concern of the respondent 
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CHD disappointed with SC decision on infant formula ad 


(DOH) for the promotion of the health of in- 
fants and young children cannot justify the ab- 
solute overarching ban.” 

A law that will protect the health and wel- 
fare of Filipino infants and children is long 
overdue. The Milk Code was passed in 1986 
but its revised implementing rules and regula- 
tions (RIRR) only came 20 years later. During 
these years, breast milk substitutes and sup- 
plements were “visible” even in government 
hospitals and clinics. The delay in the Milk 
Code's implementation tells us that the giant 
milk companies are very influential and pow- 
erful. 

Harmful microorganisms intrinsically found 
in infant formulas have long emerged as an in- 
ternational public health concern. There is as 
yet no existing technology that can guarantee 
the safety of infant formulas 100 percent. The 
so-called “sterile” infant formula products are 
almost always potentially dangerous to the 
health of millions of children around the globe. 

The government should have long ago 
quickly and decisively put a stop to the milk 
companies’ disgusting advertisements and 
marketing strategies that promote infant for- 
mulas and breast milk substitutes. The wrong 
information being peddled has led to thou- 
sands of malnutrition cases and to an alarming 
number of infant and child deaths. 

It is in this light that the Supreme Court de- 
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cision voiding part of the Milk Code came as a 
big disappointment to breast-feeding advo- 
cates and millions of mothers throughout the 
country. But the decision will not weaken the 
people's and the health sector's resolve to edu- 
cate mothers on what is best for their babies. 

We, at the Council for Health and Develop- 
ment (CHD), strongly believe that the health 
and welfare of Filipino children should be a 
paramount concern of government and the 
private sector alike, 

We therefore strongly condemn the transna- 
tional milk companies’ continuous effort to 
misinform the public about the "benefits" ofin- 
fant formulas, through commercials and ag- 
gressive marketing strategies. They claim that 
they too believe breast milk is the "gold stan- 
dard” when it comes to infant nutrition. The 
truthis, they are so hell-bent on preventing the 
implementation of the Milk Code's RIRR be- 
cause, for them, it would lead to losses of 
about P10 billion. 

We are one with the nation in condemning 
the transnational milk companies’ inhumane 
pursuit of their self gratifying interests and the 
government's lack of political will to stand by 
its people's interest and welfare. 

ELEANOR A. JARA, M. 
executive director, 
Council for Health and Development, 
chdmancom@yahoo.com 


NFA's losses are a necessary ‘social cost’ 


PLEASE ALLOW US TO REACT TO THE COL- 
umn “A new hunger record" (INQUIRER, 10/6/ 
07), in which Mahar Mangahas called for the 
abolition of the National Food Authority. 

‘The NFA is one of the public entities tasked 
to implement the government's hunger mitiga- 
tion program. The expenses under this pro- 
gram are a “social cost” inevitably incurred to 
make quality rice affordable especially to the 
poor; however, economists see them as "loss- 
es." We firmly believe itis grossly unfair to look 
at the NFA as among the causes of hunger and 
its abolition as a solution to this problem. 

As early as July 2003, the government had" 
lifted the NEAs monopoly on rice importation. 
The private sector, including farmers’ organi- 
zations and cooperatives, were allowed to im- 
port rice. Unfortunately, with the increasing 
cost of rice in the world market, farmers’ orga- 
nizations failed to fully fulfill their import 
‘commitment. To make up for the lack, the NFA 
had to import and buy rice ata higher price 

Rice isa staple commodity for some 50 per- 
cent of the world's population. In the intema- 
tional market, only about 4-6 percent of the 
world's total rice production is traded. There- 
fore, sy sudden surges in demand is expected 
to cause large increases in prices. While im- 
ported rice is cheaper, any self-respecting 
country like the Philippines should have—and 
protect—its own sources of supply. If we be- 
come too dependent on outside sources, we 


Bribery in SC worse than 


FEW PEOPLE REALIZE THIS, BUT THE ALLE- 
gation of bribery against a Supreme Court jus- 
tice is more serious than the allegations of 
bribery in the National Broadband Network 
(NBN) deal. 

The Supreme Court is the final arbiter of all 
legal controversies so that it can uphold or re- 
verse any act of Congress or ruling of any 
court. The characters in the NBN transaction 
may be pilloried and convicted a hundred 
times by other fora, but only the Supreme 
Court can convict theni with finality. 

Iis therefore of paramount importance for the 
members of the Supreme Court to keep their in- 
tegrity intact and for them to remain, as Caesar's 
wife, above suspicion. Therefore, the Supreme 
Court should thoroughly investigate the allega- 


could end up paying higher prices for rice, 

Rice is consumed by 85 percent of Filipinos. 
The NFAs primary mandate is to ensure the 
availability and affordability of rice at all times. 

Rice trading should not be left at the mercy 
of economic forces, meaning, government not. 
intervening in the palay and rice market. We 
still have to see proof that consumers will ben- 
efit and farmers will earn better incomes under 
a purely private business regime. The private 
sector cannot be expected to go to the remotest 
barangays just to buy a few sacks of the farm- 
ers’ palay or sell low-priced rice to consumers. 
This is specifically what the NFA does—in sup- 
port of the governments thrust to eliminate 
hunger. When we strategically positioned our 
procurement funds and facilities nationwide, 
the farmers enjoyed better prices. 

Still, even if we shall have attained rice suf- 
ficiency, the government should never aban- 
don its duty to ensure food security. This basic 
social duty of government should not be dele- 
gated to the private sector whose primary ob- 
jective isprofit. 

The NEA is pragmatic enough to acknowl- 
edge that trade liberalization and free market. 
are now norms in the world economy. It is now 
reviewing its ole and looking at separating its 
regulatory and trading functions. 

—REX C. ESTOPEREZ, 
director, Public Affairs, 
National Food Authority, Quezon City 


the NBN scandal 


tion of a P10-million bribery against Justice Con- 
suelo Ynares-Santiago, in a manner perceived by 
the public to be fair and satisfactory. 

‘And it is hoped that Chief Justice Reynaro 
Puno will not fail the public this time as his 
predecessors did in the recent past. 

Chief Justice Puno so far has enjoyed the 
confidence of the public. It is hoped that he 
would see to it that a thorough investigation of 
the controversy surrounding Justice Santiago 
be conducted. Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
seems to have vital information on the case 
and should be invited to shed light on it. In- 
tegrity not camaraderie, should be the driving 
force of the Supreme Court. 

—EDUARDO YAP CHUA, 
eduardoyapehua@yahoo.com 


Marin’s murder an indictment of mining law 


‘THE PROMOTION OF CHURCH PEOPLE'S RE- 
sponse (PCPR) adds its voice in condemning 
the murder of environmental activist Armin 
Marin. He was killed while leading a protest 
rally against nickel mining operations in 
Sibuyan Island. 

‘The brutal Killing of Marin and many others, 
together with the experiences of mining-af- 
fected communities, should remind the 
Supreme Court justices and all lawmakers that 
the Mining Act of 1995 is clearly immoral and 
unconstitutional and that it spells deadly con- 
sequences for Filipinos who wish to defend the 
country's patrimony from all-out plunder and 
destruction. 

We therefore challenge Congress to immedi- 
ately repeal this legislation which has become 
the license for mining multinationals to exploit 
the Philippines’ mineral resources at the ex- 
pense of Filipino lives, livelihood and the envi- 
ronment. We also call on the Supreme Court to 
declare once more that this mining law is un- 
constitutional. 

With this law—which allows the unham- 
pered exploration and operations of foreign 


mining firms—the Lafayette and Marcopper 
mining disasters will not be the last, just as the 
killing of Marin will not be the last tragedy. 
Marin is the latest victim of the brutal sup- 
pression of peoples resistance against the 
plunder of our country's resources. Like Noli 
Capulong, Rev. Edison Lapuz, Pastor Isaias Sta. 
Rosa, Mareo Morales and other church people 
who were also known to be anti-mining ac- 
tivists and defenders of the indigenous peo- 
ples, peasants and fisherfolk mainly affected 
by mining operations, Marin was brutally 
killed by armed agents of a foreign mining firm 
that has gained unlimited rights to extract 
mineral resources, courtesy of the Mining Act 
oF 1995. 
Repeal the Mining Act of 1995 now! 
Justice for Marin and all victims of repres- 
sion! 
Justice for all victims of mining disasters 
and environmental plunder! 
—AMIE DURAL, 
secretary general, 
Promotion of Church People's Response, 
879 Edsa, Quezon City 


Frat violence rears its ugly head not just in UP 


THE LETTER OF RENE SAGUISAG SEEMS TO 
lay the whole matter of fraternity deaths and 
violence at the door of the University of the 
Philippines and its alumni. (Inquirer, 10/1/ 
07) 

It is gratifying to note however that a well- 
known UP alumnus, Juan Ponce Enrile, has con- 
demned the violence. So has another, the elder 
statesman Jovito Salonga, Edgardo Angara, 
Franklin Drilon, Justice Antonio Carpio, Repre- 
sentatives Art Defensor, Sim Datumanong and 
Luis Villafuerte need not follow suit. 

Violence of the fraternity kind is also preva- 
lent in other universities and so-called institu- 
tions of higher learning. The alumni of Saguis- 
ag’s alma mater have their own black marks and 


rogues although not of the fraternity kind. The 
decade of the ‘60s saw gang-type violence 
prevalent in exclusive schools like La Salle, Le- 
tran and San Beda. 

The best-known rogue is a convict from an- 
other Diliman-based institution, whose brand of 
violence has more ro do with pillage and plunder, 
the worst kind of violence because it is violence 
directed at millions; his unconvicted predecessor 
was a product of another Diliman school. 

Well, of course, UP being what it is, the 
blame is well accepted. Another UP alumna 
sits in glory Sic transit gloria mundi (Thus 
passes the glory of the world) 

—FRED VALERO, 
frevale003@yahoo.com 
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GMA opens P3.6-B dam Neda questioned 


By Kit Bagaipo 
Inquirer Visayas 


SAN MIGUEL, BOHOL—THE P3.6 BILLION IRRI- 
gation project in Bohol, considered the most expen- 
sive irrigation facility in the country because of cost 
overruns reaching 52 percent, was inaugurated yes- 
terday, by no less than President Macapagal-Arroyo: 

The Bayongan Dam project in October 2006, by Neda's project 
San‘ Miguel town, which be- monitoring director Roderick 
came controversial after then Planta; said the ability of Bayont 
National Economic and Plan- gan Dam to supply water to its 
ning Authority (Neda) director 3,500 farmer beneficiaries 
general Romulo Neri questioned would depend on excess watet 
the billion-peso overrun, com- coming from Malinao Dam. ` 
pletes the Bohol Irrigation Pro- The same Neda technical 
ject (BHIP) system that includes evaluation, the content of which 
another controversial irrigation was only leaked to reporters 
project, the Malinao Dam in the here two months ago, also re- 
town of Pilar. vealed that on the average, Ma 

? linao Dam could only irrigate 
Overprice about 65 percent and 53 percent 

Ms Arroyo arrived here byhe- of its 4,900-ha service area dur- 
licopter from Cebu City and ing the wet and dry seasons. 
landed in a platform near the ir- z 
rigation project's marker with Actual capacity 
some 3,000 farmer beneficiaries ^ Lomuel Corre, of Barangay 
coming from the towns of Ubay, Estaca, Pilar and member of the 
San Miguel and Trinidad. irrigators’ association of Mali: 

In her speech, the President nao Dam, said the current water 
said the project would makeBo- delivery capacity of Malinao 
hol one of the top producers of was actually only good for 19 
rice in Central Visayas. days. 

The Bayongan Dam project Normally, he said, there 
was questioned in October last should be continuous water 
year’ by Neri, who now heads supply for 60 days after the 
the Commission on Higher Edu- planting season has started, 

CLARK'S “most prestigious visitor” the world's largest working aircraft lands on former USbasesollandinstanty becomesasensation, cation (CHE), after Hs fins) Me sid otha danns sevite 
ORAS percent more than its original areas could not be irrigated by 


Toer 
= k contract price of P2.3 billion. the Malinao Dam. 
L , More concerns about the via- Ira Pamat, a member of the 
inds aiotorroom in uiar biliyofthe projecterupted after farmers organization. “Hum. 
BHIP project manager Modesto abol,” also said 1,260 farm own- 
Membreve admitted that the ers were supposed to benefit 
CLARK FREEPORT—"THERE'S from the east, dwarfing the giant comed him, his co-pilot, Capt. Calling the visit “historic,” Lu- current water level of the dam's from the Malinao irrigation but 
alot of room to land at Clark.” jet. Bemard Lucien, and 41-member ciano thanked Airbus for giving reservoir has not yet reached its never saw water flowing from 
So said Capt. Peter Chandler, “Ies a lovely, big airport. There crew, Chandley thanked Clark In- the DMIA the “opportunity to ideal elevation of 52 meters. the dam's canals since it started 
pilot of the world’s largest com- was no problem landing here,” temational Airport Corp. officials prove its worth to service wide- — The water elevation at their- operating 10 years ago. 3 
mercial passenger plane, after he Chandler, a pilot of 33 years, told for the “fantastic welcome." bodied aircraft.” rigation project's reservoir is Pamat is worried the same 
parked the Airbus A380 at the the Inquirer of this leg of the Asia ‘They were welcomed by Subic- The DMIA, all of 2,500 currently only 39 meters, or 13 fate awaits Bayongan Dam. 
Diosdado Macapagal Intemation- route proving tour. Clark Secretary Edgardo Pam- hectares and fitted with two 3.2- meters short of the water supply ‘ 
alAirporthere at noon on Friday. This was the first time that the intuan;RellyFojardo, presidential kilometer runways, used to be required to irrigate its service Expensive 2 
Some 2,000 spectators roared Airbus 380 has been in Clark, the adviser for Central Luzon; Nestor one of the largest US military air- area of 5,300 hectares. In its technical evaluation re: 
and clapped as the white aircraft, former home base of the United Mangio, CIAC chair; Victor Jose ponts. port, Neda said based on the 
numbered MSNOO9, approached States Air Force's “jungle air force,” Luciano, CIAC president; Alex — The government converted this Another loan project's revised cost of P3.6-bil- 
the DMIA main runway, encircled the 13th Air Force, until 1991. Cauguiran, CIAC executive vice for commercial use after the Sen- The Bayongan Dam was lion and the target of 5,300 hà 
thrice the tower before making a ree president; Levy Laus, Clark Devel- ate ordered the closure of US funded by a loan obtained by of areas to be irrigated, the pro- 
final descent. Taking in the scenery ‘opment Corp. president; Pampan- bases in the country in 1991. the national government from ject would require P684,882 to 
A : “Irs the first time for me as ga Gov Eddie Panlilio and local ^ Government has primed it to the Japan Bank for Internation- irrigate one hectare of land 
Quiet landing o 


well,” said the 53-year-old British officials. become the country’s next pre- al Cooperation (JBIC) through compared to its original cost of 
It came quietly from the north, pilot 


gliding without a noise, contrast- Asked why he made three pass- 


mier international gateway. its Official Development Assis- P449,890 per hectare. 

Worth proven Home now to at least six air- tance (ODA) facility. “The Bayongan Dam is so far 

ing with the blasting sounds of six es before landing, he replied: "We “Clark is certainly a suitable lines offering low-flights to key Asa foreign-funded project, it the most expensive irrigation 

United States Air Force's F-18 jets wanted to show the airplane off. airport for A380,” Chandler told cities in Southeast Asia, the DMIA was placed under the supervi- project being implemented by 

that welcomed what so far was It's also our chance to take pic- the local officials. His remarks had served one million passen- sion of the Neda's Investment NIA (National Irrigation Admin: 

DMIAs most prestigious visitor tures ofsceneries around here.” drew loud applause from the gersasof August. Tonette Orejas, Coordinating Committee (ICC). istratiom) the evaluation re: 
‘The fabled Mt. Arayat towered At the brief program that wel- crowd. Inquirer Central Luzon A project evaluation report in port cited. 


Gonzales says NPA rebs 


® www.ganzklar.com 
play key role in polls GanZziiar 


Germany 


By Nestor P. Burgos jr. leged plan of the rebels but he 
Inquirer Visayas declined to give details, saying 
this could preempt their efforts. 

ILOILO CITY—NATIONAL SE- But he said it would not be dif- 
curity Adviser Norberto Gonza- ficult. “In a barangay, the people 
les on Thursday warned that would know who are sympathet- 
the government would take ac- ic to the rebels.” 
tion against candidates in the Gonzales said the communist 
barangay elections that are insurgency is the biggest peace 
backed by communist rebels. and order threat to the coming 

Gonzales said they expected elections. 
the New Peoples’ Army (NPA) But the Communist Party of 
and its politica wing, National the Philippines (CPP) said the 
Democratic Front (NDF), to sup- AFP is "the biggest threat to the 
port candidates running for free and peaceful conduct of the 
barangay captain and councilors Barangay Council and Sangguni- 
who are members of rebel orga- ang Kabataan (SK) elections.” 
nizations or supportive of their In a statement posted at the 
cause. CPP website — (wwwphilip- 

“I will be surprised if they  pinerevolution.net), CPP 
don'tdothat,Gonzales,whoop- spokesperson Gregorio “Ka 
poses the use of arms in a social- Roger" Rosal accused the AFP of ^ 
ist rebellion, said in a press con- seeking to control the barangay Apple iPod Classic 80G 
ference after he spoke ina forum elections by "actively working to 
of government employees here. put into office candidates who 

He said from 4-5 percent of will serve as their stooges.” 
the country's 42,000 barangays “Democracy is completely lost Ganzkiar LCD HDTVs are equipped with world leading LG.PHILPS TFT-LCD Panels. Ganzkiar 
were influenced by rebels and he in barangay and youth council is committed to providing the consumer with cutting edge high definition technology to satisly the 


expected them to maximize the elections under the present rot- growing demand for LCD HDTV applications while maintaining its dedication to quality and affordability. 
Oct.29 barangay and Sangguni- tem, reactionary system as these 


ang Kabataan elections to have are being used by the AFP and 


their supporters and sympathiz- the big reactionary political war- 80 
en elected. lords for their reactionary, anti- mesa 10 HMI viewing Angle 
"We know the barangays that democratic and  anti-people PIXEL [full 7] Aea 
they influence and those that agenda,” said Rosal. 
they plan to infiltrate,” said Gon- He said the AFP “desperately i 
zales, whose ideology clashes wants to use the local barangay Hurry Until October 31, 2007 Only. 
hi mainstream communist and eu cedes e eee SSL SE BASIS Cw, Am on Oh Ee ay Sa ee OORA 
leaders. its stepped-up campaign of sup- (Exhibit) Upper Ground Floor (Exhibit) Upper Ground Floor 
He said the Armed Forces of pression and its drive to recruit Showroom Sth Level SM Megamall Bldg B. West Atrium SM Manila Centermall SM Sta. Mesa(Mass Area) 
ldg ( ) 


the Philippines and other gov. more members for its paramili- Tel no. 634-6714, Fax no. 635-2150 (fronting National Bookstore) 
ernment agencies have a plan to tary forces and barangay intelli- 


prevent the execution of the al- gence newsorks.” 


By Vicente S. Labro 
 Balangiga, Eastern Samar 


ITH FERVOR AND PRIDE, THEY 
again paid tribute to their fore- 
bears who left behind a legacy of 
lovefor freedom. 


People of the century-old coastal town of 
Balangiga in Eastern Samar commemorat- 
ed the 106th anniversary of the victory of 
their forefathers against American invaders 
on Sept. 28, hoping anew that the historic 
Balangiga Bells taken as war booty by US 
soldiers will eventually be returned. 

A festive mood pervaded the town as the 
historic event was marked, albeit with less 
pomp as before. 

The reenactment of the 1901 Balangiga 
Encounter participated by hundreds of resi- 
dents-cum-actors—the crowd drawer for 
several years—was “temporarily cancelled” 
for lack of funds, Mayor Viscuso de Lira said. 

It was replaced by a dance drama of high 
school students. 

Despite the scaled-down festivity, De Lira 
said the occasion was still meant “to pay 
tribute to our great men and women who 
fought and died in asserting their priceless 
freedom from foreign domination.” 

‘The Balangiga Encounter Day kept other 
activities of previous celebrations—the civic- 
military parade, thanksgiving Mass, wreath- 
laying ceremony and commemorative pro- 
gram. It remains a holiday in the province. 


Theattack 

"The dance drama showed what happened 
during those fateful days in Balangiga. It 
peaked with the depiction of the successful 
attack staged by bolo-wielding Samarefios 
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106 years of fervor, and still burning 


ADANCE drama depicting American soldiers taking away the church bells of Balangiga is presented during the 106th Balangiga Encounter 


Day commemoration program. 


on the US garrison and capped by American 
soldiers taking away the church bells. 

Historians recount that a church bell was 
rang early morning of Sept. 28, 1901, to 
signal the attack on the garrison of the US 
Army's Company C near the church and 
municipal hall 
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Relations between the natives and the 
Americans had soured because of alleged 
abuses, including the molestation of sever- 
al women and forced labor. 

A few days before the attack, Maj. Eugenio 
Daza, district leader of the Philippine Revolu- 
tionary Movement in Samar, secretly met 
with Capt. Valeriano Abanador, Balangiga 
police chief, and other revolutionary leaders 
in Sitio Amanlara to finalize their plan. 

The revolutionaries were from Balangiga 
and nearby Lawaan, Giporlos and 
Quinapondan towns, which were then bar- 
tios of Balangiga. 

On the eve of the attack, some guerrillas en- 
tered the church dressed as women, while 
others carried a coffin purportedly containing 
the remains of a cholera vietim but actually 
concealed sundang (long bladed weapons). 

When Abanador raised his cane to signal 
the raid, the bells started ringing. Some 500 
natives with sundang and spears attacked 
the American soldiers, most of them having 
breakfast. Fifty of the 74 soldiers were killed 
while 22 were reported wounded. Others es- 
caped by boat to nearby Basey town where 
another US detachment was located. 

A handful of soldiers were able to get 
hold of their Krags and shoot dead some of 
the natives. 


Howling wilderness 

‘Some historians considered the event the 
“worst single defeat” of the US Army during 
the Philippine-American War. 

In retaliation, the US Army sent Gen. Jake 
Smith to Samar. According to some accounts, 
he ordered his men to kill all Samarefios aged 
10 years old and above, burn houses, shoot 
working animals and seize crops, making 
‘Samara “howling wildemess.” 

When the soldiers left, they took away, 
among others, the church bells as war tro- 
phies. Two of the bells are still mounted at 
the Fort Warren Air Force Base in Wyoming, 
while another is kept by the US Army in a 
warehouse in South Korea. 

Many efforts have been made by local 
and national leaders for the return of the 
"Bells of Freedom" but to no avail. 

The former bishop of the Diocese of 
Borongan, Leonardo Medroso, went to the 
United States a few years ago to seek the re- 
turn of the bells, but veterans’ groups in 
Wyoming were adamant in their 
decision not to send them back. 

Medroso had even cited 
an order issued by Abra- N 
ham Lincoln in 1864 giet hh 
that defined specific ar- 
ticles that should be 
respected and not tak- 
en as trophies of war, 
and these included 


THE 
RENOVATED 
Balangiga 
Churchand 
its belfry, 
which has 
one window 
vacant 
apparently to 
give space to 
any ofthe 
lost historic 
belis, 
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church property. 

"Nagpapabilin it aton hingyap, it aton 
mga inop nga hibalik ine nga aton Balangiga 
Bells (Our hope, our dream that the 
Balangiga Bells will be returned still re- 
mains),” Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evardone 
said in a message during the commemora- 
tive program on Sept. 28. 

"We don't know when these will be re- 
turned. Many have already worked togeth- 
er for the bells’ return because these are 
symbolic to us but up to now these were not 
returned. If these are not returned yet, let 
us just not forget the reason why the event 
took place," Evardone said in Waray. 

“The reason? It's simple—a struggle for 
our rights that was trampled upon during 
that time,” he added. 

Sen. Loren Legarda, the guest speaker, 
vowed to continue working for the return of 
the bells, citing Senate Resolution No. 155, 
which she recently filed, that urged the 
Philippine government “to exhaust all ef- 
forts to persuade the government of the 
United States to, as an act of goodwill and 
solidarity between these two nations, imme- 
diately return” the bells to Eastern Samat. 

“While the church bells were taken in an 
atmosphere of divisiveness, perhaps hatred 
and revenge, what is essential is that we, 
the Filipino people, now strive for peace 
and reconciliation,” she said. 

Castor Gamalo, 41, a legal researcher as- 
signed to the regional trial court in Balangi- 
ga, a former college professor and whose 
great grandfather was one of those who 
died in that historic battle, said he owed it 
10 his slain forebears to continue the efforts 
to reclaim the bells. 

Joy Campanero of the Balangiga Tourism 
and Information Office stressed the need to 
continue remembering the event, if only "to 
remind the younger generation this is the 
best legacy of our forebears.” 

Campanero is a descendant of Vicente 
Candeluces, the man who rang the bell that. 
preceded the attack. 

The belfry of the renovated church still 
shows that one of its four windows is still 
vacant, signifying a space reserved for at 
least one of the original bells. 

Buta replica could be seen at the belfry in 
the P6-million Balangiga Encounter Monu- 
ment that was sculpted by national artist 
Napoleon Abueva. The monument depicts lo- 
cal revolutionaries who are about to attack, 
with Captain Aba- 
nador raising his 
cane to signal the 
Taid and the ring- 
ingofthe bells. 
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Why, who is going after the Inquirer? 


Frompage Al 


That was consistent with the 
Senate Rules on Executive Ses- 
sion, Rule XIVII, Sec. 127, 
which provides that it “shall be 
held whenever a Senator so re- 
quests it and his petition has 
been duly seconded.” 

The presence of DBM Secre- 
tary Andaya, as attested by the 
Blue Ribbon Transcript, was au- 
thorized by the lead Chair, Sen- 
ator Cayetano in accordance 
with Sec. 126, that “such other 
persons as may be authorized 
by the Senate may be admitted 
to the (executive session).” 

Athe start of the closed-door 
session, Senate President Villar 
invoked Section 128, that ev- 
eryone “shall absolutely refrain 
from divulging any of the confi- 
dential matters taken up by the 
Senate, and all proceedings 
which might have taken place 
in the Senate in connection 
with said matters shall likewise 
be considered as strictly confi- 
dential xxx.” 

So sacrosanct is the executive 
session that Sec. 129 proscribes 
that "any Senator who violates 
the [confidentiality injunction" 
may by a two-thirds (2/3) votes 
of all the Senators, be expelled 
from the Senate xxx.” 

Three days later, on Septem- 
ber 29, 2007, Iqumx's Mala- 
cafiang reporter, Juliet Labog- 
Javellana, quoting four un- 
named sources, filed a detailed 
account of what supposedly 
happened in the closed-door 
meeting which was banner 
headlined in the INquiner issue 
of Sept. 30th. 

It was a double-whammy, 


pulsion. 


members 


First, against the INQUIRER for a 
patently baseless report that ev- 
eryone privy to that meeting 
has stoutly denied. Second, 
against the Senate for the possi- 
ble sources could only be the 
senators present who faced the 
prospect of the ultimate sanc- 
tion under the Senate rules: ex- 


Considering 
breach of Senate rules, PS. Reso- 
lution No. 165 was passed with- 
‘out any objection by the Senate. 
The resolutory portion is sim- 
ple and forthright. It reads: 
“Resolved, as it is hereby re- 
solved, to direct the appropriate 
Committee to conduct an in- 
quiry into violation of Rule 
XIVII and/or other rules of the 
Senate as a consequence of the 
aforesaid [Inquirer] news ac- 
count and to investigate any/or 
all Senators and non-Senators 
who were present during the 
said Executive Session and to 
impose sanctions as may be 
warranted under the Rules.” 
The Senate would go to great 
lengths to conduct a formal in- 
vestigation of the erring sena- 
tors, if any; for breach of its 
Rules, if there was; and to im- 
pose ‘penalties, if warranted. 
The Senate cannot have four 


within its Rules. What was the 
response of the INQUIRER? 
Within hours after the Senate 
adopted the investigative reso- 
lution and as the INQUIRER was 
going to press, its editors sud- 
denly declared that it stood by 
the Javellana story wholesale. 
Thatis, without conducting any 
investigation—in 
trast to the Senate's careful and 


the — serious 


todenyit. 


Editors’ notes 


IN THE INTEREST OF FAIR- 
ness, the editors take excep- 
tion to the author saying two 
less than factual items: First, 
that the Sept. 30 banner story 
about the leak of what hap- 
pened to Neri at the Senate ex- 
ecutive session of Sept. 27 had 
been “universally denied." 
Except for Senator Arroyo 
himself, not one of PDI's four 
news sources for the Sept. 30 
news story had come forward 


Second, that the editors 
stood by the story bylined by 
Juliet Javellana without in- 


of and no one else. What an odd 
self-important notion. 

With characteristic imbal- 
ance, the Inquirer extended to 
me a single slanted headline 
coupled with a predictably edi- 
torialized news account of Sen- 
ate Resolution No. 165. 

It grasped at the off-tangent 
straw thrown in its direction by 
a lawyer with an axe to grind 
against the Senate because he 
was barred from attending any 
Senate committee hearings for 
unruly behavior and improper 
knowledge. 

Amado Doronila, TNQUIRER's 
career obscurantist, joined the 
pride and writes about a free- 
dom whose loss he was not 
around to experience. 


What surprises us all is not 
that Ms Javellana made a claim 
of sources that has been round- 
ly denied by everyone con- 
cerned but that her editors 
nonetheless published a story in 
the teeth of the declared confi- 
dentiality of the Senate pro- 
ceedings, thereby damaging 
perhaps irreparably one of the 
legislature's most effective de- 
vices for getting at the truth. 
The fault was not so much Ms 
Javellana's for claiming sources 
that may not existas her editors 
for going ahead with a story re- 
gardless of the consequences to 
the Senate and the larger public 
interest in arriving at the truth 
about the ZTE affair. 

As the Senate grills all the 


vestigating first. There was no 
need. Juliet was assigned to 
check out a tip the editors got 
about what happened behind 
closed doors at the Senate ex- 
ecutive session. Certain other 
editors were in on the whole 
process of Juliet’s news gath- 
ering for and verifying and 
cross-checking the story. From 
the start, Juliet was not acting 
in a vacuum. Though she 
alone wrote the story, the edi- 
tors were there all the way. 
There was nothing to investi- 
gate. All this time, the editors 
‘were on top of the story. 


calibrated response. 


who cannot work 


legedly gave her. 


sharp con- 


Debt service cut in P1.23-T ... 


From page Al 
month of deliberations and less than two 
weeks of plenary scrutiny. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, the subject of 
persistent ouster rumors, said it was the 
first time that the post-Marcos Congress 
passed the general appropriations bill in 
the second week of October “instead of in 
November or in December.” 

“We will not have a reenacted budget. We 
kept our commitment to our people," said De 
Venecia to applause from majority and minori- 
ty members, and even from those in the ma- 
jority coalition said to be plotting his ouster. 

The 2008 budget is to all intents and pur- 
poses already passed as a third and final read- 
ing, which the House will undertake in early 
November after members retum from a three- 
week recess, is considered purely ministerial 

The budget measure then goes to the Sen- 
ate which Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, chair of 
the Senate finance committee, said would 
pass the bill by December. The Senate went 
on recess last week ahead of the House. 

Education and public works received the 
biggest allocation in the general appropria- 
tions bill that the House leadership said 
aims to achieve a balanced budget two 
years ahead of projections in the Medium- 
Term Philippine Development Plan. 

Aside from the slash in debt payments, 
the House also realigned P30.1 billion 
worth of key appropriations that Mala- 
cafiang made in the original budget propos- 
al, redirecting the amount to basic services 
like education, health, agriculture, public 
safety and the environment. 

The allocation for health services includ- 
ed an increase in the family planning bud- 
get from P180 million to at least P1 billion 

“I have two major advocacies when it 
comes to the national budget—reduction of 
debt service payments and population,” 
said Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the 
committee on appropriations. 

Part of the slashed amounts will go to 
prisoners’ meal allowances, the purchase of 
guns, ammunition, patrol cars and fire 
trucks, and assistance programs for over- 
seas Filipino workers. 

The redirected P30.1 billion of appropri- 
ations included PS billion worth of “slow- 
moving projects in the Department of Pub- 
lic Works and Highways”; P2.2-billion for 
the Light Rail Transit 1, South Extension 
Project; P2.7-billion cut from the P43.7-bil- 
lion Miscellaneous Personnel Benefits 
Fund; and P2.1-billion budgetary support 
for government corporations. 

Lagman said the congressmen were care- 
ful to make the cuts from within the expen- 
diture level proposed by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

In his sponsorship speech on the appropri- 
ations bill last week, Lagman said lawmakers 
had discretion over only P286 million—or 23 
percent—of the trillion-peso budget. 

Lagman said the committee found “elbow 
room" to make the cuts in debt payments be- 
cause of the stability of the peso whose ap- 
preciation or depreciation directly impact the 
amount allocated for foreign debt servicing. 

Of the P17.8 billion slashed from the al- 
location for foreign debt, P6.8 billion con- 
stituted savings because of the continuing 
appreciation of the peso, Lagman said. 

Lagman said that for every peso of appre- 
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ciation—or if, say, the peso moves from P45 
to P44 against the United States dol- 
lar—debt service payments would auto- 
matically be reduced by P2.272 billion. 

He said the lower house pegged the sav- 
ings at a minimum of P6 billion with an ap- 
preciation of P3. The assumption is that the 
peso would remain in the P46 to P48 range 
against the dollar till next year. 

The rest of the P17.8-billion cut in debt pay- 
ments, or P11 billion, will come from the “pro- 
posed suspension of interest payments for 
loans initially identified and challenged to be 
tainted or wasteful pending their renegotiation 
and/or condonation,” according to Lagman. 

This included the loan for the mothballed 
Bataan Nuclear Power Plant, and the Bank 
Austria loan worth P503.6 million for the 
purchase of “substandard” medical waste in- 
cinerators for 26 government hospitals. 

Lagman said the budget act would also 
include a proposed measure to repeal the 
automatic appropriations statute that auto- 
matically allocates a huge portion of the 
budget to debt servicing and to create a 
debt audit commission. 

The proposed debt audit commission will 
pinpoint onerous loans that the country 
Lass ear 

Lagman said the House expects the state 
revenue agencies to raise the amount need- 
ed to have a balanced budget next year. 

“We are banking on the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue to raise P845 billion and the Bureau 
of Customs to collect P245 billion,” he said. 

The top 10 departments with the highest. 
budgetary allocations were education, includ- 
ing the school-building program, with 
P145.975 billion; public works and highways, 
P94.461 billion; national defense, including 
the Armed Forces modernization program, 
P56.609 billion; local government, P52.609 
billion; agriculture, P23.756 billion; tans- 
portation and communications, P22.339 bil- 
lion; health, P16.259 billion; agrarian reform, 
P13.006 billion; judiciary, P10.184 billion; 
and the foreign affairs, P10.053 billion. 

The scene showing House members al- 
most unanimously applauding and cheer- 
ing De Venecia as he spoke on passage of 
the budget "in record time" seemed to belie 
the tension in the House caused by the fil- 
ing of an impeachment case against Ms Ar- 
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Inquirer thought 
played a neat shell game. By ab- 
solving Ms Javellana with self- 
serving and indecent haste, In- 
QuIRER sought to absolve itself. 
Did it? Only if the accused is to 
bethe judge of her own guilt. 
But no one was accusing the 
Inquirer. Not yet anyway. The 
Senate has in fact provisionally 
taken Ms Javellana's claim of 
real sources at her word, and 
was conducting an investiga- 
tion to uncover these sources 
and then check with them the 
veracity of the account they al- 


Why should that so disturb the 
IvQuinen like an inveterate card- 
sharp who may actually have 
been playing an honest game? 
At no point will the INQumzm 
itself be investigated, only the 
senators and the others who 
were present at the executive 


Doronila labors mightily to 
transform the Senate Resolu- 
tion into a battle for the liberty 
of the press. But the Senate has 
no fight with the press. Neither 
has the Senate a fight with the 
IQuinen. All the Senate seeks is 
the truth about the sourcing of 
Ms Javellana's thus far univer- 
sally denied story so that it can 
deal with the offending sena- 
tors and not with a newspaper 
whose feeble grasp of facts has 
lost it a lot of credibility though 
not, to be sure, any of its enter 

tainment value. 

Nor is the Senate interested 
in denying Ms Javellana the 
confidentiality of her sources, 
thereby hobbling the journalis- 
tic right to search for the truth. 
Far from it, the Senate seeks on- 
ly to protect the confidentiality 
of executive sessions without 
which its effectiveness in 
searching for the truth will like- 
wise be hampered. 


senators who were present at 
the session, it may well be that 
some or just one of them may 
ask that Ms Javellana be invited 
to shed some light on the mat- 
ter, pethaps also in executive 
session so that no one else may 
know what or whether she 
spoke. After all, as the writer of 
the offending article, no one is 
in a better position to help the 
Senate resolve the issue. This 
time we trust that the strictest 
confidence will be maintained 
byall concerned. 

The INQUIRER of course may 
refuse to allow Ms Javellana to 
attend or may threaten her con- 
tinued employment if she does; 
that is its prerogative or rather 
that of the editors. But it can- 
not, in all decency, criticize the 
Senate for doing its duty in this 
matter. [hope the INQUIRER pub- 
lishes this statement. It would 
only be fair and a profound sur- 
prise. 


session. Ms Javellana may in- 
voke the confidentiality of her 
sources to stop herself from re- 
vealing their identities but not 
to stop the Senate from finding 
out for itself. Unless a newspa- 
per is of the view that it has, in 
some regard, the last word on 
what a Senate may or may not 
do. We do not think so. 

And now the INQumem has 
hunkered down for a siege that 
no one intends to lay it, devot- 
ing four kilometric but distorted 
accounts of the issue on its front. 
page, plus two editorials and 
numerous columns. Everyone 
at the Inquirer is at the ram- 
parts scanning the horizon for 
enemies that are not there; for 
the inquiry will be of the Senate 
by the Senate without any re- 
gard to Ingumer. Unless the 
Quer is of the view that any- 
thing it may concer itself with 
is its sole prerogative to dispose 
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Í UNCOLLECTED garbage. 
|J! left on a street in 
4 Mandaluyong City several 
days after dump trucks 
J] stopped picking up trash 
from homes and 
establishments.cownsicasiai 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


New Rodriguez 
landfill opens 


Mayors fear relief temporary 


By DJ Yap, Kristine L. Alave, 
Julie M. Aurelio and Nancy C. Carvajal 


A GARBAGE CRISIS IN METRO 
Manila has been averted. 


Riza Gov Casimiro Ynares III and Ro- 
driguez Mayor Pedro Cuerpo have settled 
their differences and allowed the opening of 
the town’s sanitary landfill to Metro Manila, 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
chair Bayani Fernando said yesterday. 

‘The two apparently reached an agreement 
during a meeting with Fernando Thursday 
evening, but the MMDA chair did not dis- 
close the terms or conditions of the verbal 
agreement. 

Despite the truce between Ynares and 
Cuerpo, some Metro Manila mayors said it 
did not allay their fears of a garbage crisis. 

Fernando said it would be up to the local 
government to decide what dump to use: the 
14-hectare landfill that Ynares said was al- 
ready full, or the adjacent 19-hectare. facility 
that had yet to get proper permits. 

Responding to criticism that the MMDA 
could not provide a permanent solution to 
Metro Manila's garbage woes, Fernando said 
such problems were only natural. 

“There can be no permanent solution to 
the garbage problem because landfills also 
have periods of life and death," he said. 

‘The important thing, he said, was to en- 
sure that alternative sites were available ev- 
ery time a landfill shut down. 


As this developed, Navotas Mayor Toby 
Tiangco said he would allow garbage from 
Makati and San Juan to be dumped in the 
city’s landfill but under certain conditions. 

Fernanda downplayed the impact of the 
standoff between Cuerpo and Ynares that led 
to the garbage pileup in some cities like 
Makati, Caloocan and Mandaluyong. 

He said only Makati had difficulty finding 
a landfill for its garbage. 

Earlier this week, Ynares closed down the 
14-ha landfill in Rodriguez, saying it was al- 
ready full and directed that garbage be 
brought to the adjacent site. 

Cuerpo complied with Ynares’ order to 
close the smaller landfill but said he would 
not allow dump trucks into the new site be- 
cause it lacked the necessary permits from 
his office. 

The old landfill was used by Metro Mani- 
la's 16 cities and one municipality. With its 
closure Ynares said the new landfill was ex- 
clusively for Rizal's use. 

While the Rizal local officials were feud- 
ing, Metro Manila local governments, except 
for Quezon City that operates the Payatas 
dump, had to make separate arrangements 
with landfill operators. 

Metro Manila mayors appealed to Ynares 
and Cuerpo to solve the dispute permanently 
and swiftly. 

“It's not yet over,” Mandaluyong City May- 
or Benhur Abalos said in a phone interview. 
‘Some technicalities needed to be threshed 
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‘Bribe’ story nothing new 
THEBANNERHEADLINESTORY ernment agencies are not sub- on The Presidential Anti- pacity, but the post was given 


inthelNQumem yesterday that 190 ject to audit. The holder of the Why does the Supreme Smuggling Group (PASG) instead to Antonio Villar, a 
‘congressmen were each handed fund may do as he or she pleas- vu Court allow Caloocan City Re- says a company called Spyca close ally of the President. 
envelopes amounting to between es with it. í gional Trial Court Judge Ado- isallegedlyinvolvedinsmug- Even after being rebuffed, 
P200,000 and P500,000 in Mala- Why does she give away b racion G. Angeles to continue gling through its customs the Cabinet official still re- 
cafiang after a breakfast meeting money to generals from her in- holding office even after she bonded warehouse. portedly throws his weight 
with President Gloria isnot earth-telligence fund, I asked the has been convicted of violating Imported goods are sup- around at the piers through 
shaking. Palace source. = the Anti-Child AbuseLaw?  — posedly taken out of the histrusted men. 

She has been “bribing” con- ^ He looked at me like I was Another Caloocan City RTC warehouse without paying ate 
gressmen through the easy re- stupid, and said: “Mon, the Erap was grossly incompe- judge, Florentino Floro, was taxes and duties while cus- Scores of Marines have ap- 
lease of their pork barrel, and generals keep her in power.” tent and corrupt, my source kicked out by the high courtfor toms guards look the other plied for retirement because of 
the generals through her intel- ^ Satiated with perks and priv- said, while GMA projects an publicly admitting he consult- way. demoralization in the Marine 
ligence fund, according to my ileges, the generals won'tthink image of knowing her job ed with elves (dwende) in ren- If true, why does Spyca get Corps, according to one of the 
little birdie in the Palace. of abandoning her in case of and that of being clean and dering decisions. away with smuggling? applicants. 

But she allegedly pampers another people power upris- honest even if her relatives Floro never violated any law. It allegedly enjoys protec- Those wanting to retire have 
her generals more than the ing hesaid. supposedly are not. His only fault was believing in tion from a Cabinet member, been in the service for 20 years 
bootlicking legislators by a Iwas told byanothersource the supernatural, while Ange- according to my sources at which makes them eligible. 
showering them regularly with But why did the generals that from Day One, there al- les was convicted ofacrime. the Bureau of Customs. Before, Marines seldom re- 
fat envelopes from her presi- turn against President Erap ready was a plot to unseat Er- If that's not favoritism, I The Cabinet official al- tired before they reached the 
dential intelligence fund. even if he, too, was overly ap because he was considered don't know what is. legedly wanted to get the compulsory retirement age of 

All intelligence funds in gov- generoustothem,Iasked. an uneducated boor. p PASG job in a concurrent ca- 56. 


Malacaíiang official accused of attempted homicide 


By Jeannette l. Andrade in the back, suddenly appeared, case to be brought to PNP chief 
the report said. Ebarle stepped on Director General Avelino Razon 
A COMPLAINT FOR ATTEMPT- the brakes to prevent a collision. in Camp Crame. He handed Ma- 
ed homicide was filed yesterday Evidente told the Inquirer that tias a business card. 
against an undersecretary of Ebarle started hurling invectives When Matias threatened to 
the office of the presidential at him and threatened tokillhim, charge him with willful disobedi- 
chief of staff. adding that he worked in Mala- ence of a person in authority 
Warrick Evidente of Barangay cañang. Ebarle agreed to go to the San 
Mariana, New Manila, Quezon Evidente said he gothisson out Juan Police detachment in Green- 
City filed the complaint with the of the car and asked a security hills. Once there, Ebarle reported- 
Quezon City Police District guard to take him home. As he ly excused himself when his 
(QCPD) Cubao police station 7 af- was about to board his car again, lawyer Ben Dangaso arrived, al- 
ter Renato Ebarle allegedly tried Ebarle stepped on the accelerator, legedly promising that the latter 
to run him over with his sports sideswiping hisleftleg, hesaid. ^ would take care of the matter 
utility vehicle. Evidente, a 40- Despite an injured leg, Evi- since he had to go to Malacafiang. 
year-old sales executive, said the dente chased Ebarle until they Matias told the Inquirer he 
incident stemmed from a traffic reached the comer of Santolan asked the lawyer to wait while he 
problem. Road and Ortigas Avenue in San brought the victim to the San . 
‘The Greenhills, San Juan police Juan. During the chase, the Land Juan Medical Center for examina- New Rodriguez landfill Bran Kapps 
detachment reported that the in- Cruiser allegedly tried to get Evi- tion. When they returned, Danga- 
cident started at around 9:35a.m. dent's car off the road. ‘sowas also gone. out, he added. The spokesperson of Mayor He said barges carrying trash 
along 1st Street in Barangay Mar-  SPO1 Gerardo Matias, who In a telephone interview, Dan- San Juan City Mayor Joseph Florencio Bernabe Jr. said docked in Manila and needed 
iana. was aboard San Juan mobile unit gaso told the IngumeR he left the | Victor JV" Ejercito said their garbage collection was done the approval of Mayor Alfredo 
Evidenteand his 5-year-oldson 431, noticed the incident and told station because he knew the inci- | trash collection was irregular twice a week in the city. Lim. 
were about to leave their town- them to stop. Evidente told him dent was outside the jurisdiction | as a result of the conflict. He In offering the use of the During the standoff, the 
house aboard a maroon Toyota his version of the story. When Ma- of San Juan authorities. joined Abalos in asking the Navotas landfill, Tiangco told MMDA asked Metro Manila 
Corolla (WCU-158) to buy bread tias asked Ebarle to get off his ve- He said his client would file | Rizal officials to resolve their the Inọumer, “In principle I residents to keep their garbage 
when Ebarle's charcoal gray Toy- hicle, the latter reportedly intro- counter-charges against Evidente | differences. agree that our dump be used as first as it looked for another 
oa Land Crue: wih a 13° tt duced hineell as a Malcafang ani the Si Jun police Sor ol Pasay City Mayor Wenceslao an alternative site for the landfill that could accommo- 
cense plate in front and REES65 official and said he wanted the legedly filing a false report Trinidad criticized the MMDA garbage of Makati and San date over 8,000 cubic meters of 
for not preparing for the clo- Juan, but they should also ask trash daily. 
: : sure of the Rodriguez landfill the permission ofthe local gov- Cuerpo said yesterday he or- 
28 urt in Coasta Roa ACCIGENA | ane sor passing the buck to lo- emment of Manila.” dered the opening of the old 
cal governments. He said Binay and Ejercito landfill that Ynares and the 
By Julie M. Aurelio Dios Hospital emergency room smashup occurred. “The city government is only asked last week to be allowed provincial board ordered shut 
said most of the victimssuffered Police have not yet identified | tasked with collecting garbage to dump garbage in the Tanza down. 
TWENTY-EIGHT ^ PERSONS minor injuries. the vehicles involved—report- | from the residents and estab- dump on a temporary basis. But no dump truck could en- 
were injured when a passenger ^ PO3AlipioDimaano ofthe traf- edly two jeepneys, two vans | lishments.It isthe MMDAs job The mayor said while the teras it was blocked by the new 
bus hit six other vehicles along fic bureau said the incident oc- and a taxi—in its report yester- | to look for a landfill or dump, landfill could accommodate landfills contractor, he said. 
the Coastal Road in Parafiaque curred along the northbound lane day afternoon. and of disposing the trash,” waste from the two cities, it Cuerpo insisted the old landfill 
City early yesterday morning. of Coastal Road, just before the Payo, a resident of Gonzales | Trinidad said. would take time to find barges had not reached its maximum 
The incident is the second traf- Airport Road in Barangay Tambo. Street, Sta. Cruz, Manila is now in Nelson Lacambra said that that would bring trash from capacity 
fic incident to occur along the At 7:10a.m,, bus driver Domin- the custody of the traffic bureau | while Parafiaque was not di- Pier 18 at the North Harbor. He also said Rodriguez 
Coastal Road this week. goPayoof3Sistemlinerlostcon- oftheParaiiaque City police. rectly affected by the closure of At present he said, waste should have control over the 
‘Authorities have yet to identi- trol ofhis brakesand smashed into Charges of reckless impru- | the Rodriguez landfill, the city from Manila and Malabon City new landfill, not the provincial 
fy the victims who were brought sbe vehicles stuck in trafic. dence resulting in multiple | might have a problem later if were also brought tothedump- government. 
tothe San Juan de Dios Hospital ^ The bus had just come from physical injuries and damage to | othercities began usingthe San managed by Philippine Ecology Cuerpo said Ynares’ decision to 
in Pasay City for treatment. Cavite province and was property are being readied | Pedro, Laguna landfill Systems Corp. or Phileco. open the new site was “illegal.” 
‘The staff at the San Juande bound for Manila when the against the bus driver. 


A> QC cops link ‘asset’ MeTROBRIEFS 
- to death of police officer Aussie seem nea 


- area in Sampaloc, Manila, leaving at least 10 
Home Guaranty Corporation By Jeannette I. Andrade when he met the suspect on his families homeless. No one was reported in- 
yard. “Itis possible that they grap- jured or killed in the blaze, which started 
Office of the President DEAD MEN DO TELL TALES. pled for the possession of the gun around 11 a.m., according to arson investiga- 
Citing new evidence, investiga- which fired and killed Garcia,” tors. The fire broke out from a house on Elenita 
NOTICE OF SALE tors of the Quezon City Police Dis- Banaag stressed. E Mendoza on Masbate corner Tuason Street, 
mr (QCPD) declared yesterday „Tewas leamed that Superinten- Sampaloc, and quickly spread to adiacet 
leath of Station 8 comman- dent was missin udin 
Tre Homo Guarany Craton poc) iwotergkrsaemonhoriwtnenoneoiteses | Gar Supt Jose Garcia a dosed P300,000 mta which he o near ihe Man Pole lst headquarters 
= case, claiming that an unidenti- from a a loan obtained from a along United Nations Avenue. A security guard 
DESCRIPTION MINIMUM BID fied man found dead beforedawn government financial institution. ofthe building said he saw something had 
OF THE PROPERTY LOCATION TOTALAREA | PRICE (Php) of Wednesday was the same per- Banaag pointed out that the sparked near the stairs on the second floor of 
Ninety Nine (99) | Divine Mercy Vilage, | 12,894sqm |  P6,791,300.00 son who killed the police official. only mystery left for them to solve the building, prompting him to call the fire- 
residential ts win BO Malone, QCPD Criminal Investigation is the identity of Garcia's alleged fighters. 
individual TCTs yabas, - and Detection Unir homicidedivi- kiler, who was described to be Tina G. Santos 
ral Guidelines: sion! Insp. Lino Banaag aged between 25 and 30 years " ^ 
reccomend Rosequdi teorie A T bole told the Iwqumzm that they came oid, 5'3” tall, medium-built, with Edsa barriers dismantled 
All proposals shall be submited on or before October 30, 2007 at 2:00 P.M. up with the conclusion after sev- brown complexion, curly hair, MANDALUYONG City Mayor Benhur Abalos 
|. Prospective bidders may offer to buy the property in cash or installment basis. Only cash | eral items belonging to Superin- anda picture ofa bird in flighttat- yesterday criticized the Metropolitan Manila 
purchase shall be entiied lo discounts. tendent Garcia were recovered tooed on his right shoulder. Development Authority for placing concrete 
STURM oF PNET: from the slain man. The body had been found be- and metal barriers along the length of Edsa 
4.1 For CASH SALE, the following discount rates apply: “Colonel Garcia's name en- tween 3:30 am. and 4 a.m., from Shaw Boulevard to Ortigas Avenue which 
o 10%, Spot Cash graved on the folding knife and Wednesday, outside house num- caused massive trafic jams on Thursday. Aba- 
0 6%, if paid within 30 days from signing of sale documents. on the gold-plated pen could ber 71 Freedom St, Area 1, los said the MMDA did not notify them of its 
9 4% i paid within 80 days rom signing of sale documents hardly be read because the letters Barangay Pasong Tamo, in planto separate the lanes in one of the busiest 
ml sees were so small. Personnel of the Pingkian, Quezon City, the victim portion of Edsa that fronts three malls: the 
422 For INSTALLMENT SALE (discounts are not applicable): ‘Scene of the Crime Office had to lying on his belly with .45 caliber Shangri-La Plaza, SM Megamall, and the 
© 10% minimum downpayment use a magnifying glass to read the pistol bulletwounds in the face Robinson's Galleria. The Mandaluyong City 


© Balance payabie in equal monthiy instalments overamaxirumtermoffve(S)years | engraving,” Banaag said, pointing and in the ches. government removed the barriers on Thursday 
at twelve (12%) interest per annur 


out that the man may have taken The homicide division chief afternoon. The barriers confused and inconve- 
TANDS) locals at he 4h Fou, Jade bulbo, 28 Sem Cl Puyal Avenue, Makan Gty | Ù items without knowing that emphasized that they are eyeing nienced motorists and bus drivers, who could 
eee cae ot I aU coon Pannan a gor retundebielee ot Two Thousand Five | theyborethe ownersname. the involvement of a syndicate in not change lanes, Abalos said. 


Hundred Pesos (P20 ed con box Vive wtbyotine | qgfittoughstll undensfied, Be. the death ofthe unidentified Kristine L. Alave 
. The sealed bids roppe fesignated drop box located a jd the man served as Su- 
AMDG office on or before October 30, 2007 at 200 P.M. ue eee: 


, US oikee on o balara Cie 90, 2007 at E rus Pertenden Gara aset” He Soco personnel, ed by Senior. Trinity College reunion 
i. The award of ine sale covering the properties shall be based on the offer determined to be | added that it was possible that on Insp. Elizalde Odi, recovered two HIGH SCHOOL BATCH 1977 of Trinity College 
most advantageous to the Corporation. Sept. 30, the suspect could have empty 45 caliber pistol shells, a of Quezon City (now Trinity University of Asia 
For inquiries, please call the AMDG al 897-3290 and 695-6250, or you may visit our office arae, | Zone to Garcia's house at Nawasa magazine for a 45 caliber pistol or TUA) is calling on all alumni to participate in 
ade Bidg., 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati Cty oad comer Miltary Rd, Veterans with eight lie ammunition, a a reunion to be held at the Quezon Cty Sports 
ge, Barangay Pasong Tamoin money card, a tampered Philip- Club on Nov. 17 from 6 p.m. onwards. For de- 
THR CORECTE RS 2E gar EEEE AOE NE TE OTS Quezon City to borrow money. pine National Police badge, a tails, please visit its website at www.trinity- 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. “Garcia could have refused to Bank of the Philippine Islands highschool1977.com or get in touch with the 
grant him the loan, which wig- checkbook with a gold-plated pen following: Lea Besay, Trinity University of Asia 
(Sod) RAFAEL p. DE LOS SANTOS gered the assault,” the homicide bearing the words "P/Supt. Jose Alumni Affairs Office: 702-2882 loc. 441; Ce- 
resident division chief said. The QCPD sta- Garcia, Station Commander PS8” cileen Torio-Guinto: 0919-8228810 or 743- 
Vu pe poe enero Set Derren ee tion 8 commander reportedly had as well as an 8-inch folding knife 4049; Luis Monasterio: 0917-5394109, and 
his .45 caliber pistol with him similarly engraved. Eduardo Sabile: 0917-3296647 or 938-2107. 
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US air strike kills 15 women, children in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—A US AIR STRIKE 
in Iraq has killed 15 women and 
children, marking one of the 
largest losses of civilian life in a 
military raid and a 
bloody start to Friday's Muslim 
holiday Eid'l Fitr. 

“Nineteen suspected insur- 
gents and 15 women and ci 
dren were killed in an operation 
Thursday in the Lake Tharthar 


US air strike 


T8 suspected 
insurgents, 

15 women and 
children kiled 
in US bombing 


single 


region,” 
ARABIA 


ARP 121007 


MAP showing the Lake Tharthar 
region of Iraq where a US air 
strike Friday killed at least 15 
‘women and children. 


spokesperson said. 

Intelligence reports had indi- 
čated that members of al-Qaida 
were meeting near the lake, a 
massive body of water about 
100 km northwest of Baghdad 
and a redoubt of the insurgency. 


a US military 


said. 


"Surveillance elements ob- 
served and confirmed activity 
consistent with the reports and 
supporting aircraft engaged the 
time-sensitive target," it said. 
Four suspected 'insurgents 
were killed before those surviv- 
ing regrouped at another build- 
ing south of Lake Tharthar, once 
a popular fishing spot of former 
dictator Saddam Hussein. 
"Responding in self-defense, 
supporting aircraft engaged the 
enemy threat" after coalition 
forces and insurgents had ex- 
changed small arms fire at the 
new location, the US military 


“after securing the area, the 


ground force assessed 15 terror- 
ists, six women and nine chil- 
dren were killed, two suspects, 
one woman and three children 
were wounded, and one sus- 
pected terrorist was detained," 
itsaid. 

"We regret that civilians are 
hurt or killed while coalition 
forces search to rid Iraq of ter- 
rorism,” said military spokesper- 
son Major Brad Leighton. 

“These terrorists chose to de- 
liberately place innocent Iraqi 
women and children in danger 
by their actions and presence.” 

Late last month the US mi 
tary was accused by Iraqi offi- 
cials of killing 15 women and 


US Marines inquiry to examine special 
ops shooting of civilians in Afghanistan 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA—THE US 
Marine Corps said it would use a rare legal 
tribunal not employed in decades to try to 
uncover exactly what happened when a 
team of special operations troops in 
Afghanistan opened fire and killed as many 
as 19 civilians. 

The Corps will convene the court of in- 
quiry at Camp Lejeune to investigate the 
March 4 shooting on a road in Nangahar 
province, the Marine Corps Forces Central 
Command said. The Marines last used the 
administrative fact-finding process in 1956 
to investigate a drill sergeant who marched 
a group of recruits into a South Carolina 
creek, where six died. 

No Marines have been charged in the 
shooting, said Lt. Col. Sean Gibson, a 
spokesperson for the Marine Corps at the 
US Central Command, which includes Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The members of the court will be ap- 
pointed by Lt. Gen. James Mattis, the top 
Marine officer at Central Command, who 
will review their findings before deciding 
whether criminal charges are warranted. 

‘Typically, a general or other command- 
ing officer would simply review an inves- 
tigative report and make a decision on 
whether charges are necessary. 

Gibson said Thursday that Mattis or- 
dered the inquiry because he "wanted all 
available information in this incident re- 
viewed by a group of senior officers with 
combat experience who, because of their 
mature and unique perspective, could pro- 
vide him with the best possible evalua- 
tion." 


THREE-year-old Sunam is dressed in a bridal 
outfit in Kabul on Aug. 14. Sunam cannot talk 
yet, but her father Parvez agreed to engage 
his daughter to her cousin Nieem, 7, because 
his mother did not have a daughter and 
desperately wanted one. » 


Afghanistan's Independent Human 
Rights Commission has said the shooting 
occurred along a 16-kilometer stretch of 
road after a mini-van laden with explosives 
rammed a convoy of troops from the 2nd 
Marine Special Operations Battalion. Wit- 
nesses told the commission the Marines 
fired indiscriminately at civilian cars and 
pedestrians. 


Initial reports pegged the number of 
dead at 10 or 12. In May, Army Col. John 
Nicholson, a brigade commander in the 
10th Mountain Division, said officials had 
gone to great lengths to trace down all who 
might have been injured along the crowded 
highway and concluded 19 died and 50 
were injured. 

Nicholson also said he was deeply 
ashamed of the killings and that the mili- 
tary has made condolence payments of 
about $2,000 for each death. The next 
week, Marine Corps commandant Gen. 
James T. Conway said Nicholson's apology 
was premature because an investigation re- 
mained under way. 

Eight Marines, including the company 
commander and senior sergeant, were or- 
dered back to Camp Lejeune after the 
shooting. The rest of the unit also was or- 
dered to leave Afghanistan, returning to the 
ships of the 26th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit in the Persian Gulf. 

The public sessions of the court of in- 
quiry will be held at Camp Lejeune, the 
home base of the unit involved. No date has 
been announced for what is likely to be a 
two-week proceeding. 

The Navy last used this kind of special 
panel in 2001 to examine what happened. 
when the nuclear attack submarine USS 
Greeneville surfaced and rammed the 
Ehmie Maru, a Japanese fishing boat. The 
Ehmie Maru quickly sank, killing nine men 
and teenage boys. 

An Air Force spokesperson said his 
branch of service had not used a court of in- 
quiry in at least 25 years. 


children in two air strikes south 
of Baghdad. 

Commanders responded by 
saying that civilian deaths were 
regretted and came as "coali- 
tion forces search to rid Iraq of 
terrorism." 


According to the Iraqi Body 
Count website, which keeps an 
independent tally of Iraqi 
deaths, between 74,312 and 
80,954 civilians have been 
killed since the US-led invasion 
of 2003. AFP 
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Muslims seek cooperation with Christians 
Scores of Muslim clerics, theologians and academics issued an 
open letter on Thursday to all Christian leaders saying the two 
religions need to work more closely together, given that they 
share the basic principles of worshiping one God and loving thy 
neighbor. The letter notes that 55 percent of the world's popula- 
tion is either Christian or Muslim, “making the relationship bet- 
‘ween these two religious communities the most important fac- 
tor in contributing to meaningful peace around the world." The 
letter is being seen as an effort to tackle the strained relations 
‘between the two faiths as well as to address the widespread 
perception in the West that moderate Muslims are mute about 
violence. The letter notably lacks signatures from key figures in 
the puritanical Wahhabi sect of Islam prevalent in Saudi Arabia. 
The sect's emphasis on shunning non-Muslims is often con- 
‘sidered a root of violence toward the West. But experts consid- 
erthe letter an important step toward getting moderates on 
both sides to overcome a tradition of hostility. 


US says more 
warfare tech 
smuggled to 
China, Iran 


WASHINGTON—MISSILE TECH- 
nology, fighter jet parts, night vi- 
sion goggles and other US 
wartime equipment increasingly 
are being illegally smuggled to po- 
tential adversaries, such as China 
and Iran, the federal government 
said 

Last week, two men were ar- 
rested for allegedly trying to sell 
parts over the Internet for F4 
and F14 fighter jets—which are 
only flown by Iran. The week be- 
fore, two engineers were indict- 
ed on charges of stealing com- 
puter chip designs intended for 
the Chinese military. 

Officials acknowledged Thurs- 
day that some smuggled equip- 
ment might be used for peaceful 
purposes, such as spark gaps that 
are used in medical machines to 
break up kidney stones but also 
can trigger nuclear detonations. 
Government lawyers and investi- 
gators described a growing num- 
ber of unauthorized exports that 
could be dangerous if they end 
up in the hands of terrorists or 
hostile nations. 

"The concept of terrorists, 
criminals or rogue nations obtain- 
ing weapons and other restricted 
technology is chilling,” said 
Homeland Security Assistant Sec- 
retary Julie Myers. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Ken Wainstein called new gov- 
ernment efforts to crack down 
on illegal exports the justice de- 
partment’s top counterintelli- 
gence priority. 

‘A defense department report 
noted a 43 percent increase in 
2005 in what it described as sus- 
picious foreign contacts with US- 
based defense companies. Anoth- 
er report last year by US intelli- 


FRIDAY TO SUNDAY 
gence officials found that a record. 
108 nations were trying to buy or 


otherwise obtain US technology o 150013497 | 6800-3311 | 833- 2018 | 


that is restricted for sale. AP 3 Homo e 
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el infant cold drugs pulled from US stores 
WASHINGTON—US drug makers 
are pulling from store shelves top 
medicines relied on by millions of 
parents to fight colds and other 
common ailments in infants over 
concerns of possible overdose from 
misuse. The Consumer Healthcare 
Products Association, a pharmaceu- 
tical industry group, announced 
Thursday that manufacturers were 
porum Cold& Voluntarily recalling 14 leading over- 

ig ^" the-counter (OTC) oral infant cough 
and cold medicines. The makers of brands Dimetapp, Little 
Colds, PediaCare, Robitussin, Triaminic and Tylenol said 
they initiated the recall “out of an abundance of caution.” 
"Kids' OTC cough and cold medicines are both safe and ef- 
fective when used correctly. Rare cases of overdose from 
misuse, however, have occurred particularly in infants less 
than two years of age," the CHPA said ina statement. 


‘TYLENOL Infants! 
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CIA probes its own watchdog 
WASHINGTON—The director of the Central intelligence 
Agency, Gen. Michael V. Hayden, has ordered an unusual in- 
ternal inquiry into the work of the agency's inspector general, 
whose aggressive investigations of the CIA's detention and in- 
terrogation programs and other matters have created resent- 
ment among agency operatives. A small team working for 
Hayden is looking into the conduct of the agency's watchdog 
office, which is led by Insp. Gen. John L. Helgerson. Current 
and former government officials said that the review had 
caused anxiety and anger in Helgerson’s office and aroused 
concern on Capito! Hill that it posed a conflict of interest. The 
review is focused particularly on complaints that Helgerson's. 
office has not acted as a fair and impartial judge of agency op- 
erations, but instead has begun a crusade against those who 
have participated in controversial detention programs. 
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UN Council slams Burma crackdown 


UNITED NATIONS—THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL THURSDAY 
slammed the military crackdown in Burma (also known as Myan- 
mar), called for the release of political prisoners and urged dia- 
logue with the opposition icon Aung San Suu Kyi. 


In its first joint formal action since last 
month’s prodemocracy protests, the 15- 
member council said it deplored the re- 
pression amid mounting concern about 
some 1,000 demonstrators still held by the 
regime. 

“The Security Council strongly deplores 
the use of violence against peaceful demon- 
strations in Myanmar,” said the unanimous 
statement, adding it "emphasizes the im- 


portance of the early release of all political 
prisoners and remaining detainees.” 

The junta’s violent move last month 
against protesters led by Buddhist monks 
left 13 people dead and 2,100 under arrest, 
triggering an international outcry. 

The UN Security Council statement, 
which was watered down to win the con- 
sent of members China and Russia, urged 
“the government of Myanmar and all other 


parties concerned to work together to- 
wards a deescalation of the situation and a 
peaceful solution." 

The statement also called on the junta to 
"create the necessary conditions, for a gen- 
vine dialogue" with opposition icon Aung 
San Suu Kyi "in order to achieve an inclu- 
sive national reconciliation with the direct. 
support of the United Nations." 

Amnesty International welcomed the 
statement but said it did not go far enough. 

“Obviously, we wish the Council had 
spoken out much stronger and had called 
for the immediate unconditional release of 
Aung San Suu Kyi and other prisoners of 
conscience,” said Irene Khan, the London- 
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based human rights 
group's secretary 
general 

Burma's state-run 
media has said more 
than half of those 
arrested during the 
protests have been 
released, but there 
has been little word 
ofat least 950 stillin 
custody. 

Amnesty reported 
the junta had arrest- 
ed a top democracy 
activist, while a monitoring group in Thai- 
land said one protester died after being tor- 
tured during interrogation. 

The Assistance Association for Political 
Prisoners (AAPP), made up of former de- 
tainees who have fled to Thailand, said 
Wednesday that one detained dissident had 
died “as a result of torture" during interro- 
gation. 

UN chief Ban Ki-moon is to send his spe- 
cial envoy Ibrahim Gambari back to South- 
east Asia this weekend for talks on Burma 
with regional partners and to prepare the 
ground for a return visit to Rangoon (Yan- 
gon). 

US Ambassador to the UN Zalmay 
Khalilzad said Thursday's statement would 
strengthen Gambari's hand in his negotia- 
tions with the military regime. 

And he urged Burma's ruling generals to 
do what the statement demands, warning: 
“We will not relent, we will persist until the 
situation is put ona right trajectory.” 

Gambari, a seasoned troubleshooter who 
is the UN pointman in efforts to promote 


YOUNG monks walk in downtown Rangoon, Burma, on Oct. 12. 


national reconciliation, will first go to Thai- 
land and then head to Malaysia, Indonesia, 
India, China and Japan, before hoping to 
return to Burma. 

Britain's UN Ambassador John Sawers 
highlighted the fact that Thursday's move 
marked the councils "first ever (formal) 
statement" since the Burma crisis erupted. 

“It is a very strong and very clear mes- 
sage to the government of Myanmar that 
the Security Council is united in its opposi- 
tion to the way in which the (military 
regime) has pursued its policies at home," 
he said. 

It is the latest in a series of moves by the 
international community aimed at bringing 
the junta to task, with the United 
States—Burma's harshest critic—also 
threatening new sanctions. 

Meanwhile, on the streets of Rangoon 
businesses are struggling to recover after 
the security crackdown. Armed forces no 
longer patrol the streets, but a night-time 
curfew and a general climate of fear were 
keeping people inside. AFP 


UK's Doris Lessing wins 
2007 Nobel Literature Prize 


NEW YORK—DORIS LESSING, NOBEL 
laureate. This year's winner of the litera- 
ture prize should inspire a fresh look at the 
long, prolific career of the author of “The 
Golden Notebook” and dozens of other 
works, and a fresh debate about the taste of 
Nobel judges. 

The 87-year-old Lessing, whose novels, 
short stories, memoirs and plays have re- 
flected her own unexpected journeys across 
time, space and ideology was praised 
Thursday by the Swedish Academy for her. 
“skepticism, fire and visionary power.” 

“Tve won all the prizes in Europe, every 
bloody one, so Tm delighted to win them 
all," said Lessing, alighting from a taxi out- 
side her brick row house in North London. 
as reporters gave her the news. Her previ- 
ous honors include the James Tait Black 
Memorial Book Prize and the WH. Smith 
Literary Award. 

“Ies a royal flush,” she said. 

For at least one generation of women, 
"The Golden Notebook," Lessings 1962 
novel about writer's personal and political 
reckoning, was a moment of self-discovery 
comparable to "Catch-22" for antiwar 
protesters or "The Catcher in the Rye" for 
teenagers. 

But the Swedish academy's announce- 
ment was stunning even by the standards of 
Nobel literature judges, who have been 
known for such surprises as Austria's El- 
friede Jelinek and Italy's Dario Fo, picks 
challenged for valuing political dissent over 
artistic merit. 

Lessing, almost two weeks short of her 
88th birthday, is the oldest choice ever for a 
prize that usually goes to authors in their 
50s and 60s. Although she continues to 
publish at least every other year, she has re- 
ceived little attention for her recent work 
and has been criticized as didactic and im- 
penetrable. 

"This is pure political correctness,” 
American literary critic Harold Bloom, 
commenting on Lessing's Nobel, said. “Al- 
though Ms. Lessing at the beginning of her 
writing career had a few admirable quali- 
ties, I find her work for the past 15 years 
quite unreadable ... fourth-rate science fic- 
tion." 

Lessing, ironically, is herself a critic of po- 
litical correctness who broke with the 
British Communist Party in the 1950s, has 


LESSING 


often presented women (including herself) 
as vain and territorial and has insisted that 
"The Golden Notebook" is not a "trumpet 
for Women's Liberation," as she wrote in 
the introduction for a 1993 reissue. 

“I think a lot of romanticizing has gone 
on with the women's movement," she said 
in a 2006 interview. "Whatever type of be- 
havior women are coming up with, it's 
claimed as a victory for feminism—doesn't 
matter how bad it is. We don't seem go in 
very much for self-criticism.” 

The former Doris May Tayler has never 
liked to be told what to do, or how to think. 
In her memoir, "Under My Skin," published 
in 1994, she remembered herself as a con- 
trarian child with a mantra of three stub- 
born words: “I will not.” 

She didn't need teachers; only her eyes 
and mind. As a girl, she read "The Secret 
Garden," biblical tales, Rudyard Kipling, 
history books about Napoleon, the Cru- 
sades, and Benjamin Franklin and Charles 
Dickens, whom she chose against the ad- 
vice of the nuns in her convent. By age 10, 
she had written a one-act play featuring 
Shakespearean monarchs. 

“I didn’t go to school much, so I taught 
myself what I knew from reading,” Lessing, 
who dropped out as a teenager, said in 
2006. 
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eye repeat 
over NCAA 
aces today 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


UAAP STALWARTS AIM TO REIGN ANEW AS THEY BATTLE THE NCAA 
standouts in the Bantay Bata All-Star Game at 4 p.m. today at The Arena in 


San Juan. 


But La Salle coach 
Franz Pumaren, who will 
call the shots for the 
UAAP All-Stars, hopes his 
team can pull off the vic- 
tory without putting too 
much pressure on Archers 
JV Casio, TY Tang, Cholo Villanueva 
and Rico Maierhofer. 

The La Salle mainstays are under- 
standably still tired after leading La 
Salle to the UAAP men's crown over 
University of the East just six days 
ago. 

“They're mentally and physically 
drained, I don't think I can demand 
anything from them,” said Pumaren. 
“I's all for fun, for the players’ bond- 
ing and fellowship." 

Another highlight will be the 2 p.m. 
exhibition that includes the slam 
dunk contest won last season by Uni- 
versity of the East's Elmer Espiritu. A 


GAMES TODAY 

(The Arena, San Juan) 

2p.m—Side events 

4pm.—UAAP Stars 
VS NCAA Stars 


three-point competition 
and a two-ball shoot-out 
will be the other side 
events. 

Even without Most 
Valuable Player Jervy 
Cruz, the UAAP contin- 
gent boasts a solid crew that can go 
up against the NCAA All-Stars led by 
Finals MVP Ogie Menor, Nigerian 
Sam Ekwe, Pong Escobal, Borgie Her- 
mida and Dave Marcelo of back-to- 
back NCAA champion San Beda. 

Cruz, Santo Tomas’ do-it-all center, 
is training with the Harbour Centre- 
backed Philippine team in South Ko- 
rea together with veterans Patrick 
Cabahug of Adamson and Jonathan 
Fernandez of National University. 

Pumaren will also field the top 
guns of his younger brother Din- 
‘do—Mark Borboran and Marcy Arel- 
lano—who powered the UE Warriors 


UE WARRIOR Mark Borboran (right) provides firepower to a UAAP squad 


heavily favored to repeat over its NCAA counterpart. 


toa 14-0 elimination round sweep be- 
fore bowing to the Archers twice in 
the Finals. 

Ateneo's Ford Arao and Nonoy Ba- 
dao, National University's Edwin 
Asoro and Adamson's Roel Hugnatan 
will man the paint, while Santo 
Tomas guards Japs Cuan and Dylan 
Ababou, Far Eastern University’s Mac 
Baracael and University of the Philip- 


AUGUSTDELACRUZ 


pines rookie Mike Gamboa complete 
the UAAP roster. 

Coach Frankie Lim will mix his Li- 
ons crew with MVP Kelvin Dela Pefia 
of Mapua, RJ Jazul, Bryan Faundo 
and Dino Daa of runner-up Letran, 
Jose Rizal's James Sena and John Wil- 
son, Perpetual Help's Mike Kong, San 
Sebastian's Jason Ballesteros and St. 
Benilde's Martin Urra. 


Cebu to roll out red 


carpet for Pacquiao 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


CEBU CITY—THE CITY GOVERNMENT 
of Cebu is set to roll out the red carpet for 
boxing icon Manny Pacquiao when he ar- 
rives here tomorrow to thank his loyal 
Visayan fans. 

Pacquiao, accompanied by his busi- 
mess associate Rex “Wakee” Salud, is 
scheduled to arrive in Cebu at 8:30 a.m. 
From the airport, will proceed to the Sto. 
Nifio Church. 

The Filipino boxing celebrity scored a 
convincing repeat victory over Mexican 
legend Marco Antonio Barrera on Oct. 6 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Pacquiao and his entourage will pro- 
ceed to the Waterfront Cebu City Hotel in 
Lahug for a lunch press conference at the 
Del Sol room. 

Early in the afternoon, Pacquiao takes 
part in a motorcade that will signal the 
start of the Pacquiao Cup basketball tour- 
nament, where he is scheduled to play in 
a friendly game with members of the Ce- 
bu media. 


The wellwish- 
ers will be led by 
Mayor Tomas Os- 
mefia and Coun- 
cilor Jack Jakos- 
alem. 

Jakosalem said 
that after the Wa- 
terfront — Hotel 
press conference, 
another — dinner 
press conference 
will be hosted by 


PACQUIAO 


On Tuesday, Pacquiao is set to fiy to 
Gen. Santos City for a homecoming and 
more victory celebrations. Pacquiao will 
also visit his mother, who was rushed to 
the hospital but later released on 
Wednesday. 

On Wednesday, Pacquiao is scheduled 
to attend his first classes at the Notre 
Dame University in Cotabato City, where 
he will be pursuing a business course. 


La Salle toasts captain Tang 


GREEN ARCHERS TEAM CAPTAIN TYRONE 
‘Tang received an unprecedented Presidential 
Medal from De La Salle University president 
Bro. Armin Luistro, FSC, “for living up to the 
ideals of a Lasallian student and athlete" last 
‘Thursday during the UAAP champions victory 
party at the school campus on Taft Avenue. 


AA 


TY Tangisflanked by Bro, Armin Luistro, FSC, 
(left) and sports director Bro, Bernie Oca, FSC. 


“He is the acknowledged leader of the team, 
he commands respect from his peers, he re- 
minds his co-players of the sacrifices they need 
to make and puts his neck on the line to defend 
them,” said Bro. Armin of Tang. 

"Most importandy, he showed the Lasallian 
community and perhaps the whole mation, 
that basketball is only a game and there are 
more lasting values such as friendship and fra- 
temity which transcend competition." 

‘Tang received his medal from his grand- 
mother Emilia. His parents, Rey and Alice, 
were also around during the celebration. 

“Tm happy and grateful to school officials 
my parents, my teammates and my fans,” sai 
‘Ty after getting the award, the first ever given 
by the DLSU president to an athlete. 

The DLSU head also praised Tang for "fin- 
ishing his course requirement on time.” 

‘The 23-year-old pointguard has been invit- 
ed to join the RP-Harbour Centre team that 
will vie in the Southeast Asian Games together 
with teammate Rico Maierhoffer. 
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on forming 
RP Youth 5 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THIS TIME, La Salle 
coach Franz 
Pumaren hopes to 
bring his winning 
touch to a raw set of 
talents. 

Pumaren tums 
his attention to the 
Philippine — Youth 
team just days after. 
steering the Green 
Archers to their sev- 
enth UAAP mens PUMAREN 
basketball championship. 

"Tm meeting with the (BAP-Samahang 
Basketbol ng Pilipinas] next week to dis- 
cuss the plans and programs for the youth. 
team," he said during the Scoop forum yes- 
terday at Kamayan Padre Faura. 

Pumaren, appointed as national youth 
coach last July, will form a pool of 25 play- 
ers between 14 and 18 years old before 
training begins next month. 

"As much as possible, I want to get some 
players with collegiate experience,” said 
Pumaren, who also plans to tap aspirants 
from the provinces. 

TTasked to assist Pumaren are San Beda 
Cubs mentor Ato Badolato and Ateneo as- 
sistant coach Sandy Arespacochaga. 

‘Among the competitions lined up next year 
forthe Youth team are the Southeast Asian Bas- 
ketball Association juniors tournament and the 
Asian Youth Championship. 

The first Youth Olympics will also be 
among the team’s long-term targets follow- 
ing the International Olympic Committee's 
announcement of the inaugural competi- 
tionsin 2010. 
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By Romina S. Austria. 


ONE SQUAD BOASTS OF THE PREVIOUS 
conference's Most Valuable Player while 
the other trained in Thailand. 

University of Santo Tomas, however, is stick- 
{ng to its homegrown talents in its bid for a sec- 
ond straight crown, and third overall, in the 
Shakey's V-League women's volleyball tourna- 
ment. 

La Salle is the defending champion in the 
league's second conference, which kicks off 
with a twinbill tomorrow at The Arena in San 
Juan, 

“Tm pretty confident of our chances," UST 
coach August Sta. Maria said. “I'm sure we can 
compete with the other teams, even though 
we're all-Filipino." 

“Our motivation is to win back-to-back ti- 
tles. We will try to tie La Salle up there.” 

"The Tigresses will rely anew on Southeast 
Asian Games veteran and First Conference fi- 
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ST takes on La Salle 
in V-League opener | 


nals MVP Mary Jean Balse, 2006 UAAP MVP. 
Venus Tabernal, Angeli Tabaquero, Vida 
Gutierrez, Aiza Maizo and Denise Tan. Guest 
player Suzanne Roces, also a many-time SEAG 
campaigner, will bolster the UST campaign. 

The Tigresses won the league's initial tour- 
namentin 2004 while La Salle bagged the next 
three. 

Last July, the defending UAAP champion 
UST swept "three-peat" NCAA winner San Se- 
bastian College for the championship. 

‘The first match on opening day set at 3 p.m. 
pits Adamson University against Far Eastern 
University, sixth and seventh placers, respec- 
tively, in the first conference. 

UST and La Salle square off at 5 p.m. 

La Salle will no longer have Thai reinforce- 
ment Sanorseang Areerat and will pin its 
hopes on Reiea Ferina Saet, guest player Mau- 
reen Penetrante, Stephanie Mercado, Carla 
Laguno, Michelle Datuin, Manilla Santos and 
Regine Diego. 


‘The Lady Stags are bringing back Thai MVP 
Jaroensti Bualee while top gun Jinni Monde- 
jar, Margarita Pepito, Rysabelle Devanadera 
and Laurence Latigay comprise the local sup- 
port. 

"The Ateneo Lady Eagles honed their players 
in Thailand and brought along Lithawat 
Kesinee in a bid to improve on their fifth-place 
finish in the previous conference. Their Thai 
import last conference, Kanchana Jindarat, 
was hounded by injuries. 

The other participating teams are Letran 
and Lyceum, the WNCAA champion which 
beat La Salle for third place honors last confer- 
ence, 

The top five teams after the single-round 
elimination advance to the carryover semifi- 
nals, also a one-round phase. The semifinalist 
that wins three of its four games gains a playoff 
for the second final berth. 

‘The top two schools then clash for the title 
ina best-of-three series. 
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THE SANTO Tomas Tigresses celebrate their victory in the Shakey's V- 
League first conference where they swept the SSC tossers in the finals. 


Wang hands So 2nd straight defeat 


Standings after Round 8 
7.0 points GM Ahmed Adiy (Egypt) 


6.0—GM Wang Hao (China). 


M Georg 


Meler (Germany), GM Ivan Popov (Rus: 
sia), IM Grigoryan Avetik (Armenia) 


5.5—GM Victor Laznicka 


(Czech Repub- 


lic), GM Parimarjan Negi (India), GM Dmil- 
ry Andreikin (Russia), GM Maxim Rod- 


shtein (Israel), GM Arman 
menia); 


Bassem Amin (Eoyph. 
Narayanan (India), IM Davi 


Pashikan (Ar- 


5.0—IM Wesley So (RP), GM 
Danie’ Stellwagen (Netherlands), 


GM 
IM ‘Gopal 
it Jolua (Geor- 


ia), IM Sasha Kaplan (Israel), 7 others. 


FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MAS- 
ter Wesley So suffered his second 
straight setback at the hands of 2 


top seed Chinese GM 


‘Thursday night and tumbled out 


ofthe lead pack in the 


Juniors and Girls Chess Champi- 

onships at the T. Petrosian Chess 

House in Yerevan, Armenia. 
Handling black, So yielded to 


& 


4 
BA Le y 
SECOND SHOCKER: Wesley So 
Wang, co-winner of the recent 6th 
Asian Individual Chess Champi- 
onship in Mandaue City after 59 
moves of an English Opening and 
was stuck at 5.0 points, good for a 


Tg 
WangHao "> 


2007 World 


share of 11th to 23rd places, after 
eight of the 13-round tournament. 

The 14year-old So, who has 
four wins, two draws and two 
losses, is slated to play white 
against Israeli IM Sasha Kaplan in 
theninth round. 

‘Wang gained a tie for second to 
fifth places at 6.0 points with Ger- 
man GM Georg Meier, Russia GM 
Ivan Popov and Armenian IM 
Grigoryan Avetik. 

Egyptian GM Ahmed Adly, con- 
queror of So in the seventh round, 
remained on top with 7.0 points 
after checkmating GM Victor 
Laznicka of the Czech Republic in 
28 moves of a King’s Indian Attack, 

Adly’ real worth will be known 
when he tackles Wang Friday. 

Meier trounced GM-elect Gopal 
Narayanan of India, Popov defeat- 


ed GM Danie! Stellwagen of the 
Netherlands while Avetik nipped 
GM Gawain Jones of England. 

Laznicka stayed at 5.5 points 
and shared sixth to 10th places 
with GM Parimarjan Negi of India, 
GM Dmitry Andreikin of Russia, 
GM Maxim Rodshtein of Israel 
and GM Arman Pashikian of Ar- 
menia in the 80-player Boys 20 
and under class. 

In the Girls’ 20-and-under play, 
Russian WIM Vera Nebolsina 
stayed on top with 7.0 points after 
a 52-move draw with Mongolian 
WGM Bathuyag Mongontuul. 

Filipino Woman National Mas- 
ter Aices Salvador yielded to WIM 
‘Swaminathan Soumya of India 
and got mired at 4.0 points in the 
58-player girls field. Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 


SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD 


Republic of the Philippines 


Pasig City 


Ordinance No. 14 
Series of 2007 


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 20, SERIES 
OF 1999, REGULATING THE ESTABLISHMENT, 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE FOR BUSINESS OR 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES OF VIDEO MACHINES SUCH 
AS FAMILY COMPUTERS, NINTENDO, ATTARI AND 
SIMILAR EQUIPMENT, GADGETS AND/OR 
CONTRIVANCES WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
CITY OF PASIG AND PRESCRIBING THE PENALTIES FOR 
ITS VIOLATION. 


Authored by : Councilors Renato G. Lipana, Alejandro 
E.Santiago, Regino S. Balderrama, Reynaldo 
R. San Buenaventura Ill and Virgilio |. Del 
Rosario 


SECTION 1. Section 3 (b) 2nd paragraph of Ordinance No. 
20, Series of 1999 is hereby amended to be read as follows: 


Any business permit issued in violation of this 
prohibition, shall be considered null and void. As a 
consequence, Business Permit and License Office shall 
issue an order or automatic cancellation of aforesaid 
permit. The equipment used in the business operation of 
the video machines shall be confiscated by the Inspection 
Team authorized by the City Mayor. 


SECTION 2. Section 5, 2nd paragraph of Ordinance No. 20, 
Series of 1999 is hereby amended to be read as follows: 


In addition to the above penalties, conviction under this 
Ordinance wil include forfeiture and burning of the video 
equipment used in violation of the provisions of this 
Ordinance. Provided, an inventory is made and witnessed 
by authorized representative of either the Business 
Permit and License Office and the Commission on Audit 
or both. 


SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) 
days after the approval and publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation. 


APPROVED, this 30th day of August 2007 at Pasig City. 


(tt [ao 


CORAZON M. RAYMUNDO, PhD. 
Courkior 


ALE, E. SANTIAGO 


Councilor 
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Councilor 


ROBERTO E. BENITO 
Councilor 
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Councilor 


RENAJ'QG. LIPANA 


Councilor 


IYO CHRITIAN C. BERNARDO 


Councilor 


REGINO S. BALDERRAMA 
Councilor 


GREGORIO B. RUPISAN, SR. 
LIGA President 
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iei A.TATCO, IV 
SK Federation President 


Councilor 
Minority Floor Leader 


 AQUICNO S. DELA ÉRUZ 
Councilor 
Majority Floor Leader. 


Attested By: 


'SACÍÓ D. MARTIRES 
City Vice-Mayor 
Presiding Officer 


ROBERT C) SES 


yor 


APPROVED: 


Attested By: 
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LOIDAU. VILLANUEVA 


‘Acting City Council Secretary 
(pocos 13,2007) 


PSA tees up with ‘My | 
Olympic Dream' plan 


THE SECOND LEG OF THE 
Philippine Sportswriters Associ- 
ation (PSA) golf tournament, 
sponsored by Brickroad Fitness 
and Aspen Spas, tees off today 
at the Luisita Golf and Country 
Club in Tarlac, with guest play- 
ers from the Philippine Olympic 
Committee and the Philippine 
Sports Commission. 

Former Tarlac congressman 
and POC president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco Jr. will host 
today's activities. 

Special prizes courtesy of 
Brickroad Fitness and Aspen 
Spas will be raffled off during 
the awards ceremonies. 

The sportswriting fraternity 
will present to Cojuangco the 
project “My Olympic Dream,” 
which aims to raise P2 million 
as the PSAs support to the Fil- 
ipino athletes’ training fund for 
the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

The project is co-presented 
by Brickroad Fitness and Aspen 
Spas general manager Kristine 
Mae Robles, Express Miles 
Travels and ‘Tours, Sta. Lucia 
Group of Companies. 

Robles said the launch of the 
project, which coincided with 
the first leg of the PSA golf tour- 
nament at The Orchard Golf 
and Country Club last month, 
generated interes among 
member firms of the Sta. Lucia 


Group of Companies, headed 
by her unde Exequiel Robles 
and her father Levy Robles. 

She expects to raise the P2 
million donation to the POC 
through ticket sales of P50 each 
by March nextyear. 

“Our partner companies 
have shown great enthusiasm 
in the project,” the young Rob- 
les said. “My father is in fact 
planning to make this a contin- 
ing project as our contribution 
to help Philippine sports, in 
partnership with the PSA.” 

Also throwing their support 
to the “help-the-athlete” project 
are Green Nature, Readymix 
Construction, Uber Salon, Sta. 
Lucia Mall and China Bank-Sta. 
Lucia Branch. 

The PSA golf tournament is 
being backed by PSC chair 
William "Burch" Ramirez, the 
Philippine Basketball Associa- 
tion, Philippine Basketball 
League (PBL) commissioner 
Chino Trinidad and deputy 
commissioner Tommy Ong, 
San Miguel Corp,, and Shakey's 
ViLeague. 

Ernie Gonzales, sports fea- 
tures editor of the PHIUPPINE 
Dany Inquirer, and Adrian Flo- 
res of the Business Mirror will 
be back to shoot for back-to- 
back crowns in Classes A and B, 
respectively. 


Doves foil Lightnings, 
level Ucaa title series 


THE ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
Colleges Doves turned the tables 
on the Asian College of Science 
and Technology Lightings, 69- 
59, yesterday in their champi- 
onship series in the sixth Univer 
ties and Colleges Athletic Associa- 
tion (Ucaa) men's basketball tour- 
nament at the Emilio Aguinaldo 
College Sports Complex. 

Leomer Losentes topscored for 
the victors with 20 points as the 
Doves forged a winner-take-all 
Game 3 at 9 a.m. today at The 
Arena in San Juan. 

Losentes joined hands with Rex 


Leynes and Raymund Ilagan in a 
12-4 spurt which shoved the 
Doves in front to stay, 20-16. 

“The boys showed their will to 
win today,” said St. Francis coach 
Luis Monfort. “Hopefully, well 
come out with more energy and 
fire in Game 3. 

The Lightnings took Game 1 
with a 65-61 decision. 

Nikko Pupos bannered the 
Lightnings with 17 points. 

"The Doves overcame the Light- 
nings’ third-quarter surge, with 
Tagan and Es Santos combining to 
move St. Francis ahead, 56-42. 
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Paragua draws Barbosa, 


captures open crown 

TOP SEED GM MARK PARAGUA SPLIT 

the point with NM Oliver Barbosa in the sev- 
tenth and final round to rule via tie break the 
Codifiera Open section that concluded over 
the weekend at the St. Francis Square in 
Mandaluyong City. 

Actually, Paragua who wound up a final 
tally of 5.5 points out of possible seven tied 
inthe first-second positions with Barbosa. 
However due to better tiebreak Paragua 
‘claimed the titie while Barbosa took the 
runner up honor in this annual event orga- 
nized by Metropolitan Chess Club. 

Sharing third with 5.0 points each were 
Allan Macala, NM Rolando Andador, IM 
Ronald Dableo and NM Nelson Villanueva. 
Completing the cast were IM Ronald Ban- 
cod (7th), NM Ronald Llavanes (8th), Peter 
Lim (@th) and Mirabeau Maga (10th). 

Ninth seed Emmanuel Emperado topped 
the 1850 section. 


Ateneo leads FBL meet 
ATENEO'S TEAM A AND B POSTED IM- 
pressive victories over the weekend to pace 
their respective groups in the mini division 
of the Futures Basketball League (FBL). 

Ateneo A beat Holy Trinity, 36-22, while 
Ateneo B dominated Multi-Intelligence 
School, 66-9, for both squad's third straight. 
victories. 

The other mini game saw Don Bosco 
prevail over La Salle Greenhills, 26-15. 

The midgets’ division had St. Jude post- 
Ing a 20-0 victory over Don Bosco-Man- 
daluyong; La Salle Green Hills winning over 
Colegio de San Agustin, 77-48; San Beda. 
Alabang beating Don Bosco Makati, 61-29; 
and De La Salle Zobel besting Sta. Clara, 
52-45. 

In the girls division, San Beda clobbered 
OB Montessori, 41-12, and St. Theresa's 
College blanked UPIS, 20-0. 


NCFP executive chess set 
‘THE FIFTH LEG OF THE NATIONAL CHESS 
Federation of the Philippines Executives and 
Professionals Chess Challenge will be held 
‘on Oct. 20 at the Boracay Clubhouse along 
13th Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City. 

NCFP executive director lawyer Sammy 
Estimo announced the resumption of the 
series supported by Tawhay Boracay Re- 
sort Condos, Inc. yesterday. 

The champion will receive a certificate. 
for a two-night stay for two persons ata 
‘Boracay beach resort. The second to fifth 
placers will win appliances and finals slots. 

For inquiries, call GM Eugene Torre 
(09228822870), Dr. Jenny Mayor 
(09194782209) or Estimo (09159360354). 
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Guba vs Siso 
for Asian 14-U 
tennis crown 


MARTINA Guba returns a backhand to Shannine Olivarez in 
yesterday's girls’ semifinal match. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


Guba disposed of Malaysian top seed Adelle 
Chia Boey in the quarterfinals on Thursday. 


THE GIRL WHO CARRIES THE NAME OF 
two tennis greats proved she can also be 
achampion. 

Martina Jonicka Guba bucked peso coin- 
sized blisters in both toes to finish off many 
time age-group champion Shannine Mae Oli- 
varez, 6-0, 6-3, yesterday to advance to the 
girls’ singles finals of the Agra Cup-Asian 14-U 
Series at the Rizal Memorial Tennis Center. 

Sally Mae Siso made it an all-Filipino final 
after stunning secondseed Malaysian 
Theiviya Selvarajoo, 6-2, 63, in the other 
semifinal. 

Guba, sister of national campaigner Yannick 
‘who was also named after France's Wimble- 
don champion Yannick Noah, admitted that 
beating Siso won't be easy, having lost to her 
twice by retirement, also due to blisters. 

“Malakas po siya (She is a tough foe),” said 
Guba, a high school junior from Dona Horten- 


Nquexmorormanum cia Salas Benedicto HS in La Carlota City. 


However, she's worried over her blood-red 
blisters which she always gets during tourna- 
ments despite wearing five layers of socks. 

Siso, a high school freshman from Universi- 
ty of San Carlos in Cebu City, just might take 
advantage of it. She showed cunning by using 
a variety of shots to nullify Selvarajoo's height 
advantage. 

"Aggressive, kaya sinubukan ko lahat (so 1 
tried everything),” said the 13-year-old Siso of 
her Malaysian foe. 

Her brother Bermardine wasn't as lucky 
bowing to Malaysian top seed Ariez Elyaas 
Dean Hashsam, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2, in the semifinals. 

“The loss prevented a second all-Filipino sin- 
gles finals after Leander Lazaro bested gutsy 
Tim Polero, 63, 63, for the other finals slot 

The 5-foot-9 Lazaro unleashed the full 
might of his baseline game on Polero. Lazaro is 
a former junior champion from St. James 
Academy in Malabon. 


Barrios, Chua out to draw up road map 


By Francis TJ. Ochoa 


BEFORE HIS SHORT-TERM VOCATION COMES 
to an end, Philippine Basketball Association officer- 
in-charge Renauld “Sonny” Barrios hopes to putin 
place something that will last a little bit longer. 
Barrios and league chair Tony Chua of Red Bull 
are cooking up a road map of sorts that will point a 
league that has encountered yet another crossroad to 
a general direction it will take in the next few years. 
"We really have to identify some sort ofa goal that 
we all can look forward to, even at least for the next 
three years,” Barrios said yesterday “The chair is a 
very hardworking person and I'm sure we can come 
up with at least a vision for the board to discuss and 
deliberate on before the Philippine Cup is ove" 
Barrios's stint as OIC ends when the Philippine 
Cup, which opens tomorrow, closes. 
‘The road map, Barrios hopes, will steer the league 
toa fixed direction so that it won't face an identity 


crisis. The need arose after 
the league reformatted its 
rules to fit the international 
style of play and at the heels. 
ofa planned conversion into 
a corporation. 

“Mainly, we just want to 
revisit a few of the principles 
the PBA is based on," Bar- 
rios explained. "We want to 
see if there are new princi- 
ples that need to be put in 

place like perhaps standing in the forefront of inter- 
national competitions and what are the things need- 
ed to be done if these principles are adopted.” 

Barrios said that he and Chua will also try to hold 
a dialogue with the board to discuss the possibility of 
the league going corporate and where the new com- 
missioner will fit into the scheme of things. 

“My job is not just to provide a smooth transition 


from former commissioner [Noli] Eala to his replace- 
ment but also to make sure that when his replace- 
ment arrives, he will no longer have problems adjust- 
ing because his job description will be well-lefined,” 
he explained. 

Barrios is also hoping to expand the PBAs out- 
reach program and plans to strike a panmership with 
the Ingumers read-along program. The plan came 
about when he heard of the success of San Miguel 
guard Olsen Racela’s stint as a reader. 

“We're really very enthusiastic about that project 
because we feel that if there's one outreach program 
thatthe league can really raise awareness for, it's a 
literacy campaign,” Barrios said. 

Asked about any short-term plans, Barrios replied: 
“A shorter opening-day speech." 

“The response was a jab at his lengthy speech dur- 
ing the Rookie Draft last August. 

"Tm going to make sure there'll be no Gettysburg 
Address this time,” he said jokingly. 


Fast Track MX Nationals 

A SERIES OF NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 
events, dubbed as (AS) on the Any Sun- 
day Motocross Races will be held at the 
Fast Track Circuit in Taguig City on Oct. 21, 
Oct. 28 and Nov. 11. 

Mayor Freddie Tinga of Taguig City hailed 
‘the success of the Fast Track, which was 
put up to host international and national 
‘motocross and off road events. 

The classes to be run are the 50, 65, 85, 
Enduro Class, Beginner Production, Novice 
Production, Underbone, Veterans , Execu- 
tive, Pro 125 and Pro Open. 
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4 Warrior stars => 
boost Bacchus 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


E 
3 


in the UAAP despite a 14-0 sweep 
oftheir elimination-round outings. 
BACCHUS ENERGY DRINK The Warriors’ arrival beefs up 
gets a boost from four University the Bacchus lineup led by Mark 
Of the East players out to redeem Cagoco of Jose Rizal, Rey Guevar- 
themselves in the PBL First Con- ra and Hafer Mondragon of Le- 


ference which comes off the tranandFiAmJoshUrbizondo. SUGARLANDIA HOSTS PALINTERCLUB 

wraps on Oct. 20. The lanky Thiele was among The men behind the 6 Ist Philippine Airlines Interclub join hands to formally launch the 
‘Sweet-shooting James Mar- the UAAPs top 10 rebounders, championships during the first Team Captains’ Meeting recently. They are (from left) Mark Gaston, 

tinez, the vastly improved pair of while Martinez also landed in the GM of Negros Occidental Golf and Country Club; Jess Garcia, Interclub vice-chair; Domingo 

Hans Thiele and Pari Llagas, and top 10 inthe assist department. Duerme, Interclub chair; Panio Torre, president of NOGCC; and Horacio Ramos, GM of Bacolod 

burly Mark Fampulme are the Robert Labagala and Angelus Golf and Country Club. The PAL Interclub returns to Negros Occidental from Feb. 20 to March I, 

rookies Bacchus recently acquired Raymundo, veteran Rey Men- 2008. The tournament, widely acknowledged as the country's national clubs championships, has 

to boost a lineup dominated by doza, Kenneth Coyukang and already drawn 161 teams surpassing this year’s roster of 141 teams. 

NCAA aces. Mike Dizon round out the Bac- 


"UE has a good basketball pro- chus roster, youngest in the seven- 
gram so I decided to take some of team field that also includes three- 
its players,” said Bacchus coach time champion Harbour Centre, 
Lawrence Chongson, refering to San Mig Coffee, Hapee, Toyota 
the Warriors who wound up sec- Balintawak, Lina Group of Com- 
ond to the La Salle Green Archers panies and newcomer Pharex. 


Palos Verdes snares 
Sta. Lucia Tour title 


RANCHO PALOS VERDES OF points depending on their finish. 
Davao recently bagged the ^ The re-computation had Ran- 
Overall title in the Sta. Lucia cho Palos Verdes taking top spot 
Tour in Bangkok after the tour- with 34 points, followed by Or- 
nament committee upheld its chard with 29 points, Summit 
protest on an error made in the Point at third with 28, Alta Vista 
computation of scores. fourth with 25, Eagle Ridge 22, 
Alta Vista of Cebu had earlier Lakewood 20, Royale Tagaytay 
been awarded the trophy on the 10 and Caliraya Springs with one 
final day of the competitions but point. 
the tournament committee, after “We truly apologize for this in- 
a thorough investigation, recti- cident and trust that Alta Vista 
fied the scoring error. will support the decision with 
In giving the overall title toAl- the spirit that has bound the 
ta Vista while the 188-strong Sta. competitors of the Sta. Lucia 
Lucia Tour roster was still in Tour together throughout these 
Bangkok, tournament director years,” Sta. Lucia Tour co-chair 
Boy Blue Ocampo gave points to Vicente Santos and Winifred Gob 
the first eight teams regardless of _ stated in their letter sent to Tessa 
the club they represented. Ozoa, general manager of Alta 
But it was in violation of the Vista. 
tournament conditions of play ^ It was the second Sta. Lucia 
wherein only the top teams in Tour overall victory for Rancho 
each of the three handicap Palos Verdes since capturing the 
groups are given corresponding Cup for the first time in 2004. 


World poker teaser today —Ó = c 


PACIFIC POKER PALACE WILL HOLD TO- 
day a guaranteed P250,000 poker tourna- 
‘ment as a preliminary event leading to the 
Oct. 27 and 28 World Poker Championship. 
at the Airport Casino Filipino in Paraflaque. 

Ben dela Cruz of Pacific Poker Palace 
said today's event has P200 as entry fee 
and P2,000 as buy-in. Multiple re-buy of 
P500 each and one optional add-on of 
1,000 are allowed. 

Dela Cruz said the first World Champi- 
onship No Limit Texas Hold Em Poker 
Tournament will have a minimum prize of 
$35,000. Buy-in for the World Champi- 
onship is $500. 


Bigtime Salpukan Oct. 24 
A LEAN BUT MEAN CAST OF 20 PROMI- 
nent derbyists gird up for battle at Makati 
Coliseum on Oct. 24 via the 165K Bigtime 
Salpukan 7-stag derby. 

According to promoters Lito Orillaza, 
Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co of WTJ Sports 
and Amusement Corp, each participant 
must field all seven stags in one day. 

Meanwhile, the fifth edition of Pinoy 
‘Cockers Association of the Philippines 
(PCAP) 5-stag derby circuit returns on 
Monday, Oct. 15. 

For inquiries, call 4898828, 8963545 
and 8956475. 


6-stag derby finals today 
THE BLOCKBUSTER SM FARMS OPEN 6- 
stag derby enters its championship round 
‘today at San Juan Coliseum with more than 
100 fights lined up. 

Today's 3-stag finale, supported by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000, starts at 11 
a.m., said hosts Sam Mendoza, Boy Torres 
and Doc Jow. 

The total guaranteed prize ballooned to 
P2.7 million due to the big number of en- 
tries (340) which include Filipino cockers 
from the Middle East, Japan, China, 
‘Malaysia, United Kingdom, Singapore, 
USA and Canada. 


October 12-15, 2007 

11 AM - 7 PM 

BMG Centre 

San Antonio St. paseo de Magallanes 
Commercial Center 

757.3160 ext 805 


UNTOUCHABLE NO MORE 


Lakers now villing 
to ship out Kobe 


LOS ANGELES—LOS ANGELES LAK- 
ers owner Jerry Buss says he is will- 
ing to listen to trade offers for Kobe 
Bryant, one the most dynamic play- 
ers in the 60-year history of the 
franchise. 

Bryant, who requested a trade to an- 
other National Basketball Association 
team this summer, has four years re- 
maining on his $88.6 million-contract. 

‘The 74-year-old Buss told the Los An- 
geles Times that he entertained offers 
for Bryant but couldn't get fair market 
value in retum. 

“Twould certainly listen,” the newspa- 
per quoted Buss as saying on Thursday. 
“Tt is just part of the game, to listen to 
somebody who has a dissatisfied player 
that you think is going to fit. 

“You can keep too many loyalties 


eee 


You've got to look at it as a business. He 
Jooks at it the same way I lookat it." 

This is the first time Buss has said he 
would consider dealing Bryant. He 
added he hoped it wouldn't come to that 
but didn’t want to risk getting nothing in 
return. 

Bryant, who is in his 12th season with 
the Lakers, has the option to leave in two 
years. 

“He could test the waters at that 
point,” said Buss, who once said Bryant 
would be a Laker for life. “If he is still in 
that frame of mind then hopefully we 
can do a sign-and-trade and get some 
comparable talent. 

“T would like to think that we win be- 
tween now and then and so it doesn't 
come up.” 

Bryant, the 2005-06 NBA scoring 


Monzones, 9 other RP karters 


Champion, was very outspoken 
during the summer saying he felt 
deceived by promises the Lakers. 
would get better. After the Lakers 
were knocked out of the playoffs in 
the first round for the second 
straight year, Bryant said he wanted 
out. 

The nine-time allstar was also 
caught on an amateur video referring to 
Buss asan “idiot”. 

“I was a little surprised at him be- 
cause certainly he's never said anything. 
to me like that. Always very respect- 
ful,” said Buss, adding he hasn't seen 
the video. 

In June, Buss had a face-to-face 
meeting with Bryant where Buss told 
his disgruntled star he would listen 
toany trade offers that came in. AFP 
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KOBE Bryant tries to drive 
past Golden State's Matt 


Barnes in an exhibition 


match. The Lakers are ready 
to give in to Bryant's demand 
fora trade. " 


vie in ROK World Cup today 


NEILKEANE C. MONZONES, BLAZING 
the comeback trail after dominating local 
karting's Cadet class several years ago, 
takes his act to Italy when he competes in 
the 2007 ROK World Cup starting today at 
the South Garda Karting Track in Lonato. 

Monzones, an 18-year-old civil engi- 
neering sophomore at Malayan (Mapua) 
Colleges of Laguna, joins 02 Kart Racing 
teammate Mike Casimiro and nine other 
top guns of RP karting in the tough com- 
petition. 

Johnny Tan heads the team as chef de 
mission. Apart from Monzones and 
Casimiro, the other RP karters are team 


ba, Javi Benitez, Joey Orduna, Franco 
Reyes, Vencer John Suba, Paco Rodriguez 
and Jette Calderon. 

Fresh offa superb leg victory in the 
2007 Shell Superkarting Series, Mon- 
zones will vie in the highly competitive. 
ROK senior division races in Italy. 

Monzones, son of prominent architect 
Neil T. Monzones of Sto. Tomas, Batangas, 
is sponsored in the Italian trip by Natmo 
Asia Construction, Casimiro Development 
Corp., Drueco Auto Supply and Norman- 
works Custom Paintshop. 

‘The elder Monzones is also grooming 
his eight-year-old son, Jaz, to race in the 


Real nips Toronto 


MADRID, SPAIN—LOUIS BUL- 
lock and Charles Smith com- 
bined for 45 points and Real 
Madrid rallied for a 104-103 
win over the Toronto Raptors 
Thursday in the finale of the 
NBAs three-game exhibition 
tourto Spain. 

Bullock converted four free 
throws over the final nine sec- 
onds to finish with a game-high 
27 points, while Smith hit a crit- 
ical late three-pointer to help 


Spanish public. It was a good 
show,” Bullock said. 

The game marked the return 
of Jose Calderon and Jorge Gar- 
bajosa to their native Spain 
since joining the Raptors. Gar- 
bajosa scored 15 points as the 
Raptors completed their Euro- 
pean tour with a 1-2 record. An- 
drea Bargnani led Toronto with 
23 points. 

"The team has spent time to- 
gether, Ive had a chance to 


Show my teammates around," 


skipper Jean Stefano Marcelo, Juha Tural- Cadet 60 GoKart class. seal the victory. E 
Calderon said. 


" "It was a nice game for the 


JUSTIN Upton (below) of the. 
Matsui of the Colorado Rockies, which caused a double play in the bottom of the seventh 

and a debris-throwing interruption in Game One of the National League championship 
series at Chase Field. x 


Rockies grab series lead 
with victory over D'backs 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA—BRAD HAWPES 


Kaz Matsui at second. 
| two-run single and Jeff Francis’ pitching led 


Umpire Larry Vanover called Upton out 
for interference, which resulted in a double 
play with hitter Augie Ojeda being auto- 
matically out at first base. 

The Diamondbacks protested to no avail 
as boos filled Chase Field and fans began 
throwing objects on the field. 

When play resumed, Arizona loaded the 
bases before Colorado reliever Jeremy Af- 
feldt worked out of the jam. 

Francis gave up only one run, on a first- 
inning double by Arizonz's Eric Byrnes. 

Then the Rockies's offense went to work" 
against the Diamondbacks’ ace Brandon 
Webb. 

Todd Helton scored on a double-play ball. 
to produce a 1-1 tie in the second inning 
and Matsui put the Rockies ahead on a run- 
scoring single in the third. 

Hawpe made it a 4-1 game with his sin- 
gle to right later in the inning, and Col- 
orado was in command to stay. 

“Irsa little more comforting pitching with 
a three-run lead,” Francissaid. Reuters 


the Colorado Rockies to a 5-1 road win over 
the Arizona Diamondbacks in the opening 
game of the National League championship 
series on Thursday. 

In a game delayed by unruly fans, Haw- 
pe's clutch two-out hit put the Rockies in 
command with a 4-1 lead and Francis kept 
Arizona at bay with a seven-hit perfor- 
mance over six and two-thirds innings. 

But the Rockies’ 18th victory in 19 games 
did not come without controversy. 

A disputed interference call against the 
Diamondbacks in the seventh inning led to 
a delay of more than five minutes after fans 
threw water bottles and other objects on to 
the field. 

"Enough's enough,” Rockies manager 
Clint Hurdle told reporters after his team 
was pulled off the field for several minutes 
before returning. 

The controversy started after Arizona's 

! Justin Upton, running from first base, 
knocked down Colorado second baseman 
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STOCK RAARKET 
Markets closed for holiday _ PSE COMPOSITE INDEX, 


PHILIPPINE STOCK AND FOR- 
eign exchange markets were 
closed yesterday for Eid al-Fitr, 
the end of the holy Muslim 
month of Ramadan. The mar- 
kets will reopen on Monday. 
Stocks are likely to touch 
fresh record highs on the back 
of positive economic data and 
strong corporate earnings when 
trading resumes next week. 


OCTOBER. 


OCTOBER 
Gee stock market report on Page B6) 
Traders said good news was 
‘outweighing the bad which 
added to the market's overall 
MARKETS/B2 


796 GDP expansion this year, 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


US-BASED CREDIT-RATING 
watchdog Standard & Poor's ex- 
pects the Philippine economy to 
expand by 7 percent this year and 
sustain a robust growth of 6.5-7 
percent next year after a strong 


performance in the first semester. 
“The benefits of increased fiscal space are 
clearly beginning to transpire through high- 
er public spending and rising private sector 
investment,” S&P said in a recent report. 
‘The country’s GDB the single most impor- 
tant economic output indicator that sums up 


the value of all goods and services produced 
ina given period, grew at its fastest pace in 
20 years in the first six months of 2007. The 
second quarter GDP growth was recorded at 
7.5 percent following a revised 7.1-percent 
expansion in the first quarter. 

In the past few years, the country’s GDP 
growth was locked in the 5-6 percent range, 
a level widely deemed as insufficient to make 
‘a substantial impact on poverty reduction. 

"With the expected continuation of political 
and macroeconomic stability and increased 
public spending, growth should remain high 
at6.5-7 percent in 2008,” S&P said. 

Given the strength of economic growth in 
the country, however, S&P said the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas would not likely ease in- 
terest rates further in the remainder of the 


Vehicle sales jumpe! 
16.6% in first 9 months/82 on illegal LPG traders /83 


6.5-7% in ’08 


year until the first half of next year. 

“The BSP's neutral policy stance should 
carry over into at least the first half of 2008, 
after which inflationary pressures may start 
to manifest if economic growth retains its 
current strength,” S&P said. 

The central bank slashed its overnight 
policy rates by 150 basis points (1.5 percent- 
age points) in July, indicating prospects of a 
continued benign inflation environment. 

“But the flipside is stil lackluster credit and 
demand conditions,” the rating agency said. 

Last Oct. 4, the BSP further slashed its 
benchmark rates by 25 basis points. The key 
policy rates are now at their lowest levelsin 15 
years—5.75 percent for overnight borrowing 
or reverse repurchase rate and 7.75 percent 

Sap SEES/B2 


to issue own bonds /B4 
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Southern Mansion, f. 


Anyone? 


Inspired by colonial mansions of the American south. 


French windows accentuated by colorful shutters. 
Inviting front porches. Lush landscapes. 
Modern amenities. 


Georgia Club is a 30-hectare development that captures 


the southern charm of grand residences in vast 


plantations of old. Located at the heart of Sta. Rosa, 


Laguna along SLEX and close to business districts. 
A perfect combination of architecture and location 
you can only find down south. 


How can you resist? 
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GEORGIA 
CLOUT P 


Get a Property Preview now! Call 850 2868 and 850 6986 


or click www.brittany-georgiaclub.com for more details. 
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Vehicle sales jumped 16.6% in first 9 


Total for’07 seen hitting 10-year high of 108,000 units 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


VEHICLE SALES IN THE NINE 

«months to September grew by 16.6 
percent, with double-digit growth seen 
to continue for the rest of the year if 
‘economic prospects remained robust. 

Elizabeth H. Lee, president of the 
Chamber of Automotive Manufactur- 
ers Association of the Philippines 
(Campi), said in a joint report with the 
‘Truck Manufacturers Association that 

. the groups sold a total of 84,050 units 
as of end-September. 

“The last quarter will be most excit- 
ing for buyers as last quarter push to 
meet year-end sales target will be sup- 
ported by promotions and programs to 
sustain momentum until yearend,” Lee 
said. 

Local assemblers hope to sell at 
least 108,000 units this year, repre- 
senting a 10-year high and an indica- 


tion of continued growth toward their 
pre-Asian financial crisis perfor- 
mance. 

Data from Campi and TMA showed 
that overall sales from January to 
September accounted for 77.8 percent 
ofthe full-year target. 

Turnover of commercial vehicles 
grew 23.5 percent in the nine-month 
period while that of passenger cars 
grew 5.7 percent. 

The CV segment, which includes the 
subcategories of Asian utility vehicles, 
light commercial vehicles, light trucks, 
and trucks and buses, accounted for 65 
percent of total sales. 

All four subcategories showed im- 
provements with sales of AUVs going 
up 26.3 percent to 22,777 units and of 


light commercial vehicles—consisting 
of pickups, vans, compact sports utility 
vehicles—by 21.2 percent to 29,557 
units. 

The assemblers also sold 1,499 units 
of light trucks or 27.5 percent higher 
while buyers took 655 units of trucks 
and buses, or 29.7 percent better. 

As for passenger cars, turnover in- 
creased to 29,5862 units, with 
September sales rising by 14.5 percent 
compared to August figures. 

In terms of total sales, Toyota Mo- 
tor Philippines Corp. kept the lead 
with 37.2 percent of the market. It 
sold 31,224 units, increasing by 13.5 
percent between comparative peri- 
ods. 

Honda Cars Philippines Inc. re- 


asa RT 
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mained at second with 15.5 percent of 
the market as sales reached 12,993 
units or 28.1 percent higher. 

Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corp. 
placed third with 12.8 percent of the 
market, selling 10,775 units or an in- 
crease of 20.3 percent. 

In the CV segment, Toyota held 38.8 
percent of the market; Mitsubishi 
grabbed 18.2 percent; and Isuzu 
Philippines Corp. held 12.7 percent. 

After trailing Honda for two consec- 
utive months, Toyota regained the lead 
in the passenger car category, taking 
34 percent of the market compared to 
33.7 percent for the former. 

Toyota sold 10,058 units of cars as of 
end-September while Honda delivered 
9,970 units to buyers. 

Ford Motor Co. Philippines Inc. re- 
mained at third place, selling 2,076 
units or 7 percent of the local car mar- 
ket. 


Airline pushes 
‘open skies’ 
sans Manila 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


We’re going the extra mile for you. 


Catch te Mitsubishi 
Plus Caravan 


CLARK ZONE—SOUTHEAST ASIAN AIR- 
lines (SEAIR) is pushing for a variant of the 
open skies policy that will include all Philip- 
pine gateways except Manila and does away 
with airline designation. 

CEO and president Avelino L. Zapanta 
told reporters on the sidelines of the Airbus 
A380's test flight here that a partial open 
skies policy would fast-track negotiations 
on air services agreements. 

“We can just declare our skies as open ex- 
cept in Manila since it is already saturated. 
Interested airlines may be allowed in 
whether designated or not, provided their 
government will promise to allow our air- 
lines into their country,” Zapanta said. 

“F our airlines are not ready to serve their 
country yet, at least the local carriers can reserve 
the right to fly there in the future," Zapanta said. 

Zapanta also called on the government 
to abolish airline designation. 

“Airline designation restricts smaller play- 
ers. Airline designation is the greatest collu- 
sion being done by big airlines and govern- 
ment to control air traffic rights," he added. 

He noted that the Philippines could draw 
more than three million tourists a year if smaller 
players were freely allowed to serve more routes. 
alongside the designated or “flag” carriers. 

“PAL for example was resisting the increase 
of seats to Korea because they don't have that 
much demand there. But what if other play- 
ers can serve that route?" he said. “Tm not 
saying this because we are a small player” 

He admitted, though, that SEAIR has not 
been able to register triple or quadruple 
growth “as it should” because it was not a 
designated airline. 


S&P sees... «ven 


for the overnight lending or repurchase rate. 

Meanwhile, S&P noted that the country’s 
inflation rate remained well below the 
BSP's target range of 4-5 percent. 

“A recently approved minimum wage in- 
‘crease in the capital was lower than feared by 
the central bank and the continued strength 
ofthe peso also keeps inflation down,” it said. 

S&P said the country's track record of re- 
silient economic growth, along with robust 
external liquidity and ongoing reforms to al- 
leviate fiscal weaknesses, was among the 
strengths of the Philippine sovereign credit. 

The rating firm currently grades Philippine 
government debt at "BB-" or three notches be- 
low investment grade with a "stable" outlook. A 
"positive" outlook indicates a possibility of an 
upgrade in the actual rating in 12 to 24 months. 

However, S&P noted that the following 
weaknesses remained: 

‘© High public sector debt stemming 
from a narrow tax base and inefficient pub- 
lic enterprises; 

Heavy, albeit easing foreign currency 
debt exposure, and consequent vulnerabili- 
ty to adverse exchange rate changes; and 

* High level of contingent liability 
posed by government-guaranteed debt and 
public partnership projects. 


Markets... «en 


positive sentiment in recent trading. 

For the week to Oct. 11, the composite in- 
dex rose 48.29 points or 1.28 percent to 
3,824.20 points. 

Average daily turnover fell to 4.6 billion 
shares worth P4.62 billion from 6.94 billion. 
shares worth P6.7 billion the previous week. 

“Some investors consider the current 
price levels a good entry point as they antic- 
ipate the index will test recent highs as 
soon as next week," said Lawrence de Leon 
of Accord Capital Equities. 

“There is more good news than bad news 
going around right now so overall senti- 
ment remains positive. — 

“The market is also historically strong 
during the fourth quarter so we'll likely see 
more gains,” he added. AB AFP 
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Bringing factory-certified basic 
maintenance wherever you are. 


MITSUBISHI SERVICE PLUS PERIODIC 
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE* MENU 


SERVICE | 4000 Km 


CLASSIFICATION | Check-Up Light Heavy 


Regular 
5,000 | 55,000 
15,000 | 65,000 
25,000 | 75,000 
35,000 | 85,000 
45,000 | 95,000 


Kilometer 
Reading 


SHELL 
CALAPAN, 
MINDORO’ 


* Only limited PMS services are available at the Caravan. Complete servicesare We'll be at the Shell Gas Station, JP Rizal St., 
availabie at authorized service centers. from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


* You may also inquire about Mitsubishi's latest vehicles and promotions. 


For inquiries or appointments, call: 


0919-4832055 c/o Manny Bautista 


The Mindoro Mitsubishi Service Plus Caravan is made possible by SFM Sales Corp. 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


PA SORRISE LEITH TL ask 
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Gov't cracks down on illegal LPG traders 


By Abigail L. Ho 


; Task force files case against gas 
company for ‘cheating customers’ 


“Standards (PTFSefeel) has cheating their customers by 

filed criminal charges against selling adulterated gas in un- 
officials ofPinnacle Gas Corp. der-filled and substandard the actual refilling of substan- 
gas cylinders, which the task dard gas cylinders inthe pres- brands. 
liquefied force discovered during an ence of Pinnacle’s Ong. 
inspection of the company’s — Ong 
facilities last week. 

Confiscated from Pinnacle ing an on-the-spot investiga- 
sEnergy’s Oil Industry Manage- were 56 gas cylinders, which 

ment Bureau and a member of would be used as evidence. 


‘THE PRESIDENTIAL TASK 

Force on the Security of Ener- 
„gy Facilities and the Enforce- 
sment of Energy Laws and 


- for alleged illegal trade prac- 
tices in the 
petroleum gas industry. 
Roberto Cardinales, a senior 
binspector at the Department of 


the PTESefeel, filed with the 


According to Cardinale? markings of Shellane, Gasul, petroleum 
Quezon City Office of the City report, Pinnacle used LPG Totalgaz and Superkalan Gaz were intended for sale, distri- 


claimed they had witnessed 


Apart from using another 


force member, admitted dur- violation of Batas Pambansa 
Bilang 33—Cardinales said 


surance coverage.” 


portorial requirements of the 

DOE, such that it has not sub- n 

mitted for over the last six 33 
He e puer 'ABER-CASTELI 
tographs of its facilities, envi- T 

ronmental clearance certifi- 
The task force members brand; Petron Corp. Gasul, cate, certification of confor- 
and Total (Philippines) Corp., mance of facilities and latest 
Superkalan Gaz and TotalGaz mayors permit, Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
registration, plant profile, or 
according to task company's LPG cylinders—a even its product liability in- 


Super-luorescent 
Highlig 


“The totality of the crimes 
tion that the company was Pinnaclewas alsofoundtobe and unfair trade practices 
selling LPG cylinders with the in possession of adulterated committed by the accused 
products that were made in willful disre- 
gard of the said laws (BP 33), 


Prosecutor charges against Ar- cylinders that were substan- without written agreement bution, transportation, ex- posing great risk and hazard 


nel Ty and Jason Ong, presi- dard, under-filled, unbrand- 
dent and manager, respective- ed, had no identifying mark- 
ings and no tare weight 


ly of Pinnacle. 
, The two were accused of markings. 


Building 
Communities 
Through Mary 


"The message of Fatima is more 
relevant and more urgent than ever." 
~ Pope John Paul Il 


The Blessed Virgin appeared to the 
shepherd children Lucia, Francisco and 
Jacinta every month from May 13 to October. 
18, 1917. On the final day of Her apparition, 
about 70,000 people gathered in the little 
village of Cova da Iria, Fatima, Portugal 
and witnessed the "Miracle of the Sun". Our 
Lady revealed herself as "The Lady of the 
Rosary’. The apparition in Fatima 90 years 
ago yielded the same message: Pray for 
peace. Pray for the reparation of souls. Pray 
for the intercession of the immaculate Heart 
of Mary. More than ever, there is a need 
to pray as a nation and as a family of God. 
It is through praying together as one that 
fellowship is restored and peace is achieved 
as everyone is consciously aware of the 
Divine Presence. 


Children's Rosary Movement 


It is in this light that the Children's Rosary 
Movement has been undertaking a sient 
campaign for the simultaneous praying of 
the rosary by children ages 7-9 in all the 
archdioceses nationwide through the annual 
Children's Rosary Rally. 

The late Jaime Cardinal L. Sin started the. 
Children's Rosary Rally in 1996 with former 
Ambassador to the Holy See, Francisco A. 

w, Alba to raise a generation of rosary-praying 
children through prayer and action and bring 
the practice of praying the rosary back into 
every Catholic Filipino home. 

For the past nine years, the Children's 
Rosary Movement in cooperation with the 
‘Archdiocese of Manila has conducted rallies 
for Peace and Unity with the simultaneous 
praying of the rosary. In the provinces, 
children together with their bishops, priests, 
parents and teachers gathered together from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 n.n. in their respective 
parishes to simultaneously pray the Rosary 
and celebrate the Holy Eucharist. 

Today, the 9th Children’s Rosary Rally 
coincides with the 90th anniversary of the last. 

tis, day of the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima 

j. with children reciting the rosary at 10:00 am 
under the theme: Building Communities of 
Love and Peace. Mobilization of the different 
areas in the Philippines for the simultaneous 
praying of the rosary is done through the 
endorsement of the Archdiocese of Manila 
and the Catholic Bishops Conference of 

4 the Philippines in cooperation with the 

;. Prudentialife Foundation, inc. 


24-hour Global Rosary 


The occasion will also highlight the 
24-hour Global Rosary which will enable 
children from the five continents to join the 
9th Children's Rosary Rally to pray the rosary 
for peace starting at 10 a.m. The Holy Rosary 
will be prayed continuously by children and 
their families! for 24 hours in cities of different 
timezones for peace in the whole world. The 
24-Hour Global Rosary chain in different 
Cities is made possible by the Couples for 
Christ Educational Foundation Inc. with its 
global network for family and life ministries, 
Focolare members in 182 countries and the 
Family Rosary Crusade with 17 international 
chapters. It is hoped that this initiative will 
become a global movement to strengthen 
relationships, build communities in love and 
faith and a commitment to peace and unity 
Others may join by SMS messaging service. 
Text ON ROSARY and send to 2600. 

On October 13, 1917, Our Lady of 
Fatima revealed to the three children “I am 
the Lady of the Rosary... continue to pray the 
rosary everyday to earn peace for the world.” 
‘She has made countless apparitions in small 
miracles and historical events.. and she 
continues the call to build one big community 
of people who can be child-like in their faith 
and way of ife, who will make peace through 
prayer as their life mission. 


with the oil firms that owned change or barter. 
the brands. 


Corp. owns the Shellane with the clearances and re- 


to the community, to the LPG 

Cardinales added that Pin- industry and even to the gen- 

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum nacle also “failed to comply eral consuming public,” he 
further stated in his filing. 


9th Children’s Rosary Rally 


Building Communities of 


Love & Peace 


Today children from the Archdiocese of Manila, in conjunction wii the Sth Chitdren's Rosary Rally wil 
gather togothor for Posos and Unity et the Tiendesitas Activity Center, Ortigas vvenue, Pasig City. They 
Wi bo joined by olher children together with their bishops, prisats, parents ond teachers kam 8:30 arn 
to 11:30 am in their parishes nationwide to simultaneously pray the Rosary and celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist. ` 


Fha accosion wil also highlight the 24-hour Gtobzt Razary. This val onab'a chüdren tam ihe fve 
‘contments to jot the Sih Children's Rosary Rally to pray tho rosery for proce starting et 10:09 am in 
thelr rospectivit countries. The Holy Rosary vill bo prayed continuously by children and their femitiag 
or 24 hours in their timazonos worldwide. 


‘Welch the 9th Children's Rosary Rally TV special of ANG on October 14 at 5:30 pn and on October 20 
18:00 am. 
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Our Lady of the Rosary 
appeared to thece titela children far) 
7 dant time at Fatima, Portugal — 
on October 13,1917. 2 
‘The message wae £0 continue, 
the rosary cvenyiay to eami 
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BSP seeking authority to issue own bond 


Eyed for inclusion in planned charter amendments 


By Doris C. Dumlao wa Guinigundo told reporters 
Thursday night. 

Even at the height of the 
1997 Asian currency crisis, the 
BSP has refrained from issuing 
high-yielding bonds as a tool to 
curb speculative attacks against 
the peso. 

‘The Philippines, like most 
emerging markets in Asia, has 
to deal with the continued 
strengthening of foreign capital 
inflows, which pump substan- 
tial amount of money into the 
financial system. 

Other central banks, includ- 
ing China’s, had taken the route 
of mopping up excess money in 


‘THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas is seeking authority to 
* “issue its own peso-denominated 
bonds and it wants a provision 
on this included in the planned 
amendments to the BSP char- 
ten 
"Central banks have the op- 
tion to float their own paper but. 
the BSP is not authorized by law 
to do that except in extraordi- 
mary situation. You wouldn't 
wantto characterize what we're 
seeing today as extraordinary 
just to justify the use of BSP 
bills,” BSP Deputy Governor Di- 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Philippine Sugar Contar Bidg., North Ave, Ditman, Quezon City 
Tel, No. (02) 454-0254 
Website: warwnta.govph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Provision of Janitorial Services for 2008 


Tha NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA. ough te 2008 Corporala Oparaing 
Budget ntonás to apply the sum of P9 340,873.20 being the Approved Budget or 
the Contract (ABC) lo payments Under the contract for tno provision of Janitorial 
Servicos from January 1, 2008 to Decomber 31, 2008 at NFA Cental Office. Bids 
oceWved in excess ol the ABC shall bo aulomabcally rjected al Bid opening. 
The NFA now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the provision of janitorial 
Tarvcas trom January 1, 2008 (o December 31. 2008 at NFA Central Office. Tho 
"iesciplon of an eile Bidder i contained In Saction I ofthe Bidding Documents, 
instruction to Bidder (ITB), 
‘Bidding wil bo conducted through open comootttve bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary pess/fellcrtaria as specified In the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Port A (IRR-A) of Repubile Act 9184 (RA 8184). ciherwse known as 
the “Government Procurement Roform Aci" and Is restricted 1o Filpino ellzans! 
Sole propriotorships, organizations with atleast sixty percent (60%) Inlarest or 
ulstánding capital siock belonging to cltzans ofthe Philippines. and to clizens or 
rgonizatlns of a county Ina aws or reguiatons of which grant similar rghls or 
privioges to Flipino cilzens, pursuant (o Republic Act 5163 (R.A. 5153) and 
Subject to Commonwealth Act 138 (CA 138). Only Bids rom Bidders who pass 
Tho elt check wi bo opened. The process forthe elbty check is described 
in Seaton i ofthe Bidding Documents, ITB. 
interestod Bidders may obtain further information from tho NFA-BAC SECRETARIAT 
‘and ngpect the Bidding Documents atthe address given below trom &00 AM. TO 
00 PM. 
complot sel of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
ftom tte address below and upon paymant of a nonrefundable fee n the amount 
I P19,000.00 inthe form of CASH. The Bidding Documants shall be received 
personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 
The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY wil hold a Pre-Bld Conference open to all 
Interested partes on October 30, 2007 at 200 p.m. al tha NFA Board Room, & foor. 
Phitsugin Bldg, North Avenue, Quezon Cty. 
Bids ond eligibility requirements must be delivered at tha NFA Board Room, 6^ foor. 
FPhisugi Blag.. North Avenue, Quazon City on November 13, 2007 trom 1:00 p.m 
To 1:48 pm. Late Bids shall nol bo accoplad. All Bids must be accompanied by 
3 Bld security in tna folowing form and amount. 

Form of Security 


Required Amount 
in Parcont of ABC. 


‘One percent (1%) 


Cath, cashars Chack, Managers Cheek, 
Bank draft or revocable Louer of Credit 
"Bank Guerant 
d siampad "Calls on Demand" 
‘of tha Bond issued by GSIS 
combination of ihe above Prsporongia is Share 
Bid opening shall be on November 13, 2007 af 200 p.m. atthe NFA Board Room. G^ 
‘Noor, Philsugin Bldg, North Avenue, Quezon City. Bids wil be opened in ihe 
presence of tho Bidders’ representatives: 
The NFA reserves tha right to accopt or raject any Bid, lo annul the bidding process, 
and lo reject al Bids al any tme prior to contract award, witout thereby incurring 
any Habily tothe affected Bidder or Bidders. 
Procuing Entity - NATIONALFOOD AUTHORITY 
Contact Person -Jose D. Chua / Violeta S. Vilarama 
daross 2 Phisugin Bldg. Noah Ave, Dilman, Quezon Cty 
Telephone/Fax No, ` (632) 455-2758 
Mobila Phone - (+83) 928 4102732 
‘email address | vsviiarama@nia govph 
Website Wanta gov ph 


(S94) PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 
"Doputy Aamistator and BAC Char. 
lor Administration and General Support Services 


‘ne and s hall percent (15%) 
“Two and a hall percent (2 55) 


(pon oet 3 zum 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Visayas Avenue, Diiman, Quezon Cty 
Tel Nos. 329 882610 2, 928-633 1035 
325.1041 o 43; 829-6252 929-1669 

Website: tp inne denr gov ph mal: webedengo.ph 
National Program Support to Environment and 

Natural Resources Management Project 
Loan No. 7470-PH and GEF Grant No. TF090073 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


The Government o the Philipines ough the Department f Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), has applied for a ioan rom the Wark Bank and a grant 
‘rom the Global Environment Facil to assist ine DENR to improve efficiency and 
effectiveness in its sevice under its National Program Supporto Environment and 
Natural Resources Management Project (NPS-ENRMP) end intends to apply part 
ofthe proceeds of this loan and grant to payments under consulting coniracs lor f) 
Monitoring and EvaloaonfBaseline SurveyiChent Satsfactn: and (i Srengthening 
‘othe ema Audi System. The Programs overall development objectve ss to assist 

"the DENR improve efficiency and Programs overall development objective is 10 
assit he DENR improve eficiency and elleziveness ints senace delivery. More 
Specifica, the Project aims o strengthen the allocative efficiency of DENR'S bmied 
budget resources through better prioritization and partnership arrangements, 
laciiaing scaling p and better inking of pan and budget. The giobal envionment 
objective ofthe program is to enhance ecosystem services for global and local 
benefis. 

The services required consist of two packages: 

Package 1 covers- 

(N. Baseine study for the four (4) critical watersheds covered by the GEF grant: 

(i) Baseine Survey of Cien Satisfaction wih DENR's service delivery; 

(6) Development of the Monitoring and Evaluation (MAE) system and 

procedures lor assessing performance and outcome of ENRM; and 

m) raning of DENR stall i the conduct of M&E functions under the Resuts 

Framework lor the NPS-ENRMP. 
Package 2 covers — 

(). Sienghening Financial Management Systems and Practices; and 

Ñ) Sengtnoning the Internal Aud System (AS). 

This inviationis open to all consulting frmslorganizations which have capeblty 
and extensive experience in prowing the requred services. Consultants wil be 
Selected folowing the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of 
Consultants y Word Bank Borrowers (revised October 2006). 

Interested parties may contact Ms. Ma, Lourdes G. Ferrer, Head, BAC-FAPS 
Secretanat at telephone nos. 926-2689 for more information and to obtain the 
prescribed iomat of Expressions of Interest (EO) submission For rms that have 
submited EO! last September 17, 2007 in response to out September 4, 2007 
(REO), you re advised tore submit your expression of interest submission. 

Expressions of Interest must be delvered addressed to Ally. Analiza R. Teh, 
Chairman BAC-FAPs, clo The Secretariat, Foregr-Assited and Special Projects 
Office, DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. Dilan, Quezon Cty by 300 p.m. of 30 
‘October, 2007. 

The DENR reserves the ight to reject any or al bids, waive any delects found 
there, and accepi the bids as may be considered most qualifying and advantageous 
to the government. 


a 
= 


(Sod) ATTY. ANNALIZA R. TEH 
Assistant Secretary and 
Chas, BAC-FAI 
Let's Go Green 


the system by issuing three-year. 
bonds. 

The BSR which does not have 
the flexibility to issue its own 
debt paper, turned to its previ- 
ously underutilized special de- 
posit accounts for its mopping 
up operations. It strengthened 
the SDAs and turned them into 
a.more powerful mopping up 
tool. 

“All central banks will wel- 
come the flexibility to use its 
‘own papers to mop up liquidi- 
ty" Guinigundo said. 

The BSP has so far locked up 
P450 billion in excess money in 
its high-yielding SDAs, making 
the central bank now more re- 
liant on this tool compared to its 
overnight borrowings. 

These SDAs were previously 
not attractive to banks because 
they were not backed up by col- 
lateral unlike the central bank's 
primary monetary tool—the 
overnight borrowings or RRPs. 

Under the new rules, even 
banks’ trust departments and 
non-bank state corporations 
can now place funds in the 
SDAs and earn higher interest 
rates. To make the SDAs more 
attractive, the BSP also made 
these instruments eligible as 
compliance to the required 50- 


percent liquidity floor, or the 
portion of bank deposits and 
deposit substitutes required to 
be held in the form of nego- 
tiable and transferable govern- 
ment securities. The liquidity 
floor serves as a buffer that can 
be tapped in case of a bank run 
or heavy withdrawals. 

The reforms in the SDAs al- 
lowed the central bank to curb 
the growth of broad money sup- 
ply in the country to below 20 
percent—or a level deemed suf- 
ficient to meet the central 
bank's inflation objectives. 

The BSP is asking Congress 
for more powers in its charter to 
better regulate the local finan- 
cial sector and prevent bank 
failures. The regulator is also 
seeking the mandate to: 

undertake risk-based con- 
solidated supervision, which 
would allow the examination of 
banks as well as its subsidiaries 
and affiliates engaged in allied 
activities; 

© compel banks to infuse ad- 
ditional capital; 

* approve the transfer or ac- 
quisition of shares in a bank 
that would affect a change in 
the majority ownership; and 

e provide BSP officers im- 
munity from lawsuits. 


Oo 


Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD 


GRAND METRO ASIA 
Applicant. 
x 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


Applicant, authorized operator of the waterworks system within 
Granvile Homes, Brgy. Malagasang. IIB, Imus, Cavite, requests for the 
renewal of iis Certificate of Public Convenience. 

This application will be heard by the Board on November 5, 2007 at 
2:00 In the afternoon at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room, 8th Floor, 
NIA Bullding, EDSA, Quezon City at which time Applicant shall present 
its evidence. 

‘At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, Applicant 
shall publish this notice once in one (1) dally newspaper of general 
circulation In Cavite and serve by personal delivery or registered mall a 
‘copy of the () application and ils attachments, and (i) this notice to all 
affected parties appearing on page 2 hereof. 

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must fle their written 
‘opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the above 
date. furnishing a copy of the same to the Applicant. 

Failure on the part of any person affected to file his opposition on time 
‘and to appear at the hearing will be construed, as a waiver of his right to 
be heard and the Board will proceed to hear and decide the application 
based on the evidences submitted. 

Fallure by the Applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack 
of Interest on its part and the instant application shall be dismissed 
accordingly. 

Witness the Honorable Chairman of the National Water Resources 
‘Board this 2nd day of October 2007. 

By Authority of the Board: 


Case No. 07-1162 


Bh Flor, NIA Bulding. EDSA, Diliman, Quezon Cay, PHILIPPINES 1100 
“Tol 63.2.9202803. 6329202684 Fax 63.29202724 


rte V1. 206m www.nwrb.gov.ph. 


Republic of the Philippin 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Ragion Vill, Pawing, Palo, Leyte 
Fax No. (053) 322-8601 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PEST CONTROL CHEMICALS FOR NFA REGION VIII 


‘aa NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY Pens Corporate Bude 2007 anes 1 sapv me em 
ct SEVEN ANORED SATY ONE THOUSAND Tran TY PESOS PTOL 039 eera eaor eos 
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VMC eyes resumption 
of stock trading 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson company stood at P6.77 bil- 
lion, down from P7.21 billion 
in 2005. 

On July 4, 1997, VMC filed 
with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) a 
petition for debt payment 
suspension, approval of its 
rehabilitation plan, and the 
appointment of a manage- 
ment committee. 

Four days later, the SEC is- 
sued an order suspending all 
actions or claims against 
VMC pending before any 
court. 

On Aug. 8, 1997, the SEC 
created a management com- 
mittee which was tasked to 
submit a viable rehabilitation 
plan for VMC. 

The rehabilitation plan 
provided for capital restruc- 
turing, debt to equity con- 
version, conversion of loans 
into convertible notes, re- 
structuring of loans, fresh 
capital infusion, implemen- 
tation of a business strategy 
for operating improvements 
and sale of non-strategic as- 
sets. 

VMC has incurred sub- 
stantial losses from opera- 
tions and posted an accu- 
mulated deficit of P3.6 bil- 
lion as of Aug. 31, 2006. It 
also has a capital deficien- 
cy of P 1.9 billion as of Aug. 
31, 2006, which adversely 
affected its financial condi- 
tion and cash flow posi- 
tion. 


VICTORIAS MILLING CORP, 
the countrys largest sugar 
miller, is planning to revive 
its trading activity at the 
Philippine Stock Exchange in 
2008. 

VMC chair Omar Mier said 
the company had been ser- 
vicing its loans diligent- 
ly—both the principal and 
interest charges—since two 
years ago. 

"We will just wait for our fi- 
nancial statements and after 
our stockholders! meeting in 
February, maybe we can ap- 
ply (for the resumption of 
VMC shares trading)," Mier 
said. 

Trading of VMC shares has 
been suspended since Octo- 
ber 1997. It last closed at 87 
centavos. 

Mier said the company 
had to show profit for three 
consecutive years before it 
could be allowed to resume 
trading. This is among the 
requirements imposed by 
the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change. 

As of its fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31, 2006, VMC posted a 
net income of P47 million, re- 
versing losses of P270.86 mil- 
lion a year ago. 

Revenue from operations 
as of August 2006 hit P3.77 
billion, up from P2.92 billion 
in 2005. As of the same peri- 
od, long-term debts of the 


Shell CNG stations 
seen opening soon 


By Abigail L. Ho 


Batangas-Manila route, helping 
reduce carbon emissions and 
enabling bus drivers and opera- 
tors to drastically cut their fuel 
expenses. 

The operation of Shell's 
mother-daughter stations is 
part of the government's Natu- 
ral Gas Vehicle Program for 
Public Transport (NGVPPT), a 
seven-year pilot program that 
will peg the price of CNG at 
P14.52 a liter, less than half the 
price of diesel, for participating 
bus operators. 

The DOE expects 200 CNG- 
fed buses to be delivered to the 
country, 185 of which have al- 
ready been allotted to accredit- 
ed bus firms. 

The bus operators include 
HM Transport Inc., 80 units; KL 
Transport, 40 units; RRCG 
Transport and Pascual Liner 
Inc., 20 units each; Greenstar 
Express Inc. and CNG Vehicles 
Corp., 10 units each, and BBL 
Transport System Inc, five 
units. 

The use of CNG in public 
transport is part of the govem- 
ments effors to reduce the 
country’s dependence on im- 
ported fuel, as the transport 
sector accounts for about 56 
percent of the country’s total oil 
requirements. 


ALTHOUGH NOW PAST ITS 
end-September commitment to 
start the commercial operation 
of its mother-daughter com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) sta- 
tions, the Shell group of com- 
panies in the Philippines says 
its facilities are ready and that 
it is just awaiting word from 
the Department of Energy on 
when the commercial run can 
start 

Shell country chair Edgar 
Chua said its mother-daughter 
stations had been ready for 
commercial operation since the 
end of last month. 

“Anytime, we're ready to 
start. All our facilities are 
technically complete. They've 
already been tested and we 
can start anytime. We're just 
waiting for the DOE's deci- 
sion, and for (President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo) because she 
wants to personally be there 
when we launch,” he told re- 
porters. 

The Shell mother station is 
located in Tabangao, Batangas, 
while the daughter station is 
along the South Luzon Express- 
way in Bifian. 

‘These will enable buses run- 
ning on CNG to start plying the 


Private equity company 
investing in savings bank 


LINQ INFORMATION ENTER- 
tainment Quadrant, a private 
equity group in the Philippines 
with presence in Singapore, is 
acquiring a 30-percent stake in 
Malayan Bank. 

Malayan Bank CEO George 
Martirez said LINQ's invest- 
ment would boost the bank's 
paid-up capital. The bank al- 
so stands to benefit from 
LINQ's other portfolio invest- 
ments. 

Also, Martirez said the bank 
had been in talks with a foreign 
fund fora possible Tier 1 capital 
investment. 

The bank's recent moves, he 
said, were aimed at diversifying 
its ownership base and bring in 
passive institutional investors. 

Malayan Banks major 


shareholders include the Ma 
jalco Group, which is also a 
‘major shareholder in GMA 
Network and Liberty Flour 
Mills. LINQ's funders include 
the principal shareholders of 
the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
and the Print Town Group. 
LINQ is also working with dif- 
ferent private equity and ven- 
ture capital funds in the region 
and its thrust is primarily 
geared toward new media, 
emerging media and digital 
media businesses. Martirez al- 
so said that Malayan Bank's 
latest earnings are triple from 
its net profit two years ago, 
and they will continue to bol- 
ster the bank's profitable mort- 
gage banking business within 
the coming years, 
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An “We live, but a world has passed away 
obituary With the years that perished to make us men.” — William Dean Howells 


with a picture n $ 
an bea falig Third Death Anniversary of 


iowa” || ENRIQUE M. FERNANDO 


loved one. 


Former Supreme Court Chief Justice 
(July 25, 1915 - October 13, 2004) 
‘OBITUARY 


REQUIREMENTS: Masses will be offered on Saturday, October 13, 2007 at: 


Scenes Parish ofthe Holy Sacrifice, Dilinan, QC... 600 AM, 1200 NN, GOD PM 
Payee Sta. Maria della Strada Church, Pansol, Q.C. = mu- 6:00 AM, 6:00 PM 


U sies Our Lady of Pn Puish, Loyola His, QE. — 630 AM, 530 PM, 7:00 PM of Quezon City & Zamboanga City 
document (L.D) Sara e E e : =a Former Directress of Golden Acres (Home for the Aged) 
E Chapa of Immaculate Heat of Mary Hea Coi QU. 00 PM and e 
ANNOUNCEMENT: St. Vincent de Pau! Parish Church, San Marcelino St., Manila ... n. 5:10 PM. Former Professor of FEATI University 
MESSAGE His bereaved widow, EMMA QUISUMBING-FERNANDO, his children, 
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Her remains lie in state at Mt. Carmel Shrine, Broadway, New Manila, 
Quezon City. 


pedes Interment will be on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at the 
we design 1 | Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 
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Mara, Jimmy and John; grandchildren Nico, c. the family of the late 
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Jeremy requests the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of at the age of 44. 
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2 £ g feposeof her soul. 
— aK Oe who joined our Creator on October 5, 2007, 


: Her remains lie in state at Ipil Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside 
wish to extend our sincerest gratitude Manila Memorial Park) Parañaque City. 


to those who have reminisced the good Cremation willbe on Sunday, October 14,2007 at the Manila Memorial 
Park-Crematory at 6:00 pm after the 4:00 pm funeral mass. 


memories, offered Masses & prayers, sent 
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mark his passage to cternal life. x 
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Stocks slide in Asian trade 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN SHARES YES- 
terday fell as weak technology 
stocks and speculation China may 
tighten its monetary policy this 
weekend weighed. 

‘The dollar also steadied ahead of 
US data expected to shed light on 
the timing of a next Fed interest rate 
cut: 

Data on September retail sales 
and producer prices at 1230 GMT 
will be scrutinized for clues about 
the health of the US economy, after 
the Federal Reserve slashed interest 
rates by an aggressive 50 basis 
points to 4.75 percent in Septem- 
ber. 

The odds of a further cut this 
month have receded somewhat, but. 
investors see a roughly 70 percent 
chance of more easing this year. 

By 0623 GMT, MSCI's measure of 
Asia Pacific stocks excluding Japan 
had fallen 1.6 percent, 

Tokyo's Nikkei slid 0.7 percent, 
dragged lower by high-tech stocks 
such as Tokyo Electron on a broker- 
age downgrade and after China's 
Baidu.com Inc, tumbled on the 
tech-heavy US Nasdaq. 

Talk that Beijing may raise inter- 
est rates ahead of the start of the 
17th Party Congress on Monday al- 
so weighed in some markets. 

"The markets have been hit by a 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2007 


- 


(As ot October 14,2007) | i 


52. WEEK OPEN close voume 


Eai 
Ys 
5 

Bs 


Sek mos 
etary policy this weekend so in- 
vestors are being careful and avoid- 
ing China-related shares,” said 
Chung Kyung-sik, chief investment 
officer at Eastar Investment Advi. 
sors in Seoul. 

China's main stock index recov- 
ered to trade almost flat after earl 
er plunging more than 4 percent, 
with traders there skeptical of rate 
hike rumors. 

Seoul shares fell 1.6 percent in 
their largest one-day percentage loss 
in almost a month, while Taiwan 
stocks fell 2 percent and Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng dropped 2.1 percent. 

Gold fell around $3 an ounce to 
$747, after rising as high as 
$753.60 in New York on Thursday, 
its highest since January 1980. 

‘The dollar was steady against the 
euro ahead of the US data. 

‘The yen recovered from a 2-1/2- 
month low hit versus the euro and 
rose against other high-yielding 
currencies, such as the Australian 
and New Zealand dollars, as the 
slide in Asian stocks prompted 
traders to book profits on short- 
term bets favoring those currencies 
‘against the yen. 

The dollar slipped a touch to 
117.20 yen, retreating from a two- 
month high of 117.79 yen, hit on 
electronic trading platform EBS on 
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Oil prices 
again near 
record high 


SINGAPORE—WORLD OIL PRICES 
yesterday were mixed and near re- 
cent record highs in Asia after data 
showed a sharp fall in United States 
crude stocks last week, dealers said. 

New York's main futures contract, 
light sweet crude for delivery in 
November, was 11 cents higher at 
$83.19 a barrel in morning trade. 

The contract had surged $1.78 to 
$83.08 in late trades on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange Thursday. 

Brent North Sea crude for Novem- 
ber delivery was eight cents lower at 
$80.07 a barrel. 

Late last month, Brent oil hit a 
record high of $81.05 per barrel, 
while New York crude struck an all- 
time peak of $84.10 in September. 

“It seems to have steadied at those 
Jevels around which NYMEX closed 
Jast night,” said David Moore, a com- 
modites strategist with Common- 
wealth Bank of Australia in Sydney. 
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rumor that China will tighten mon- 


US credit panic will hurt 
minorities, says lender 


LOS ANGELES—GAPS IN HOME 
Ownership rates between minori- 
ties and whites will increase be- 
cause of a change in the US mort- 
gage industry, caused by a credit 
panic, the chief executive of Coun- 
trywide Financial Corp., the largest 
US mortgage lender, said on Thurs- 
day. 

“The structure of the business is 
permanently changed ... The indus- 
try will never be the same,” said An- 
gelo Mozilo, speaking at a real es- 
tate conference in downtown Los 
Angeles. 

He said the credit crisis inspired 
fear among lenders, who are in- 
creasingly less likely to lend to risky 
borrowers. 

“As a result, I believe that five 
years from now, or sooner, there 
will be substantial disparities be- 
tween home ownership between 
whites and minorities,” said Mozi- 


year. 


Thursday. 


lo, whose company is the largest US 
lender to African-Americans, His- 
panics and Asians. 

In the future, Mozilo added, 
banks and thrifts will be the prima- 
ry providers of mortgage finance, 
while brokers will take more of a 
back-seat role. 

Separately, 
Treasurer Richard Moore said on 
Thursday that he had asked the US 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion to investigate the timing of 
stock sales by Mozilo over the last 


Also on Thursday, Countrywide 
reported that it cut nearly 5,000 
jobs last month, as part of its plan to. 
eliminate as many as 12,000 jobs by 
December. 

‘The nearly 20 percent cut in its 
workforce is a response to the de- 
dine in the US housing market. 


Reuters 


North Carolina 


He noted an absence of fresh fac- 


tors to move the market since the US 
Department of Energy (DoE) issued 
its weekly report on Thursday. 


DoE said American crude oil re- 


serves slumped by 1.7 million barrels 
in the week ending Oct. 5. 


‘That confounded analysts’ consen- 


sus forecast for a gain of 1.0 million 
barrels. 


US distillates, which include heat- 


ing fuel, slid by 600,000 barrels, 
broadly in line with market expecta- 
tions for a 775,000-barrel drop. 


‘Traders are watching distillate lev- 


els ahead of the approaching North 
American winter season. 


Gasoline, or petrol reserves 


gained 1.7 million barrels last week 
but remain at historically low levels, 
analysts said. 


Societe Generale researchers said 


in a report the unexpected crude 


drawdown was mainly due to lower 


Reuters 


imports. 


On Thursday, the International En- 


ergy Agency, the developed world's 
energy watchdog, held steady its 
forecasts for oil demand for this year 
and next. The IEA predicted average 
oil demand to be 85.9 million barrels 
per day in 2007 and 88 million bpd in. 
2008. 


‘AFP 


Japan carmakers Carlyle expands in Asia 


fight a losing 
battle at home 


‘TOKYO—JAPANESE CAR MAKERS, LED BY 
‘Toyota Motor Corp., have stormed markets 
from the United States to Europe and be- 
yond, but are fighting a losing battle in a 
shrinking and disinterested home market. 

While Detroit’s Big Three—General Mo- 
tors Corp., Ford Motor Co. and Chrysler 
LLC.—struggle to hold market share 
against popular Asian rivals and luxury Eu- 
ropean brands, overall US demand remains 
healthier than in Japan. 

The market for new cars and trucks in the 
world's second largest economy has contract- 
ed 7.6 percent so far this year to 4.13 million. 
vehicles. Sales are heading fora third straight 
year of falls and are a far cry from an annual 
peak of 7.78 million in 1990. 

“P'm not very optimistic about the domes- 
tic market,” Honda Motor chief executive 
Takeo Fukui said last month. 

Car makers have blamed everything from 
a shrinking population to lengthier owner- 
ship, a lack of interest among young people 
and competition against other big-ticket 
consumer goods such as flat-screen TVs. 

“There are structural factors that make 
the domestic market very difficult,” said 
Osamu Masuko, Fukui's counterpart at Mit- 
subishi Motors, citing in particular a popu- 
lation shift to big cities. 

Virtually no brand has been spared the 
downfall, including Toyota, the world's 
largest and most profitable auto maker. 

Less than a fortnight after standing firm. 
on the company's domestic sales target, 
Toyota President Katsuaki Watanabe bit the 
bullet this week, saying local sales this year 
could be 4 percent below an original goal of 
1.72 million vehicles. 

Where did it all go wrong? 

External headwinds such as soaring oil 
prices don't help, but some say carmakers 
are simply not meeting local customers’ 
needs as they develop globally compatible 
models to save costs. 

“I want automakers to build cars that 
sell,” Nanao Oguri, head of the Japan Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association, said earlier this 
year. One Nissan dealer interpreted his 
comment as: build cars that cater exclusive- 
ly to Japanese needs. Reuters 


GLOBAL PRIVATE EQUITY FIRM. 
‘The Carlyle Group is taking in a 
new director, Anand Balasubrah- 
manyan, to lead its investment 
expansion in Southeast Asia. 

Balasubrahmanyan, who will 
be based in Singapore, will es- 
tablish a Carlyle Asia Partners 
team. 

Established in 1997 and cu 
rently with $2.56 billion dedi 
cated funds under manage- 
ment, Carlyle Asia Partners in- 
fuses and controls strategic mi- 
nority investments in compa- 
nies across the non-Japan Asia 
region with a team of 33 invest- 
ment professionals based in six 
offices in Hong Kong, Mumbai, 
Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore and 
Sydney. 

Balasubrahmanyan joins Car- 
lyle after a 12-year stint in in- 
vestment banking, most recent- 
ly as executive director and 
head of Global Capital Markets 
for Southeast Asia at Morgan 
Stanley. 


October 11, 2007 
Country 

United States — 
“lapan 
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-0.706714 


X.D. Yang, managing director 
and co-head of Carlyle Asia Part- 
ners, said: “We see increasing in- 
vestment opportunities in South- 
east Asia. We are stepping up our 
efforts with a dedicated team 
based in Singapore under 
Anand's leadership to pursue in- 
vestments across the region, es- 
pecially in Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thai- 
land and Vietnam. Each of these 
countries has demonstrated 
strong economic growth and sta- 
bility in recent years and we ex- 
pect this trend to continue, We 
‘will partner with local companies 
and management teams to grow 
their businesses in their own 
markets as well as regionally and 
globally.” 

Carlyle Asia Partners is part 
of The Carlyle Group, the 
largest private equity investor 
in Asia with $6.3 billion in com- 
mitted funds under manage- 
mentand more than 100 invest- 
ment professionals. 
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occupancy rate 


By TessaR. Salazar. 


Five 


million 
foreign 
visitors are 
projected 
by 2010 
and 


ITING TOURISM AND 

retirement industries as ex- 
C panding exponentially in 
the Muntinlupa area, and the up- 
scale Alabang’s demand of up to 
100 percent occupancy rate as per 
Department of Tourism data, de- 
veloper Corporate Holdings Man- 
agement Hotels and Residences 
Inc. has decided to venture on the 


hotel industry. 
CHMI Chair Noel Gonzales said tourism. 


balikbayans and retirement industries have been on 


prefera 


the upswing, and the global market indi- 
cates that it would continue to improve. 
“Thus, this is the best time for a hotel pro- 


less ject," he stressed. 


congested 


Hotel occupancy 
“The main problem today is capacity,” 


area versus 5d Gonzales, who is also a Philippine Re- 


the hassles 
of staying 
in Manila, 


tirement Industry director and a former 
Subdivision and Housing Developers Asso- 
ciation president. 

Gonzales cited that the current average 
hotel occupancy rate in Metro Manilais76.4 f 
percent. Bellevue Manila located in Alabang 
has an occupancy rate of 89.2 percent. 

Gonzales also cited the five million pro- 


Makati and jected foreign visitors by 2010 and balik- 


Ortigas 


bayans who prefer a less congested area 
versus the hassles of staying in Manila, 
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THE SITE of the PI.8-million hotel in Alabang 


Makati and Ortigas, 


Target market 

He said the target market also includes 
expats of the 1,000 multinational compa- 
nies in Calabarzon, in Madrigal Business 
Park and in Filinvest Corporate City. 

He also cited relatives and balikbayans 
ofthe 250,000 households living in nearby 
exclusive subdivisions, and “the golfing 
aficionados due to the proximity to world 
class golf courses.” 

Citing Alabang as experiencing up to 
100 percent occupancy rates, he said that 
within Filinvest Corporate City, the 500- 
room hotel with a target opening in the 
first quarter of 2011, would be located on 
Commerce Avenue, which he described as 
"the Ayala Avenue of Alabang.” 

“Filinvest Alabang is the best place for a 
hotel right now.” Gonzales said that currently, 
only one hotel in Alabang has 220 rooms 


Su 


Susana Heights 
Muntinlupa 
10AM 


(Bellevue) and two other high-rise buildings 
that were originally conceived and config- 
ured as condominiums (Vivere and Parque 
España) were partially converted to hotels, 


5-star hotel 

CHMI will be built as a 5-star hotel. Gon- 
zales said he would be bringing “Shangrila 2 
and Peninsula in Alabang at a room rate of 
$100 without sacrificing the quality of ser- 
vice, the rooms and the ambience." 

A ballroom will be built to accommo- 
date up to 1,000 guests and a function . 
room for up to 300 attendees. Aside from a 
spa (Gonzales owns the former South Spa 
in Makati), fine-dining restaurants and 
bars will offer 360-degree views of Laguna 
de Bay, Manila Bay, Makati Skyline, Filin- 
vest Corporate City and Ayala Village. 

Gonzales’ long-term vision is to put up a 
Filipino hotel chain in Cebu, Davao, Bohol, 
Manila/Makati area and Vietnam. 
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property must be tak- 

en care of both from 

the physical (maintenance 

and upgrade of the place) and 
tenant-relations standpoint. 

In addition to acting as liaison be- 

tween the owner of the property and 

the current tenants, a property man- 

ager sometimes takes on the job of at- 


tracting tenants. 


“Indeed, the knowledge and skills 
ofa property manager are in demand 
since a growing number of property 


owners understand that the beauty 
and grandeur of their developments 
may not be enough to attract or keep 
tenants,” said Joey Bernardino VP for 
sales and marketing of Quantum Ho- 
tels and Resorts, which manages a va- 
riety of properties in the Metro Mani- 
la area and very soon, in Boracay. 


Test 


He added that the test of a proper- 


developments in Boracay. 


CBD (The Malayan Plaza). 


ty's appeal may lie on how it is man- 


aged. 


Since its inception in 2000, Quan- 
tum Hotels and Resorts has been 
managing three serviced apartments 
in the Makati central business district 


TORRE Venezia (artist's rendition), Quantum 
Hotels and Resorts’ latest managed property, 
isset to open within the year. 


Enhancing 
curb appeal 


SPACE IS A PRIME COMMO- 
dity and not many of us have 
the luxury of it. We continual- 
ly have to rethink and rein- 
vent our area to suit our ever- 
changing requirements. 

On top of this, we likewise 
want our space to look neat 
and presentable. It's a need 
and a wish we are faced with 
as soon as we get to our front. 
yard. 


Marcos de Guzman Jr. 


Garbage 

A small space or corner of 
your yard can be allocated for 
your garbage bins. This spot 
must be easily accessible to 
the garbage collector so they 
can collect your trash any- 
time without disturbing the 
household. 

The waste bins themselves. 
can be enclosed and gated to 
keep scavenging animals 
away. The enclosure will also 
conceal the unsightly con- 
tainers from view, especially 
if it is designed to blend with 
the side fence or the house. 


Parking 

One common problem 
most homeowners experi- 
ence is lack of parking space. 
In many subdivisions, home- 
‘owners are forced to park on 
the street. This practice is a 
form of injustice to the neigh- 
bors. The streets are meant to 
be used by everyone and are 
not privately owned, even the 
one directly in front of your 
home. Some people even go 
to the extent of converting 
their garage to another pur- 
pose and parking all their 
cars on the road. This, of 
course, is not just an incon- 
siderate act; itis also against 
the law. Just because your 
neighbors are not complain- 
ing does not make things all 
right. 

In our country, where law- 
makers believe that in order 
to avoid traffic the solution is 
to stop using certain cars on 
certain days, we are obliged 
to keep more than one car. It 
is great for our automotive 


Main entrance 

There are a number of op- 
tions you can try to accentu- 
ate your main entrance and 
enhance its charm, even from 
afar. You can choose to define 
your walkway by erecting a 
trellis over it and growing 
plants on it. You may want to 
add a little bridge way over a 
pond, which provides a 
soothing backdrop of run- 
ning water. Or you could art- 
fully place a bird cage or 
aquarium to welcome you, if 
pets are your thing. These de- 
sign touches could help you 
relax right before entering 
your home after a hectic day 
atwork. 

Little accent pieces such as 
a mail or newspaper box may 
be placed in front of your 
home. An interesting post or 
marker can also be posi- 
tioned at the entrance, with 
your house number or a patio 
light. Any of these can be 
made to highlight your home 
and add character to it. 

These ideas, while being 
practical and simple, are only 
a few suggestions on how you 
can increase your home's 
curb appeal. 

For your comments, send e- 
mail ^ to — marcosdeguz- 
man@yahoo.com. 


industry, but it certainly dou- 
bles the parking problem. 
Here is a solution that 
might work. There is no harm 
in sacrificing a part of your 
front yard for additional 
parking slots. Within secured 
subdivisions, you can even 
remove the entire front fence, 
making your area more spa- 
cious and giving you more 
maneuverability. To maintain 
some greenery, you can use 
grass pavers instead of 
paving over the whole lawn. 
Grass pavers are concrete 
products that you can put 
Over the ground and use as 
driveways, allowing you to 
keep some of the grass and 
the soil underneath healthy. 


New contracts 


area (BSA Tower, BSA Suites, and 
Perla Mansion) and one high-end ser- 
viced residence located in the Ortigas 


"We are proud to announce that all 
these properties are experiencing an 
average occupancy rate of 80 percent 
to 90 percent," Bernardino reported. 


He also added that Quantum Ho- 
tels and Resorts recently inked three 
more management contracts for one 
property in Quezon City and two in 


SET to be managed by Quantum Hotels and Resorts, The Agrias Hotel (artist's rendition) 


Boracay in Aklan. 


Street in Quezon City. 


restaurant. 


‘Owned and developed by 24K De- 
velopment and Construction Corp., 
Torre Venezia is located at the corner 
of Timog Avenue and Scout Santiago 


Expected to open in the latter part 
of the year, the 23-story serviced resi- 
dence will offer one- and two-bed- 
room units and will be provided with 
a swimming pool, park and play- 
ground, sauna and gym, daycare cen- 
ter, function room, clubhouse and 


‘one of the upcoming 


‘The two Boracay properties on the 
other hand, The Agrias Hotel and the 
Boracay Beach Condominium, are ex- 
pected to be operational by 2008 and 
2009, respectively. 

"As one may notice, Quantum Ho- 
tels and Resorts’ main focus at the 
moment is the continuous improve- 
ment of its services as well as expan- 
sion of its portfolio so the company 
would be able to provide excellent ac- 
commodations for both leisure and 
business travelers alike,” Bernardino 
said. 


Megaworld cites strong demand 
for 3rd-generation BPO facility 


THERE IS A STRONG DEMAND FOR 
low-rise, 3rd-generation business process 
outsourcing (BPO) facilities, according to 
property giant Megaworld Corp. 

Megaworld, the country's largest residen- 
tial and BPO condominiums developer, re- 
leased these findings after generating a 
strong demand for its fist 3rd-generation of- 
fering, One Campus Place, at its fully inte- 
grated McKinley Hill township in Fort Bonifa- 
do. 


Exclusivity, security 

“Clearly, BPO companies have realized 
that low-rise facilities ike One Campus Place 
give them exclusivity and security. It also 
gives them many other benefits. The lush 
landscaping and outdoor amenities help pro- 
mote an active lifestyle among their employ- 
ees. Based on their own research, BPO execu- 
tives believe that these will have a strong pos- 
itive impact on their staff's work and conse- 
quently, their clients’ business results,” noted 
Megaworld FVP Jericho Go. 

The need of BPO firms for higher employ- 
ee retention rates is also addressed, accord- 
ing to Go. As a low-rise structure, One Cam- 
pus Place will only have a limited number of 
tenants. Or, a company can lease the whole 
building and gain naming rights in the pro- 
cess. This will inhibit the prevalence of galli- 
vanting recruiters who try to poach employ 
ees of their rival companies. Prevalent in 
high-rise BPO structures, this phenomenon 
can be minimized in One Campus Place, he 
noted. 


‘Green’ building 

‘The lush landscaping is not the only aspect 
that makes One Campus Place a "green" 
building, according to Go. Wide stairwells 
promote walking among building tenants, in- 
stead of elevator rides. Air conditioning is on 
demand per section of the floor, thus lower- 


| ACCORDING TO MEGAWORLD, 

| thereisastrong demand for low- 
rise BPO facilities such as One 
Campus Place in McKinley Hilt. 


THE LUSH landscaping and outdoor 
amenities of One Campus Place is foreseen to 
havea strong positive impact on the well- 
being of employees and more important, on 
business results. 


ing energy consumption. Wide glass win- 
dows also provide natural lighting and a 
wonderful view of the surrounding land- 
scape 

Between One Campus Place’s two struc- 
tures, a park with trellises and benches will 
provide a suburban feel to building occu- 
pants. “It is a relaxing place for them to un- 
wind between their busy work sessions. It 
gives them an opportunity to be one with na- 
ture,” Go remarked. 

One Campus Place is a six-story, two-build- 
ing structure at the McKinley Hill Cyberpark. 
Asa facility accredited by the Philippine Eco- 
nomic Zone Authority (Peza), it automatical- 
ly gives BPO firms tax and other generous 
business incentives. 

Interested BPO locators may inquire about 
McKinley Hill Cyberpark’s One Campus Place 
facility by calling (02) 912-0708 or sending 
an email to jcespinosa@megaworld- 
corp.com. 


TOPNOTCH ARCHITECT DESIGNS 


NEW PRIMEX CONDO 

Primex Realty Corp., world-class real estate 
developer of residential and commercial 
real estate projects, awards the design 
contract of The Stratosphere to R. Villarosa 
Partners and Associates, headed by 
architect Roger Villarosa. Rising in a prime 
corner of Makati, The Stratosphere is a 33- 
story tower of graceful sculpture of 
concrete and glass. From left are Primex 
Realty VP for Legal Ericson Ang, director 
Antonio Kaw and president Ernesto Ang, 
architect Roy Villarosa and engineer Rodin 
Villarosa from R. Villarosa Architects 
Partners and Associates and Primex Realty 
corporate secretary Jossie Chan. 


Hunter Douglas promoting green building in design tilt 


HUNTER DOUGLAS, THE WORLD LEAD- 
er in window fashions and architectural 
products, recently launched the "EcoArt, 
EcoBuild, EcoWatch: A Global Awareness 
by Hunter Douglas” design competition. 

“This contest is part of the company's cam- 
paign to encourage architects and interior 
designers to come up with green building so- 
lutions through environmentally-sound de- 
signs. It aims to promote global awareness in 
mature conservation with the help of Hunter 
Douglas products such as the Green Screen 
Shades and Luxalon Wood Grain Linear Ceil 
ings, Claddings and Sun Louvre Systems, 
said Hunter Douglas president and general 
manager Gigi M. Lapira. 


Open to professionals, students 

‘The contest is open to professional archi- 
tects and interior designers who are regis- 
tered members of either of these organiza- 
tions: the United Architects of the Philip- 


pines, the Philippine Institute of Architects 
and the Philippine Institute of Interior De- 
signers. 

tis likewise open to architectural and in- 
terior design students who are currently 
enrolled. 

“We want to challenge their creativity in 
integrating natural resources, human 
health and community concerns in coming 
up with cleaner and healthier designs for 
both occupants and the environment,” 
Lapira said 
Design guidelines 

Entries should comply with the regula- 
tions of the building code and all materials 
specified in the plans should be feasible. 

Window designs should be treated with 
Hunter Douglas Window Fashion products, 
while ceiling covering materials should be 
Luxalon Aluminum ceilings integrating the 
Wood Grain products. Luxalon materials 


may be combined with other ceiling materi- 
als only in special designs with faux beam, 
cove ceiling and drop ceiling. 

In line with its theme of “global aware- 
ness,” designs should be economical, ener- 
gy saving and sustainable. 

All entries should be original works 
wholly executed by the contestants. A con- 
testant can submit entries to all category 
projects but can only win once. 

Contestants should submit the following: 
original entry form, all drawings and pre- 
sentation requirements (printouts and soft 
copies in CD format), affidavit, photocopy 
of PRC identification card (for profession- 
als) and 2x2 photo. 

The deadline for the submission of en- 
tries is Feb. 29, 2008 at 5 p.m. Contestants 
must submit their entries at Hunter Dou- 
glas Philippines Inc., Ground Floor, Jade 
Place Building, 33 Visayas Avenue, Quezon 
City. 


5 years of style, elegance 
at FURNitalia 


FURNITALIA, THE COUN- 
try's exclusive distributor of 
Italy's premier home and of- 
fice furniture brands, cele- 
brates five years of elegance 
this year. It marked this mile- 
stone with a special sale in 
September at its Fort Bonifa- 
cio showroom, according to 
managing director Florence 
Ko. 

FURNitalia is known for 
Italian furniture brands used 
by royalty, celebrities and in- 
ternational designers. Its 
flagship brand, Poltrona 


Frau, is a prestigious furni- 
ture maker with showrooms 
in New York, London, Paris 
and Tokyo. 

The lifestyle store is also 
home to foremost Italian 
brands such as Molteni&C, 
Giorgetti, Flexform, Fiam, 
Fontana Arte, Penta, Ser- 
ralunga, Comfort and Longhi 
and Thonet. 

The FURNitalia showroom 
is located at the corner of 
30th Street and Rizal Drive, 
Crescent Park, West Bonifa- 
cio, Global City, Taguig City. 
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“BROKEN,” “UNFINISHED” AND 
"wild" are appropriate words to de- 
scribe a deconstructivist space. 

Deconstruction started as a move- 
ment in the post-industrial era—first 
as a philosophy or critical method 
which analyzed meanings, metaphys- 
ical constructs, and opposing 
thoughts — that 
were applied to 
ways of thinking 
and to literary 
work. It focused 
on taking things 
apart — rather 
than putting 
them together. 
In art, decon- 
structivism strove for dynamic ap- 
pearances and challenged the basic 
principles of the regularity of form 
that was so characteristic of the Mod- 
ernist Movement. 

‘Unlike more traditional design 
systems where elements fall on a 
modular grid, deconstruction is vir- 
tually gridless in all its aspects. In 
plan, x and y axes explode to a vari- 
ety of angles, rays and curves to de- 
fine floor space. In its elevations, 
lines break free into a varied assem- 
bly of shapes to define a seemingly 
chaotic space that overtly speaks of 
dynamism and unexplored experi- 
ences. 


DESIGN 
DIMENSIONS 


Asuncion 


Isabel Berenguer 


Grew with the market 

Like most design movements and 
breakthroughs, deconstruction grew 
with technology. In the late 1950s, 
plywood, plastics and structural steel 
"were new to the market and prompt- 
ed experimentations in design. Today, 
the advancement of the Computer 
Aided Design Tech- 
nology and more 
sophisticated con- 
struction. systems, 
continually en- 
courage the sense 
of adventure—and 
courage—that one 
would need to con- 
ceptualize and 
pursue a project of this adversity. 

Deconstruction is not easily under- 
stood but has crafted some of the most 
creative, paradigm-shifting spaces. 
Zaha Hadid has been a proponent of 
this movement since the 1980s. The 
American design duo, Morphosis, 
have also been advocates. Current 
popular designers like Rem Koolhaas 
and Daniel Liebeskind use “broken” 
forms and “undefined” spaces to usher 
us into a whole new world of design 
via juxtaposed materials and experi- 
mentation with extremes, They didn't 
just find answers—they also redefined 
the questions. 

Like them, it is when we incite 
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| Exploring the art of deconstruction — 


A PLAY on diagonals and slices of light. 
The interior of the San Francisco 
Federal Building by American 
designers, Morphosis . 


shock and awe that the extraordinary 
casts an imprint on the end-user or ob- 
server. As designers, we try to carve 
spaces that create memorable experi- 
ences. 


Challenges familiar ideas 
Trregular surfaces and slicing lines 
that shift forms have generated 
changes in our emotions as well. In 
my personal encounters with decon- 
struction, I have always felt a disrup- 


? 


i 


tion in my usual train of thought. As it 
challenges my familiar ideas about 
space, order and regularity, it has also 
stirred deep emotions. When it affects 
me in a positive way, I know I've en- 
countered great design. 

For the creative working on 
spaces, deconstructivism has largely 
remained an unexplored arena for 
experimentation. Unlike the Mod- 
ernist Movement that has morphed 
and evolved into a rigid discipline, 
deconstructivism is in its infancy. As 
new technology in structural design, 
material and construction develops, 
designers and users can grow in this 
new paradigm of form and space. 

Like the seemingly broken, wild and 
unfinished impressions of deconstruc- 
tion, perhaps it is time to break 
ground, loosen up and fragment the 
defenses that hold back our creativity. 


*9 
XR 
Lr 


Lus] 


^ 


POLISH architect Daniel Li 


bbeskind created 


this deconstructivist interior at the Royal 


Ontario Museum. 
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at Portofino 


‘owners of Renoir and the rest 
of Portofino can yield to the 
elegance of _soon-to-open 
Fembrook Gardens. The 
8,000-sq-m Fembrook Gar- 
dens is a perfect venue for 
weddings and special events. 
This includes The Grand Con- 
servatory, a 100-foot high 
domelike structure with 
arched bridges, ponds filled 
with white swans, ducks and 
hundreds of Japanese kois, 
exotic plants, birds and stately 
fern trees. Truly, the breath- 
taking scene can serve as the 
perfect backdrop to celebrate 
life's most important mile- 
stones, 

Fernbrook Gardens has a 
porte cochere entry, fully ai 
conditioned and weather-re- 
sistant garden venues, con- 
necting reception venues of 
four function halls and one 
main hall overlooking a man- 
made lake, a basilica-inspired 
chapel, gondolas on a river 
that runs through the devel- 
opment, and ample parking 
space. 

‘Soon to serve Portofino res- 
idents is a Petron service sta- 
tion complete with lifestyle 
restaurants and specialty 
shops. 

Brittany is a maverick real 
estate developer of innovative 
and creative lifescapes. Its 
eclectic and vibrant portfolio 
includes Brittany Bay, Cross- 
Winds, Portofino, Georgia 
Club, The Islands, Mosaic at 
Greenbelt and Avant at The 
Fort. With masterplanned de- 
velopments steeped in charac- 
ter, stylistic and thematic ap- 
peal, rich architectural details 
and ‘excellent craftsmanship, 
it successfully and continu- 
ously reinvents the local real 
estate landscape, 


OYALI 


Renoir spells grandness of Italian living 


MASTER REAL ESTATE DEV- 3 "a n > 
eloper Brittany Corp., a 
proud member of Vista Land 
& Lifescapes Inc., the coun- 
try’s largest home builder, 
brings a slice of Old World 
Italy to Filipinos in the lush 
landscape and grandiose vil- 
las at Portofino, an expansive 
300-hectare property along 
the Las Pifias-Cavite-Laguna- 
Muntinlupa Link Road. 

In this sprawling Tuscan-in- 
spired development south of 
Manila, the space to live the 
life you desire is gloriously re- 
alized in The Masters Collec- 
tion, an enchanting Portofino 
enclave that splendidly rede- 
fines living large. The newly 
launched Renoir, one of six 
model homes is a stellar ex- 
ample. 


Luxury of space 

“The Renoir truly embodies Ets. 
the luxury of space. Here, you THE LIVING room is big enough to accommodate ir 
have generous room to create, 
move around, entertain and 
"build a beautiful life with your 
family When you live in a 
Renoir, you will realize how 
liberating and profoundly 
gratifying extra space can be,” 
said Jing Serrano, Vista Land 
president and chief executive 
officer. 

Renoit’s 323 square-meter 
floor area on a minimum lot 
area of 333 sq m easily accom- 
modates three lavishly roomy 
bedrooms. There are also 
three toilets and baths for 
greater convenience and a 
ques room on the ground 

joor should you want friends 
or relatives to sleep over. 

Because of Renoir’s effi- 
cient floor layout, interior de- 
signer Marion L. Coscoluella 
was able to maximize the 
space to its full potential. This 


gave way to a larger living 
room, dining room and 
kitchen, making them more 
conducive for entertaining 
guests or just hanging out 
with friends and family. There 
is also a bigger casita that can 
be easily converted into an ex- 
tra guest room or a home of- 
fice. 

High arched windows and a 
high-ceiling cupola along the 
stairwell—design elements 
that are unmistakably 
Coscoluella—bathe the 
Renoir in natural light, further 
enhancing its spacious and 
airy feel. 


range from 330 to 625 sq m. 
With its vibrant sun-drenched 
colors, tiled roofs and stone- 
dad façade, each home 
evokes Tuscan romance and 
sophistication. Signature fea- 
tures like the courtyards, 
cupolas and balconies are also 
magnified to fit the required 
scale. 

‘The homes under the Mas- 
ters Collection can be inte- 
grated within the entire 
Portofino development. For 
as long as the client has a lot 
within the Portofino devel- 
opment that meet the re- 
quired lot range, he or she 
can choose a Renoir or any of 
the homes included in the 
Masters Collection. Resi- 
dents of Portofino can enjoy 
the vast array of amenities to 
complement their enchanted 


Tuscan lifestyle. 

A prime example is The 
Monte di Portofino clubhouse, 
a grand display of form and 
function echoing plush Italian 
palazzos with amenities like a 
main ballroom, three function 
rooms, fully equipped gym, 
boardroom facilities, al fresco 
dining area, a luxurious lap 
pool and kiddie pool. Running 
through the property is the 
Portofino River Park which 
features a mini amphitheater, 
a scenic jogging trail and lush 
green spaces perfect for lazy 
sunny afternoons with friends. 
There are also basketball and 
tennis courts installed in the 
neighboring area. 


Perfect venue 
‘To complement their stylish 
urbane sensibilities, home- 


Greenfield building dream community in the South 


SOUTH OF MANILA, GREENFIELD DEVE- 
lopment Corp. has been spearheading the 
development of new communities geared 
toward providing urbanites a new haven. 
One of the country’s top property develop- 
ment companies, Greenfield has already 
successfully transformed the Calabarzon 
region into a bustling area with its retail 
and commercial projects. Known as Green- 
field City, each project within this prime lo- 
cation was carefully designed to exist in 
harmony with the natural surroundings. 

And now, Greenfield's vision for the South. 
comes full circle with the rise of Pramana. A 
residential park that promises to provide the 
‘comforts of suburban living in an emerging 
urban setting, Pramana is designed to com- 
pee the vision for Greenfield City—as a tru- 
ly master-planned, self-sufficient, environ- 
mentally-sound community. 

Situated in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, regarded as 
one of the country's fastest booming growth 
centers, Pramana lies right in the middle of 
the bustling south metro and scenic Tagaytay. 
‘This strategic placement gives this emerging 
urban location the ability to offer abundant 
lifestyle opportunities of city living amid the 
splendid, relaxed suburban setting. 


00% Elongation* 
100% Waterproof. 
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tat 3 coat-appication 


Grand interpretation 

The Masters Collection is 
truly a grand interpretation of 
Portofino’s opulent Italian 
theme. Renoirs floor areas 


through gardens and pocket parks, a quiet 
moment in gazebos or by ponds can be en- 
joyed while taking in the naturally spectacu- 
lar, yet tranquil, setting 

‘Also because of its choice setting, accessi- 
bility is achieved. Going to Makati and Ala- 
bang is a short, leisurely ride as Pramana is 
directly connected to three major road net- 
works: Mamplasan Interchange, Sta. Rosa 
Exit and the ABI-Greenfield Interchange. 


Elegant homes 

Imagine leaving one's place of work—be it 
in Makati or just within Greenfield City—and 
coming home to Pramana, where one can 
‘wash his/her cares away just by enjoying the 
view. Such a view is made even more enjoy- 
able, thanks to the elegant homes that, be- 
cause of its Asian-Modern architecture, allow 
the beauty of outdoor greenery to blend with 
the spacious indoors. 

These beautiful homes epitomize the 
melding of modem lifestyles with traditional 
elements—but still allows for residents’ per- 
sonal preferences to come through. 


Amenities 

Beyond the home, 
residents can enjoy a 
wealth of recreation- 
al options at the 
clubhouse. With its 
basketball — courts, 
swimming ^ pools 
playgrounds and 
other amenities, they 
can take in precious 
moments of bonding 
time with loved ones 
and friends. 


Pramana's beauty tranquility and accessi- 
bility are also matched by topnotch ameni- 
ties. The gated, fully landscaped community 
has state-of-the-art security, Wi-Fi connectivi- 
ty and other modern infrastructure for safety 
and convenience. 
With all these elements, Pramana promis- 
es to be a dream community coming true, a 
lace where one can truly live life in perfect. 
ony. 
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Agreat view 

By virtue of its location, Pramana, from the 
onset, has that one of the top things city 
dwellers look for in suburban communities: a 
great view. More than half of Pramana’s ini- 
tial phase of 22 hectares is dedicated to open 
spaces tree-lined roads, pocket parks and 
greeneries—all carefully designed to take full 
advantage of the area's natural beauty. 

Opportunities for rest and relaxation 
abound at Pramana, with its lush landscapes 
and greenery. A walk in tree-lined roads, 
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younger- 
| goes mainstream 


ZBy Charles E. Buban 


LASTIC SURGERY HAS 
long been viewed as an 
exclusive—and cost- 
.ly—medical procedure re- 
Served only for the rich and fa- 
«mous and in some cases, pa- 
«tients who have been compro- 
"mised by disease, accident or 
“disfigurement. 
2” Not anymore. 
i" These days, celebrities, politicians 
dind top executives share seats in wait- 
“hg rooms of plastic surgeons with 
Young professionals, newly graduates 
Jand even college students. 
"This is because even the most dra- 
matic and promising cosmetic surgery 
procedures have become much safer, 
“far less complicated and the fact that 
ients can now choose from a variety 
‘df options to suit their budget,” said Dr. 
Joel Nicdao, head surgeon of McGill 
_Xosmetic Surgery in Astoria Plaza Ho- 
“fel, Pasig Cit 


To hear and aw: 


„IT'S THE PERFECT SETUP FOR AN 

‘motional scene in any TV, movie or 
"feature film. One morning a parent 
"Will walk into the nursery to find his 
sleeping newborn isn't going to 
wake up again. 

No one knows what causes Sud- 
‘den Infant Disease Syndrome, bi 
BIDS is estimated to affect 1 in 
1,000 newborns worldwide. That 
Statistic means quite a few varia- 
tions of the scene play out each day 
somewhere. Newborns between the 
ages of 2 and 4 months seem more 

susceptible than others. 
"It would be more reassuring to 
tsay that there are certain signs par- 
vents should watch for to avoid 
SIDS, but the mysterious condition 
‘thas no detectable symptoms. 


vs. 
‘Proposed test 
fe, Researchers from the states of 
‘Washington and Rhode Island re- 
ently proposed a test to identify 
Zhewborns that might be more vul- 
"herable to SIDS than others. 
^' -In the July issue of the journal 
Early Human Development, a team 
aled by anesthesiologist Daniel 
“Rubens of Seattle's Children’s Hos- 
al and Regional Medical Center 
Suggested that giving newborns a 
hearing test could mean the differ- 
ence between a baby waking and 
staying eternally asleep. 


,, Rubens etal. start with the theory 


ÉE 


Textus your feedback inquirer hea name/agelciy/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


1e business of getting 


More trust 

He also added that there is now 
more trust on the part of the client con- 
sidering most of the country's top plas- 
tic surgeons are trained by some of the 
best in the world (in the case of Nic- 
dao, it's the McGill University's Le Cen- 
tré de Chirurgie Plastique et Esthe- 
tique de Montreal in Canada). 

"Moreover, the tools and the prod- 
ucts that we use here are also the same 
ones that countries in North America 
and Europe use so safety and effecti 
ness is assured,” the doctor said. 

No wonder specialized clinics like the 
McGill Cosmetic Surgery (www.mcgill- 
cosmeticsurgerycom) have an increas- 
ing number of foreign clients who want- 
ed to avail of a world-class quality treat- 
ment but at relatively low cost and with 
no or shorter waiting time. 

In fact, this segment of their clients 
has helped fuel an industry that in 
2006 alone, earned about $200 million 
(P8.83 billion). 


Most effective 
While facelift surgery is known to be 


t-lookino 


[om 


the most effective and permanent 
method of refreshing aging faces, it's 
also the most costly and invasive. ` 

Recently with the many technologi- 
cal advances in nonsurgical facial reju- 
venation and skin tightening, the con- 
cept of a nonsurgical facelift became a 
possibility, thus prompting those who 
are not yet ready for surgical correc- 
tion to head to a clinic to improve their 
unwanted facial appearance. 

“Aside from the very popular Botox, 
there are now other injectable fillers 
that are proving to be equally effec- 
tive,” he said. 

He is referring to antiageing therapies 
that include Hylaform and Aquamid. 

Hylaform gel is a new United States 


OH 
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Food and Drug Administration-ap- 
proved filler that when injected just 
below the surface of the skin would 
add volume and in the process 
smoothen unwanted lines and wrin- 
Kies. 

While Hylaform last for several 
months (and thus, needs to be fol- 
lowed up), Aquamid on the other hand 
offers a more permanent solution to 
deep facial lines, lips enhancement, re- 
placement of facial volume lost from 
age, getting a more prominent cheek- 
bones, chin and nose correction, as 
well as depressed scars and acne scars. 


See an expert 
Because most of these procedures 
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are extremely technique-dependent, 
Nicdao advised that one should see an 
expert. 

“It's true, plastic surgery can be cost- 
ly and prices can vary depending on 
what the client would like to improve 
or alter. But this doesn't mean that 
those in need should rush out to the 
cheapest facility they could find. This 
is dangerous and sometime fatal," he 
warned. 

Nicdao reminded that since it will be 
your face or body not to mention your 
hard-earned cash that is at stake, he or 
she should check the track record and 
reputation of the clinic, the doctor's 
credentials and perhaps more impor- 
tantly, its former clients. 


Poor body image 


DISCOVER 


x 
Massie Santos Ballon 


that hair cells in the inner ear play a. 
role in SIDS. Here's what they think 
happens: As the baby moves 
through the birth canal, blood pres- 
sure is constantly shifting, in part 
because the umbilical cord is being 
squeezed at varying intervals. This 
pressure change could make the 
veins of the inner ear burst, which 
could then cause blood to flood the 
cochlear and vestibular organs. 
These portions of the inner ear are 
where the delicate hair cells that 
process sound waves are located. 


More sustainable to SIDS 
Damaging the hair cells would 
cause a hearing problem, but previ- 
ous studies have also shown that 
the inner ear also plays a role in reg- 
ulating breathing. Rubens et al 
therefore hypothesized that new- 
borns with this inner ear condition 
might be more susceptible to SIDS. 
They tested this theory by com- 
paring the hearing screen results of 


ike 


of a control group born in the same 
area and within a few days of the in- 
fants. 

Hearing test results showed that 
the control group of infants all had 
good results. They also all tended to 
respond better to sounds on their 
right than on their left. In contrast, 
the infants who died of SIDS all re- 
sponded better to sounds on their 
left. The data also indicated that 
these infants had hearing loss in 
their right ears, and that certain fre- 
quencies were affected. 

‘The results suggest that diagnos- 
ing an increased risk of SIDS might 
not be based on what you see, but 
rather on what you don't hear. 
Rubens et al. caution that their 
work is only preliminary. Further 
studies need to be done to verify 
their data. If additional test results 
backup their hypothesis, Rubens et 
al. hope to have the hearing test 
become a required exam for all 
newborns. They also want to modi- 
fy the exam to include the range of 
frequencies that identified the 
SIDS infants during their own 
studies. 

Given the emotional trauma fam- 
ilies suffer from SIDS, it's worth 
keeping an ear out for further up- 
dates on Rubens et al.’s work. 


I USED TO THINK THAT ONLY 
wealthy women were dissatisfied with 
their weight. After all, my students who 
were mest conscious about their size 
tend to come from exclusive schools 
where looks and figures were prized. In 
the United States, women in the upper 
and middle-classes (especially TV and 
movie stars) were the most prone to 
anorexia, bulimia and other kinds of eat- 
ing disorders. 

However, a study led by Celeste C. Tan- 
choco of the Food and Nutrition Research 
Institute (FNRI) revealed that Pinays aged 
251037 years residing in poor urban areas 
were also not happy with their body im- 
age, and they were certainly more critical 
about themselves than older women. 

The study measured dietary intake, 
hemoglobin levels, obesiy using body 
mass index (BMI), waist circumference, 
waistto-hip ratio and social factors like 
age'and annual income. The study was 
done in Barangay Bagong Süang in 
Caloocan City. 


Happiness and wellness 

According to Maria Zorayda A. Torres 
of FNRI, “body image relates to how a per- 
son feels about her appearance based on 
self-observation and the reaction of oth- 
ers. A positive body image is part of a 
healthy mental attitude and is important 
to a person's happiness and wellness. A 
negative body image, however, con- 
tributes to poor self-esteem, feeling of im- 
perfection, and negative eating attitudes 
and behaviors which predispose a person 
to eating disorders.” 

Why do young Filipino women have a 
poor body image? They desire to be thin, 
especially during adolescence. Society 
does not view obese people kindly, and 
sometimes there is even discrimination 
among children in schools and adults in 
workplaces. 

Not surprisingly, the study also showed 
that women with higher income were un- 
happier about their bodies than those with 
lower incomes. Those with higher BMIs 
and higher hemoglobin levels were also 
more dissatisfied than their slimmer coun- 
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those with higher nutrient intakes were al- 
so unhappier. This might lead them to take 
drastic measures, such as fasting or ex- 
treme diets, to become thin. 

Torres concludes, "The researchers rec- 
ognize the need to further analyze other 
causes, including the influence of physical 
activity, media, and health practices. Since. 
the findings are limited to the C, D and E 
socio-economic classes, they also recom- 
mend that a similar study be done among 
the Aand B classes and among the youth." 


Vulnerable poor 

Ironically, according to another study, the 
2003 Food’ Consumption Survey, house- 
holds with the lowest income have the least 
per capita food intake per day, half of which 
come from cereals and starchy roots, the 
cheapest items to fit their budgets. In the 
highest income group, the consumption of 
cereal declines, but there was an increased 
intake of high-priced items like processed 
meats, milk and dairy products, bread, soft 
drinks, cooldes and pastries. 

The survey showed that people in the 
lowest income group have inadequate in- 
take of all nutrients (except niacin). Those. 
inthe highest income group have adequate 
intake of energy, protein, vitamin A, thi- 
amin and niacin. 

Mildred O. Guirindola of the FNRI says, 
“The study confirmed that economic fac- 
tors determine food intake and nutrition 
Vulnerable to undernutrition, the poor are 
those in the lowest income group and 
without permanent income, such as 
traders and related workers and farmers, 
forestry workers and fishermen.” 

For more information on these studies, 
call Mario V. Capanzana, FNRI director, at 
837.2071 local 2287, or e-mail at 
mar v cyahoo.com. You can access the 
FNRI website at wwwfnri.dost.govph. 


Dr. Conrado Dayrit: academician, clinician, researcher, a friend 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD. 


DR. CONRADO DAYRIT, ONE OF THE 
piles of , Phlippine cardiclgy 
eathed life into the research and clini- 
“el undertakings of many of his students. 
ith his valuable insights and fatherly 
concern, Last week, at the age of 88, he 
breathed his last, leaving behind a lega- 
cy of lifelong commitment and dedica- 
tion to not only treating patients but al- 
so healing them and finding new ways 
to improve their condition. 

Research was a passion which paral- 
leled his enthusiasm for clinical practice. 
He is recognized as the father of virgin 
coconut oil (VCO). He dedicated more 

; than half of his life discovering its many 

£ health benefits and convincing one and 
Zell, skeptics and halfbelievers, about 
d how it can preserve health and save lives 
* even those of HIV-AIDS patients. 

Dr. Dayrit was a professor emeritus of 
Pharmacology at the University of the 
Philippines College of Medicine, and 
was the author of over 200 scientific pa- 


pers in local and international journals. 
He was respected by his peers both here 
and abroad. 

Up to the time that he had to be con- 
fined to bed because of his illness two 
months ago, he was still a familiar figure 
making rounds at-the Victor Potenciano 
Medical Center, where he remained as 
medical director up to his death. With 
his ever cheerful disposition which 
didnt wane one bit 
since the first day met 
him, he had this un- 
canny ability to make 
everyone feel that there is never a bad 
day. There can only be bad ways of look- 
ing at things. 


Consoler 

Iremember when I was a medical res- 
ident in training at the Philippine Gener- 
al Hospital, he would be among the first 
ones who would console me when I got 
lambasted by the other consultants dur- 
ing medical conferences. “Cheer up,” he 
told me as he pat my shoulder after a 


MEDICAL FILES 


conference. “Your patient survived his 
heart attack and no medical journal in 
the world can refute you in how you 
managed him." I managed to smile, 
much like that from a wounded soldier 
given an uplifting boost by his emperor. 
As trainees, we would rotate under 
different consultants, and when I was 
under him, he noted during one of his 
rounds that I was too aggressive and un- 
conventional in manag- 
ing a young patient with 
complicated hyperten- 
sion. Instead of embar- 
rassing me in front of the other resi- 
dents, interns and the patient, he pulled 
me to one side of Ward 5 of the old PGH 
and explained to me the rationale of 
sticking to conventional guidelines of 
treatment. He saved me from embar- 
rassment, and fortunately the patient al- 
so survived despite my unconventional 
treatment. 
Dr Dayrit was one of the six founders 
of the Philippine Heart Association, the 
national organization for heart special- 


ists and one of the oldest and most pres- 
tigious medical organizations in the 
country. He served as its president from 
1957 to 1958. His term was part of the 
golden decade when the Filipino cardi- 
Glogists were considered the best in Asia 
and among the best in the world. 


Important advice 

Falso had the rare privilege to lead the 
PHA in 1993-1994. Being one of the 
youngest presidents it ever had, it didn’t 
help any thar the association had a lot of 
internal and external problems during 
my term. And so during the business 
meeting of our national convention, it 
was expected to have its fair share of de- 
bate and argumentation. Dr. Dayrit put 
his hands across my shoulder shortly be- 
fore the meeting, and told me: "You do 
what you have to do. You are our presi- 
dent.” 

‘The ensuing exchanges during the 
meeting was heated and almost reached 
parliamentary tumult. Fortunately, my 
‘more senior colleagues, deferred—per- 


haps not necessarily to my person—but 
to my position as president, as I gave ev- 
eryone a fair chance to be heard and pe- 
nalized a few whom I deemed out of or- 
der. 

1 don’t remember even thanking him. 
for that single important advice he gave 
me before that meeting: To do what I 
had to do and to have the boldness and 
confidence to do it. 

In his death bed, Dr. Dayrit followed 
this same advice he gave me before that 
crucial business meeting. He did what 
he felt he must do and had the boldness 
and spiritual confidence to do it. With a 
tube connecting him to a mechanical 
respirator which breathed for him, he 
signaled to son Manolet (former Health 
Secretary Manolet Dayrit) to take the 
tube out, and let him go in peace. With 
dignity. 

Dr. Dayrit may have breathed his 
last. But he will continue to breathe 
life to the many undertakings he has 
inspired and the many advocacies he 
has fought for. 
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The race 


By Art Villasanta 
Contributor 


HE PERFECT ENERGY 
source does indeed ex- 
ist. 

ts an energy source so safe that fu- 
sion plants using it can be built inside 
cities to provide electricity. It emits 
hardly any deadly radiation. 

Ies so efficient as a power source 
that just one million metric tons of 
this material will produce more than 
10 times the energy available from 
mining all the fossi fuels on 
Earth less the pollution. 

This perfect energy source is a gas 
called Helium-3 (He3). There's 
enough of this material available to 
meet the Earth's entire energy needs 
fora millennium. 

There’s only one problem. Its 
found only on the Moon. 

‘And it's fueling the Second Moon 
Race that pits the United States 
against a slew of competitors, the 
most notable of which is China. Other 
countries in the running are India, 
Russia and, surprisingly, Nigeria. 


China vs the US 

China is the US' main competitor in 
this Second Moon Race that appears 
to be fueled by those old geopolitical 
objectives called money and power. 

China is keen on mining He3 and 
other strategic moon resources such 
as water ice and titanium over the 
next 50 years. 

Its Moon program, the "Change 
Lunar Exploration Program (CLEP)," 
is essentially a grab for the economic 
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and military power only a lock on the 
Moon's resources can provide. 

China aims to become the Moon's 
first superpower. The United States’ 
moribund space program, however, 
seemed content to cling to the “Star 
Trek" mantra of boldly going where 
no man has gone before. 

That is, until President George 
Bush in 2004 announced a "New 
Course" for space exploration that 
urges the United States to gain a new 
foothold on the Moon, and to prepare 
for new journeys to other worlds, 
specifically Mars. 

The goal of the United States’ reen- 
ergized space program is to land 
‘Americans on the Moon before 2020. 

But with Bush and his Republicans 
on the way out in 2008, it remains a 

uestion whether the Democrats 
share the Republican's view of space 
as terrain to be conquered. 


In China’s crosshairs 

China, however, has the Moon 
firmly in its sights and appears intent 
on pulling out all the stops to secure 
this high ground in the coming strug- 
gle for the Moon's mineral wealth. 

A telling indicator of China's focus 
on the Moon as a strategic resource is 
the man placed in charge of CLER 
‘That man is Ouyang Ziyuan, a cosme 
chemist and geochemist and a prot 
nent expert in geological research 
and extraterrestrial materials. 

Unsurprisingly, he's a leading advo- 
cate of exploiting the Moon's re- 
sources such as He3, and the leading 
proponent of Chinese-manned mis- 
sions to the Moon and Mars. 

China aims to build permanent, 


manned bases on the Moon, a vital 
first step in exploiting lunar re- 
sources. China expects to land on the 
moon by about 2024. 

“The moon has become the focal 
point wherein future aerospace pow- 
ers contend for strategic resources,” 
said Luan Enjie, then vice minister of 
the Commission of Science, Technol- 
ogy and Industry for National De- 
fense, in 2003. 


Controlling levers of power 

He3 is among those strategic re- 
sources. Some scientists see He3 as 
“the perfect energy source.” 

Practically no natural deposits of 
He3 exist on Earth, however, but 
more than one million tons of He3 are 
believed to be found on the Moon. 
That's enough energy to power the 


world for thousands of years, esti- 
mate some scientists. 

The few hundred pounds of He3 
that do exist on Earth are mostly by- 
products of nuclear weapons mainte- 
nance. Apollo 11 astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin found 
He3 on the Moon in 1969. 

He3 is easily found in the lunar “re- 
golith" or lunar soil, and is extracted 
by heating the soil to 600 degrees 
Centigrade. About half the Moon's 
supplies of He3 are in the lunar 
“marias” or seas. 

He3 fusion energy is extremely po- 
tent, nonpolluting and produces al- 
most no radioactive by-products, as 
does the conventional nuclear technol- 
ogy used to produce electricity. It is, 
therefore, an ideal power source for 
spacecraft on long, interstellar trips. 


St. Luke’s Medical Center marks 104th year 


TO CELEBRATE THE 104TH AN- 
niversary of St. Luke's Medical Center, 
the hospital administration has lined 
up three symposiums during the 
weeklong celebration, which starts 
yir a flag-raising ceremony on Mon- 

" 

"Tagged "Quality Patient Care and 
Patient Safety: From Good to 
Great—Year 4," St. Luke's board of 
trustees chair Robert E Kuan and 
president and CEO Jose F G. Ledesma 
will lead the flag-raising ceremony 
‘which will be held on the grounds of 
St. Luke's Medical Center. 

This will be followed by the open- 
ing of the quality exhibits, which will 
be led by Dr. Alejandro Dizon, St. 
Luke's chief quality officer, along the 
second floor hallway of the main hos- 
pital building. The exhibit will show- 
case the performance improvement 
posters of the various divisions. 


First symposium 


The first of the three symposiums 
will also be held on Monday at the 
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among others. 


Did you know that some of the plan- 
ets do not have moons of their own 
while some have more than 10? Can 
you name them all? A bit hard, I know: 
So let me just give you an easier test. 


Unleash that astronomer in you! 


Check your knowledge by matching 
the planet on the left with the number 


of moon/sit has on the right. 


Planets 

1. Mercury 
2. Venus 
3. Earth 

4. Mars 

5. Jupiter 
6. Saturn. 
7. Uranus 
8. Neptune 


No. of moons 
32 
5)0 
c)18 
d)8 
91 
fo 
95 
h) 16 
at 


Bonus question: Which planet has a 
‘moon named Titan, and is the second 
largest in the solar system? 
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By Emman Cena 


ASTRONOMERS 
around the world voted to strip Pluto 
of its planet status, bringing the num- 
ber of planetary bodies down to eight. 
Pluto is now considered a "dwarf plan- 
et.” So, the solar system now consists 
of the sun, the eight planets and their 
moons, asteroids, comets and meteors 


Auditorium 1 of the Cathedral 
Heights Building Complex. Titled 
“Educating the Educators,” the sym- 
posium is targeted to medical associ- 
ates who are in charge of the hospi- 
tal's residency training program. 

“This will be an opportune time 
for us to look closely into our resi 
dency training programs consider- 
ing that we are preparing for the 
needs of St. Luke's Bonifacio Global 
City which will be operational by 
October 2009,” said Dr. Joven Cua- 
nang, St. Luke's senior vice presi- 
dent for medical affairs and medical 
director and the chair of the orga- 
nizing committee for the 104th an- 
niversary celebrations. 

Scheduled to speak during the 
two-day symposium are Dr. Anthony 
Arnold, chief of the Neuro-Ophthal- 
mology Division and Residency Pro- 
gram director of the Jules Stein Eye 
Institute, and Dr. Andrew Lee, pro- 
fessor of the Departments of Oph- 
thalmology, Neurology and Neuro- 
surgery of the University of Iowa 


Hospital & Clinics. 


Neuro-ophthalmology 

Doctors Arnold and Lee are also 
scheduled to speak during the neuro- 
ophthalmology symposium titled 
“Unraveling Neurologic Mysteries,” 
also at Auditorium 1. This will be held 
on Wednesday. 

Later that evening, St. Luke's will be 
hosting the annual St. Luke's Doctors 
Night at the Crowne Plaza Manila Gal- 
leria. The hospital will recognize St. 
Luke's top doctors, the best teachers as 
well as those who have given prestige 
to the hospital by speaking in interna- 
tional conferences. Presidents of vari- 
ous professional groups and chairper- 
sons of specialty groups will also be 
honored. 


Recognition day 

‘Thursday will see the consecration 
of St. Luke's board of trustees headed 
by its chair Mr. Kuan. There will be a 
Mass at the second floor conference 
room of the main hospital building. A 


Recognition Day program will follow 
this where exemplary and loyal em- 
ployees will be recognized. 

The blessing of the medical library 
and blessing and inauguration of the 
Angelo King Auditorium at the St. 
Luke's College of Medicine-William 
H. Quasha Memorial will kick off the 
festivities on Friday. 

In the afternoon, the Symposium 
on International Patient Safety Goals, 
the third symposium of the anniver- 
sary celebration, will be held at the 
second floor conference room. The 
awarding of the Quality Week win- 
ners will follow the symposium. 
Rounding off the day's activities is the 
Bingo Night, which will be held at the 
St. Luke's College of Medicine- 
William H. Quasha Memorial. 

The culminating activity of an- 
niversary week is the Family Day, 
which will be held at the gymnasium 
ofthe Trinity University of Asia. A day 
of fun-filled activities has been sched- 
wled for St. Luke's employees and 
their family. 


DBS surgery gives new life 


to Parkinson's disease patient 


JASMIN SAT QUIETLY NEAR HER  tremities, which she initially attributed 


husband inside the lobby of the Philip- 
pine Movement Disorder Surgery 
Center in San Juan. In two days, she 
was due for Deep Brain Stimulation 

tion on 
her hopes 


(DBS) surgery, a brain of 
which she had pinned 
and dreams for a normal life. 


tating. 


Very depressed 


the bathroom,” Jasmin confided. 


my family.” 


‘According to Jasmin, the first thing 
‘was stiffness in her ex- 


she noti 


à. 
rain Stimulation 
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surgery 


Nineteen years ago, Jasmin was 
diagnosed with Parkinson's disease 
which is characterized by tremors, 
rigidity and slowness of movement. 
She was just over 30 years old and a 
top level executive in a leading dairy 
corporation. The change was devas- 


“Iwas very depressed when found deep 
out that I have Parkinson's disease. I 
cannot even dress myself and had to 
be accompanied even when going to 


“I also got tired easily and cannot 
participate in normal activities with 


to exhaustion and rheumatism. Later, 
she developed tremor in her hands 
and upon consulting a doctor was told 
that she has Parkinson's disease. 
Brain lesioning 

“I wanted to have DBS surgery 
way back in 1998 but there was a 
very long patient waiting list in 
France. We then went to the United 
States but at that time DBS was not 
yet available and I instead under- 
‘went a brain lesioning procedure 
called pallidotomy,” she said. 

During pallidotomy, the neurosur- 
geon uses a long delicate probe to de- 
stroy a tiny part of the brain located 

in the cerebral hemisphere 
called the "globus pallidus internus." 

Life was normal for Jasmin for 
about a year after the pallidoromy. 
However, the tremors and rigidity 
eventually retumed. 


DBS surgery in RP 

Almost nine years after her first 
surgery, she learned from her sister, a 
pe eg 


neurologist, that a team of Filipino 
doctors will be conducting DBS 
surgery here in the Philippines. 

This was to be done by a team of 
Filipino doctors from the Philip- 
pine Movement (PhilMove) Disor- 
der Surgery Center in collabora- 
tion with a movement disorder 
surgery team from the University 
of Florida. The University of Flori- 
da team consisting of four doctors 
decided to go to the Philippines to 
share their expertise and help 
propagate the technology of DBS 
Surgery in the treatment of long 
standing Parkinson's disease. 

Jasmin immediately grabbed the 
opportunity and went to the 
PhilMove Surgery Center at Cardinal 
Santos Medical Center to have her 
DBS surgery. 

As early as one month after her 
DBS surgery, Jasmin was very happy 
with the results, Her motor symp- 
toms improved by 60 percent and her 
medication dose was reduced. 

DBS surgery involves the implan- 
tation of an electrode (thin flexible 
wire) into a small region deep into 
the brain. The electrode is connected 
to a pulse generator (pace maker) 
that is embedded underneath the 
skin of the chest. The pulse generator 
contains a battery that generates a 
high frequency electrical current 
which is delivered to the target area 
inthe brain. 

‘The process alleviates the patientis 
symptoms such as tremors, rigidity, 
slowness of movement or abnormal 
movements. 

Dr. Jose Aguilar, a neurosurgeon of 
the PhilMove Surgery Center said 
that DBS surgery could improve the 
symptoms and restore the function in 
up to 90 percent of patients with ad- 
vanced Parkinson's disease. 
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Guam couple 
finds best 
treatment in RP 


SHE SOUGHT TREATMENT FROM 
various US hospitals but found the best so- 
lution to her medical problem in the Philip- 
pines. 

“I thank God and St. Luke's Medical 
Center, Instead of being paralyzed for life, 
I shall be 
able to walk 
again in a 
couple of 
days,” said 
71-year-old 
Gloria B. Christine E 
Nelson, ít 
while rest- 
ing in her 
hospital bed. 


Successful operation 

The current commissioner of the Con- 
solidated Commission on Utilities and for- 
mer director of Education of Guam had 
successfully undergone lower lumbar 
spine surgery performed by noted ortho- 
pedic surgeon Mario Ver. For several years, 
Mrs. Nelson suffered from a degenerative 
spine condition (spondylolisthesis) that 
caused excruciating back pain, numbness 
and tingling sensation in her hips and legs. 
The symptoms worsened over time, aggra- 
vated by Mrs. Nelson's constant walking 
and standing for prolonged periods of 
time. 

“When I was admitted to St. Luke's, my 
face was bumpy all over, my left eye was 
almost closed, and the pain was unbear- 
able. Look at me now,” a smiling Mrs. Nel- 
son said. 

Since 2000, Mrs. Nelson had been con- 
sulting doctors from hospitals in Los Ange- 
les, Hawaii and Guam about her spine con- 
dition. However, doctors decided against 
surgery because her condition was “deli- 
cate and risky” One of het doctors in 
Hawaii who had the same condition ad- 
vised her to “better leave it untouched” 
and to “learn to live with the pain." 


God’s messenger 

A friend, "God's messenger” as Mrs. 
Nelson put it, recommended St. Luke's. 
“My husband and I wasted no time and 
immediately booked a flight to the Philip- 
pines.” 

Because of her advanced age, Mrs. Nel- 
son underwent pre-surgery X-ray and 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRD) at St. 
Luke's to ensure her safety and eligibility 
for the operation. The imaging procedures 
revealed that Mrs. Nelson's condition had 
deteriorated to the point that she was at 
serious risk of being paralyzed. 

Equipped with state-of-the-art technolo- 
gy, Dr, Ver and his team of nine specialists 
performed the highly delicate lower lum- 
bar spine surgery on Mrs. Nelson. “The 
smallest deflection would have made the 
operation a total disaster. Thus, we used a 
special surgical microscope, spinal cord 
monitoring, and cutting-edge nerve and 
muscle conduction tests to ensure surgical 
precision,” Dr. Ver explained. 

The operation was a complete success., 


Different kind of discipline : 

“St, Luke's and its doctors are fantastic. 
The nurses and staff exude a different kind 
of discipline not found anywhere else. The 
people here are warm and treat you like 
family. The Philippines is fortunate to have 
St. Luke's and its wonderful doctors and 
staff,” Mrs. Nelson said. “Thank you vety 
much, Dr. Ver, for your excellent surgical 
skills and genuine compassion.” 

Former Sen. Ted Nelson shares his wife's 
sentiments. “We've been to hospitals in 
Guam, Hawaii and the continental United 
States, but St: Luke's is incomparable.” | 

‘As soon as they got back to Guam, the 
couple hosted a thanksgiving potluck par- 
ty and shared the good news to their fami- 
ly, friends and community about St. Luke's 
and the Philippines. 

For feedback, please e-mail the Health- 
care Technology and Outcomes Informa- 
tion Bureau at inquire@htoib.com. 


MRS. Gloria Nelson and Dr. Mario Ver 
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Tariff on oil products to be reduced when fuel prices reach critical levels 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ÅN EFFORT TO MITIGATE THE IM- 

Jàct of escalating world oil prices on 
local pump prices—by reducing the 
tariff on fuel products—is almost 
complete, with only a few details still 
being ironed out. 

According to an industry source, 
whatis now being determined are the 
new "trigger points" for the imple- 
mentation of the tariff reduction. 


These trigger points represent the 
prices of oil in the international mar- 
ket at which the tariff level will be 
lowered from the existing 3 percent 
byincrements of 1 percentage point. 
“The draft implementing rules and 
regulations is basically complete,” the 
source said. "What the economic 
managers are still trying to work out 
is how much the trigger amounts 
should be. The scheme should be rev- 
enue-neutral to the government, so 
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they're trying to find a way to balance 
things, considering how strong the 
peso isagainst the dollar." 

The source further explained that 
rising world oil prices were actually 
beneficial to the government, in the 
sense that it would collect more from 
the oil firms in terms of taxes. 

However, the social impact would 
be great, as oil firms. would just pass 
on the added burden to consumers, 
the source said. 

This is why, as a mit 
gating measure, the coun- 
trys economic managers 
are again working on a 
tariffreduction scheme 
similar to what wasimple- 
mented from June to 
November last year to ar- 
rest the rise in local pump 
prices, the source added. 

EO 527 provides that 
the tariff on crude and re- 
fined petroleum products 
will be reduced by 1-per- 
centage-point increments 
when regional prices hit 
certain "trigger" amounts. 
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Best Place to Raise 


sin Quezon City that 


provides enriching experiences for your family 


El Jardin del Presidente 


In this '50s-inspired address, your children, 
come first. Executive studios to one-bedroom 
homes with crescent-shaped balconies enfold them 
in comfort. Whether they're relaxing or reading 
a favorite book. Fun times await them at the 
ground-level play area, too. Here, let them bond 
with friends at the swimming pools, landscaped. 
walkways or playground. On schooldays, your 
children get to their classes early with UP, Ateneo 
and Miriam College only minutes away. And your 
home is excellently located close to the metro's key 
destinations. The MRT-3 Quezon Avenue station. 
‘The Makati and Ortigas business districts. 
A variety of private and government offices, 
hospitals and malls. And the restaurant row of 
‘Tomas Morato. 

At El Jardin del Presidente, give your children 
a lifestyle close to quality learning and leisure. 


Come visit the Sales - 
‘Information Center at the site. 
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Under the implementing rules of the 
EO, the mandated 3-percent tariff will 
go down to 2 percent if the regional 
benchmark Dubai crude hits $66 a bar- 
rel. A similar cut will be made when 
diesel, based on the Mean of Platts Sin- 
gapore (MOPS) benchmark for fin- 
ished products, reaches $88 a barrel. 

These price levels should be sus- 
tained for two weeks to merit a tariff. 
reduction. 

The next trigger points, which will 
bring the tariff to 1 percent, are $75 a 
barrel for Dubai crude and still $88 a 
barrel for MOPS-based diesel. 

The import tariff will be scrapped al- 
together if Dubai crude hits $85 a barrel 
and MOPS-based diesel, $88 a barrel. 

Ramon Villavicencio, chair and chief 
executive of independent oil firm Fly- 
ing V said that while oil firms still had 
to recover between 50 centavos and P1 
aliter for gasoline, diesel and kerosene, 
more pump price increases could be 
averted if the government implements 
the tarif-reduction scheme. 

“We'll support that move of the 
government, should they push 
through with it,” Villavicencio said. 
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ov't irons out plan to arrest rising oil prices 


Megaworld 
sinks P1.5B in 
Iloilo venture 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—Megaworld Corp. will pour an 
initial investment of P1.5 billion into its newly 
acquired S4-hectare property, where the old 
lolo airport used to stand. 

Megaworld, which acquired the property 
in Mandurriao District for P1.2 billion, plans 
to build a business park here. 

"This is our first major investment outside. 
of Manila," said Kingson Sian of Megaworld 
Corp. during yesterday's turnover ceremony 
at the Sarabia Manor Hotel and Convention. 
Center. "This shows how much we are bullish 
and committed to Iloilo.” 

Sian said the oilo site comprised half the 
land area of Megaworld's other properties. 

Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Trefias said Mega- 
world’s project is the single biggest invest- 
ment in Iloilo City, 

“This is a historic turnover,” said Trefias. 
“We will build a new city within a city" 

Megaworld is known for developing 
high-end properties including residential 
and commercial projects. Among its 
biggest projects are the Empire East Land 
Holdings Inc. and Empire East Properties 
Inc. 

It was the only firm among prospective 
buyers that submitted a bid that met the P1.2- 
billion minimum price set by the government. 
for the property. 

Robinson's Lands had submitted a bid of 
P1.09 billion; Empire East, P701 million and 
SM Prime, P435.79 million. 

Megaworld plans to put up residential 
units; a hotel and convention center; com- 
mercial and retail stores; recreation centers 
and skills development facilities. 

Sian said they are optimistic that Iloilo 
would become among the world’s top busi- 
ness process outsourcing centers. 

Employment in call centers are expected to 
increase from the 200,000 workers in 2006 to 
amillion by 2010, said Sian. 

Key to the investment is the manpower 
supply that is expected to be fulfilled by the 
many colleges and universities in the city. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, who at- 
tended the turnover rites, said the Megaworld 
investment “shows that there is alot of poten- 
tial in lloilo.” 


DA unit scours 
Negros for coco 
plantations 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Biofuels Feedstock Group is reportedly eye- 
ing property in Negros that may be planted 
to coconut. 

According to the United Coconut Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, 93,659 hectares of 
vast unused or idle property on the island 
may be ideal for coconut plantations. 

Of the total, 59,666 hectares are in Ne- 
gros Occidental, while the remaining 
33,993 hectares are in Negros Oriental. 

The Biofuels Feedstock Group said the 
areas suitable for coconut could also be 
used for the propagation of oil palm. 

Both coconut oil and palm oil are used as 
feedstock for biodiesel production, the 
group added. 

Biodiesel produced from coconuts is 
called coco methyl ester or CME. 

Based on the group's conversion rates, if 
all these idle lands would be planted to co- 
conut, around 95,500 metric tons of copra 
would be produced for crushing into co- 
conut oil feedstock, 

Also, if the group's plan to use these idle 
areas pushes through, the additional prop- 
erty could help augment the country's co- 
conut production, which is expected to post 
adecline this year, asa result of the damage 
wrought by supertyphoons in the second 
semester of 2006. 

‘Some 365,000 hectares of coconut plan- 
tations in Bicol were wiped out by typhoons 
Milenyo, Reming and Senyang. 

The Philippine Coconut Authority sees a 
12-percent decline in coconut production 
to 2.1 million metric tons from last year's 
2.47 million metric tons. 

Meanwhile, a 27-percent decline in co- 
conut oil exports is also expected for 2007. 

In the first eight months of the year, ex- 
pors of major coconut products had 
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slipped by 28.4 percent to 1.01 million MT 
in copra terms, down from 1.41 million MT 
recorded in the same period last year. 
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liv Glutathione 
for tighter whiter skin that glows 
GREENHILLS Tel. 722-9123, 722-9810/ 0922 -A634 
JONDO Tel. 244 - 8714, 146888 | 0906. E 
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Live in your own home... 
at a price within your means. 


TERRASSA Amortization starts at 
ee RASSA P7,893* per month. 


www.camella.com.| 
ac ph * bank financing on Lara home. 
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READ BITUIN THE LINES. Claire Danes traveling light 


FREQUENT FLYER FILMS 


[| kz we HUMAN BECAUSE WE 
look at the stars, or do we look at 
the stars because we are human?" 

"That's the mobius-strip question that loops 
you in at the start of the supercharged fairy 
tale “Stardust,” the film based on the best- 
selling novel of pareng Neil Gaiman. Yet be- 
yond that navel-gazing query, the more 
thought-provoking question is, do the stars 
look back down at us? 

.-From that vantage point, perhaps those 

stars see more of our world than we know. 

Perhaps they would tell us just how tiny we 

are, in comparison to the universe whose 

vastness we can only attempt to fathom. Re- 
calling a line from Alain de Botton's The Art 
of Travel, “... to think that all along, hidden 
from our sight, our lives were this small: The 

‘world we live in but almost never see; the 

Way we must appear to the hawk and to the 

gods.” Maybe from that distance we'd see, 

like the stars peering down at us, that there 

‘Fe no lines drawn to separate us from each 

other. The only borders and walls that exist 

are constructed by our own imaginations 
and fears. 


Star, not so bright 
The wall in “Stardust” takes on a signifi- 
cant part as the stone perimeter around the 


STATUS QUOTE 


English town of, well, Wall. There is a small 
gap in the wall guarded by an aging sentinel. 
‘The townsfolk are forbidden to pass through 
the opening, and so they remain isolated 
from the outside world. One day, a curious 
Dunstan Thorn manages to sidestep the oc- 
togenarian guard and passes through the 
gap, which is actually a portal to the magical 
Xingdom of Faerie. He finds his way to an en- 
chanted market, where he meets a lady who 
leaves him spellbound with a kiss. Nine 
months later, back in the town of Wall, Dun- 
stan finds a basket with his baby son Tristan. 
Tristan Thorn (Charlie Cox) grows up to 
be a pleasant but rather awkward young 
man. He gets props for chivalry in my book 
though, for wining and wooing the town 
beauty Victoria (Sienna Miller) with an out- 
door champagne picnic (Til be damned, it 


movement 


BLUBBERS. 
eene Miller and 


even looked like Moët Chandon!) To prove 
his love for her, Tristan promises to retrieve a 
fallen star they had seen in the distance. And 
so, in the name of love, he ventures beyond 
the wall in search for the star. 

Yet this star was no lump of rock, as the 
limitations of reality would have obviously 
defined it. Beyond Wall, the fallen star is per- 
sonified as a svelte, silvery celestial being 
named Yvaine (Claire Danes). Make that a 
celestial being with a really bad case of PMS. 
Then again, you'd be cranky too if you were 
knocked off the sky by a giant ruby that was 
hurled to the heavens by the dying King of 
Stormhold (Peter o'Toole) to challenge his 
sons for the throne. 

Other conniving, murderous characters 
are after the same star. Among them, a fabu- 
lous wicked witch Lamia (Michelle Pfeiffer), 
who needs the heart of the star to regain her 
youthful appearance (see, these were the 
days way before Botox), and the remaining 
prince of Stormhold, Septimus (Mark 
Strong), who desires the ruby to forge his ti- 
Heas the next ruler of his kingdom. 


Spoiler alert 
Okay, so “Stardust” has its share of 


A star falls, 
and a lovesick 
chap crosses 
the line 
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character, except with an English accent. 
Plus there were some cringe-inducing lines 
("What do stars do? Shine!” Ngerr:) Still, t re- 
ally enjoyed “Stardust” for its nonstop ad- 
venturous romp that rekindled the wonder 
of fairy tales sans the “Shrek” formula of in 
serting fragments of modem pop culture 
that douse any suspension of disbelief. 

And then there's Robert de Niro, sprinkled 
with a rather fair share of fairy dust. Even if 
Tm still not 100% certain whether this was 
good gamble, to cast De Niro as the feared 
Captain Shakespeare and closeted drag 
queen, he was still a hoot in a hot pink feath 


flaws—Claire Danes seemed to be channel- 
ing her angstridden “My So-Called Life” 
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AGE AGAINST THE DYING OF THE LIGHT. 
Michelle Pfeiffer, wicked 


er boa. Was this a wink to the mascara-wear- 
ing ambisexual Captain Jack Sparrow of 
"The Pirates of the Caribbean"? 


Mind the gap. 

Of course, the book was so much more 
magical when I first read it many years 
ago— still prefer the art direction and set- 
ting in my head. Plus Yvaine in my imagina- 
tion was played by a really talented Kate 
Moss, except she'd be snorting all the star 
dust. What did strike me while watching this 
fairy tale on the big screen was something I 
didn't really catch in the book, perhaps be- 
cause it carries more meaning to me to- 
day—recognizing the Wall as a symbol for 
selFimposed limitations, as the refuge for 
those who'd rather languish in the comfort 
zone. Yet echoing a friend's sentiment, “the 
‘comfort zone is sooo overrated.” Once in a 
while, an individual dares to "break on 
through to the other side.” 

‘As in most of my beloved fairy tales, a step 
through the looking glass, a jump down the 
rabbit hole or a walk through the closet is a 
brave move out of the world you know. Ven- 
turing to an unfamiliar place awakens those 
potentialities within that remain dormant in 
the safety zone. There begins the transfo 
mation, as the change of environment neces- 
sitates a change of mindset, and a bigger 
horizon inevitably leads to greater perspec- 
tive. 

‘Whatever those metaphorical walls mean 
to you, I'l leave that to your personal navel- 
gazing. The bigger question is, what will pro- 
voke you to break through them? ‘Tristan 
Thorn busted out of the small town mentali- 
-t9 vfen he looked up and followed the light. 
Sometimes, we just need distance to see 
things much clearer, 
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orphans, the “December Boys," 

when they take a trip outside 
their orphanage to a spectacular 
coastline. Reminiscent of “Stand by 
Me,” this wonderful Australian film 
just tugs at the heartstrings, as it 
freezes an unforgettable summer in 
the lives of childhood friends. Daniel 
Radcliffe, who seems to really like 
taking these orphan roles, plays the 
eldest boy Maps, showing his versatil- 
ity as an actor even without the flying 
broomstick: In this exclusive inter- 
view, screenwriter Marc Rosenberg 
tells Super about the story writing 
process, and how his own childhood 


T HE WORLD OPENS UP TO four 


|| memory played a part of his creative 


history. 

‘What about the original story 
(by Michael Noonan) struck you 
most when you adapted the script? 


It was the theme of nostalgi 
Childhood memories leave indeli- 
ble marks in your life. 

Any personal childhood mem- 
ory that illustrates this? 

When I was a child, I got on a 
plane to attend my grandmother's 
funeral. For some reason I thought 
the plane's propeller was on fire, 
so I started screaming, “the plane's 
on fire!" My mother had to calm 
everyone and say, "he's just kid- 
ding!" In my mind, many years lat- 
er, I wondered if maybe I dreamt it 
all. It was my brother who told me 
(long after) that it actually hap- 
pened! That's the role of nostalgia, 
when you look back, there are 
events that seem bigger than life. 
You know they're important, that 
they'll play an important role in 
your history. Small things can hap- 


CLASS ACT, Daniel Radcliffe with 
screenwriter Marc Rosenberg 


pen that can change your life 
There was a very nostalgic feel 
to the film, as if it were a moving 
sepia photo. I think its setting 
played a big role. Where was it 


It was shot in Kangaroo island, 
in Adelaide. It was isolated, and 
very beautiful, perfect for filming. 
Ithad a dreamlike quality, showing 
one extreme to another. It was al- 
most a hostile environment. In the 
script, I wrote that there were, 
seagulls like pterodactyls. It was a 
place that only existed in their] 
imaginations. E 

What was it like working with 
Daniel Radcliffe? 

Like winning the lottery.] 
Daniel’s parents first read the 
script and they loved it. Daniel 
loved it, and so agreed to do the 
role. Daniel was incredibly sup- 
portive. He encouraged everybody 
and downplayed his celebrity. A 
writer never has it better. 

Tals Diaz 
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Metrobank Credit Card's 
Bag-A-Cruise 


Winning fantastic rewards is as easy as swiping your Metrobank Credit Card! 


When you shop with your Metrobank Credit Card: 


+ Instantly get a free limited edition stylish bag for a minimum of P10,000 
retail spend within one calendar month! To redeem your bag, visit 
the following Metrobank Credit Card booths: 


October 1-31,2007 
-Robinsons Galleria 
-Robinsons Ermita, Manila 


-Robinsons Cebu 


- Glorietta 
“Trinoma 


November 2 - December 31,2007 


+ Instantly qualify for a chance to win one of five luxury cruises, 
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with every P500 charged to your card! 


The more you shop, the more chances you get of winning the 
perfect getaway for you and your family! 
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Promo runs from October 1 to December 31,2007. / 
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PHILIPPINE DATE 


By Janine Cuenca-Dario 
and Stef Juan 


FEEL A TOUCH OF HEAVEN 
at one of the most awaited 
music events of the year, JOSH 
GROBAN: LIVE IN MANILA. The 
operatic pop superstar will 
make your heart soar as he 
sings his much-loved hits 
such as “You Raise Me Up,” 
“You Are Loved,” and “To 
Where You Are." The concert 
starts at 8 p. m. on Oct. 17 
and 18 at the PICC Plenary 


Hall, CCP Complex, Pasay City 
Call 891-9999. 


SEE just how you can combine 
philanthropy and your love for 
shopping on Oct. 19 and 20 at 
icanserve Foundation’s TICKLED 
PINK, a benefit bazaar at the 
Rockwell Tent Makati, 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Contact 687-3942, 
icanserve@yahoo.com or log 
on to www.icanserve.net. 


KEAR and EHPERIENCE 

the timelessness of Spanish pas- 

sion in the music of Luigi Boc- 
cherini ^ combined 
with Spanish classical 
ballet from the 18th 
century in the pro- 
duction of the Forma- 
ción de Cámara 
Almodis, MUSIC AND 
DANCE IN THE ROYAL 
COURT on Oct. 15, 
7:30 p.m. Call 526- 
1482 to 85 or visit 
manila.cervantes.es. 


STEP into the classic 
feel of Ipanema, 
Grendha, Rider and 
Dupe on Oct. 13 and 
14 at the Brazil-in- 


Spanish see-nema 


spired lounge area, complete 
with ambient Brazilian music at 
the SANDALIAS FESTIVAL at the 
Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Cen- 
ter. Call (0915) 995-1590 


TASTE and savor the classic 
Filipino comfort food at ABE, the 
restaurant dedicated to writer 
and artist Emilio Aguilar "Abe" 
Cruz. Enjoy their specialty Ca- 
pampangan dishes and feel 
right at home. Located on 1/L, 
Serendra, Bonifacio Global City, 


Taguig T: 856-0526 


WATCH the spanish 
film “De Profundis,” on 
the last weekend of Pelicula 
Película Pellkula film festival by Institu- 
to Cervantes. This beautiful 
“poem in motion" tells the 475 
story ofa woman waiting . 
for her beloved painte 
ina house in the middle 
of the sea. Shows today 
at Greenbelt 3, 2 p.m. 
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STORMIE 


of the world with graffiti, 


Stormie Mills thinks it's 
more important to raise 
emotional stakes than 
impress with color, 
Color, color 


began his career as proscribed 

visual artist, gaining reputa- 
tion for breaking the law—tag- 
ging walls, soaring over fences, 
and dashing down alleyways to 
grind his craft. Years, later, he’s 
asked to paint the cities of LA, 
Tokyo, Berlin and London, cer- 
tainly a big leap from his misd 
meanor-filled childhood 
days/daze: 

In preparation for the Olympics five 
years ago, he was sent to Greece to cre- 
ate large-scale murals across the coun- 
try. "It was fantastic," he beams like a 
13-year-old chap raring to use up hi 
first spray paint. “Td go home, take a 
shower, and paint wall: 

Arguably Australians most skill 
and most popular street artist, Stormi 
stormed the scene after a series 
monochromatic works depicting a pr 
foundly personal expression of the In 
man condition. The innately rich feel of 
his graffiti lent a unique lay: 
paintings, resulting to pi 
py creatures that ironically hurl vibes of 
goodness to the viewer. 

The night before he stirred Manila 
with an exceptional art demo called 
DekArt 2007 Philippines arran; 
revolutionarily kewl sneaker company 
Royal Elastics, Stormie Mills sat down 
with Super to talk about his story— 
failing art in high school to finding rea al 
beautyamidst the decay. 

How did it‘all begin? What drew 


|: 1984, STORMIE MILLS 


did was draw and paint s 
thing sortof evolved-from there. That 
single mindedness and focus on art did 
it forme: 

1 heard that you failed art in high 
school. 


THEBEAUTY/D2 


GlaxoSmithKline 


I worked hard to get to 
where | am today. 


I'm not about to let 
anything threaten that. 


(112005 Philppine Cancer Facts and Estimates p.12.) Natural History of Cervicovaginal papillomavirus infection in young women, N Engl JMed 1998:A longitudinal study of genital human paplomavirus 
infection in a cohort of closely followed adolescent women. infect Dis 2005; Human papillomavirus and cervical cancer - burden and assessment of cousalit.J Nar Cancer Inst Mongor 2003. (3) Sexual 
behavior, condom use, and human popitomaviras: pooled analysis of the IARC Human Papillomavirus Prevalence Surveys Cancer Epidemiology biomarkers and Prevention 2006; Cofactor in Human 
Papliomavines Corcinogeness-Roe of parity, oral contraceptives and Tobacco Smoking. Journal of the National Cancer institute Monographs 2003. 
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trying to do. Because when I started doing 
what I do, especially with grafft, it was very 
new. Like I wanted to do things with spray 
paint but there was no spray paint in school. 
People didn’t understand what spray paint 
was all about. They kept on giving me paint- 
brushes and I wasn't interested in that sort of 
stuff during that time. 

Did the environment that you had 
while growing up affect your art? 

As a kid, we were always moving, like from 
Australia to the UK. I remember being in India 
‘when I was 10 and freaking out about the des- 

perate poverty that was there. That gave me a 
lot of weird drawings. Underprivileged 
people—thar’s what I was seeing and 

that’s what I was drawing that time. 

Forme, that stuff has a lot of reso- 

nance now because Ii still talk- 

? ing about that in my paintings and 
drawings. Im stil talking about the 
net, Human condition. Damage on the 
DAL” "À outside or on the inside—that’s 


Your works seem to resonate 
a damaged sense of beauty. 

Yeah, I like that damaged 

sense of beauty. Its like that lit- 

£ de superhero in the dam truck, 

that sort of thing. The crooked 

smile, those little nuances of peo- 

ple—those little things that have 

happened to their lives that have 

beaten them down a little bit. But 

somewhere deep inside there's that lit 

tle superhero that keeps on getting back 

up. That to me, that tragic beauty, is the 

essence of the human character. That's 

the great thing about people, right? All 

kinds of people doing all kinds of stuff 
while battling iton. 


{ “HF, what Tm speaking about. 


From page DI 


How do you find beauty amidst the de- 
cay in the real world? ‘Cause sure it’s easy 
to see this in your art; but what about in 
everyday life? 

Tve been in the real world too often 
Qaughs). It's in everything, and in everybody. 
You just gotta look hard. You know, like when 
you meet a big guy with long hair and crazy 
eyes. Why is that person like that? Because 
he's made himself look appear bigger and 
stronger and more threatening. But theres 
gotta be a reason behind that. You don't just 
wake up one day and go, I wanna look like 
that. There's a process of evolution, things 
happen. Maybe he's protective, or maybe it's 
a suit of armor that he's created for himself 
that he wears continually. And I've seen this a 
Jot—Ive seen a guy whos like that. And Tve 
seen him in my city all the time. I've seen him 
wander around, where he sort of walks an- 
grily. And then one Sunday morning, I saw 
him with a child who must have been his 
daughter and he was a completely different. 
person. Like, his eyes were soft. The kid was 
smiling and then they were laughing. This 
guy' heavy suit of armor was gone. The little 
girl in his arms stripped it away. And that's 
what I'm trying to get at: with these draw- 
ings of weird, scary little people—under- 
neath all ofthat is a heart, a soul. 

Do you prefer to work with certain me- 
dia or devices? 

T like to draw with certain pens but I'm 
not fixated on those things. I guess I've ac- 
quired the mentality of creating whenever 
and wherever I can. If all I can find is a roll 
of paint and a paper then so be it. 

What about choosing your colors? 

Tuse black, white, gray and silver. Predom- 
inantly those are my colors of choice because 
I want to concentrate on the character, I want 


you to look at that, I don't want you to look at 
the pretty colors. You can have nice beautiful 
colors but sometimes the message gets lost 
in there. I think stripping down the 
essence of the person, who they really 
are, the core—that's what I'm trying to 

do. So keep it very basi 

What are your favorite creations? 

1 just had a solo show in May. I had 
about 27 pieces and I was really happy 
with all of those. It took me three to four 
years to build that body of work. I 
spent a lot of 
time cre- 
ating lay- 
erson things and I put in my work on top or 
in those layers. You know, like a scene on 
the street with cars and people and all 
that—that's what I'm trying to get on 
with my work, that sort of build-up oflay- 
ers that you can kind of scratch away at. 

What drives you to get out there and 
paint? 


The message. If I feel it’s important, then ` 


Ido it—you know, beef up the little guy. 
Which artists have influenced you? 
There's quite a few. A few years ago I met 

Futura—'ve always liked his art. I like the 

way he approaches things. We had a really 

good chat that time. That kind of resonated 
to my art. I also like the etchings of the Civil 

War, those black pretty ones. Those I really 

like. There are also some conceptual artists 
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that I like but their works don't influence 
my work. I simply respect their ideals and 
their core message—the core value of what 
they're trying to say. 

When did you willfully and fully take 
onthe role of being an artist? 

Probably about seven years ago. I was 
working for these people, doing really good 
things—organizing workshops and stuff for 
young people; but I wasn't very happy with 
"thé people I was working for. And some peo- 

^; ple'were stopping me—they didn't think I 

should be giving spray paint to kids. So I was 

d- kind of down and my friend Reggie came 

wer and he's a professional clown. And he 

said to me, what you should do is love what 

you do and do what you love, and don't wor- 

ty about the money—that will happen. That's 

+ it, pretty much after that I've been doing 
what he said. 


Do you have to access a certain place 
in yourself in order to create art? 

(Laughs) That's exactly what I do. I think 
about things a lot, I have one of these 
(Shows a hardbound sketchbook) that I al- 
ways carry everywhere with me where Pd 
scribble down ideas, and they eventually 
‘come out in the canvas or in the wall. 

The artist as a social being—talk about 
the process of seeing yourself in this sense. 

Being an artist for me—its all I got, its the 
only way that I've got to tell my story, to tell 
other people's stories, to get my message 
across. So its in a way my voice. If I don't 
have that, I've got nothing. So yeah, ive and. 
breathe and I spend all my time doing my art. 
Ies taken me around the world—it brings me 
here, and it has taken me to a lot of other 
places. For me its like, there are other means 
out there, but this, this is the most important. 
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Now, getting the best in life has never 
been easier with special discounts and , 
easy payment schemes on Electrolux | 
front load washers "and dryers: avail- 


Tt The’ cont 1. of 
control panel o able at all major. à 


_ each washer. features labeled. buttons 
and díals that help owners make every 
use a trouble-free experience. Custom- 
ized. wash programs ensure that differ- 
ent types of fabrics are protected and 
cleaned properly with just a simple 
touch of a button. Electrolux front load 
washers automatically adjust the time 
and water needed to make every wash 
hasslesfree..There "is even a Quick. 
Wash push button on all Electrolux front ~ 
load washing machines enabling users 


to wash clothes faster than normal. ká Bary home os 
e um | anslssilu 


Electrolux fror (load dovashing machiries 
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At Electrolux, consumer insights are 
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Front load washers are tested for dura- 


E mind. There are more and more reasons 
É for consumers to choose’ fioi load 

áshing machines over the old- 
‘fashioned top. load washing machines, 


jj-twist ‘clothes like top load washing 
iè "machines do. This ensures that different- 
I types of fabrics are cared for gently and 
RS efficiently without compromising clean- 


lux front load washing machines use 
‘only 10 to 16 liters of water per wash for 
| savings of 30% to 70% compared to 
load washing machines. This helps © 
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bility and have a longer machine life 
than top loaders. They aye made to be ! 
Guygble and dependatlé making sure | 
consumers „receive excellent | 
Gults and lastin&-sjrvice year after - 
year, wash after wast 

Electrolux front load washing maghings 
are elegafitiydesigned to fit die o- 

any home. Stylish and compact, these 
wishing machines are made tol 
enflánce any laundry area. Front load | 
washing machines and dryers can be ; 
stacked one of top of the other to save į 
space. while providing for every fabric 
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Twice the Phone 

For the James Bond in all of us, 
the My Phone T22 Duo offers you 
a chance to lead a double life by 
allowing the use of two SIM cards 
at the same time. This feature is 
fantastic for traveling abroad es- 
pecially when you want to lessen 
Or avoid expensive roaming 
charges. You can purchase a local 
SIM in the country youre in for 
outside calling and text messag- 
ing yet receive through your 
Philippine SIM and not be branded a snob 
Or too cheap to answer back! For those 
‘who want a wannabee PDA the phone has 
a 240x320 pixel touch screen which you 
can use with a stylus type instrument or 
your fingers if youre deft enough. Al- 
though using the phone may 

take some getting used to since 

there are two call buttons (you 

just have to remember which 

‘one applies to SIM 1 and SIM 2) 

itis relatively easy to use. There 

isa predictive text feature for 


messages, an MP3 and MP4 player 
plus a 2.0 megapixel CMOS 
camera for emergency shots if 
your digicam runs out of battery 
(or if you don't have a camera 
period) and you can download 
them immediately via USB or 
Bluetooth. An all around good 
buy since it retails for less than 
better known brands. Popular? 
Why not buy two local SIMs and 


SiMyourheart out double your barkada (or hide 
with the T22 Duo 


from one). For more information 
on My Phone log on to wwwmy- 
phone.com.ph 


Born To Be Wireless 

Sony Bluetooth recently celebrated the 
wireless lifestyle with LA's DJ Echo on deck 
at Embassy Superclub. As a souvenir from 
that supercharged night, 
we're giving away this 
Sony wireless headset. Tell 
us how you live the wire- 
sync less lifestyle and the best 
withme answer wins! E-mail us at 

super@inquirer.com.ph. 
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PHILIPPINE DATE 


$ | spanish indie rock group 


Interview by Katrina A. Holigores 
Special thanks to Instituto 
Cervantes de Manila. 


AILING FROM MADRID, MU- 

sicians Jorge Loran Martin 

Fabiani and Antonio J. Igle- 
sias Zurita form Dwomo, an indie 
folk rock band who describe them- 
selves as a "Cosmic Cocktail." Their 
sound is a moving mix of techno, 
rockand a little urban soul. Dwomo 
gives Super an exclusive interview 
on their music, their vibe and their 
upcoming trip to Manila this 
month. 

Q: How would you best de- 
Scribe your music and who or 
what are your influences? 

We call what we do "cosmic 
cocktail" because of the freedom 
we have in our creation, the way 
we mix up our musical ingredients, 
we do not limit ourselves to one 
specific genre, rather we find a 
sound, like a guiding light that is 
the closest to what we feel at that 
specific moment we compose. We 
create our music in the *now" 
based on what we're going through 
in that precise moment. When we 
perform in Manila we will be doing 


ilosop ph y 


the same thing, playing what we 
feel. We are like scientists, concoct- 
ing up something different each 
time. We have influences that stem 
from diverse forms, film sound- 
tracks, rock or punk bands, heavy 
metal, techno, dub, country and 
bossanova. How we feel about mu- 
sic on a creative level is a mission 
to attain a personal sound without 
limiting ourselves to just one type 
of influence 

Q: Have you been to the Philip- 
pines before? 

This will be our first time in the 
Philippines but we've been to Asia, 
we were in Beijing in 2006. We 
think the expression "Ultimos de 
Filipinas" as a metaphor for resis- 
tance is very moving and we like the 
names of the regions such as Luzon 
and Mindanao, it reminds us of a 
romantic pair such as Romeo and 
Juliet, but in Asia. We're looking 
forward to our visit, and we hope to 
return to Europe with original 
Philippine music. 

Q: What is your opinion of pre- 
sent day music? Do you think you 
belong to the MTV Generation? 

We're not of the MTV Generation, 
and we can definitely say there is a 
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huge choice out there, both good 
and bad with the music of today. 
There will always be new groups 
and new sounds and since accessi- 
bility to different vibes and grooves 
are much easier now and music is 
going through revolution. 

Q: What is the music scene like 
in Spain now? 

The Spanish music scene we view 
as a consolidation of ideas and 
sounds inherited through the indie 
movement of the '90s as well as 
people who dared to go against the 
norms of the conventional. There is 
Still mainstream music of course 
which stays safe with a few excep- 
tions. We view ourselves as more in- 
ternational and worldly. We want to 
spread a universal message that can 
be expressed in many languages, be 
it English, Spanish, Japanese, Latin, 
etc. It's for whoever wants to know 
our music and what we're trying to 
say It's an ongoing journey. 

Dwomo will be in Manila on Oct. 
27, 9 p.m. at the Instituto Cervantes 
de Manila. Admission is free. For 
more information on this event and 
other events for Spanish month fes- 
tivities log on to hetp://manila.cer- 
vantes.es 


There's nothing lke relaxing 
with a bottle of C2 Green Tea at 
the end of the day. It's brewed 
from natural green tea leaves 
that contain Ltheanine, 

a type of amino acid that helps 
relieve stress and anxiety — 

so you can keep living that 
cool and clean C? life! 


Live the cool and clean life by experiencing these activities that will 
rejuvenate your body, broaden your mind and nourish your sou 


Fico wat 


icon tar ls 


17 | Cemetery Tour ba 
at Wa 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2007 


By Wanggo Gallaga 


À NY FAN OF TELEVISION | 
pop culture knows that 
when the girls that are 

still in the running to be Ameri- 
ca's Next Top Model are down 
to 6 they are suddenly uproot- 
ed and are brought to some ex- 
otic foreign land. 

The competition has been ev- 
erywhere from Thailand to South 
Africa, London to Sydney, Bangkok to 
Barcelona and then some. Paris and 
Milan will always be a fashion Mecca 
but New York, London, Barcelona, 
Shanghai, Tokyo and even Singapore | 
can stand on their own and serve as 
proof that in every part of the globe, 
fashion is serious business. 

While our own local brands like 
Bench have begun to open in different 
countries abroad, foreign brands have 
made their way here and have man. 
aged to become style watchwords. 
‘This is no different in any other coun- 
uy 

Before the year ends, we will come 
to witness the arrival of Ambre in 
Manila. Ambre is Cambodian designer 
Romyda Keth's shop. Sophisticated 
and elegant, Romyda's designs ap- 
proaches fashion with a global per- 
spective. Romyda studied in Paris and 
this has come into her work. “I sup- 
pose a lot of the permanent influence 
Comes from the fact that Paris is a 
great hub of international trends 
therefore my creative style tends to re- 
flect this cosmopolitan lifestyle,” she 
says. She explains that she aims to be 
“cosmopolite and therefore reach out 
to different sorts of cultures. Some of 
the themes you will find in the present 
collection are drawn from Japanese, 
African as well as European influ- 
ences.” 


Global designs 
Culture never needed a visa to trav- 
el. Tt just has to catch the eye of some- 
one who commands attention and it 
will spread. The Japanese trend came 
about when pop culture heroes like 
Quentin Tarantino envisioned Gogo 
Yubari in “Kill Bil,” Gwen Stefani sung 
about Harajuku girls and even Madon- 
na wore a kimono for her video of 
“Nothing Really Matters.” Punctuated 
HAUTE/ES 


AMBRE is the color of your energy. 


Ali clothes by ROMYDA KETH/AMBRE 
Photography by DOC MARLON PECJO 
and MILO SOGUECO 

Makeup by MAY-ONE BAKUNAWA 
Hair by GEOFF SIMPSON of Salon Prive 
Modeled by CHAMPAGNE DE GUZMAN 
Shot in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Concept by DIDI DEE of Hiraya Gallery 
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| Landiinie Number & Desired Position 
‘Send to: 2327 (Globe Subscribers) 
09178902327 (Non-Globe Subscribers) 
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Astor Hotel 
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Hilton Cebu Resort & Spa 
Punta Engano, Mactan sland 
Zion 6015 Cebu. Phäippines 
etw Tel. 4927777 
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Garden Plaza, 
Hotel & Suites 
1030 Belen S Paco, Maniis 
MIS al 522-4095 
Fax 522.4840 


„Las Palmas Hotel Manila 

toi ie (616A Mabini Se, Malato, Manita 
Tel 521- 1000/ Fax 523-6917 
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„2 _ Mactan Island Resort 
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Ascott Makati 
i Gloriana 4, Ayala Concer 
I oT Makani Ciy, 1124 Pi 
so Tal. (83.2) 129-8066 Fax (632) 728-0000 
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Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
“soilki HY dla Conta Se, cor LP Leva St, 
VE? Sedo Vilage. 1227 Malt Cy. 
5688-6066 Fa 888-8655 


g, Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No. 104 Aguirre Se, Legaspi Vilage, 1229 
sosta, LA 

77 Tal 09-0005 Fac 812-7721 


‘te, Somerset Olympia, Makati 
dosi No. 7912, Mk Awe 1220 Mal Cy 
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The Bellevue Manila 
Noch Bridgeway, Northgate 
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Véeriront Cobu City Hotel & Casino 
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ig TEL (6332) 132 6a as (63392526880 
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Prince Plaza 
101 Dela Rosa St. 


BSA Mansion 
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‘Asian Mansion I 
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Garden Heights 
269E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave. 
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kog 


7835 Makati Ave. cor Edugue Se, 
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Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
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City Garden Suites 
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Crowne Plaza 
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Discovery Suites 
BADE ens Ora 

solo Center 
Taian 
War discoverysuttes comph 


Brand new taste 
at Polo Bistro 


FIRST-CLASS INTERNATIONAL LUXU- 
ry hotel Marco Polo Davao is bringing 
superb dining experience to an even 
higher level in its Polo Bistro at The 
Deck, now the city's most lavish setting 
to wine and dine. Polo Bistro is the city’s 
newest restaurant offering exciting fla- 
vors amid The Deck's relaxing sounds of 
cool pool water and the caress of fresh 
air, which carries the mouth-watering 
aroma of fresh grilled items and other 
exotic and refreshing treats. 

Start slow and light with salads like 
the Three-Bean Salad with Seared Ca- 
jun Spice Shrimp. 

Get cozy on cold nights with soup se- 
lections such as Cream of Spinach with 
Sweet Corn and Smoked Salmon. 

Some of the chef's recommendations 
for pasta, pizza and sandwiches include 


Ostrich and Spinach Lasagna, Pizza 
Napoli, Party-Sized Hero Sandwich with 
Salami, Mortadella, Coppa Ham and 
Edam Cheese. 

Enjoy the fisherman's catch in such 
luscious recipes as Atlantic Salmon 
Steak, Bay of Fundy Scallops, Tiger King 
Prawns, or choose to go extreme with 
delectable barbeque skewers, Australian 
Lamb Cutlets, Baby Back Pork Ribs, and 
US Angus prime beef cut tenderloin 
steak. 

Relish fruity delights in Jackfruit and 
Pandan Parfait, Mango and Coconut 
Cream Brulee, then have healthy drinks 
like Joint Juice, Banana Calmer, Snooz- 
ing Rabbit, Holiday, Apple Spritzer, and 
Popeye's Sundowner. 

For reservations, please call Polo 
Bistro at (082)221-0888 local 7952. 
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Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
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and Casino Manila 
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Legenda Hotel 
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Manila Pavilion 
ted Nacons Ave. cor. 
Mors Orosa Se Monia 
Tel 3261212 Fa: 526-2552. 
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The Malayan Plaza 


Zaga, Quantum Serviced Suites 


‘ADB Avenue cor: Opal Road 
rugas Canter Fang Ory 
t foc Q05S Fax 635-2369 
re guaneules com 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo de Roxas cor. Makati Ave. 


La Union Country Resort 
Horel, înc. 

Sela, Cry of San Ferrando. 
L Union Phi. 

TRL (0724425621 

Fax (072) 242-5631 
Wenetasscouneryresort com. 
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Oxford Suites 
Makati Hotel 


Parque Espana Alabang 

PEU Drive, Fest 
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Subic International Hotel 
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The Sulo Hotel 
Marine Road, Dirman, 
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Taal Vista Hotel 
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6,» WHITE ROCK HOTEL 
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Astoria Plaza's 


Halloopalooza 
ASTORIA PLAZA HAS 
a "Star Wars" Hal- 
loween party on Oct. 
28 at 2 p.m. These 
events for families 
with younger goblins 
might just do the trick 
and treat. For only 
P350 net per person 
adults and children of all ages can explore the galaxy far, far away. Prizes 
await kids who come in their best star wars costume and bring out the. 
Jedi in them. Astoria Plaza will treat kids to craft painting, games, trick or 
treats and snacks. Halloopalooza is made possible in cooperation with 
Enchanted Kingdom, Kraft and San Miguel. For ticket inquiries, call Café 
Astoria at 687-1111 or visit www.astoriaplaza.com. Astoria Plaza is locat- 
edat #15 J. Escriva Drive, Ortigas Business District, Pasig City. Astoria 
Plaza is managed with distinction by Genesis Hotels and Resorts Corp. 
Sushiya's Two for | promo 
BITE INTO THE CRAZY BEEF 

roll -- a salmon and cheese com- 
bination wrapped with thinly 

sliced beef and coated with bread- 
crumbs then deep-fried to perfec- 
tion. To complete the experience, 
dip it in dynamite mayo. This offer 
is valid from 2 to 6 p.m. VAT inclu- 
sive and no service charge. Not 
valid with other discounts and 
promos. Branches: T. Morato cor- 
ner Scout Castor, QC (372- 3721); 
Acropolis, Libis, QC (911-7748); 

12 Robinsons Galleria, Edsa QC 
(636-7085); L2 Robinsons Place 
Manila (524-8778); Lower Ground 
Floor, Building B, SM Mega Mall 
(631-9998); GF, Fiesta Strip, SM 


City Pampanga (045 961-4779); 
Market! Market! Fronting Seren- 
dra, The Fort, Taguig (889-3856); 
Westgate Alabang (771-1991). 


Anew taste adventure awaits you at Taco Bell 


TACO BELL IS UP FOR A NEW TASTE ADVENTURE FOR LUNCH, WITH 
its 9 exciting rice combo meals - Big Bell Value Menu. With nachos 
sprinkles and 12 oz drink value added for each meal, Taco Bell's Big Bell 
Value Menu has the Crunchy Taco, Double Decker Taco Supreme, Beef 
and Rice Fiesta Bowl, Pork Barbeque Burrito, 2 Tacos, % pound Beef 
and Potato Burrito, Grilled Pork Barbeque Burrito, Grande Soft Taco and 
the % pound Beef Combo Burrito. The Big Bell Value Menu is Taco Bell's 
commitment to providing customers with sensational tastes at an ev- 
eryday low price. Find awesome variety by adding any item to your reg- 
ular combo order. And while you're enjoying your Big Bell Value Menu, 
have fun with Taco Bells in-store promos and grab home some exclu- 
sive items and prices - all for one “Bell” of an excitement. Owned and 
operated solely by Philippine Pizza Inc, Taco Bell has branches in: 
ground floor of Gateway Mall along Roxas St., beside Araneta Colise- 
um; 3rd Level of Gateway Mall; and ground floor of SM South Mall. 

Taco Bell recently opened another branch in Trinoma. 


ASB Condotels staff participates in Caliraya 


Re-Creation Center’s teambuilding program 
CALIRAYA RE-CREATION CENTER, LUMBAN, LAGUNASS PREMIERE RE- 
sort, recently launched its highly dynamic teambuilding program with ASB 
 Condotels and Resort's sales and marketing teams as its first ever partici- 
pants. Caliraya Re-Creation Center's teambuilding program focuses on the 
‘over-all improvement of each member, maximizing their potential, and com- 
plementing their respective teams. The resort has assembled a competent 
group of facilitators that adjust every program to the specific needs of every. 
group. ASB Condotels and Resort's sales teams experienced first hand how 
each unique activity offered freewheeling discussions and choices that ulti- 
‘mately made the program lively and truly enriching. Caliraya Re-Creation Cen- 
ter’s teambuilding program is a must-ry experience for every company who 
wish to strengthen business and work relationships, increase employee effi- 
ciency, and have utmost fun at the same time. With the resort's multitude of 
facilities and scenic landscapes, no other teambuilding program in the coun- 
try offers positive enrichment and memorable moments that only Caliraya Re- 
Creation Center can offer. For inquiries and reservations, call (02)632-1010 lo- 
cals 264 and 272 or visit at www.asbgroup.com.ph or directly book through 
‘e-mail at reservations.condotels@asbgroup.com.ph. ASB Condotels and Re- 
sort is a division of the St Francis Square Group of Companies. 
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Waterfront launches new look on the Internet 
WATERFRONT PHILIPPINES INC (WPI), THE LARGEST FILIPINO 
owned and managed first class hotel chain in the country launched a 
new look on the Internet recently. With the increasing trends on online 
booking for hotels, Waterfront took a major step in managing its own 
back-end operations of its on-line booking system: The website is pow- 
ered by Micros Fidelio, the world's leading provider of enterprise appl 
cation for hospitality and retail industries worldwide. Waterfront is the 
first hotel chain in the country to manage its very own e-reservations, 
where all its database and back-end operations are being done in the 
Philippines, unlike other hotels where the on-line booking system are 
being sourced out in other countries. For quick and hassle-free reserva- 
tions in any Waterfront hotels, one may log on to www.waterfrontho- 
tels.com.ph or call 687-0888 or email msro@watefronthotels.net. 


North Park Greenhills moves to new location 
NORTH PARK ALONG WILSON ST. IN WEST GREENHILLS, TRANS- 
ferred to a new location, just a block away at P. Guevarra St. corner V. 
Cruz also in the City of San Juan. The 3-story building is an expertly 
built structure, adorned with modern interiors and functional furni- 
ture, its spacious dining areas can seat over 200 people at any one 
time. Its air-conditioned first and second floors are now open, making 
you feel - it never left it just became better. Surely you can continue to 
enjoy North Park dishes daily from 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. and very soon, Al 
Fresco dining will be offered at the 3rd floor, additional parking areas 
will also be available. Delivery at your doorstep is just a five-number 
dial away, dial 73737 and order from your home or office 


Starbucks gives green tea a modern twist 

IN ACAMPAIGN THAT. 

will run for the next two. 

months, Starbucks is. 

putting the spotlight on 

Blackberry Green Tea 

Frappuecino Blended 

Cream and Green Tea Lat- 

te. These special bever- 

ages were recently intro- 

duced to the media 

through an afternoon. 

Japenese tea-pouring ceremony highlighting the Japanese centuries-old tra- 
dition of grinding premium quality matcha (ground green tea leaves). Black- 
berry Green Tea Frappuccino Blended Cream has the same great flavor of 
Green Tea Frappuccino made with blackberry sauce and topped with more 
blackberry drizzle for a modern twist on green tea. Meanwhile, the Green Tea 
Latte is a fresh new way to experience green tea and milk at Starbucks. A de- 
licious blend of lightly sweetened matcha green tea, and fresh milk, it can be 
enjoyed hot or iced as a healthy alternative to regular tea beverages. It is in- 
teresting to know that Green Tea Latte contains as many antioxidants as an 
‘equal amount of orange juice making it a very healthy treat. 


Great food at Tropezz 

THE SOUS CHEF OF TROPEZZ RESTO. 

Bar is only 32 years old but has been in 

Jove with food for the past 12 years. His 

passion in food preparation is evident 

as seen in the careful thought that went. 

into the preparation of the deceptively 

simple Belly Mucho. A delectable, ex- 

tremely pleasing pork dish, it is mari- 

nated overnight before itis slow roasted DENNIS Villalobos, Tropezz chef 
for four hours to come up with the melt-in-your-mouth consistency that is 
not achieved by the usual restaurant short-cuts. Beyond the already unique 
and exquisitely prepared food available in the menu, Tropezz is able to gener- 
ate choice menus that would fit the occasion or event of the client. Offered 
for October are: the P199 Lunch Special for the corporate clients who wish 
to have a quick, reasonable priced but delicious meal for their staff meetings; 
the Oktoberfest Bar Menu and the Laffapalooza Jack TV Special Nachos. En- 
joy these and more while listening to the bands rocking the night away. 
‘Tropezz Resto Bar is located at the second level of Greenbelt 3, Makati City. 
Reservations can be made at tel. nos. 757-4484 and 757-4485. 


More than a child's b-day party at Tony Roma's 
TONY ROMA'S, THE CASUAL AMERICAN FAMILY RESTAURANT THAT IS 
world famous for its Baby Back Ribs offers more than just great ribs and 
other flame-grilled specialties. It is also an ideal place to host your child's 
birthday party where you can be assured of a fun-filled birthday with great 
food and exciting activities. With a minimum spending of P5,500, parents 
can look forward to a fantastic ‘Children’s Birthday Party’: invitation cards for 
your guests (up to 20 cards), party novelties for kids (up to 20 sets), games 
for kids - Tony Roma's kid friendly party host and hostess will organize fun 
and exciting games that your kids will enjoy. To book, simply give them 7 
days advance notice. Party timings are from Mondays to Saturdays with the 
following available time slots: 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.; 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. For more info contact: 757-1925/6 (Glorietta) or 771-1388 (Alabang). 


A family oriented Halloween at The Renaissance 
THE RENAISSANCE MAKATI CITY HOTEL, MANILA INVITES YOU TO A FUN 
Halloween holiday with the “Family Fun Tricks and Treats" special room pack- 
age, available from Oct. 31 to Nov. 4. Stay at a deluxe room for P4,099+++ 
{room only) and enjoy an array of discounts in products and services such 
as: a 20 percent discount on the Drink of the Month; 20 percent discount at all 
food and beverage outlets; 20 percent discount on massage services from the 
Marahai Spa; 10 percent discount on car hire services, and complimentary lo- 
cal calis. Children are given additional treats as loot bags full of candies and 
sweets are given when familles dine in the outlets, and if checked-in, a sur- 
prise will await them when they return to their rooms at night. A maximum ot 
‘two adults and two children aged 12 or below may stay in a room. The special 
discounted room package offer is valid only for local residents and foreigners. 
with a valid alien certificate of registration. For more info call 811-6888. 
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by the niche that worships Ani- 
me and Hayao Miyazaki being 
nominated and winning Acade- 
my Awards for his full iengthan- | 
imated features, Japan will al- 
ways be blamed for women 
wearing shortshort skirts or 
skimpy sailor outfits. Culture is 
a frequent flyer that never stays 
too long and sometimes arrives 
BEEN without warning. 

RS {do not think that my workis. 
specifically representative of 
any culture, be it Cambodian or 
other” Romyda expounds. 
“However there are specific 
styles that 1 frequently like to ex- 


plore again and again like the || [5 FUN-TASTIC 

embroideries and subtle designs Y 
of Asian style, the exuberance 

and gaiety of the Spanish/ D Ẹ z MA Q É E 


Latin, the sophistication and 8 A F 
timeless elegance of the Euro- = E OCTOBER 27, 2007 * 1PM 
pean as well as the vitality and B E ORAND ATRIUM (Lt: 


VEL 2) 
creativity of the African.” For p F : 5 
her latest collection, Romyda eves E 
had a fashion shoot in her : 


homeland where she has reset- 
tled since the early 90s. The jux- 
taposition of her design's global 
mix and mash of trends with an 
old mansion serving as a loca- 
tion, ridden with bullet holes 
and torn up since the Khmer 
Rouge, somehow makes the 
statement that beauty, or beauti- 
ful things, does not belong sole- 
ly to any one culture or race. 


Breaking boundaries 

Ambre is present in Paris, Sin- 
gapore, Tokyo, Ho Chi Minh 
City and soon, Manila. There is 
mo question that Romyda’s col- || E 
lections are glamorous and 3 BOW TO JOIN: 
stylish and most importantly for b E 
any designer selling in more || F + Open to kids from ages 1 to 12 years who come in 
than two continents, Romyda’s Halloween costume. 
designs are accessible. It joins 
the East and the West seamless- | E. ~ - » Registration of P350 is required. 
ly, a growing quality of the con- x : 
temporary that has become x " - Registration period starts on October 13, from 11:00 a.m. 
quite admirable. This idea that F sÍ to 6:00 p.m. at the Shangri-La Plaza Administration 
we are slowly becoming more Office at Level 5. 
and more open, that we are 
slowly breaking boundaries and - 1 - Only the first 225 registrants will be accommodated 


celebrating not just nationalities on a first-come, first-served basis. 
but being one people. 


Stand Up! Speak Out! 


THE WORLD will be celebrating Stand Up & Speak Out on Oct. 17 
to help eradicate poverty, injustice, and Inequality and to demand 
that the government keeps the promises they have made to their n i $7. 
people. 189 country heads committed in September 2000 at the . ade 
Millennium Summit to work together and build a safer, more pros- j E d 
perous and Equitable world for all by 2015. To participate in Stand > 
Up & Speak Out, take 2 minutes to recite the pledge at any time or 
place on the 17th of October and to record the moment for it to be 
counted with the rest of the world. To buy Stand Up & Speak Out 
materials and a copy of the pledge, and for more information on 
howto take a part in this world wide call for action, e-mail Central 
Projects Department, The Art of Living International Center, Ban- 
galore, standupaolunmc@gmall.com or visit the website at 
wwwstandagainstpoverty.org. 
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Kodak Congratulates the Big Winners of Print It. Show It. Promo! 


Over 500 Winners won Kodak prizes - including Kodak EasyShare digital cameras. 


- Kodak EasyShare V803 Winners: Lacson, Rubyiyn 
Calamba ly, Laguna * Manaran, Janalyn CDO « Var 
Daley Lyno ¢.Cainta, Rizal Kodak BR Photobook 
innere: Agra Bevor Malato, Manfa sAgrevanta, Lota 
Cebu Cly -aban, Cynthia Bulacan Aloyan, Leodovico 
M. Pangasinan = Avaroz, maida Q. Laguna » Apelido 
Norena M. Pangasinan « Bablua, Josephine Abueg 
Marking Cily «Balbi, Juvy Manila Gambia, Leste Mae 
tm Parafaque » Bangil, Ma. Boinda T. Batangas + 
Bau. Alvin S. Lubao, Pampanga «Bautista, Mylah V. SCC 
Pangasinan « Bontogon, Andrew Cavite » Caliares, 
Maria ‘au 
Casio, Kayo Bula 
Cayabyab, Mylyn San Juan Ciy «Ci 
Cy « Chavez, Roy N. Mania + Chu 
Gif» Chua, Michao! Manta » Cu, Christina L. Manila « 
De Guzman, Adelaida L- Bulacan «Do Guzman, Mario Fo 
Makati CI: Da Vila Libeih Batangas «Dela Calzada, 

Cruz, Graco Pangasinan « Diaz, 
"Dlmaunahan, Lolca O. Aizal + 


Gindtp, John Pau! Makati Giy « Gotngay, Ervin Rad H. 
Cavite > Grogorio, Imalda Bulacan » Hermida, Ma. 
Christina L. Markina «Hoan, Eleon Judith Anno A. Cebu 
liy -Kaung, Gaw Chi Mania «Lam, Evangeline Pasay 
ly Larong. Suzatt R. Cobu Cly"Lavendia, Marelo A, 
Queron Giy "Ling, Lourdes C. Pasig GIy «Lopez, Agnes 
T Pangasinan * Lu, Mark Danlat L. Paranaque Cily « 
Macalro, Jasmin Laguna «Mamangon, Cristino Caloocan 
Ciy "Manala, Evangelina F. Pasig Cty "Mandac, Josusa 
Canto * Manual, Ahur Batangas » Marim, Jonalano L. 
Pasig Ciy « Moina, Mary Vonn M. Pasig Clty - Nah, 
Shelia Lougene Bacolod Natividad, Monleallo Mandaue 
Cy = Obina, Juto Mandaluyong Giy « Olga, Lea Pasig 
Giy -Olinpa, oy Q. Pangasinan "Ong. Raia M Mexico, 
Pampanga » Onaleze, Maricar S. Meycuayan, Bulacan « 
Palo, Shela B. Cabuyao, Laguna + Penglnan, Rober 
San Juan City « Pasa, Michailo G. Batangas « Povido, 
"ennitr Makati City «Gulano, Licholl Grace C. Manila + 

. Rodelyn Aizal « Ramos, Olalia T. Marilao + 
Razon. Patrick Willam Pampanga * Regala, Troy 
Pampanga * Reyes, Eden San Juan City * Roys 
Enzabeth A. Antipolo City Rojo, eimire ©. Marikina City 
fora, Aledo San Juan Ciy «Sen Andres, Erika Lo 
FG Marikina City * Sandiquo, Gilda F. Quezon Cty + 
Santos, Geraldine L. Marikina City + Santos, Rhea Z. 
Bulacan « Simara, Maryoss D. Batangas « Soriano, Ma. 
Loan L. Pasay Ciy + Stowe, Marcel Canlubang Suzuki, 
Takeshi R. Cebu Ciy Tabusnos, Linda Rlzal Tan, Jonny 
Chan Mandaluyong City» Tan, Rosalna R. Quezon Cl + 
ous, deze Las Pas Gty « Toro, Malinda S. Caloocan 
City * Ùy, Emei Quoonlo C. Quezon Ciy Vesquer, Mary 
Soy S. Pasig Ciy = Vonturia, Arvea Quezon City Vora 
Cruz. Toocora P. Parañaque Cily * Viado, Edwin ©. Pasig 
Kodak SA Photobook Winners: Aguiar. David Cebu Cry 
Alcoy, Cheryimae V. Cobu City * Alegre, Lourdos Eloiza 
A Mania Alvarez, Suzanna San Juan Ciy Ang, Romeo 
B. Guadalupe, Cobu Cy» Aoyono, Catherine L. Baguio 
y + Autor, Jasmin H. Batangas « Balasbas, Donna- 
Cello G Cabu Giy » Baulista, Uberty Marcola Marikina 
Ciy - Baylon, Carmela N. Malabon City « Bosnes, 
Adelaida E. Pasig Ciy Bustamanta, Laami L. Sorsogon 
Ciy » Busilos, Emira ©. Pangasinan * Cabuhal, Mar 
Pauito S. Quezon Ciy + Cagalawan, Cesar Cebu Ciy + 
Caiwag, Regine G. Laguna » Caracol, Chery Bacolod 
Giy - Coton, Shella Cagayan * Ceñidoza, Virgo C. 
‘Mandaluyong Cty » Clemente, Catharina T. Pasay Ciy = 
Coloco, Florentin 
Parataguo Ciy 
Cubltan, Gragg Mactan, Lap 
May Cebu City «Do Gula, Desk Day A. Canta, za 
Do Jesus, Bernardo Jr. B. Baguio City « De Lune 
Romedios F Las Pifas Cty « Da Fivara, Cocila Diaz 
Manila «Dorasing. Ma. Sharon D. Makati Cy «Domingo, 
Vanessa F. Mandaluyong CI * Durano, Trini Banilad, 
Mandave Ciy Ethan, Elona T. Cabancalan, Mandaue 
Elanda, Angoita A. Batangas + Elgar, Crescencio G- 
Dasmariñas, Cavite » Erodlano, Lynn M. 
Pangasinan « Forrer, Aber N. San Carls, 
Fort, Trinidad A. Bonuan Catacdang, Dagupan Giy « 
Garcia, Adelaide S. Baguio Cly + Gonzales, Diadem 
Munoz, Nueva Ecija « Guanzon Clarissa Joyce C. 
Flordablanes, Pampanga «Hipcito, Erinda Caloocan CI 
"ieimasco. Jennifer Cabuyao, Laguna «imanez Jocelyn 
L Mania * Knoo, Kimbory ©. Quezon Ciy + Lanscl, 
Ruby Dasmariñas, Cavia «Local, Erika San Juan City * 
Lacan, Graco San Carlos Ciy, Pangasinan -Lobermang, 
‘Nia. Fomando Aitase, Lia Gly *Maceds, Emile Ched 
Bacayan, C. C. Magaoay, Lats P Poblacion, Muntinlupa 
City * Majarolon, Imelda Quezon City * Manayoba, 
Kennoth San Nicolas, Batnges* Mangussad, Erinda O: 
Pasig City * Manzanila, Rizza S. Calamba, Laguna + 
sigan, Boyat Mania » Mayeen, Marianne Melody 
Baguio Cily + Mojorto, Roxane Cebu City + Mercado, 
‘Cindy C. Taal, Batangas Mia, Haida Marikina + Molar, 
‘Soyesiyn L. Tayug. Pangasinan » Morals, Cocila S 
"Hondablanca, Pampanga *Natanauen John G: Calamba 
Ciy * Navarro, Rosoatio G. San Fabian, Pangasinan + 
Nivea, Terasa C Marina Ciy +Nolano, Soledad. Pasig 
City Octaviano, iy Clara Baguio Ciy «Oledan, Michael 
Paranaque » Ong, Racal Quezon Cily + Orato, Jocelyn 
Mandaluyong Cli * Orion, Mary Joan O. Pangasinan « 
Pacdiso, Ma. Rosalia P. Quezon Ciy « Pago, Joana 
Helono Caloocan City « Pajarilo, Raymond P. Pil, 
‘Camarines SursPapstto, Jay Mara Apas, C. C: Poras, 
| Melanio Mexico, Pampanga «Guiming, Angel D. Urdaneta, 
Pangasinan Ratas, Neli Mani « Filoraza, Leonora N. 
‘Aurora HI, Baguio Ciy « Rao, Antonio E. Binalonan, 
Pangasinan « Roxas, Maricel H- Quezon City» Rulz, 
Cinderela C. Marikina City «Salas, Rosa C. Malabon Ciy 
* Sandoval, Mark Rosol A. Manila Santiago, David Jr. 
Tanay, Aizal * Seo, Anna Cleoto Makati Cily + Soco, 
Ciarieso Mario Magallanes, Pangasinan + Soriano, Cel 
ila Road, O. C. Tad, Bamadane LTalamban, Cabu 
Ciy "Tamayo, Critola S. Paranaque Giy «Thal, Susan 
Manila + Torres, Erolyn N. Sta. Cruz, Laguna "Ursua, Liza 
‘San Carios Gly, Pangasinan + Úylangsu, Glennon Cebu 
Ciy + Valdez, Hanna Rosales, Pangasinan « Velasco, 
ulonne Sasmuan, Pampanga Var Marion O. Marikina 
TCi itera, Ria A. Calta, Aiza = Vitro, Antonio D. 
Tanza, Cavite » Whang, Jule Makati Cty Kodak AR 
Photobook Winners: Abelgas, Vanessa Consolacion, 
Cebu» Acto, derzüt Aprile O. Sarrat, locos Nora « 
Agoda, Shiela G. Alangian, Batangas City « Allajardo, 
Mariau M. Legaspi St C. C. "lora, Junalyn Q. Naga, 
Cebu Austan, Benedicto C, Mandaluyong Cty *Babasa, 
Maro! Caloocan City *Bangalisan, Maricar Dasmariñas, 
Canta» Banzon, Eimer Maxico, Pampanga » Baroni 
Arien Mambaing, Cebu Ciy « Basingat, Harry P. Bagu 
City Batario, Domingo Imus, Cavte «Bonlto, Analyn Gruz 
Norzagaray, Bulacan "lecocho, Marisa D. Tanauan Giy 
~ Boniogon, Andrew Dasmariñas, Cavito « Briones, Bly 
"Kiambe, Sarangan! Provinco » Buansucoso, Roy Bihan, 
Laguna -Bumeyet mmy Sagada, Mt. Provinoo«Cabbab, 
Martos Puntan, Bulacan » Calma, Cairina L Pasig City + 
Caringal, Rodrigo B. Mariao Bulacan « Caniano, Marcel 
B. San Carlos Cy, Pangasinan » Cara, Lon Myrallo S. 
Laoag City, locos Norta * Chan, Kerwin Quezon City « 
Chung. Ross Ann Makati City «Corto, Yul Pasay Ciy = 
Cruz, Amalina E. Guiguinto, Bulacan » Delgado, Ester. 
Parañaquo = Dellosa, dta Maa Davao Cly «Diamant 
domyr V. Purok 4 Upper, Cabu City » Domingo, Me 
"Gantvevo A. Laoag Ciy, locos Nora Edra, Zonaida B. 
Batac, locos Noria « Escalona, Mark Vincent T. Quezon 
City Espada, JoViyn C. Cabu Ciy Española, Celesta. 
T. Dal Rosario Ext, C. C. + Estolloso, Celorna S. Manta 
+ Farmando, ignacio S. Taguig CI +Fineya, Adonis Pasig 
{Giy’*Fulgur, Edgar Marikina Ciy + Gamboa, Migl Amir 
‘San Femando, Pampanga » Garces, Joseph Parafiaquo 
City «Garcia, Gultomo T. Makati Giy*Garca, Jenlr T. 
liocos Norta» Gonaralao, Rihal L. Ponce Capitol His 
C C. Gonzales, Roma Baguio Ciy «Gonzales, Zeny L- 
Gabu Oly Gulan, Jonnlar T. San Juan City » Horia, 
Yasu Bacoor «Hunar, Ma. Bota F. Hilside Bajada D.C. « 
Taj, Joana Macababe, Pampanga  Icaranom, Czarina. 
Angela Vitage Las Piñas « Jan, Ginio San Jose, Tacoban 
"latu Ceca B. Makato, Akan + Jung. Cha Min 
Pasay Cily + Kecuenco, Mary Gisal Caloocan City + 
Lagundino, Regino Pagudpud, locas Narto Lala, Robart 
C Lianga, Surigao Dol Sur  Lanila, Katharine S. Las 
Pinas City * Lanto, Marissa Aizal * Luzano, Manchu 
Moxico, Pampanga * Macaldo, Ma. Luisa S. Apalit, 
Pampanga -Macarat, Maloay P. Rama Avonuo Cebu Ciy 
Macasora Nilo Rasta G Ste. Margana, Westar Samar 
‘Magbanus, Aimee A. Mabolo, Cebu City «Magno, Giovin 
L Mapandan, Pangasinan + Mangana, Nonetn Bulacan = 
Manioloyo Ariane Lou Q. Naga Cebu « Mepangcol, Nea 
‘Quezon Ciy Marton, Parla Bingbing D. Batangas Ciy 
Mascarioh, Euanae Cabu Giy Mandoza, Remy Rose 
Quezon Ciy = Moe, ana Quezon Cty = Morata, Cheni 
P National gn School, Omas Gy» Nopomucano, Ese 
Labangon C. C. * Nogat, Mara Sol Burt Palo Loyi + 
raeo, Maria Catherine C. Taytay, Aizal « Paciico, 
Roxanne Pasay Ciy « Ponsotes, Pamela Guadalupe, 
Muatan Cay » Parena, Ma. Arcey Punta Engaño Lapu- 
apu City * Pestano, Zanaida S. Bantad, Mandaue Ciy = 
Pia. Toreso T. Taguig Ciy Pinada, ool Liza M. Se Rosa, 
Laguna = Gultow, Marita! B. Pasuquin, locos Norte + 
amos, Cathorn Sararayan, Naga Cly «Ramos, Mare 
Taytay, Riza- Rotor, Job L Ste Barbare Pangasinan 


Rivera, Mark Tandang Sora, Quezon City + Salvador, 
Malinda P. Paoay, locos Norta "Sanchez, Mary-Lavinlo 
8. Mayapa, Calamba Cily * Soares, Sybil T. San Juan 
Ciy *Fangonlo, Stophanio Anno Bagulo Cy «Soriano, 
Ma. Leah L. Pasay Clty » Subaldo, Jamnlaiy San Juan 
City "Tan, Emly, foedo City: Cobu Tgoy, Ma. Regina 
C. Cobu Cil * Valdez, Virginia C. Binangonan, Rizal 
ncia, Jonny S. Sta. Ria, Pampanga e Vreales Noo! 
ti Cou Ciy * Ving, Victoria C. Taguig Cly « Zamora, 
Fatty Mania Kodak 3R Photobook Winnore: Abchuei, 
Lydia Sico, BatangasCity » Agor, Maricon Laoag Cy. 
licas Norte » Agolo, Chla Sarat, locos Norte + Agra, 
Beverly Mania » Aqu, JI) San Juan, Metro Manta + 
Agustin, Ruby Rosa A. Plodip, locas Nort» Ala 
Homalt A. Novaliches Quezon City * Alegre, Lour 
Eloa A. Mania - Altaro, Ma. Cono G. Mariao, Bulac 
“Amazan, Eia ©. Pullan, Bulacan» Amoida, Bar 
5. San Padre Laguna + Amorto, Adrian Quozon GIy « 
Aitas, Graco O. Delgado St, lllo Cty « Alvarez, Mary 
Rose A. Lomony Batangas Andaya, Reynard A. Tagudin, 
Tocos Sur « Arizapa, Meholo Manla + Ava, Marita M. 
Makati City * Baraia, Mayca! Mandaluyong Giy «Bardon, 
Mariano st. Makati Ciy « Baroma, Minda B. Manila 
Bautista. Annalta Michal B. Bayumbong, Pangasin 
Bocina, Maria Kristina Cavite «Boas, Myra C. Mabalacal, 
Pampanga” Slscacho, Marcal F. Pozorrubio, Pangasinan 
Bohulano, Ram Kalbo, Aklan « Bonas, Jool Cario San 
Pedro, Laguna « Bombasl, Bal Taguig City» Bontogon, 
Androw Dasmarinas Cavite» Boro, Justina Pasay City 
Boni, Virgo G Makati City «Bravo, Josephine O. Mania 
‘Bruno, Josomario Parafaque «uan, Maria Dolores A. 
Lingayan, Pangasinan * Bugarin, Alvin F. Basist 
Pangasin 
Buiawe 
Bulbe, Siaphanio San Juan Ciy « Burco, Gomma Manila 
*Cabanban, Goralina San Juan, La Union «Cebanban, 
Valontina S. City of San Femando, La Union * Cabido, 
Nicolas G. Brgy. Suba, Cabu City + Cachuole, Ben 
Urdaneta City, Pangasinan «Cahininan, Nolo Pasay Cty 
*Galachan, Corazon A. Pazorublo, Pangasinan "Campo, 


‘Avsonia Makati Ciy « Canlas, Ma. Cristina M. Santo, 
Quezon City” Carrera, Lto M. San Fabian, Pangasinan « 
Gasola, Sarah Jessica B. La Trinidad, Benguot Chun, 
Anna Liza C. Makati Ciy Chua, Cony Mare Pasay City 
“Chua, Sharisoo Cebu Cily « Co, Joanne Pasay City « 
Cuevas, Barmadatto S. Makati Cy « Cugal, Mamy Joy 
‘Baguio Ciy" Dalpog, Rogelio N. Quezon Cl + Dallaso, 
Ficardo M. Caloocan Ciy «Damusloe, Coclo Baguio Ciy 
"Dali, Blangu T. Paranaque Cl «De Guzman, Mary 
Anne Joy S. Lngayen, Pangasinan «Do Guzman, Robert 
Banawa, Quezon City «Da Guzman, Rosala A. Basista, 
Pangasinan * De Leon, Myra B. Taytay, Aizal «Do Luna, 
Sheryl S. San Carios City, Pangasinan + Dela Cruz, 
Jessica Manin Dola Torre, Luisito Cabu City +Dspasusl, 
Luz V. Poco, Makati Gly Dosamo, Shiela D, Dumangas, 
olio « Dovanadera, Irono Muntinlupa Ciy + Diaz, Loma 
i Ugaya B. Moycauayan, Bulacan « 
li 
Ann M, Mariso, Bulacan + Domingo, Rolando T. Manta + 
Dorm, Carios R. Tugatog, Matabon » Duque, Ellen 
Baguio Oly « Dy, Eid M. Traco Marirez Ciy, Cavila « 
Edgo, Loonora P. Pasay City «Elona, Mark Vincent T. 
‘Quezon Cty Endaye, Marlou C. Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
* Escano, Cathy Mariposa St, Quezon Clty» Escutn, 
| M. Cabuyao, 
y Cly Fernand, 
Marica! T. Manila » Gamboa, Ma. Socorro E. Pasay Cty 
Golua, Bot Quezon City * Goreme, Ellzaboth T. Makati 
Cl "Gigante, Trish Vanessa Makati City Go, Jonard 
Quezon City * Go, Julo Mandaluyong Cily » Go, Ramon 
Bulacan  Gonzaloo, Jhoana Cristina C. Dagupan City. 
Pangasinan + Gungon, Lalani G. Malabon Cily « Haw, 
Leanne Quezon City Herrera, Aima Rose T. Las Pitas « 
Higashi, Mamoll Marikina 
Guimaras 
Janice Gale P. Mingianila, Cobu Gly» Kimpo, 
Kaloo Awan » Lagiona, Loah Roso C. Las Pitas Cy 
Laguimay, ene Tagulg Ciy « Lala, Robon G. Langa, 
‘Surigao Bol Sur Lamson, Jeeralina M. San Juan Cl * 
Lansang, Dorothy Joy Cainta, Rizal” Larong, Suzette R. 


colorful. 


EasyShare M883 


Zoom Digital Camera 


It’s not a dream. The new Kodak EasyShare zoom digital 
camera is as real as you are. Its sleek and stylish all-metal 
body fits snugly in your hand. Plus, with the face detection 
technology, your favorite faces will be in focus and naturally 
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-7.0 megapixels 
- 3X optical zoom 
-25" LCD Screen 


P 12,995 


ysgar 


amem: 


Kodak EasyShare M753 


- High ISO (up to 1250) 
- HD Still Capture 
- Digital Image Stabilization 


Pay only P 1,082.92 / mo. * 


Mambaling, Cebu City «Lawagan, Juliet T. Bagulo Cl 
1 
chang, Jorryl C. Baguio City * 
Macatangay, Amio Makati Cty » Magno, Nostl Rao 
M. Manila -Manapeal, Boley L, Guadalupe, Cabu Clty 
"Wanlacup. Marion Mexico, Pampanga * Masonsong, 
Joso orato C. Makati Cly« Mata, Fo Q. San Juan 
City + Mayaon, Marianne Molody Asin Road, Baguio 
City « Mayo, Dennis G. San Carlos City, Pangasinan + 
Mendez, Vivionno Tiempo Quazon City « Mendoza, 
Anabell P. Badoc, locos Norte * Mendoza, Danilo 
Pasay City * Mendoza, Edwin Calaca, Bataan + 
Mondoza, Randolf C. Cala, Aizal «Marilos, Ginalyn 
P. Pangasinan «Millan, Papio G. Makati liy « Miro, 
Alvin E: Cobu Clty + Misah, Shaymca Taguig Clly + 
Maesoy, Olivia Baguio Cli » Molina, Mayin S. San 
Pedro, Laguna + Montaner. Josefina L. Makati Cly © 
Montelibano, Bernanrd Mandaluyong City * Nabong. 
Ma. Carmela S. Tarlac ily * Namolngo, Elsie D. Mi 
Province "Nancy, Elma C. Cebu Ci Mol 
Makati * Navales. Raness B. Caloocan City» Nol 
Shoona M. Cabu City Nicdao, Marinette S. Paranaque 
Ciy - Oblina, Lea M. Antipolo Cily « Onag, Mary Joan 
Caloocan Clly Ong, Gaolfray C. Baguio Cty «riz, 
Mita M. Baguio City + Ortiz, Renato Makati Cliy = 
L lado, Mia Pil locos 
gulo City » Palomo, 
ily» Pascua, Rodrigo C. Urdanota 
City, Pangasinan Allene S. Asingan, 
Pangasinan + Plcono 
Batangas + Pimado, Eiran Quezon City * Pineda, Joal 
Liza M. Sta, Rosa, Laguna » Placido, Marjorie D. 
Bacolod City + Pragadas, Relly Mania Punay. Maria 
Carmina S. Makati City * Quijano, Ardon C. Signal 
A. Grace Park 


Ramos, Alma V. Alabang « Ravasco, Marla Corazon 
P. Makati City» Raz, Maria Coca V. Bulacan, Bulacan 
* Redote, Flordeliza J. Dasmariñas, Cavite * 
Reyes, Janeth T. Carangalan Dist. Dagupan City 


3" LCD Screen 


P 16,995 
Pay only P 1,416.25 / mo. * 


KodakEasyShareM853 


- High ISO (up to 1250) 
- HD Still Capture. 
- Digital Image Stabilization 


- 8.2 megapixels. 
- 3X optical zoom 
-25" LCD Screen 


P 14,995 


Pay only P 1,249.58 / mo. * 


Uo ——— 
sm SPEC ASE 


Participating Stores: Abenson, Accent Micro, Ambassador, Anson's, Automatic Center, Camerahaus, Colours Photo, Complink, Electroworld, Kameraworld, Octagon, 
Silicon Valley, SM Appliance, Viliman, Western Appliance and other participating photo, IT and appliance stores. 


Visit the BPI Madness Roadshow from September 28 to October 16, 2007 at the Glorietta Acti 


and get the best deals on these cameras! 


7 Roman, Norland C. Pasay City 

'AzizaParañaqua City « 
Roque, Eilta M. Marikina Cily * Ross, 
Kristina O. Kalibo, Aklan * Rowan, Maria 
Salvi S. Banga, Aklan  Ruaya, Glibert P. 
Dasmarinas Cavite » Ruiz, Jennifer R. 
Mandaluyong Clty * Sales, Vanus Cloole. 
3. Makati City + Samac 


Bulacan ^ Santos, Ma. Olivia L. Herzoskos 
Village, Quezon City + Santos, Loah 
Pullan, Bulacan » Sarmionto, Rhodora E. 
‘Agoncllo, Batangas « Solante, Ludimarie 
G^ Cobu City + Sorosoro, Rosemarie H. 
Pasong Camachila, Gonaral Trlas * Soy, 
Mariam U. Boquig. Dagupan City « Tan, 
‘Adrianne Thoa Bacoor, Cavite «Tan, Elmer 
De Makati » Tan, Roy Christhan C. Manila 
* Tinoy, Rizalina R. Caloocan Clly » Tio, 
Vivian Makati City «Tolentino, Milo Michael 
8. Angono, Aizal * Torio, Melinda S- 
Caloocan City + Torres, Allrado M. Manila 
" Uy, Debbie Sta. Barba 
Valdez, Roderick P. Villaviclo 

Joy L. Muntinlupa City «Valero, Ma. 

S. Malabon » Valano, Ar 

Charly R. Sta. Maria, Bulacan « Vil 
Leonard Aida Buhangin, Davao Clty * 
Viarama, Ma. Emila Laura M. Makati City 
= Vira, Jocel P. Solsona, locos Norte « 
Yamoyam, Liza L. Baguio Clty 


Winners of this promo will be notified 


by registered mail. For further 
inquiries, call 810-0334. 


Kodak 


Ina SEA ETE 


ty Center 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2007 


JOHANSSON. Work experience over sex appeal. 


from ‘Desperate 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Website: www.inquirernet/entertainment 


E Lessons learned 


Housewives’ slur /G3 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


DAW Special 


Editor Nestor U. Torre e Assistant Editor Rito P. Asilo 


Textus your feedba, 


quirer sat name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


E-mail: pr_saturday_special@inquirercom.ph 


Enjoy 0%* at 4, 8, 14 months 


Enjoy 0% interest on longer installment payments of up to 4, 8 and 14 
months on a great selection of appliances, computers and gadgets 
exclusively in all Abenson, Avant, Electroworld and Home Plus branches. 


HSBC instalment Plan Torms and Conditions apply- 


E 


iia: 


‘only Te Hs d gia Bang Coron Linie 


A| Wholesome, hard-working | 


comers top ‘hottest stars’ survey 


LOS ANGELES—WHO NEEDS SEXY? 
In Hollywood these days, it is fast be- 
coming apparent that wholesome and 
hard-working are truly whats "hot." 

AOfs film-oriented website, 
Moviefone, recently unveiled a 
of the 25 hottest movie stars under 
25 years old, as picked by industry 
executives who valued work experi- 
ence and future prospects over sex 
appeal and celebrity. 

Listen up, Lindsay Lohan wannabes: 
Ithelped if you stayed out of trouble! 


The list includes the popular stars 
the summer movie musical, 

lairspray" Zac Efron and Elijah 
Kelley, and Oscar-nominated ac- 
tress Keira Knightley. 
List 

‘There are well-known stars like 
Scarlett Johansson and up-and- 
comers such as Ellen Page. “Super- 
bad's" super geeks, Michael Cera 
and Jonah Hill, also made the lst. 

“We were trying to come up with a 


list that was fairly balanced, and fea- 
tured people leading the charge,” ex- 
plained Scott Robson, editor in chief of 
Moviefone. “What I really like is, how 
diverse. it is, with a wide range of 
young talent—not justhot teen stars.” 
Robson said Moviefone spoke with 
numerous Hollywood executives to 
create a broad list of talent, then nar- 
rowed the judges to a panel including 
actor Michael Douglas, director Jason 
Reitman ("Thank You for Smoking") 
WHOLESOME F4 


EFRON. Clean living pays off 


melon myth 


"With Sun, 60% of our ARET: s disappear like magic! 
My savings from Sun allow me to add more phones for my growing business." 
Dr. Alan Escalona, President & CEO, Fruit Magic 


Fruit Magic brings together Dr. Alan Escalona's two passions—health and 
business. Serving only fresh, delicious and all-natural drinks, the store was 
an immediate hit when it was first opened in 1999. Now, this start-up is 
rapidly growing to over 70 stores nationwide with Sun keeping them 
all connected. 

"During the early years of our business, we only had a few lines but it was 
costing us a lot," says Dr. Escalona. "Then we switched to Sun and the 
savings | gained allowed us to triple the number of lines we originally had." 


Every year, Sun plows in P11 billion to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. 


Since switching to Sun, Dr: Escalona has continued to purchase more 1 
Sun lines for Fruit Magic employees for easier and faster coordination with. à 


other stores. 


€——À 


fa 
ROA 
at 


"We can contact anyone at anytime and relay directions without any j 
miscommunication,” adds Dr. Escalona. "I was so impressed by the | 
services of Sun that | advised all our fruit 

and material suppliers, franchisees and 

even my driver to get a Sun line!” 


CELLULAR 


vwwusuncelulrcom ph Hotline: 395-8000 
Better network, better value. 


Come to the Greenhills Sessionistas and show your support as your favorite 
college bands jam with some of the country's hottest acts! 

G-Strip Parking Area 

The Launch Party on Oct. 19 featuring Julianne, Sinosikat? & Freestyle 

Jam Sessions on Oct. 28 with Julianne - Nov, 09 with Stonefree 


Night Market Area 
Sessionistas Showdown on Nov. 17 with Sinosikat? 
Grand Concert on Nov. 23 with Freestyle 
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BAKIT KAYO ra 
die nae MA- 
Gilana Kos 
BARN KAYO Parer, 


GARFIELD 


POLLY WANTS 
A CRACKER 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
ov eu co 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO | LOVEKNOTS. BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO. 
l E Tr KHU NA ANG CUP TS 
You CAN't Get RID Y I'M Not GeiNG to ‘OKAY, MAYBE I Like LoNG JOWA, APPROVED NA DID, 1 y 
oF Me. AS YouR Leave You ALoNe. Not jenes ee shee ANE KASAMBAHAY Bit STARS ZG (TRABAHONG BAMpy.” Ain! 

Conscience, WE'RE | Tor ge THE LiHLe Tie 3,000 ANE mung 
Joiyeo At Re HIP | Voice iN 4oUR HEAD : 
FoReVeR. 2 


YOU BORN TODAY:You understand the human condition and use satré 
ACROSS 1o comment on it. You're direct, even blunt if need be. (You can be 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


PETE ROA PASSED AWAY ON AUG. 9, BUT 
the goals and principles he stood for live on 
in the hearts of his family, friends and col- 
leagues. 

Even better, they have now come together to. 
putupa foundation to further those objectives. 
and principles in specific and palpable terms. 


Memorial fund 

At Pete's 40th day commemoration last Sept. 
17 at the St. Padre Pio Shrine near Eastwood. 
City Quezon City Boots Anson-Roa, Pete's lov- 
ing widow, gratified everyone present by shar- 
ing, “At the instance of my son-in-law, Antipolo 
Congressman Robbie Puno, the family has de- 
cided to establish a memorial fund for Pete." 

She went on to share that, at his 
deathbed, Pete was asked by Robbie whathe 
‘wanted the fund to be earmarked for. Pete 
replied: “Make it available to those in need.” 

"Taking their cue from Pete's lead, his loved 
ones were reminded in particular of his soft 
spot for continuing broadcast education, the 
plight of stroke victims like him, and the 
propagation of devotion to St. "Padre" Pio, 
‘who had nurtured his faith after he had fallen 
seriously il 

Boots went into specifics: “My children 
have decided to evolve the fund into a contin- 
uing concern—the Prime (Pete Roa Integral 
Media Endeavor) Foundation. The board will 
include prominent media practitioners of un- 
‘questioned integrity whose lives Pete touched. 

"We aim to uphold the fund's original 
mandate with three initial projects: A play 
about Padre Pio's inspiring life, a lecture se- 
ries on broadcast education through the 
Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas, 
and an adjunct program for the stroke pa- 
tients of the Movie Workers Welfare Founda- 
tion.” The play on Padre Pio will be staged 
starting Jan. 16, 2008, Pete's birthday. 


Friends 

Pete and Boots’ friends were gratified to 
earn that the Prime Foundation would sus- 
tain their late colleagues endeavors 
through the years. 

During the reception after Holy Mass, we 
shared our personal recollections about Pe- 
tes many kindnesses through the 
years—how he had helped launch our TV ca- 
reer via “Two for the Road" and other shows, 
our actor-director involvement in theater, 


Em 
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For Pete Roa’s sake 


and the much-needed assistance he provided 
to both new and veteran entertainers. 

Our last involvement with Pete before he 
was sidelined by his many illnesses was in 
thearea of media education. Under the aus- 
pices of the Film Development Foundation 
of the Philippines, we flew to Cebu City to 
conduct a screenwriting workshop. 


Invaluable 

Pete's help was invaluable, because he 
met with different city and school officials 
to generate interest in the workshop, and to 
single out the best possible workshoppers. 

Under Pete's supervision, the workshop 
turned out to be very productive, and even 
produced a winner in the nationwide 
screenwriting competition that the founda- 
tion held the following year. 

People interested in helping the Prime 
Foundation achieve its laudable objectives 
are invited to contact Josephine de Veyra at 
telefax no. 928-6816 and (925) 415-9224. 
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The Company in big 
band concert tonight 


THE ENDURING — AND 
versatile quintet, The Compa- 
nY, joins forces with the UP 
Jazz Ensemble in their big 
band concert at the CCP Main 
Theater tonight, “Lers Kick 
Some BrASS.” 


rected by Moy Ortiz. The gala 
performance is sponsored by 
PLDT, Budget Card, CleanK- 
ing, Viva Records, Danilo 
Franco, Arnel Papa Jewelry, 
Backroom Inc, La Aplaya, 
RaiRai Ken, Crossover 105.1, 
Dream FM 106.7, and 96.3 
WRock. 

Concert highlights in- 
cludes a bebop and scat ver- 
sion of "Boom Tarat-Tarat,” 
Dizzy Gillespie's “A Night in 
Tunisia," a comedic vocalese 
rendition of Phillip Soussa's 
marches, and a boogie ar- 
rangement of the APO's “Ang 
Lumang Tugtugin.” 

Tickets are available at Na- 
tional Bookstore and the CCP 
box office, or log on to ticket- 
world.com 


Fersal Place Hotel 
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hp 495.00 / Php 1,388.00 
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Repertoire 

‘The show featuresa 19-piece 
band and a new repertoire that 
runs the gamut of musical gen- 
Tes that combine vocal harmo- 
ny with a sonic wall of brasses. 

Act One showcases jazz, 
standards, wing, classical 
anda capella music, while Act 
Two tackles rock, house, 
rhythm and blues, Motown, 
jazz fusion, Latin, novelty, 
‘OPM and mainstream pop. 

The show is written and di- 
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DiCaprio’s riveting docu 


: calls for immediate action 


By Noelani Torre 


NOBODY LIKES BEING LECTURED AT; EVEN 
if it's by Leonardo DiCaprio—and especially 
not when one is at the movies. But, there are 
times when a strongly-worded lecture is ex- 
‘actly what's called for. And there are strong 
"words indeed in the dire environmental docu- 
mentary, “The 11th Hour,” which, though pro- 
duced and narrated by a Hollywood celebrity, 
is as serious and frightening as a heart at- 
tack—and it requires the same attention! 

Those who saw last year’s Oscar-winning 
documentary, ‘An Inconvenient Truth,” might 
wonder whether this film is any different from 
the Al Gore starrer. Well, it is. 

The difference is in the scope: While “An 
Inconvenient Truth" focused on global 
warming and climate change, "The 11th 
Hour" takes a broader look at the ever- 
growing, toxic footprint humans have 
made on an increasingly ailing planet. 


Issues 

You'll no doubt be familiar with the issues 
that the docu is talking about. Among them are 
global warming and climate change, as well as 
‘soil degradation, air and ocean pollution, and 
the rapid extinction of species. It's a bleak list, 
and the film, helmed by sister-directors, Leila 


DICAPRIO. Narrates and produces “The 
1th Hour.” 


Conners-Petersen and Nadia Conners, makes 
no bones about how bad things are today. 

As a film, the docu isn't particularly en- 
joyable—and it’s not meant to be, but it will 
keep you riveted. It's also less polite than 
“An Inconvenient Truth" and has more than 
one talking head in it. 

There are, in fact, more than 50 earnest 
speakers, and their gloomy predictions paint 
such a bleak picture of the present state of 
the planet’s—and our—health that, for the 
movie's first half, you'll feel quite depressed. 

‘Toward the end of the harrowing sequence 
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of statements and images, however, the mood 
lightens. The film throws its disheartened 
viewers a lifesaver in the form of sustainable, 
renewable solutions to this “convergence of 
crises,” giving us a glimpse of a carbon-neu- 
tral, wastefree furure—where homes and 
buildings don't bleed the environment dry. 


Resource speakers 

“The 11th Hour” assembles an overwhelm- 
ing number of resource speakers: Former Sovi- 
et president Mikhail Gorbachev former CIA di- 
rector R. James Woolse, theoretical physicist 
Stephen Hawking, scientist David Suzuki, envi- 
ronmental architect William McDonough, and 
a host of ecologists, entrepreneurs, oceanogra- 
phers, engineers, authors and eco-activists. 

‘Viewers might find them wearying, but 
there's much to be gleaned here if you pay 
attention. Facts and opinions are delivered 
concisely, and the editing keeps everyd 
moving at a brisk clip—sometimes, too 
brisk—so, there's no excuse to be bored. 

Yes, its dark and gloomy, but we need 
movies like “The 11th Hour" because in 
spite of all the whistle-blowing that's been 
going on, many of us still seem to think that 
the environment is the other guy's problem. 
Fact is, its now our 11th hour—and we 
don't have time to waste! 
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PFEIFFER AND DE NIRO. Tongue-in-cheek wit and wacky comic 
streak. 


NOW SHOWING 
De Niro, Pfeiffer 
. spark cinematic magic 
in romantic fantasy 


By Rito P. Asilo gaging narration, the film’s sharp, 
tongue-in-cheek wit and its so- 
phisticated sci-fi flourish, Vaughn 
craftily maneuvers a cluttered but 
diverting piece of romantic mush 
coated in fantasy and allegory. 

But, the tone and storytelling 
style of this darkly entertaining 
fairytale will be appreciated by 
grown-ups more than by kids. 

Unfortunately, directorial ex- 
ecution is one thing, and right 
casting is quite another: Danes, 
to say the least, is sadly miscast. 

Granted, she tries her best to 
put luster and verve into her 
cinematic alter ego, but her par- 
ticipation is largely compro- 
mised by her somewhat sharp 
facial features, so she never 
quite engages the viewer's in- 
terest and sympathy. 

The character of Yvaine, after 
all, requires the stellar glow of 
Uma Thurman (remember Ter- 
ry Gilliam's "The Adventures of 
Baron Munchausen”?). 

Yes, if's great to see actors tran- 
scend their limitations or the phys- 
ical requirements of a role—but 
when they dont, no amount of 
well-placed lighting or good foun- 
dation will make up for the slack. 

Happily, the rest of the cast de- 
livers spot-on performances: 
They dig up comic gold from 
Gaiman's material—its cheeky, 
adult humor is served well by the 
delightful De Niro, the irreverent 
Ricky Gervais (in a short but rau- 
cous cameo), the doe-eyed Cox, 
and Pfeiffer, who scorches the 
screen with her wicked insolence! 


Learning from bees 


IF BEES CAN WATCH OVER 
their colonies to assure survival, 
man should do better. Lers 
learn from them: 

1. Do your part. Don't act like 
you're the queen. 

2. Work hard for the bigger 
cause; serve the master and the 
well-being of the whole com- 
munity. 

3. Work as a team and live in 
peace. 

4. Ifyou are busy asa bee, leave 
no time for useless activity. Time 
wasters include idle talk, gossip, 
speculation and addictions like 
gambling and intoxication. 

5. Every member of the 
colony contributes to the well- 


“Stardust” 
D: Matthew Vaughn 
S: Claire Danes, Charlie Cox 


IN MATTHEW VAUGHNS BIG- 
screen adaptation of Neil 
Gaiman's fantasy novel, Michelle 
Pfeiffer once again displays her 
wacky comic streak as Lamia, one 
of three conspiring witches who 
must find a mystical star that 
would bring back their long-lost 
youthful beauty. For the listless, 
wicked sorceress, four centuries 
of waiting is more than enough! 

But, its Robert De Niro who 
gets the most laughs as Captain 
Shakespeare, a swashbuckling but 
closeted gay pirate who helps love- 
struck 18-year-old Tristan Thome 
(Charlie Cor) on his arduous quest 
to retrieve Yvaine (Claire Danes), 
a fallen star now magically trans- 
formed into its human incama- 
tion. He needs the star to win Vic- 
toria (Sienna Miller), the lovely 
but snooty maiden—who gives 
him only one week to complete his 
task. 

THstans joumey beyond the 
guarded walls of his confined En- 
glish village brings him to an en- 
chanted kingdom led by King 
Stormhold (Peter O'Toole) and his 
seven cunning and scheming sons 
(among them Jason Flemyng and 
Rupert Everett) —who conspire to 
kill one another for the aging 
monarch's coveted crown! 

Propelled by lan McKellen's en- 


Lotus 
PoND 


R. Valencia 
and S. Bismark 


being ofthe group. 

6. Bees work hard to keep 
themselves and their colonies 
clean. You won't find them pol- 
luting their own colonies. 

7. Determination is needed 
for success. 

8. If you work hard, the re- 
sults are sweet! 
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Sp movies, “Georgia Rule” 
and “I Know Who 
Killed Me,” flopped. 

For now, Hollywood 
seemsto have turned a 
cold shoulder on Lo- 
han when it comes to 
musthire movie ac- 
tresses. "We did can- 
vas a lot of film execu- 
tives, and Lindsay Lohan was not 
a name that was bubbling up,” 
Robson shared. 

But, Mischa Barton was. She 
has eight films coming out over 
the next year and a half, and 
she’s drawing some very strong 
noticesin the industry. Reuters 


and producer Akiva ff 
Goldsman (Mr & 
Mrs. Smith’). Ako- 
gether, the panel had 
13 members choosing 
the final 25 “hot” ac- 
tors and actresses 
Bari ones, BARTON. Her star's 
young film talents im ontherise. 
Hollywood, following strong per- 
formances in the Robert Alman 
film, “A Prairie Home Compan- 
ion, and Emilio Estevez’ "Bobby" 
But, earlier this year, her hard- 
partying ways caused her to run 
afoul with the law and end up in 
rehab. Her two most recent 
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Duvall calls Joaquin ‘Wacko Ph 


LOS ANGELES—l WONDER WHICH 
Joaquin Phoenix we're going to get?” A col- 
league mulled over which side of the bril- 
liant but moody actor would be on display 
uring our interview. We've seen the quiet, 
almost aloof Joaquin, but we've also had 
the animated, fun and joking Joaquin. 

Fortunately, the latter showed up at our 
récent press con in New York. Joaquin 
Jaughed and answered with wit and candor 
when he was asked about being called 
“Wacko Phoenix" by Robert Duvall, who 
Plays his estranged father in the crime 
thriller, "We Own the Night." 


Restless energy 

The Golden Globe winner CWalk the 
Line") was a bundle of restless energy. He lit 
upa Camel cigarette, swung his arms, folded 
the table cloth and drew circles on it with his 
fingers, and scratched the back of his ear and 
hisarm. 

‘Thankfully, this was not a dude who came 
looking like he was dressed to immaculate 
Ken (Barbie) perfection by some stylist. He 
arrived with his wild, curly hair un-styled, 
dressed in clothes that looked like he just 
grabbed them from the closet. 

“I feel stupid talking about this stuff,” he 
blurted at one point, when he was asked 
about his “acting process.” The actor, noted 
for his intense dark eyes, was reluctant to 
talk about acting, but when he did, his an- 
swers and insights were refreshing and 
non-generic. We think, though, that he beat 
Russell Crowe and Colin Farrell in the num- 
ber of times he said the “F” word. 

The press con was for "Reservation 
Road," a drama about two families, whose 
lives are intertwined when the father of one 
family kills the son of the other in a hit-and- 
run accident. Mark Ruffalo, Jennifer Con- 
nelly and Mira Sorvino also star. Excerpts 
from the interview: 


You have played dark characters be- 
fore, but your role here is that of a partic- 
ularly tortured man, Did you suffer the 
whole time you were filming? 

1 don't know if it really dominates you. I've 
been acting for a long time. I'm 76 (laughter). 

You look great for your age. 

Thank you very much. I just had some 
work done (laughter, as he pushed his facial 
skin toward his ears). I don't go home feeling. 
affected by things. The only time I go home 
concerned about work is when I think about. 
the choices I made as an actor—like whether. 
Ive managed to convey X emotion or not. 


Dream 

Iremember working on "Walk the Line" 
and having a dream about Johnny Cash. 
Big f - -- - - g deal! You have been reading 
about Cash for two months and listening to 
his music. 

How do you not expect it to enter your 
subconscious while you sleep? I realize that 
ies not because I've become Johnny and 
nowT'm feeling what he's feeling. 

Tm not sure who's responsible for the 
stories of me so obsessed with being Cash 
during the shoot. It seems like it's a combi- 
nation of the studios, the actors and jour- 
nalists. They sort of conspire to give it some 
extra meaning. 

How did you prepare for your con- 
frontation scene with Mark Ruffalo? 

Isat in my trailer, listened to audio from this 
man named David (whom I interviewed). He 
had lost a son in a hit and run. I had about an. 
hour of tape. He was trying to speak, but his 
breathing kept getting in the way. 


Heartbreak 

As I listened, he would go from what 
sounded like heartbreak to utter rage. I sat 
practicing those things and tried to find out 
how I could tie my stomach and force the 
air through in a certain way. 

But, you get out there and go, "I don’t 
know what I'm doing! How do you do this?" 
We sat around for an hour doing nothing, 
because it was hard to walk out at nine 
O'clock, with the crew there and lights ev- 
erywhere. 

(Spoiler alert—skip this paragraph if you 
don’t want to learn about a crucial plot devel- 
opment in “Reservation Road") They go like, 
“Okay, this is the guy who killed your son. 
You finally have him! Now, pull him out of 
the truck.” I didn't really know what to 
dol(End of spoiler alert) 

Terry (George, the director) got frustrat- 
ed and yelled at Mark and me. We went 
back, sat around and didn’t talk to each oth- 
er. This was how f - - - - - g boring it was! 
There was nothing going on. 

‘Then, it was like, "We have to do this, we 
have only two hours left to do the scene!” I 
punched the car of Ethan (Mark’s charac- 
ter) and hurt my hand. It made me very an- 
gry. Then, we did the scene. 

Whenever I'm asked about my acting pro- 
cess, I say it's more like an act of despera- 
tion. It's like asking somebody who had sur- 
vived a 60-foot fall: "What was his process 
for survival?” I don't know! I was upside 
down at one point (laughter). 

You shared a house with Mark during 
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the filming. How was that like? 

You come up with thoughts like, T 
thought I didn't want to know anything 
about Marks story—I didn't want to sym- 
pathize with him. I thought, I will not see 
Mark until we do our scenes together. 

By day two, we meet, and I was like, 


»enix 


“Hey, man, I have rented this big house. Do PHOENIX. “The only 


you want to come over and crash?" (Laugh- 
ter) 1 threw out the idea that I thought was 
going to be very important for me in terms of 
character development. 

It was funny! We hardly saw each oth- 
er What would happen was that, Pd 
have a stretch of two or three days 
where I'd work. Then, he'd have a 
stretch of a few days of work. So, when I 
was working, he usually took off to the city X 
or go back to LA to see his family. 

We recently interviewed Robert Duvall, 
who plays your estranged father in “We 
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time go home. 
concerned about. 
workis when I think 
about the choices I 
made as. 
an actor." 
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STILL LIFE is the story of James Masino, a 
Gifted Filipino painter who finds out he is afioctod 
‘wath a paralyzing disease known as Guam | 
Barre Syndrome, Faced wilh a future where he 
can no longer paint, James leaves his Me m the 
city and goos on a sall-mposed exile to paint one 
last time, ona final masterpiece Unable to ma- 
gme a Mo without his art, ho plans to kil himself 
‘once he finishes this painting. But Fate inler 
venes and dorails this grand scheme when 
James learns that he must share this exio with 
‘Emma, a beautiful and mysterious young git 
who al 19 has kved a Me much too old for her 
years But It is her courageous and untaiing 
‘Optimism despite what Me has dealt hor that 
'ultmately inspires James to realize a Mo beyond 
Ye his canvass. Her search for meaning propels his | 
journey towards hope and n on. 
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‘== Duvall calls Joaquin . . . 
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*X 
Kr Own the Night." He was asked what it 
was like to work with you. He said, “Oh, 
Wacko Phoenix!” 


“We Own the Night.” Wacko? It takes one to know one (laugh- 
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ter). This is the guy who talks to me about 
steak, lobster and tango before we do a serious 
scene. Then, he just hits it! There's nothing of 
that serious actor-getting-into-it bullsh-t! 


Admiration 

Ihave great admiration for Duvall. I don't 
think there's an actor who has seen his work 
who wasn't affected by his performance. It’s 
difficult to go into a situation where you're 
supposed to have virtually no respect for 
somebody that you admire so much. So, it 
was important for me that our relationship 
would be one of antagonism. 

I wanted a reaction from Duvall from the 
very beginning. The reason I put an earring 
on my ear was that I was hoping he would 
look at me and think what a pathetic pussy I 
was (laughter). 

The moment Duvall saw that I had an 
earring, he walked right up and said, “What 
the hell is this?" He started flapping my ear, 
going, “What's this?” It was efective! 

He did actually swing at me once. It was 
something I felt I needed. In no way was it 
meantto affecthis performance. I'm not arro- 
gant enough to think that I could do that! 


On the set 

Twould walk on the set, and he and Mark 
would be laughing, telling stories, talking 
about food and going out. Then, it would 
fall silent. Duvall would turn away from 
me. The only way I could get his attention 
was by flicking his ears and calling him a 
bat (laughter). That was effective! 

You worked with Casey Affleck a long 
time ago in “To Die For.” He's finally break- 
ing through with his performances in “The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the Cow- 
ard Robert Ford” and “Gone Baby Gone,” 
where he was directed by his brother, Ben 
Affleck. Were you surprised he didn't be- 
come a star sooner? 

The frustration of many people close to 
Casey is that, we've always known that he 
can do the “Bourne” series or “Walk the 
Line”—and do them better! 

This development is probably the happi- 
est I've felt about anything in the movie in- 
dustry in a long time, because Casey's story 
is the true story of perseverance! He was 
constantly being told, “You don't have 
it—you don't have the depth." 


Terrified 

He constantly fought. He's the guy I called 
on every single movie—from "Gladiator" to 
“Signs"—when I was terrified and didnt 
know what to dol Casey spent hours on the 
phone to talk through stuff with me. 

His talent goes far beyond acting. He's 
one of the greatest writers I've ever worked 
with. And everyone knows he can direct. 
Now, it's happening to him. He's somebody 
who's had to struggle through s--tty films, 
with directors who lacked half his intellect. 
He persevered—and it was hard for him. 
Ies a beautiful thing, and that’s inspiring! 


E-mail rynepales. 5585 yahoo.com, and 
read his blog, "The Nepales Report," on 
www inquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 


JOHNSON (LEFT). Meets his greatest match 
in "The Game Plan.” 


Diverse viewing 


From page G6 


that he's the last in a group of warriors who 
have dedicated their lives to fighting the 
forces of the Dark. Traveling back and forth 
through time, he discovers a series of clues 
that lead him to a showdown with forces of 
unimaginable power. 

“The Game Plan” offers a breezy change 
of pace as Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
meets his greatest match—and she's only 
about four feer talll 

Yes, The Rock is thrown for a loop in this 
family comedy, when he discovers the daugh- 
ter he never knew existed, waiting for him on 
his doorstep. Now, he has to learn how to 
combine his sports activities and dates with 
new "daddy responsibilities" —and he has a 
tough time mastering the dicey juggling act! 

Finally, “The Pineapple Express” fields 
hot, new star Seth Rogen, who scored unex- 
pected hits with “Knocked Up” and “Super- 
bad.” His third starrer is an action-packed 
comedy about a pair of dedicated dopers 
chased by a drug gang. James Franco co- 
stars. 


ROGEN. Is third time the charm for the hot, 
new star? 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


SOME VIEWERS BELIEVE 
that the television medium is 
so powerful that it’s useless to 
complain about its excesses. 
Asa result of this helpless atti- 
tude, TVis free to do its worst. 

Recently, however, the “Des- 
perate Housewives” shows 
slur against medical schools in 
the Philippines—and the hor- 
net’s nest of protests that en- 
sued—proved that complain- 
ing really does get results, pro- 
vided it's done in a unified, co- 
ordinated way. 


Protests 

The ABC show got much 
more than it bargained for, with 
tens of thousands of individual 
protests on the net, in addition 
to more formal demands for rec- 
tification and redress from 
Philippine government officials. 

At fist, the hit series tried to 
pooh-pooh the protests 
away—but when they escalated 
in both numbers and righteous 
anger, ABC had to buckle under 


Lessons 


TERI Hatcher’s TV show got 
much more thanit bargained for. 


and issue an abject apology. 
The fracas became so intense 
that it even got into US enter- 
tainment magazine programs 
like "The Insider" and "The Daily 
10.” We trust that the resulting 
fire and brimstone will dissuade 
US TV people from cracking 
thoughtless jokes about other 
countries, for fear that the 
cheeky remark could tum 
around and again bite the erring 
network in its collective behind. 
So, protesting against ex- 
cesses on TV does work. We 
hope this realization isn't lost 


learned 


on viewers who feel helpless 
about instituting reforms on 
the local TV screen. 

‘Another success story should 
bolster this upbeat feeling: A 
number of years ago, local view- 
ers were turned off by the sexy 
"jokes" cracked by some noon- 
ime program hosts. 

Despite constant criticism, the 
hosts kept up their "naughty" 
macho behavior—until the 
MTRCB issued a series of official 
warnings that finally convinced. 
noontime show hosts that they 
could still entertain viewers 
without cheekily offending their 
sensibilities. 


Happy outcome 

The happy outcome is, 
when you watch noontime TV 
these days, you get much less 
of the “green” jokes and off- 
color remarks that used to dis- 
turb parents of young children 
in the fairly recent past. 

That second success story 
should energize dissatisfied 
viewers into mounting coordi- 
nated protests against other 


from Desperate Housewives’ slur 


perceived excesses, in the hope 
that the networks or the MTR- 
CB will act to finally put an end 
to those disturbing actuations. 

From the unhappy letters 
from viewers we've been receiv- 
ing, it's clear that there are many 
‘excesses on the small screen that 
are crying for redress. 


Major concern 

‘A major concern is some lo- 
cal TV people's disdain for the 
right of children to wholesome 
entertainment on television. 

Since TV is a medium that en- 
ters viewers’ homes at all hours 
Gf the day or night—and is thus 
readily available to impression- 
able kids—it is required to tele- 
cast material thats For General 
Patronage for the most part. 

‘As many Viewers can affirm, 
this rule is sometimes observed 
more in the breach than in the 
compliance, so parents, educa- 
tors and child psychologists 
need to complain about specific 
infractions in this regard, until 
the local TV industry does the 
right thing for its young viewers. 
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Throat relief 


1 ATTENDED THE SORE 


ASIAN HORROR IS BACK! 


‘Throat-Free Caravan with product 
endorser Paulo Bediones, St. Luke's 
Dr. Natividad Almazan-Agullar and 
Asiring-O-Sol specialists manager 
Mark Manalastas. 

During rainy days, people 
should be more vigilant about their 
health. Catching coughs or colds is 
an inconvenience, but we can get 
relief for itchy throat by using As- 
tring-O-Sol pastilles, soothers, an- 
tiseptic mouthwash and lozenges. 

‘According to Dr Aguilar the 
oral antiseptic and lozenges have 
antibacterial and antifungal action 
to fight sore throat-causing germs, 
while pastilles provide a soothing 
sensation for dry and itchy throats. 


Healthy body 

‘We shouldn't be indifferent to 
the question, "What do I need to 
learn to achieve a healthy 
body?" Mindfulness leads to in- 
creased effectiveness, while 
abandonment leads to failure. 

I begin my 40-minute daily 
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— E 
DR. ALMAZAN-AGUILAR (left) 
with Mark Manalastas and Paulo 
Bediones. 


Mandy 
Navasero * 


walk in my veranda before go- 
ing to work. Walking is the best 
exercise we can do on our 
own—and it's free! 

‘The second habit I developed: 
Consuming just half the volume of 
my usual food intake and eating 
nutritious dishes like bulanglang 
with saluyot, malunggay, alugbati 
and okra with garlic and fish filet. 
Instead of coffee, I take ginger tea 
(fresh luya) without sugar, and 
‘bamboo shoots with saluyot. 

I stay away from sweets, red 
meat, and junk food. So far, I have 
lost 20 pounds. I don't huff and puff 
anymore when I climb the Naiidi 
Hills of Batanes with my photogra- 
phy students. Now, I think twice be- 
fore reaching for the next bire. 

Now, its a crime to overeat. 
Keep a tape measure and check 
that waistline constantly. Life is 
short, after all. 

Join the Mandy Navasero 
Batanes Photo Safari from Dec. 27 
to 30, and from January to May 
2008. Email mandynavasero@ya- 
hhoo.com, call 899-1767, or check 
wwwmandynavasero.com. 
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Stanley Donen’s oeuvre fused music and fashion 


By Behn Cervantes 


ley Donen, who was bom in 1924, is often as- 
sociated with Gene Kelly The two talented 


MUCH-RESPECTED FILM DIRECTOR STAN- hoofers became friends in 1940 and danced 
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DONEN. Frequently collaborated with Gene 
Kelly. 


and co-choreographed such Broadway classics 
as "Pal Joey" and "Best Foot Forward." Kelly 
became a big star, while Donen chose to con- 
centrate on choreography and film directing. 

Later, he was contracted to direct his bud- 
dy Gene and Rita Hayworth in “Cover Girl.” 
He likewise directed "A Date with Judy” star- 
ring soprano Jane Powell and young beauty 
Elizabeth Taylor, who reportedly had an af- 
fair with the filmmaker after the actress’ di- 
vorce from Nicky Hilton. 


Innovation 

Donen was acclaimed as a classy and inno- 
vative choreographer. Soon, he was again 
tapped to direct Kelly in “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame” co-starring a tap-dancing Frank 
Sinatra and Hollywood's favorite mermaid, 
Esther Williams. 

The director created movie-musical magic 
when he directed “Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers,” starring Jane Powell and Howard 
Keel. The musical is best remembered for the 
most acrobatic and exhilarating choreogra- 
phy ever captured on the screen! 

Donen's Broadway background served him 
well when he directed the much-admired 
stage musical, "Damn Yankees,” starring 
Gwen Verdon. He was also tapped to direct 
the screen version of "The Pajama Game," 
starring Doris Day and John Raitt. Once again, 
Donen brilliantly captured the musicals vim 
and vigor when it was adapted for film. 


Critical acclaim 

After many successful Hollywood musicals 
the talented filmmaker switched to the sus- 
pense genre and earned critical acclaim for 
“Charade,” with Audrey Hepburn and Cary 
Grant, and “Arabesque,” with Sofia Loren and 
Gregory Peck. The films showcased Hepburn. 
and Loren's comic flair and fashion sense. 

Donen then experimented with light ro- 
mance in movies like “Indiscreet,” starring 
Ingrid Bergman and Cary Grant. 

Donen used style, rhythm and fashion as 
integral parts of his films’ production design. 
When his peers gave him a Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award, the much-admired choreogra- 
pher-director didn't give a lengthy, senti- 
mental speech—instead, he demonstrated 
some tap-dancing steps! 


PBO.. 


Ratsky's Tomas Morato on Oct. 20. Call 
435-1098. 


‘The APO Collection’ 

At the Music Museum tonight, the acclaimed 
APO Hiking Society regale their fans with their 
“The APO Collection” concert, which aims to 
utilize their artisıry to bind music fans from dif- 
ferent generations. Call 426-0103, 


‘Ataul for Rent’ 

Neal Tan's indie feature, “Ataul for Rent,” 
will be premiered on Oct. 25 at SM Mega- 
mall Cinema 10. The film stars Joel Torre, 
Jaclyn Jose and Noni Buencamino. 


‘Kid Nation’ 

‘Tomorrow at 7 p.m., Studio 23 premieres 
the controversial reality show, “Kid Na- 
tion,” which relocates 40 kids to Bonanza 
City, New Mexico, where they are tasked to 
build their own society. 

Kids will be allowed to go home when they 
want to, and instead of an elimination each 
week, one kid will be selected by his peers to 
eam a “gold star" worth $20,000. 


* From page GS 


Mossimo’s weekend sale 

A sale of chic Mossimo apparel will be 
held today and tomorrow at SM North Edsa 
(at noon) and Trinoma (at 3 p.m.). Special 
“meet and greet” guests are Miguel Escueta 
today, and Rocksteddy tomorrow. 


Alchemy in Wonderland 

‘This Halloween Night, get enmeshed in the 
world of Alice as Alchemy throws a Mad Trip 
parry at the Decagon. The party features the 
magic of Erik Mana, the music of Jesse Garcia, 
and the ambience art of Pan Martinez. 


‘At Metropolis Star Alabang 

‘Tomorrow, the Windsong Pop Music Recital, 
and kids are taught how to make delicacies at 
Starland. Oct. 21, a chocolate molding course, 
and Aeon Records artists’ mall tour. 


“Small Intentions’ 

Ongoing until Nov. 12 at The Oarhouse 
(1803 Mabini st, Malate) is “Small Inten- 
tions," an exhibit of Cesare Syjuco's new liter- 
ary hybrids, recent small-scale works curated 
by Jean Marie Syjuco. 

‘Conviction’ 

‘At8 pm. Fridays, the C/S channel telecasts 
“Law & Order" creator Dick Wolfs new series, 
“Conviction.” The character-driven drama is 
about five young district attorney's struggles 
as they try to make sense of challenging cases 
and provocative personal lives. 
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PBO screens ‘Siquijor: Mystic Island’ ssc 


reinvented herself as “a coy but 
naughty masahista on-air” training 
herself to speak Pinoy street talk in a 
playful way. 

2 And Robin Sienna is the first-ever 
"Manila-based DJ who's been given 
free rein to speak in her native 
Visayan tongue, to capture the huge 
listener base that her region-mates 
‘have in the metro. She goes on board 
Trom 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on weekdays. 


‘The Wayside School ‘on 
Nickelodeon 

Every Saturday and Sunday at 10 
a.m., Nickelodeon opens the gates 
to "The Wayside School,” a comical 
cartoon on how kids perceive the 
world around them. Best for grade 
schoolers aged 6-11, the show is 
based on the best-selling book, 
“Sideways Stories from Wayside 
School.” 

The show deals with situations or is- 
sues like peer pressure, first love, par- 
entteacher meetings, and other cir- 
cumstances kids can easily relate to. 
Lead characters include new boy in 
school Todd, tough girl Mauricia, over- 
achiever Danz and ambitious Myron. 


Big Christmas sale 
at Mano Mano 

From Oct. 16 to Dec. 
lar handicrafts store, 
(2594 Lamayan, Sta. 
Ana) is holding an 
"irangkadang — Pa- 
masko" sale, with 
beautiful decor items 
from al over the 
Philippines at up to 
60 percent off. Mano 
Mano is a Fair Trade 
store whose products 
are prized all over the 
world. Call (632) 
561-0395, or email 
manomano@safru- 
di.com. 


22, the popu- 
Mano Mano 


BAWAL PUHASOR DITS 


CHAN. Sings at SM-Makati to 
promote new album. 


los P Romulo Theater, RCBC Plaza, 
Makati, Call 891-9999, or visit 
wwwchildrensletterstogod.com.ph 


Jose Mari Chan 

Tomorrow at 5 p.m., Jose Mari 
Chan performs at SM-Makati to 
promote his hit album, "Love Let- 
ters and Other Souvenirs." 


"Simply Irresistible’ 

Tonights the night for Mark 
Bautista's major concert, "Simply Ir- 
resistible,” at Aliw Theater, with spe- 
cial guests Sarah Geronimo, 
Rachelle Ann Go, Rufa Mae Quinto 
and Anne Curtis. Call 911-5555. 


Movies on TV 

On HBO today at 1 p.m., “Liat, 
Liar.” Tomorrow at 5 p.m., "The Lake 
House.” Oct, 15 at 11 p.m., “Citizen 


Cohn." Oct. 16 at 11 p.m., “The 40- 
Year-Old Virgin.” Oct. 17 at 11 am., 
“Meet the Fockers.” Oct. 18 at 6:30 
p.m., "Superman Returns.” Oct. 19 
at 5 p.m., "The Lords of Discipline.” 
On Cinemax today at 11 p.m., "The 
Manchurian Candidate.” Tomorrow 
at 4:30 p.m, "Apollo 13.” Oct. 15 at 1 
m., “Alfie” Oct. 16 at 9 a.m., “Dog 
Day Afternoon.” Oct. 17 at 9 p.m. 
Good Company" Oct. 18 at 7 a. 
“East of Eden.” Oct. 19 at 1 pm, 
"Casino." 5 p.m., "To Be the Best.” 


Wacky October at Sta. Lucia 

Wild and wacky activities at Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Mall this month: 
Oct. 19, SMB Oktoberfest; Oct. 20, 
sports and music fuse at the Urge Su- 
per X series; Oct. 26, “Mr. & Ms. Sexy 
Body 2008" screening, and on Oct. 
27, Rhum Rockfest street party. 


‘Space Mysteries: Comets’ 

‘At9 p.m. on Oct. 15, the National 
Geographic Channel telecasts 
“Space Mysteries: Comets,” about 
the icy giants that offer a unique 
view into how the planets formed 
and how the universe evolved. 


‘Ako Pooh si K’ 

Comedian Pooh, who's known for 
his impersonation of Manny 
Pacquiao, joins K Brosas in the mu- 
sical comedy act, “Ako Pooh si K,” at 

Pa0/G« 
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"Children's 
Letters to God" 
Repeat perfor- 
 mances of the hit mu- 
sical, “Children’s Let- 
ters to God,” will be 
held today at Insular 
Life Auditorium, Fil- 
invest Corporate City 
Alabang, and on Oct. 


20 and 21 at the Car- | SHOP AT ARANETA CENTER A. 


CHAPTER 
From the Highlands of Scotland 
to the streets of New York, he 
fought his first battle and won. 


CHAPTER Z CHAPTER 3: 
With the help of his ^ .Heisfacedwih an enemy from the past 
powerful mentor, he saved whose sole purpose is to eliminate him 
the world from Seente ma Lea 
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4™ PBSI NATIONAL 
| BONSAI OPEN EXHIBITION 
AND COMPETITION 


| TODAY 
10AM | Bonsai Critique of Top 10 Winners 
3pm - 6pm | Lecture Demo-1 
7pm - 9pm | Lecture Demo-2 
Araneta Coliseum Parking 
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SATURDAY Special SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 20 
: New projects vivify celebs’ artistic passion 


By Rito P Asilo E 
The Cultural Center of the Philippines proudly presents T SERGOUX 
Babao is sorely 
missed on TV these 
days, but Julius 
adorable wife has 
kept herself busy 
with her daily radio 
program on dzMM, 
ABS-CBN's flagship 
AM station. 
In the past couple 
of years, however, 
she has also rein- 


vented herself as an BERSOLA-BABAO. Adroit WILLIAMS. Theater for the 


Savoie storyteller of Storyteller. community. 


children's tales. Her artistic passion and com- sical, “Into the Woods,” has just put up a new 
mitment to social causes are vivified by the theater group, Theater Down South, to cater 
relevant projects she continues to support. to artists and the theater-going crowd in the 


i A > fF Trajectory 


southern parts of Metro Manila. 
The vision of Michael's group is no mere 


! è Tintin’s artistic trajectory as children’s pipe dream: Theater Down South, an affiliate 
storybook writer started in 2004, when she of Actors Actors Inc, has already staged 
e 8 HU released "Bryan Learns His Lesson,” about William Shakespeare's ‘A Midsummer Nights 


a spoiled child who learns his lesson the Dream” at the Insular Life Theater in Alabang. 
à é hard way The book also featured hubby The run resumes this month until February 
A B B and Celebration Julius inspired illustrations. next year. (Call 687-2830) 
ig Early this year, Tintin came up with the How different is TDS from other theater 
N a i = 44-page follow-up, "Basura Monster" groups? Williams replies: "We have a very 
í R which reflects the author's advocacy for the strong commitment to the community. 
environment. We're educating the grassroots, and we're 
If your kids haven't had their fill of curriculum-based.” 
Tintin’s relevant stories, they should line up 
for the new book, “The Story of Christine,” Choreographer 
which will be launched on Oct. 26 at 4 p.m. For his part, choreographer Dexter Santos 
in front of Bridges Bookstore at Glorietta 3. (who's also working on New Voice's “Into the 
The event will also exhibit the original Woods”) is also reinventing himself—as Du- 
watercolor artworks used in the book, and laang UP's next director. 
a string quartet will serenade guests. The Tt has been more than a decade since DUP 
launch will likewise be a birthday celebra- has commissioned a new director to rise from 
tion for Tintin, who turns 37 on Oct. 30. Al- its ranks—the last one being Jose Estrella, 
so in the works are two more books set for now the theater group's artistic director. 
release next year: Anya's Adventures” and Dexter, known for his innovative, uncon- 
featuring “Bakit Siya Meron, Bakit Ako Wala?” ventional style, has been tapped to direct 
Francisco Balagtas’ full-length komedya, 


The U.P. Jazz Ensemble Challenges Soreean and fala, sardig Grisel Con: 


: ES 4 r In the field of theater, Michael Williams sunji, for DUP's 32nd season early next year. 
The Cultural Center of the Philippines, Tanghalang Nieanor Abelardo (Main Theater) and Dexter Santos are also excited to takeon Santos hopes to revive interest in the ac- 


October 13, 2007. Saturday. 8: 00 p.m. new challenges. Williams, who plays the claimed Bulakenyo poet's body of work by 
aes h Baker in New Voice's Stephen Sondheim mu- fusing music, movement and text. 
Musieal Direetion: Beth Martin 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


FILM BUFFS HAVE A HOST OF VIEWING OPTIONS THESE DAYS AND IN THE COMING WEEKS: 
“Perfume: The Story of a “Harsh Times" is a hyper-real- 

Murderer” tells the controver- istie story of friendship, loyalty and 

sial story of a peculiar young ambition set in the rough streets of 

man whose .hyper-powerful south central Los Angeles. It fol- 

sense of smell leads him to be- lows two lifelong friends who try 

come a serial killer. The film to rise above the violence of the 

stars Dustin Hoffman and new streets, only to be dragged down 

British comer Ben Whishlaw. again. Christian Bale, Freddy Ro- 

driguez and Eva Longoria star 


Quest 
A certified “sleeper” hit in the 
States, “Superbad” follows two 
teenage friends (new stars 
Michael Cera and Jonah Hill) in 
their bumbling, bungling quest 
| for girls and alcohol during 
their final high school days. 
"The Seeker: The Dark Is Ris- 
ing” is anepic adventure thattells 


the story of a teenager who learns 
DIVERSE/ G2 


PBO screens ‘Siquijor: 
Mystic Island” 


PBO, VIVA PRODUCTIONS’ 
Pinoy movie channel, screens 
the spine-tingling horror film, 
“Siquijor: Mystic Island,” at 


teas 9:30 p.m. on Oct. 26. The 
0 “spook-tacular” movie is about 
a TV crew 

0 MoNrAcE fon 


Manila 


S/S N 4. 5 2), 
When it comes to insects, | only trust my Bayer. caught in a web ofmyseries on 


the island. Stars include Ian * epe 
Millions of consumers around the world have put their trust in Bayer when it comes to insect Veneracion, Yul Servo, Angel VENERACION. Starsin spine- 
tral. And so-should Báyer -allor all, is the E " Pg e 2 Aquino, Assunta de Rossi, Coco tingling horror flick, 
control. And so should you. Bayer,-after all, is the brand of choice of those who want effective Martin. Sid Lucero, Criselda Seña and Isay Alvarez, with 
and innovative products. And with Bayer Advanced Blattanex Multi-Insect Killer, Bayer continues Volks and Dan Alvaro. Most Rev. Arturo M. Bastes, 
its commitment of giving the community a product that delivers the best resul ‘On Oct. 23, PBO's Pambansang SVD, D.D., Bishop Sorsogon, as 
Premiere hits Davao City's special guest, who will discuss 
Gaisano Mall with the special the topic, “Love Is Not Ill Man- 
Bayer Advanced Blattanex Mulli-Inséct. Killer has an advanced oil-based formulation that screening for PBO Cable sub- nered.” Elvira Go hosts. 
guarantees 100%* knockdown of mosquitoes, flies and cockroaches. And while insects suffer scribers of “Butterfly on A Wheel,” i io’ 
juarant nockdown of mosquit ind hes. And while insects suffer sabes o Barer on A Wheel” Wackier Love Radio's 
film topbilling Pierce Brosnan and new Djs 
application. That's Bayer Advanced Gerald Butler. The movie isabout ^ dzMB Love Radio 90.7 offers 
E a happy couple with a seemingly a fresh twist to FM listening 
" perfect life—until their daughter with three new DJs in “Bagong 
Basta is abducted. Bibig”: Rica Hera, Broadcast 
BAYER ipviérto nit Communications graduate of 
* L z x tote De La Salle Dasmarifias, goes 
ADVANCED with Elvira’ on board weekdays from 6 to 9 
Catch the seventh episode of pm. Her “Balitang Wacha!” 
$N the religious TV program, “Pow- segment features “hot, smoking 
*) Bayer Environmental Science er to Unite with Elvira,” aired news—with a kick!” 
E Tuesdays at 7 p.m. on NBN-4. Missy Hista used to be a col- 
On Oct. 16, the show will fea- lege teacher, but has successfully 
ture celebrity couple, Robert PBO/GS 


Hulti-Insect Killer. 


you won't have to. I's odorless so you need not worry about any irritating smell. after its 


